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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

    
 
Visitors to Gloucester County, New Jersey are often surprised at what they find there.  
Only ten miles south of downtown Philadelphia, visitors are driving through rural country 
landscapes, stopping at roadside farm stands, and taking pictures of expansive 
agricultural viewsheds.  However, Gloucester County’s farmland does much more than 
provide a pleasant backdrop to the area’s towns and urban communities.  Agriculture 
plays a vitally important role in the lives of the County’s residents.  It serves as the 
primary means of income for many local farmers, and is a source of pride for area 
communities.  The citizens of Gloucester County are dedicated to efforts that preserve 
and strengthen the agricultural lands and industries that are so important to them. 
 
Gloucester County is home to some of the most suitable and productive farmland in the 
State of New Jersey.  Roughly two-thirds of the County is covered by soils of agricultural 
importance, and more one-quarter of the County is actively utilized for farmland 
operations.  The agricultural industry in Gloucester County has demonstrated its ability to 
remain not only viable but successful in the face of changing market conditions.  Led by 
its nationally recognized fruit, vegetable, and nursery harvests, the County produced $66 
million in agricultural sales during 2002.  The County’s farms have consistently produced 
increasing sales figures despite growing development pressures in and around its most 
productive areas.  Local farmers have adapted their operations to cater more to new 
County residents seeking agritourism opportunities and local produce.  However, new 
development threatens to further erode the already-diminished agricultural land base in 
the County. 
 
Farmland preservation is a crucial link in preventing the concentration of active farmland 
from falling below critical levels.  The County has taken a leadership role in maintaining 
its agricultural lands by implementing a proactive, highly successful land preservation 
program.  Since the its inception in 1989, Glouceser County has preserved 10,559 acres 
of farmland.  According to the 2002 Census of Agriculture, there are  50,753 acres of 
active, productive farmland remaining in Gloucester County.  This leaves 40,194 acres of 
farmland that has yet to be preserved.  The County has established the ambitious goal of 
preserving 1,000 acres of farmland per year for each of the next ten years for a total of 
20,559 acres of preserved farmland by the end of 2017. 
 
This Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan furthers this effort by delineating the 
County’s Agricultural Development Area, where Gloucester County will focus its future 
farmland preservation projects.  It also identifies eleven Project Areas that will serve as 
individual units for future farmland preservation efforts.  These areas include: 
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• Delaware River  
• Repaupo-Mantua Creek  
• Oldmans Creek  
• Raccoon Creek  
• Still Run  
• Pinelands North 
• Pinelands South 
• Washington North 
• Chapel Heights 
• Pitman Downer and  
• New Brooklyn Project Areas 

 
There are many innovative ways to promote Gloucester County agriculture into the 
future.  Efforts to support “value-added” products such as organic and processed goods 
promise to make individual operations more profitable.  Government conservation 
programs, such as the WHIP and LIP programs, offer funding to farmers who actively 
work to minimize the ecological footprint of their farms.  Also, nine out of twenty-four 
Gloucester County municipalities have enacted Right-to-Farm ordinances, and two towns 
have established Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) programs.  Strong actions like these 
support for agriculture and indicate a willingness to cooperate in order to maintain local 
farms.  Recommendations for policy initiatives for farmland preservation in Gloucester 
County include: 
 

• Partner with government agencies to encourage participation in various 
agricultural and natural resource conservation programs that are available; 

• Encourage municipalities with existing Right-to-Farm ordinances to strengthen 
and enforce them.  Help municipalities without Right-to-Farm ordinances develop 
them; 

• Ensure the availability and fair treatment of farm laborers; 
• Support young farmer and labor education programs; 
• Continue public outreach and education efforts; 
• Assist in the development of wildlife management strategies; 
• Allow adequate agricultural vehicular traffic on State, County, and local 

roadways; 
• Advocate regulatory flexibility regarding approved agricultural activities; 
• Encourage more towns to participate in the State-sponsored municipal planning 

incentive grant (PIG) program; 
• Support innovative farming practices that support local farmers by increasing 

their marketability and profits; and 
• Develop regulations that support, encourage, and sustain farming in the County. 
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CHAPTER 1: AGRICULTURAL LAND BASE 
OF GLOUCESTER COUNTY 

 
 
Agricultural Landscape 
 
The natural landscape of Gloucester County is ideal for supporting a rich and productive 
agricultural industry.  Its flat, sandy terrain and high-yielding groundwater aquifers create 
excellent conditions for agricultural production.  The County’s temperate climate and 
generally mild weather patterns make it suitable for a wide range of agricultural products.  
Historically, agriculture has occupied more land in Gloucester County than any other 
type of land use.  Residential and commercial construction has since consumed 
agricultural lands within a continually expanding periphery around the traditional 
development centers located in the northern and eastern portions of the County (see 
Farmland Chart below). 
 

Gloucester County Farmland: 1982-2002
Source: Census of Agriculture
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Today, agricultural lands constitute 50,753 acres (24%) of Gloucester County. (2002 
Census of Agriculture)1  The majority of these lands (65%) are used for field crops, but 
significant areas are utilized for pasturelands and woodlands as well (see 2002 Farmland 
Chart below).  “Other” agricultural lands are made up of farmhouse lots, ponds, 
driveways, and support structures.  “Other” cropland includes fallow or soil improvement 
areas.  The 692 farms in Gloucester County are generally large for New Jersey, averaging 
73 acres in size.  However, the median farm in Gloucester County is 22 acres, indicating 
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that most of the County’s farm units are much smaller (see Average and Median Farm 
Size Chart below; see Farms by Size Chart below). (2002 Census of Agriculture) 
 

2002 Gloucester County Farmland (Acres)
Source: Census of Agriculture
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Gloucester Co. Average & Median Farm Size: 
1982 - 2002

Source: Census of Agriculture
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Gloucester County Farms by Size: 1987-2002
Source: Census of Agriculture
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Soils 
 
Gloucester County’s soils form the foundation of the local agriculture industry.  The 
erodability, water capacity, nutrient retention, and other physical features of the region’s 
soils directly influence the productivity and viability of Gloucester County’s farms.  They 
also determine what agricultural goods are most appropriate to produce locally.  
Preserving the productive and locally unique soils of Gloucester County as farmland will 
be critical for maintaining its agricultural industry and rural landscapes. 
 
Gloucester County’s soils were formed through a series of geological events.  They 
originated as sediments that accumulated on top of bedrock at the bottom of an ancient 
ocean that covered what is now Gloucester County.  These fine and sandy marine 
sediments were later covered by gravelly quartzite material that was deposited by glacial 
melt waters following the last Ice Age.  The characteristics of the individual soil types in 
Gloucester County are defined largely by the ratio of marine to glacial sediments they 
contain and the parent materials from which they were derived.  The sandy and gravelly 
soils of Gloucester County are good for field crop agriculture because they are generally 
free of rocks and are relatively easy to till. (Gloucester County Soil Survey)2 
 
Local topography also plays an important role in determining soil characteristics.  Low-
lying areas were submerged by glacial melt waters for an extended time after the last Ice 
Age.  The remains of plants and microorganisms that lived in these shallow waters 
formed thick layers of organic material on top of low-lying soils.  Conversely, dry upland 
soils were subjected to strong weathering forces, such as wind and precipitation, that 
eroded them and reduced their depth to bedrock in these areas.  The topographical 
location of Gloucester County’s soils is associated with variations in important 
agricultural features, such as their concentration of organic matter and permeability.  
Low-lying soils are generally deeper and have more organic matter than upland soils, 
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making them more productive for some crops.  However, they also tend to be poorly 
drained and are more likely to incur flood-related losses. (Gloucester County Soil Survey) 
 
The climate and local environment of Gloucester County also exert a significant 
influence on its soils.  The County’s wet and humid climate causes a large amount of 
organic nutrients and basic compounds to leach out of its soils, leaving them relatively 
nutrient-poor and acidic.  The plants and animals that colonize these soils deposit some 
organic material, but not enough to entirely counteract the extensive leaching that occurs.  
Consequently, many farmers in Gloucester County must use fertilizer on their fields for 
certain crops and regularly apply lime to raise the soil pH. 
 
The combination of all these characteristics including chemical composition, texture, 
depth to bedrock, organic material, drainage, and pH of the County’s soils determine their 
suitability for agricultural production.  Based on these features, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) classifies some soils as prime, statewide important, and 
unique because they exhibit exceptional capacity for supporting agricultural production: 
 
• Prime farmland soils rest on land that has the best combination of physical and 

chemical characteristics for producing food, feed, forage, fiber and oilseed crops.  
They have the quality, growing season, and water capacity to sustain high yields 
when managed according to appropriate farming methods.  Prime soils are not 
heavily eroded or saturated for a long period of time, and they flood infrequently; 

• Farmland soils of statewide importance produce high yields of crops when treated 
and managed according to acceptable farming methods, but do not produce yields 
that are as high as prime soils; 

• Unique soils exhibit specific qualities that may be favorable to the production of 
specialized crops, such as blueberries or cranberries. (NRCS website)3; 

• Soils of local importance are another category of agricultural soils that is not 
mapped or designated by NRCS.  However, these soils are significant in the 
agriculture of Gloucester County, and are considered to be soils capable of 
supporting agriculture;  

• Other soils encompass all soil types that are not classified as prime, statewide 
important, unique, or locally important.  The capacity of these soils for supporting 
agricultural should be assessed on a site-specific basis. 

 
Prime, Statewide, and Unique farmland soils cover 144,122 acres (66.9%) of Gloucester 
County (see Soils charts below). (NRCS Soil Data Mart website)4  Prime and Statewide 
Important soils are generally clustered in the northwestern Townships of Woolwich, East 
Greenwich, Harrison, and South Harrison with smaller concentrations in Logan, Elk, 
Mantua, and Monroe Townships.  Unique soils are generally found along rivers and 
smaller streams within the County (see Soils Map). 
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Soils of Gloucester County, New Jersey
Source: NRCS Soil Data Mart website
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Active Agricultural Land by Soil Type 
Source: NRCS Soil Data Mart website, NJDEP Land Use/Land Cover data 

Soil Type Total Area (Acres) Acres in Active Ag % in Active Ag 
Prime Farmland Soils 78,182.4  33,264.0 42.5% 
Statewide Important Soils 42,708.1  14,817.8 34.7% 
Unique Soils  23,327.6  413.8  1.8% 
Other Soils 71,398.2  3,081.2  4.3% 
TOTAL 215,616.4  51,576.8  23.9% 

 
 

Soils of Gloucester County, New Jersey 
ABBR SOIL DESCRIPTION ACRES % OF CO. 

PRIME SOILS 
 AucB    Aura loamy sand, 0 to 5 % slopes   2,607 1.2%
 AugA    Aura sandy loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   255 0.1%
 AugB    Aura sandy loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   18,280 8.5%
 AupB    Aura loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   46 0.0%
 AvsB    Aura-Sassafras loamy sands, 0 to 5 % slopes   1,166 0.5%
 AvtB    Aura-Sassafras sandy loams, 2 to 5 % slopes   4,742 2.2%
 BumA    Buddtown-Deptford complex, 0 to 2 % slopes   1,756 0.8%
 CogB    Collington loamy sand, 0 to 5 % slopes   188 0.1%
 CokA    Collington sandy loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   189 0.1%
 CokB    Collington sandy loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   488 0.2%
 CosB    Colts Neck sandy loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   931 0.4%
 DoeA    Downer sandy loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   6,173 2.9%
 DoeB    Downer sandy loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   1,277 0.6%
 FrfB    Freehold loamy sand, 0 to 5 % slopes   8,343 3.9%
 FrkA    Freehold sandy loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   2,300 1.1%
 FrkB    Freehold sandy loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   3,215 1.5%
 KemB    Keyport sandy loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   1,638 0.8%
 KeoA    Keyport loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   374 0.2%



Gloucester County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan – April 2008         1-6 

Soils of Gloucester County, New Jersey 
ABBR SOIL DESCRIPTION ACRES % OF CO. 
 MaoB    Marlton sandy loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   2,122 1.0%
 SacA    Sassafras sandy loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   4,270 2.0%
 SacB    Sassafras sandy loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   2,769 1.3%
 WeeB    Westphalia fine sandy loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   4,562 2.1%
 WoeA    Woodstown sandy loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   371 0.2%
 WoeB    Woodstown sandy loam, 2 to 5 % slopes   363 0.2%
 WokA    Woodstown-Glassboro complex, 0 to 2 % slopes   9,719 4.5%
  TOTAL PRIME SOILS 78,144 36.3%
  

SOILS OF STATEWIDE IMPORTANCE 
 AugC    Aura sandy loam, 5 to 10 % slopes   75 0.0%
 AvsC    Aura-Sassafras loamy sands, 5 to 10 % slopes   613 0.3%
 AvtC    Aura-Sassafras sandy loams, 5 to 10 % slopes   756 0.4%
 AvtC2    Aura-Sassafras sandy loams, 5 to 10 % slopes, eroded   389 0.2%
 CogC    Collington loamy sand, 5 to 10 % slopes   39 0.0%
 CokC    Collington sandy loam, 5 to 10 % slopes   148 0.1%
 CosC    Colts Neck sandy loam, 5 to 10 % slopes   533 0.2%
 DocB    Downer loamy sand, 0 to 5 % slopes   12,880 6.0%
 DocC    Downer loamy sand, 5 to 10 % slopes   79 0.0%
 FamA    Fallsington sandy loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   5,928 2.8%
 FapA    Fallsington loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   1,718 0.8%
 FrfC    Freehold loamy sand, 5 to 10 % slopes   2,177 1.0%
 FrkC    Freehold sandy loam, 5 to 10 % slopes   981 0.5%
 HbmB    Hammonton loamy sand, 0 to 5 % slopes   4,552 2.1%
 JdrA    Jade Run fine sandy loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   948 0.4%
 KemC2    Keyport sandy loam, 5 to 10 % slopes, eroded   170 0.1%
 KreA    Kresson fine sandy loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   50 0.0%
 LenA    Lenni loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   2,205 1.0%
 MaoC    Marlton sandy loam, 5 to 10 % slopes   395 0.2%
 MaoC2    Marlton sandy loam, 5 to 10 % slopes, eroded   478 0.2%
 MumA    Mullica sandy loam, 0 to 2 % slopes   2 0.0%
 OTKA    Othello and Fallsington soils, 0 to 2 % slopes   1 0.0%
 SabB    Sassafras loamy sand, 0 to 5 % slopes   3,307 1.5%
 SabC    Sassafras loamy sand, 5 to 10 % slopes   1,641 0.8%
 SacC    Sassafras sandy loam, 5 to 10 % slopes   986 0.5%
 SacD    Sassafras sandy loam, 10 to 15 % slopes   52 0.0%
 ThfB    Tinton sand, 0 to 5 % slopes   453 0.2%
 WeeC    Westphalia fine sandy loam, 5 to 10 % slopes   1,100 0.5%
  TOTAL STATEWIDE IMPORTANT SOILS 42,656 19.8%
  

UNIQUE SOILS 
 AtsA    Atsion sand, 0 to 2 % slopes   568 0.3%
 AtsAr    Atsion sand, 0 to 2 % slopes, rarely flooded   4,399 2.0%
 BerAr    Berryland sand, 0 to 2 % slopes, rarely flooded   34 0.0%
 BEXAS    Berryland and Mullica soils, 0 to 2 % slopes, occasionally flooded   2,171 1.0%
 MakAt    Manahawkin muck, 0 to 2 % slopes, frequently flooded   11,211 5.2%



Gloucester County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan – April 2008         1-7 

Soils of Gloucester County, New Jersey 
ABBR SOIL DESCRIPTION ACRES % OF CO. 
 MamnAv    Mannington-Nanticoke complex, 0 to 1 % slopes, very frequently flooded   2,064 1.0%
 MamuAv    Mannington-Nanticoke-Udorthents complex, 0 to 1 % slopes, very frequently flooded   2,865 1.3%
  TOTAL UNIQUE SOILS 23,312 10.8%
  

OTHER SOILS 
 AvuB    Aura-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   5,800 2.7%
 AvuC    Aura-Urban land complex, 5 to 10 % slopes   344 0.2%
 BuuB    Buddtown-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   409 0.2%
 ChsAt    Chicone silt loam, 0 to 1 % slopes, frequently flooded   165 0.1%
 CoeAs    Colemantown loam, 0 to 2 % slopes, occasionally flooded   224 0.1%
 CopB    Collington-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   740 0.3%
 DouB    Downer-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   2,213 1.0%
 EveB    Evesboro sand, 0 to 5 % slopes   866 0.4%
 EveC    Evesboro sand, 5 to 10 % slopes   972 0.5%
 EveE    Evesboro sand, 15 to 25 % slopes   2 0.0%
 EvuB    Evesboro-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   218 0.1%
 FauB    Fallsington-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   1,066 0.5%
 FmhAt    Fluvaquents, loamy, 0 to 3 % slopes, frequently flooded   5,479 2.5%
 FrkD    Freehold sandy loam, 10 to 15 % slopes   800 0.4%
 FrkD2    Freehold sandy loam, 10 to 15 % slopes, eroded   147 0.1%
 FrkE    Freehold sandy loam, 15 to 25 % slopes   1,871 0.9%
 FrkF    Freehold sandy loam, 25 to 40 % slopes   661 0.3%
 FrrB    Freehold-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   5,727 2.7%
 FrrC    Freehold-Urban land complex, 5 to 10 % slopes   47 0.0%
 HbrB    Hammonton-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   465 0.2%
 JduA    Jade Run-Urban land complex, 0 to 2 % slopes   90 0.0%
 KeuB    Keyport-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   120 0.1%
 LakB    Lakehurst sand, 0 to 5 % slopes   491 0.2%
 LasB    Lakewood sand, 0 to 5 % slopes   987 0.5%
 LatvB    Lakewood-Quakerbridge complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   1,402 0.7%
 MaoD    Marlton sandy loam, 10 to 15 % slopes   33 0.0%
 MaoD2    Marlton sandy loam, 10 to 15 % slopes, eroded   396 0.2%
 MauB    Marlton-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   504 0.2%
 PEEAR    Pedricktown, Askecksy, and Mullica soils, 0 to 2 % slopes, rarely flooded   133 0.1%
 PHG    Pits, sand and gravel   1,565 0.7%
 SabD    Sassafras loamy sand, 10 to 15 % slopes   975 0.5%
 SabF    Sassafras loamy sand, 15 to 40 % slopes   337 0.2%
 SapB    Sassafras-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   1,353 0.6%
 UdauB    Udorthents-Urban land complex, 0 to 8 % slopes   361 0.2%
 UddB    Udorthents, dredged materials, 0 to 8 % slopes   1,844 0.9%
 UddcB    Udorthents, dredged coarse materials, 0 to 8 % slopes   3,539 1.6%
 UddfB    Udorthents, dredged fine materials, 0 to 8 % slopes   1,271 0.6%
 UddrB    Udorthents, dredged materials-Urban land complex, 0 to 8 % slopes   506 0.2%
 UdrB    Udorthents, refuse substratum, 0 to 8 % slopes   244 0.1%
 UR    Urban land   4,343 2.0%
 USAURB    Urban land-Aura complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   1,408 0.7%
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Soils of Gloucester County, New Jersey 
ABBR SOIL DESCRIPTION ACRES % OF CO. 
 USDOWB    Urban land-Downer complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   1,764 0.8%
 USFREB    Urban land-Freehold complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   1,846 0.9%
 USSASB    Urban land-Sassafras complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   649 0.3%
 USWESB    Urban land-Westphalia complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   491 0.2%
 WATER    Water   10,735 5.0%
 WeeD    Westphalia fine sandy loam, 10 to 15 % slopes   439 0.2%
 WeeD2    Westphalia fine sandy loam, 10 to 15 % slopes, eroded   77 0.0%
 WeeF    Westphalia fine sandy loam, 15 to 40 % slopes   555 0.3%
 WehB    Westphalia-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   2,037 0.9%
 WehC    Westphalia-Urban land complex, 5 to 10 % slopes   497 0.2%
 WooB    Woodstown-Urban land complex, 0 to 5 % slopes   2,180 1.0%
  TOTAL OTHER SOILS 71,388 33.1%
        
  TOTAL ALL SOILS 215,500 100.0%

Source: NRCS Soil Data Mart website 
 
Irrigated Land & Water Sources 
 
Irrigation plays an important role in the agricultural industry of Gloucester County.  
Some of the County’s sandier soils are easily over-dried, and require irrigation to 
maintain adequate growing conditions.  Many of the County’s staple crops – including 
vegetables, ornamentals, and fruit – need well-irrigated soils in order to develop.  In 
2002, 176 farms irrigated 11,522 acres, representing more than 25% of the County’s 
farms and almost 23% of its farmland. (2002 Census of Agriculture)  The amount of land 
that was irrigated in Gloucester County during 2002 was higher than average due to 
abnormal drought conditions.  The majority of these irrigated acres were planted with 
vegetable and ornamental crops in towns along the Salem County border including Elk, 
Franklin, South Harrison, and Woolwich Townships.  Harrison and East Greenwich 
Townships support a significant number of fruit and field crop farms that utilize irrigation 
as well. (New Jersey Farmland Assessment data) 
 
Groundwater is the primary source of water for irrigation in Gloucester County.  Farmers 
use on-site wells that are dug into underlying bedrock aquifers to access groundwater.  
The productivity of on-site wells is determined by the capacity of the aquifers beneath 
them and the demand from competing water uses.  Aquifer capacity is greatest if it is 
made up of sandy, porous substrate and bordered by confining layers of non-porous clay 
or rock material that trap water between them. 
 
Gloucester County rests upon a number of highly productive aquifers.  Unfortunately, 
many of these aquifers are experiencing significant development within their recharge 
zones – areas where surface waters percolate into the aquifers – and are becoming 
contaminated.  The quality and abundance of the groundwater reserves within these 
aquifers are critically important to the viability of local agriculture, especially during dry 
seasons.  The Gloucester County Natural Resources Planning Study5 identifies three 
principal aquifers that supply potable water. (see Aquifers Map below) 
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The Potomac-Raritan-Magothy (PRM) Aquifer serves areas in Gloucester County 
between the Delaware River and the Mt. Laurel-Wenonah outcrop (see Aquifers Map 
below).  Wells that are dug into this aquifer can yield up to 1,400 gallons per minute 
(gpm) – more than any other aquifer in the County.  The PRM is primarily tapped by 
industrial operations and commercial water companies that service residents near the 
Delaware River. (Gloucester County Natural Resources Planning Study) 
 
The PRM Aquifer has experienced booming demand in recent years.  Consequently, its 
capacity has been greatly reduced, and saltwater from the Delaware River has begun to 
infiltrate its fresh groundwater supplies.  The New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection established Water Supply Critical Area #2 in 1993 to maintain the viability of 
the PRM Aquifer.  This initiative mandated that water use from areas served by the PRM 
Aquifer be reduced by 22%.  The majority of Gloucester County, excluding its northwest 
corner, falls within the affected area (see Water Supply Critical Area #2 Map below). 
 
The Mount Laurel-Wenonah (MLW) Aquifer serves areas in central Gloucester County 
between its outcrop area and that of the Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer to the southeast.  It 
is made up mostly of sandy substrate and can supply wells that yield up to 200 gpm. 
 
The demand upon the MLW Aquifer increased substantially after the creation of Water 
Supply Critical Area #2.  Rapidly developing areas in northern Gloucester County have 
relied more heavily upon the MLW Aquifer as an alternative to the PRM Aquifer, and the 
yields of private wells that tap the MLW have declined as a result. (Navoy, 2001)6  Large 
agricultural areas in Woolwich, East Greenwich, and Harrison Townships rely upon the 
Mount Laurel-Wenonah Aquifer for irrigation water, and their continued viability 
depends upon more limited, sustainable demand on this groundwater resource. 
 
The Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer underlies the portion of Gloucester County south of its 
outcrop area, which runs through South Harrison Township and north of Pitman into 
Washington Township.  Its loamy substrate supports wells that can yield up to 800 gpm 
to the residential and agricultural land uses above it. 
 
The Kirkwood-Cohansey is an unconfined aquifer that is recharged directly by surface 
precipitation.  Consequently, the Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer and the areas it supports 
are highly susceptible to surface contamination from any liquids that penetrate its surface 
soils.  Septic systems, chemical spills, and agricultural fertilizers could potentially 
contaminate this aquifer, and special care should be taken to prevent pollution from these 
sources.  The Kirkwood-Cohansey also provides the base flow for the region’s water 
bodies.  Excessive extractions from the aquifer would negatively affect the rivers and 
streams of southern Gloucester County. (Navoy, 2001) 
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Source: Navoy, A. 2001 

 

 
Source: Gloucester County Improvement Authority website7 

 
Distribution of Agricultural Lands 
 
The majority of Gloucester County’s active agricultural lands are clustered along its 
border with Salem County.  Municipalities in this area tend to have the highest 
concentrations of farmland among all Gloucester County towns.  Development trends, 
rather than physical features, have determined where farmland remains the predominant 
land use in the County.  Growth pressures have consumed most of the farmland in towns 
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adjacent to Camden County while towns further away from urban centers have retained 
their rural, agricultural character (see Active Agricultural Land Chart below). 
 

Active Agricultural Land in Gloucester County 

Municipality 

Cropland 
Harvested 

(Acres) 

Cropland 
Pastured 
(Acres) 

Permanent 
Pasture 
(Acres) 

Total for 
Agricultural Use 

(Acres) 
Source: 2004 New Jersey Farmland Assessment data 

Clayton Borough 286 0 27 313 
Deptford Township 605 57 232 894 
East Greenwich Township 3,017 109 266 3,392 
Elk Township 5,310 101 160 5,571 
Franklin Township 6,215 161 365 6,741 
Glassboro Borough 270 6 9 285 
Greenwich Township 643 5 123 771 
Harrison Township 3,965 184 192 4,341 
Logan Township 3,549 162 60 3,771 
Mantua Township 2,227 151 282 2,660 
Monroe Township 2,733 248 186 3,167 
National Park Borough 0 0 0 0 
Newfield Borough 173 5 0 178 
Paulsboro Borough 23 0 0 23 
Pitman Borough 12 0 0 12 
South Harrison Township 4,467 126 552 5,145 
Swedesboro Borough 16 0 0 16 
Washington Township 988 32 80 1,100 
Wenonah Borough 0 0 0 0 
West Deptford Township 587 52 226 865 
Westville Borough 0 0 0 0 
Woodbury City 0 0 0 0 
Woodbury Heights Borough 0 0 0 0 
Woolwich Township 6,031 171 338 6,540 
Total 41,117 1,570 3,098 45,785 

 
Summary 
 
The landscape of Gloucester County is conducive to the production of various 
agricultural products.  Gloucester County’s large areas of agriculturally productive soils 
contribute to the productivity of local crop farms.  The success of agriculture in 
Gloucester County is threatened by, among other things, water availability due to 
competition from other land uses and potential contamination of groundwater from 
nearby residential, industrial, and commercial areas.  The continuing fragmentation of the 
County’s agricultural landscape by expanding development patterns is reducing the 
availability of land for agricultural production and threatening the long-term viability of 
farming. 
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1 United States Department of Agriculture: National Agricultural Statistic Service, 2002 Census of 
Agriculture. http://www.nass.usda.gov/Census_of_Agriculture/index.asp.  Accessed October 2007. 
 
2 Natural Resource Conservation Service. Soil Survey of Gloucester County, New Jersey. United States 
Department of Agriculture; Washington D.C.: 2007. 
 
3 Natural Resources Conservation Service website. “Important New Jersey Soils.” 
http://www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/soils/uniquefarm.html .  Accessed 17 August 2007. 
 
4 Natural Resources Conservation Service website. “Soil Data Mart – Gloucester County, New Jersey.”  
http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/Survey.aspx?County=NJ015 .  Accessed October 2007. 
 
5 Gloucester County Planning Department. Natural Resources Planning Study. 1977. 
 
6 Navoy, A. Gloucester County Groundwater Resources and Issues. In Watershed Issues. Published by the 
Federation of Gloucester County Watersheds and the South Jersey Land Trust.  Spring 2001. 
 
7 Gloucester County Improvement Authority. “Water Supply Critical Area #2 Map”. 
http://www.gcstormwater.com/pdfs/maps-area2.pdf.  Accessed 18 October 2007. 
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CHAPTER 2: AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY IN 
GLOUCESTER COUNTY 

 
 
The farming industry of Gloucester County is an invaluable part of New Jersey’s 
agricultural economy.  It is among the nation’s most prolific areas for growing peaches 
and bell peppers, and is the State leader in apple and asparagus production.  It is also 
among the State’s five most productive counties in almost every other agricultural 
category, including field crops (barley, sweet potatoes, wheat, and soybeans), vegetables 
(tomatoes, cabbage, and sweet corn), dairy, and nursery products. (2006 Annual Report of 
the New Jersey Department of Agriculture)1 
 
In addition to its importance within the State’s agricultural economy, farming in 
Gloucester County is a considerable part of the local economy.  Agriculture accounted for 
more than $66 million in sales during 2002 – an amount that was negatively impacted by 
the severe and statewide drought conditions that occurred that year. (2002 Census of 
Agriculture)2 While this figure represents less than one percent of the County’s overall 
business sales (2002 Economic Census)3, agriculture exerts a considerable economic 
influence through its many market linkages.  Agriculture directly supports ancillary 
businesses, such as equipment suppliers and livestock veterinarians.  Sales from these 
businesses, as well as direct sales to consumers, are not fully encompassed within Census 
agriculture sales figures.  However, these sales are entirely dependent upon an active 
local agriculture industry to create the necessary demand for their services. 
 
Farms provide indirect support to the local economy as well.  They offer seasonal 
employment opportunities for young residents and temporary workers who, in turn, 
patronize local stores and businesses.  Tourists who visit Gloucester County to enjoy its 
scenic agricultural landscapes and patronize its farm stands and markets also support 
local restaurants and motels.  The influence of these agricultural linkages on Gloucester 
County’s economy is unmistakable. 
 
Agriculture also provides a greater economic benefit to the Gloucester County 
community than other land uses.  Farms require few, if any, municipal services while 
residential neighborhoods and commercial districts demand significant expenditures on 
road improvements, sewers, and schools.  Many studies have found that New Jersey 
municipalities spend between $1.04 and $1.67 on services for residential developments 
per $1.00 in tax revenues levied on them – a net loss to local governments.  Meanwhile, 
towns spend between $0.27 and $0.33 per $1.00 levied on farm assessed properties, and 
thus agriculture provides a net gain to local governments. (ANJEC, 2004)4  In fact, farms 
also provide many external benefits, such as groundwater filtration and stormwater 
control, that local governments might otherwise have to pay to supply. 
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Additionally, farms generate a positive cash flow to the Gloucester County economy by 
selling their products to buyers based outside the County, such as distributors and 
agritourists.  Local farmers spend the revenue earned from these sales locally, which 
supports the County’s economy.  Contrarily, retail stores and other non-agricultural firms 
that cater to local residents often send their revenues out of the County.  In this way, 
agricultural production is preferable to other kinds of business activities as it promotes a 
more stable and independent local economy. 
 
Gloucester County is especially well-positioned to benefit from positive cash flows from 
agricultural production.  Retailers, wholesalers, and tourists from the greater-Philadelphia 
region produce a large demand for locally-grown farm goods.  This market, as well as the 
exceptional productivity and resourcefulness of local farmers, will help sustain 
agriculture in Gloucester County into the future. 
 
Statistical Resources 
 
Agricultural production and market value trends were calculated using data from the 
United States Department of Agriculture’s National Agriculture Statistics Service. 
(NASS)5  The agricultural yields for many products have been tabulated annually since 
1953, while the yields of other products have been recorded only in more recent years.  
Historical pricing information for some of these products is also available.  These 
historical trends are supplemented by weather and production information from the 
annual reports of the New Jersey Department of Agriculture. (New Jersey Department of 
Agriculture 2006 Annual Report)6  New Jersey Farmland Assessment data, which 
quantifies the land area devoted to individual agricultural products, is also referenced. 
 
Trends in the market value of the products produced by Gloucester County’s agricultural 
industry are difficult to determine.  Overall market values are not compiled annually at 
the County level, but rather reported every five years as part of the National Census of 
Agriculture.  The next Census report will be available at the beginning of 2008.  Further 
obscuring this trend is the additional susceptibility to sampling error that occurs with less 
frequent data observations.  For example, the last Census report was taken in 2002 – a 
year in which New Jersey experienced severe drought conditions that greatly reduced the 
agricultural output of many crops.  This variability should also be considered when 
interpreting market value data. 
 
Agricultural Production and Market Trends – Overview 
 
Gloucester County’s agricultural industry supports a wide variety of farmers, farming 
operations, and support businesses.  Career farmers as well as part-time, second-career, 
and “hobby” farmers produce agricultural goods within the County.  Gloucester County’s 
farms range in size from five acres to 2,000 acres, and its farms sell anywhere from a few 
hundred to a few million dollars worth of agricultural products annually.  The County 
relies upon its staple vegetable and nursery crops, but also produces substantial harvests 
of other crops as well as dairy and livestock goods.  This diversity forms the basis of the 
strong and sustainable agricultural industry that exists in Gloucester County. 
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Farm Units 
 
The 2002 Census of Agriculture reports that there are 692 farm units within Gloucester 
County.  The number of farm units has remained stable since 1982, when no more than 
704 farms (in 1992) and no less than 652 farms (1997) were in operation.  However, 
these farms have been decreasing in size during this time, especially between 1997 and 
2002 (see Average & Median Farm Size Chart below).  The decrease in farm sizes has 
been caused by two primary factors: 1) many small, “estate” farms have been established 
by second-career and hobby farmers – a practice that has become much more attractive in 
recent years; and 2) record high land values during the 2000’s have prompted many 
farmers to subdivide and sell portions of their properties while continuing to farm on their 
remaining lands.  Today, the majority of the County’s farms are very small (median size 
22 acres), and pressures to make them even smaller continue to influence Gloucester 
County’s agricultural economy. 
 

Gloucester Co. Average & Median Farm Size: 
1982 - 2002

Source: Census of Agriculture
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Despite the trend towards decreasing farm size, the role of large farm operations in 
Gloucester County has never been more important.  A majority of farms in Gloucester 
County produce less than $2,500 in agricultural products each year, but these farms 
together occupy only a very small portion of the County’s agricultural sales (see 2002 
Sales by Farm Chart below).  Instead, the comparatively few high-earning farms that 
annually sell more than $500,000 worth of goods form the backbone of the Gloucester 
County agricultural economy, accounting for more than 70% of its total sales.  High-
yielding producers have secured a larger portion of the County’s agricultural sales over 
the last twenty years by increasing their market share from around 30% in 1987 to 70.5% 
in 2002 (see Sales by Farm: 1987 to 2002 Chart below). 
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2002 Gloucester County Sales by Farm 
Source: 2002 Census of Agriculture
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Gloucester County Sales by Farms: 1987 - 2002
Source: Census of Agriculture
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The trend represented by this chart has been perpetuated by statewide growth in the 
vegetable and nursery sectors.  These products are subject to significant economies of 
scale because their production requires substantial expenditures on infrastructure, such as 
irrigation systems and greenhouses.  Larger farms are more likely to incorporate the 
necessary infrastructure and capture bigger percentages of the market share than smaller 
operations.  Also, many more small, estate farms have been established that may sell only 
the minimum amount of agricultural products necessary to retain farmland assessment.  
This practice causes there to be a very high number of low-earning farms that capture a 
small portion of the County’s agricultural market share. 
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Agricultural Sales 
 
The Census of Agriculture separates agricultural activities into two categories:  “crops, 
including nursery and greenhouse” and “livestock, poultry and their products”.  County 
sales from the “crops, including nursery and greenhouse” category, which had steadily 
increased from 1987 to 1997, were up only 1% from $61.3 million in 1997 to $62 million 
in 2002. (Census of Agriculture)  Declining growth and even significant losses within the 
field crop industry were observed throughout New Jersey during the 2002 Census year 
due to severe drought conditions.  Sales from the “livestock, poultry and their products” 
category also ended a recent upward trend by falling 28% from $5.7 million in 1997 to 
$4.1 million during 2002 (see Agricultural Sales chart below).  Worsening conditions in 
the dairy market, rather than physical output reductions, were the principal causes of this. 
 

Gloucester County Agricultural Sales: 1987 - 2002
Source: Census of Agriculture
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Field Crop Production – Overview 
 
Field crops in Gloucester County sold for a total of $62 million in 2002, comprising more 
than 93% of the County’s total agricultural sales.  The percentage Gloucester County’s 
agricultural sales that is derived from crops is higher than the State average of 87.7%.  
This is due both to the excellent productivity of Gloucester County’s soils and the 
prevalence of livestock and equine operations in other parts of the New Jersey. (2002 
Census of Agriculture)  The field crops produced in Gloucester County can be divided 
into five general categories: vegetables, nursery/greenhouse products, fruits, grains, and 
other crops.  Sales and sales trends from crops within each of these categories are 
represented in the Field Crop Sales charts below. 
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Gloucester County Field Crop Sales: 1987 - 2002
Source: Census of Agriculture
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2002 Gloucester County Field Crop Sales 
Source: 2002 Census of Agriculture
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Vegetables  
 
Vegetables were Gloucester County’s highest selling agricultural sector in 2002, when 
the County’s farmers sold roughly $26.7 million worth of vegetables and vegetable 
goods.  This corresponds to 43% of the County’s field crop sales and more than 40% of 
all agricultural sales, which is much higher than the statewide average of 25.5% for field 
crop sales and 22.4% for all agricultural sales.  Vegetables sales were up 10% from 1997 
despite drought-related losses and reduced productivity during 2002.  The widespread 
nature of this drought made vegetable prices rise high enough to offset many of the sales 
losses caused by reduced production capacity. (2002 Census of Agriculture) 
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Nearly 40 kinds of vegetables were planted on 7,248 acres in Gloucester County during 
2002 with tomatoes (1,335 acres), bell peppers (1,091 acres), and squash (1,041 acres) 
occupying the most area.  Statewide significant harvests of asparagus (481 acres), sweet 
corn (452 acres), and cabbage (192 acres) were also gathered in Gloucester County. 
(2002 Census of Agriculture) 
 
Farms that grow vegetables and vegetable products tend to be among the highest-earning 
operations in Gloucester County.  Roughly 40% of the County’s agricultural sales come 
from vegetables, but only 117 of the County’s 692 farms (16.9%) and 14.3% of the 
County farmland grows vegetables. (2002 Census of Agriculture)  This is because the 
vegetable products sold by the County’s farmers have much higher market values than 
most other agricultural goods.  What is not captured by these sales figures is that 
vegetables require comparatively higher input costs, which reduce their net value.  
Economy-of-scale production infrastructure, such as irrigation systems, are best able to 
maximize the net sales revenue that farms take in from producing and selling vegetable 
products.  These costly, high-capital production methods are affordable primarily to 
larger agricultural operations, and therefore they are the most common producers of these 
high-intensity products. 
 
Nursery/greenhouse 
 
The nursery, greenhouse, and sod subsector – which encompasses flowers, flower 
seeds, landscaping plants, trees/shrubs, and other products – was Gloucester County’s 
second highest grossing field crop category in 2002.  Sales of these products totaled $22 
million, which was down 1.8% from 1997.  Rather than actual losses in productivity, this 
reduction is likely attributable to new reporting methodology for the nursery/greenhouse 
sector that was enacted by the Census of Agriculture between 1997 and 2002. 
 
Nursery/greenhouse goods account for 35% of the County’s crop sales and 33% of its 
overall agricultural sales (see 2002 Crop Sales chart above).  The market share of 
Gloucester County agricultural sales that is comprised of nursery and greenhouse 
products (35%), while substantial, is lower than in the rest of New Jersey, where 
nursery/greenhouse products account for 47.6% of the State’s total agricultural sales.  
Thus, Gloucester County’s field crop production is more diverse and less dependent on 
nursery/greenhouse crops than are other areas of New Jersey. 
 
Farms that grow nursery, greenhouse, or sod products also tend to be among the high-
earning operations in Gloucester County.  The County’s agricultural sales percentage 
from nursery, greenhouse, and sod operations (35%) is much higher than the proportion 
of the County’s farms (114 of 692, or 16.5%) that grow these products.  Only 4.3% of the 
County’s farmland is occupied by nursery products.  Nursery/greenhouse farms take in 
more than twice the County average in sales earnings, and require comparatively little 
land to do so. (2002 Census of Agriculture) 
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Similar to vegetable products, nursery, greenhouse, and sod goods have higher market 
values than most other agricultural goods, but also require comparatively higher input 
costs.  Likewise, economy-of-scale production methods, which are mostly utilized by 
large-scale operations, capture the highest profit margins among producers of 
greenhouse/nursery goods.  This is particularly true for trees and shrubs (not including 
Christmas trees), which are planted on roughly 84% of the County’s farmland that falls 
within this market sector. (2002 Census of Agriculture)  Trees and shrubs require costly 
chemical inputs, such as fertilizers and pesticides, as well as enough labor capacity to 
maintain and package them for sale. 
 
Fruit 
 
Fruit comprises the third highest-grossing field crop sector in Gloucester County.  The 
County’s fruit farms earned $11 million in 2002, up 10% from 1997.  The share of 
agricultural sales that come from fruit has steadily decreased since 1987.  At that time, 
fruit accounted for more than 27% of the County’s crop sales compared to 18% today. 
(2002 Census of Agriculture)  This is due to declining yields and flat sales that have been 
overtaken by a wider range of agricultural products, such nursery goods and vegetables 
(see Field Crop Sales chart). 
 
Peaches are the strongest contributor to the fruit industry in Gloucester County.  
Approximately 4,232 acres were planted with peach trees in 2002, which comprises 8.3% 
of the County’s total farmland and 88.1% of its farmland in fruit production. (2002 
Census of Agriculture)  Peach production figures are not available at the county level in 
New Jersey.  Apples – the County’s second most important fruit product – have been 
experiencing a prevailing downward production trend since 1995 (see Apple Production 
chart below).  This trend has been observed across southern New Jersey, and is 
attributable largely to stiffening competition from growers outside the state. 
 

Gloucester County Apple Production: 1972 - 2006
Source: New Jersey Office of NASS
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Similar to vegetables and nursery products, fruit crops require significant investments to 
maximize profitability.  Regular applications of pesticides are particularly important for 
growing peaches and apples, and agricultural labor is usually required for harvesting, 
packaging, and selling them.  These requirements make fruit more suitable for large and 
well-financed farms.  However, fruit is also a popular product among smaller operations 
that support agritourism facilities, such as pick-your-owns and farm markets, on their 
farms.  Agritourism facilities that feature fruit products contribute to the economic 
viability of smaller farms in Gloucester County. 
 
Grains 
 
The sector of field crops that occupy the most land in Gloucester County is grains, peas, 
and beans.  This category includes corn, wheat, sorghum, and oats for grain or seed, as 
well as oilseeds, soybeans for beans, and dry peas.  Sales of products within the grains 
sector dropped nearly 70% between 1997 and 2002 to $1.6 million because of severe 
statewide drought conditions.  Grains are more affected by weather than most other field 
crops because they are rarely provided with additional nutrient or water inputs via 
fertilizers or irrigation.  Even despite severe drought, less than 1% of Gloucester 
County’s grain acreage was irrigated in 2002. (2002 Census of Agriculture)  
Consequently, grain production tends to experience sharp increases and decreases from 
year to year.  The 2002 Census year saw among the worst grain harvests on record (see 
Grain Production chart below). 
 
Additionally, much of the County’s grain is produced on local horse and livestock farms 
that, in turn, use it as feed for their animals.  This grain is never sold and is not recorded 
in the Census sales figures.  Consequently, grain plays a much larger role within the local 
agricultural industry than its sales numbers indicate. 
 

Gloucester County Grain Production: 
1972 - 2006

Source: New Jersey Office of NASS
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Soybeans are the most common grain, pea, or bean crop.  They were planted on 8,165 
acres in 2002.  Corn for grain and silage (3,337 acres) and winter wheat (2,867 acres) are 
the other two principal grain crops grown in Gloucester County (see Grain Acreage chart 
below).  These acreages are somewhat anomalous because farmers reduced production of 
these crops when weather conditions turned unfavorable.  During previous Census years, 
harvested acreages of these crops were approximately twice those observed in 2002. 
(Census of Agriculture) 
 

2002 Gloucester County Grain Acreage
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Hay and other field crops  
 
Sales of hay, Christmas trees, and other field crops from Gloucester County totaled 
$647,000 during 2002.  Hay was planted on 4,048 acres, which occupied 8% of the 
County’s farmland. (2002 Census of Agriculture)  Much of the County’s hay is produced 
on local horse and livestock farms that, in turn, use it as feed for their animals.  This hay 
is never sold and is not recorded in the Census sales figures.  Consequently, hay plays a 
much larger role within the local agricultural industry than its sales numbers indicate.  
Hay is a low-intensity crop to grow because it does not require the substantial inputs of 
fertilizers, irrigation, or labor that are necessary with other field crops.  Increases in the 
costs of these inputs have encouraged farmers in Gloucester County to rely increasingly 
and heavily on hay production.  Hay will continue to play a role in the County’s 
agriculture industry in the future. 
 
Livestock Production 
 
The livestock sector in Gloucester County is composed of sales from dairy, cattle, 
hog/pig, poultry, equine, and “other” livestock operations.  Gloucester County livestock 
products sold for $4.1 million in 2002, or roughly 6% of the County’s total agricultural 
sales.  The livestock industry is important to agriculture in Gloucester County because it 
consumes other agricultural products, such as feed crops, and uses a wide range of 
agricultural services including large animal veterinarians, creameries, and processing 
plants. 
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2002 Gloucester County Livestock Sales
Source: 2002 Census of Agriculture
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Dairy and hogs/pigs are the primary livestock sectors in Gloucester County.  They 
accounted for 55% and 20%, respectively, of the County’s livestock sales in 2002 (see 
Livestock Sales chart above).  However, sales from the dairy and hog industries in 
Gloucester County fell 28% during 2002 from $5.7 million in 1997 (see Livestock Sales 
chart below).  Unfavorable market conditions have hindered sales among the state’s dairy 
producers despite consistently upward production trends within the County (see Milk 
Production chart below).  Most recently, a combination of high input costs, historically 
low milk prices, and weather-related losses created a scenario that the New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture likened to “a perfect storm” of negative market conditions for 
dairy production. (New Jersey Department of Agriculture 2006 Annual Report7)  Hogs 
and pigs, on the other hand, have been declining steadily over the past thirty years (see 
Hogs and Pigs chart below). 
 

Gloucester County Livestock Sales: 1987-2002
Source: Census of Agriculture
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Gloucester County Milk Production: 1971-2006
Source: New Jersey Office of NASS
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Gloucester County Hogs & Pigs: 1971-2000
Source: New Jersey Office of NASS
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Behind dairy and hogs, horses are the most significant contributors to livestock sales in 
Gloucester County.  Sales of horses netted $435,000 in 2002, but this figure does not 
accurately depict the equine industry’s importance in Gloucester County.  Only 61 of the 
County’s 224 farms that keep horses sold them during 2002.  The remaining farms 
boarded horses, provided riding lessons, or offered other equine services.  The earnings 
from these activities are not imbedded within the horse sales figure presented above. 
(2002 Census of Agriculture)  Additionally, the equine sector has been growing steadily 
during the past twenty years, and is predicted to do so into the future. 
 
Cattle/calves ($330,000), poultry/eggs ($74,000), and other livestock ($161,000) 
comprise the remainder of the County’s livestock sales.  Sales from these industries have 
remained relatively consistent during recent years.  (Census of Agriculture) 



Gloucester County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan –April 2008  2-13 

Agricultural Support Services and Businesses 
 
Gloucester County is ideally situated to take advantage of the many agricultural 
businesses and support services that are located throughout southern New Jersey.  
Gloucester County farmers patronize the variety of agricultural businesses in towns 
within the County, such as Pitman, Harrisonville, Clayton, Glassboro, Swedesboro, and 
Williamstown.  They also are within close proximity to businesses in neighboring 
counties, including Salem, Cumberland, and Atlantic, that have significant concentrations 
of agriculture-oriented businesses. 
 
However, local support businesses are often insufficient to meet all the supply and repair 
needs of Gloucester County’s agricultural community.  The County’s farmers rely 
heavily upon mail order retailers and non-local processing facilities in Pennsylvania.  
Some farmers have found that reliance upon non-local suppliers imposes high shipping 
and transportation costs that can cut into the profitability of their operations.  
Consequently, the County’s farmers have become adept at minimizing the need for 
supply and repair services by fixing many mechanical problems themselves and 
maintaining their equipment.  Farmers tend to specialize in some kind of agricultural 
repair and supplement their incomes by offering their services to other farmers. 
 
There are numerous resource documents that provide information about the agricultural 
businesses and support services available to Gloucester County’s farmers.  The 
Gloucester County Cooperative Extension office has published a “Guide to Gloucester 
County Farm Products” that includes a comprehensive directory of farms in the County.  
The “Green Pages”, published online at http://salem.rutgers.edu/greenpages/ by the 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Salem County, includes a detailed listing of all the 
support organizations, businesses, and services that farmers in southern New Jersey can 
use.  This resource is included in the Appendix to this Plan. 
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1 New Jersey Department of Agriculture.  “New Jersey Agriculture 2006 Annual Report.” 
www.state.nj.us/agriculture/pdf/06AnnualReport.pdf 
 
2 United States Department of Agriculture: National Agricultural Statistics Service, 2002 Census of 
Agriculture. http://www.nass.usda.gov/Census_of_Agriculture/index.asp.  Accessed June 2007.  
 
3 United States Bureau of the Census. 2002 Economic Census – Gloucester County, New Jersey.  
http://www.census.gov/econ/census02/data/nj/NJ015.HTM.  Accessed October 2007. 
 
4 Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions.  Open Space is a Good Investment. 2004. 
 
5 New Jersey Office National Agriculture Statistics Service. 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/New_Jersey/index.asp. Accessed June and August 2007. 
 
6 New Jersey Department of Agriculture.  “New Jersey Agriculture 2006 Annual Report.” 
www.state.nj.us/agriculture/pdf/06AnnualReport.pdf  
 
7 New Jersey Department of Agriculture.  “New Jersey Agriculture 2006 Annual Report.” 
www.state.nj.us/agriculture/pdf/06AnnualReport.pdf 
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CHAPTER 3: THE LAND USE PLANNING 
CONTEXT OF GLOUCESTER COUNTY 

 
 
The land use patterns of Gloucester County exert considerable influence on its 
agricultural industry.  The extension of development infrastructure, such as roads and 
sewer lines, has facilitated the expansion of urban and suburban areas into rural areas.  
The growth of urban and suburban communities in Gloucester County has benefited some 
local farmers by establishing a larger consumer base for their products and creating niche 
agricultural markets for products such as organic goods and equine services.  However, 
changing land use patterns and expanding development have also reduced the availability 
of the farmlands and agricultural infrastructure that farmers depend upon to remain 
profitable.  The extension of urban areas into rural environments in Gloucester County 
has also fueled right-to-farm debates concerning road usage and water rights.  As the 
landscape of Gloucester County continues to evolve, appropriate and effective land use 
planning efforts will be instrumental in the preservation of farmland and local farmers. 
 
Development Patterns & Land Use Trends 
 
Historically, Gloucester County has been an area of concentrated development.  
Gloucester County’s primary clusters of commercial and industrial activity were located 
in Woodbury, Paulsboro, and Pitman, along with manufacturing centers located along the 
Delaware River.  The remainder of the County’s landscape was predominately rural and 
its population spread evenly throughout the countryside.  Small villages, such as 
Swedesboro and Newfield, dotted these rural areas, but were much smaller than their 
counterparts to the north and east.  The division between rural and urban areas in 
Gloucester County prior to World War II was distinct and well-defined. 
 
Following World War II, residential development expanded southward from Philadelphia 
and Camden at an unprecedented rate.  This caused Gloucester County’s population to 
grow by 88% between 1950 and 1970 (see Population Table below). (Workforce New 
Jersey Public Information Network website1; American Factfinder website)2  A number 
of additional factors also contributed to the County’s rapid growth during this time 
period.  Government incentives encouraged the construction of single-family homes, 
prompting developers to seek out larger and cheaper parcels of land on which to build.  
Simultaneously, the nation began constructing Interstate and regional highways, which 
greatly increased the ease of living in rural communities far from traditional employment 
centers.  Gloucester County contained the critical combination of abundant, inexpensive 
land and automobile accessibility to existing employment centers that made it ideal for 
rapid residential growth. 
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Gloucester County towns closest to Philadelphia and Camden were the first to experience 
substantial growth.  Between 1940 and 1960, the northeastern towns of Deptford (277%), 
Mantua (238%), and West Deptford (157%) experienced growth rates well above the 
County-wide average of 87%.  Towns along the Route 47 corridor – the major 
thoroughfare for shore-bound traffic from Philadelphia – also boomed.  Transportation 
improvements after 1960, especially the completion of the Atlantic City Expressway, 
continued to exert development pressure in Deptford and West Deptford, but brought 
development further to the south as well.  Washington Township was the fastest growing 
town in the County during the 1960’s, increasing by 220%.  Monroe, a distant second, 
grew by 50%. 
 

Gloucester County Population by Municipality: 1930 - 2009 
Source: Workforce New Jersey Public Information Network; U.S. Census; NJ Dept. of Labor 

  
MUNICIPALITY 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2009* 

Clayton Boro 2,351 2,320 3,023 4,711 5,193 6,013 6,155 7,139 N/A
Deptford Twp 4,507 4,738 7,304 17,878 24,232 23,473 24,137 26,763 N/A
East Greenwich Twp 2,031 2,121 2,336 2,722 3,280 4,144 5,258 5,430 N/A
Elk Twp 1,623 1,656 2,074 2,635 2,707 3,187 3,806 3,514 N/A
Franklin Twp 3,563 3,464 5,056 7,451 8,990 12,396 14,482 15,466 N/A
Glassboro Boro 4,799 4,925 5,867 10,253 12,938 14,574 15,614 19,068 N/A
Greenwich Twp 2,361 2,563 3,152 4,065 5,676 5,404 5,102 4,879 N/A
Harrison Twp 1,827 1,805 2,225 2,410 2,661 3,585 4,715 8,788 N/A
Logan Twp 1,860 1,630 2,222 1,924 1,840 3,078 5,147 6,032 N/A
Mantua Twp 2,677 2,433 3,548 7,991 9,643 9,193 10,074 14,217 N/A
Monroe Twp 4,064 4,310 5,531 9,396 14,071 21,639 26,703 28,967 N/A
National Park Boro 1,828 1,977 2,419 3,380 3,730 3,552 3,413 3,205 N/A
Newfield Boro 880 889 1,010 1,299 1,487 1,563 1,592 1,616 N/A
Paulsboro Boro 7,121 7,011 7,842 8,121 8,084 6,944 6,577 6,160 N/A
Pitman Boro 5,411 5,507 6,960 8,644 10,257 9,744 9,365 9,331 N/A
South Harrison Twp 680 686 868 974 1,226 1,486 1,919 2,417 N/A
Swedesboro Boro 2,123 2,268 2,459 2,449 2,287 2,031 2,024 2,055 N/A
Washington Twp 2,068 2,048 2,496 4,923 15,741 27,878 41,960 47,114 N/A
Wenonah Boro 1,245 1,311 1,511 2,100 2,364 2,303 2,331 2,317 N/A
West Deptford Twp 3,956 4,336 5,446 11,152 13,928 18,002 19,380 19,368 N/A
Westville Boro 3,462 3,585 4,731 4,951 5,170 4,786 4,573 5,400 N/A
Woodbury City 8,172 8,306 10,931 12,453 12,408 10,353 10,904 10,307 N/A
Woodbury Heights Boro 997 1,137 1,373 1,723 3,621 3,460 3,392 2,988 N/A
Woolwich Twp 1,196 1,193 1,343 1,235 1,147 1,129 1,459 3,032 N/A
GLOUCESTER CO. 70,802 72,219 91,727 134,840 172,681 199,917 230,082 255,573 285,900
GROWTH RATE   2.00% 27.01% 47.00% 28.06% 15.77% 15.09% 11.08% 11.87%
* Projections obtained from the New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development 
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Since 1970, development has continued expanding south and west across Gloucester 
County.  Continual road and highway development, such as completion of State Route 
55, have made communities that were once far from the urban-rural interface, such as 
Franklin, Harrison, and Woolwich, highly accessible to the job centers in Philadelphia 
and Camden County.  These towns are now among the fastest growing areas in New 
Jersey.  Unfortunately, growth in rural communities has been counterbalanced by 
population declines in the County’s traditional population centers at Woodbury, 
Paulsboro, and Pitman.  Consequently, Gloucester County now contains few places that 
resemble the agricultural, center-based landscape of its past. 
 
Although the pace of development has slowed in recent years, Gloucester County land 
values are still high, and natural and agricultural lands continue to be lost.  Gloucester 
County remains desirable to new residents because of its excellent highway access to job 
centers, proximity to services (such as schools, parks, and other amenities), and desirable 
development densities.  The Center for Remote Sensing and Spatial Analysis at Rutgers 
University reports that more than 21,000 acres were converted to developed or “barren” 
land uses between 1984 and 2001 (see Land Cover Trend chart below).  Roughly 16,200 
(77%) of these newly urbanized acres had previously been cultivated agricultural land.  
The vast majority of these lands became residential subdivisions or transitional areas with 
some combination of developed and natural features. (CRSSA) 
 

Gloucester County Land Cover: 1984 - 2001
Source: CRSSA
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Today, Gloucester County can be roughly divided into urban, agricultural, and forested 
regions.  The “Urban” part of the County is located primarily north of Interstate 295 and 
between N.J.-45 and U.S. 322 to the Camden County border.  The majority of Gloucester 
County’s agricultural areas lay along its southwestern border with Salem County.  The 
highest concentration of farmland falls within a cluster between Elk and South Harrison 
Townships.  There is also a wide swath of farmland south of the Delaware River in 
Logan, Woolwich, East Greenwich, and Greenwich Townships.  Forested areas are 
concentrated in the southern Townships of Franklin and Monroe, which border the 
Pinelands region.  The Land Cover chart below displays the breakdown of the various 
land uses in Gloucester County in 2001. (Center for Remote Sensing & Spatial Analysis)3 
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Gloucester County Land Cover: 2001
Source: CRSSA
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New Residential Building Permits Issued in Gloucester County: 1996-2006 

Source: N.J. Dept. of Community Affairs, Division of Codes and Standards website4 
Municipality 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 TOTAL
Clayton Boro 96 15  27 15 7 24 5 109  13 23 8 342 
Deptford Twp 231 127  275 240 163 175 237 373  382 259 100 2,562 
East Greenwich Twp 30 7  49 76 147 157 65 101  102 160 176 1,070 
Elk Twp 6 10  13 14 8 15 27 7  19 26 12 157 
Franklin Twp 67 56  71 79 70 69 88 134  139 109 116 998 
Glassboro Boro 87 93  70 13 20 27 16 28  51 62 73 540 
Greenwich Twp 4 4  3 64 1 64 6 2  2 4 8 162 
Harrison Twp 81 97  98 108 115 252 141 201  153 211 124 1,581 
Logan Twp 26 30  25 8 1 10 5 19  46 1 0 171 
Mantua Twp 280 44  21 43 6 33 21 26  13 30 34 551 
Monroe Twp 324 309  225 197 132 104 334 238  257 251 234 2,605 
National Park Boro 2 1  3 1 0 1 3 6  11 4 2 34 
Newfield Boro 1 1  7 4 2 0 0 0  0 0 0 15 
Paulsboro Boro 2 5  0 6 2 2 0 0  0 0 3 20 
Pitman Boro 2 7  6 1 1 1 5 2  0 2 1 28 
South Harrison Twp 50 43  8 32 39 31 38 19  35 37 45 377 
Swedesboro Boro 5 1  6 1 1 0 1 0  0 2 13 30 
Washington Twp 166 159  374 512 450 517 366 120  67 66 4 2,801 
Wenonah Boro 3 3  2 0 0 1 5 2  1 1 5 23 
West Deptford Twp 43 28  5 43 95 89 109 205  227 361 92 1,297 
Westville Boro 1 4  1 1 0 2 1 3  1 3 2 19 
Woodbury City 6 6  1 4 1 219 5 2  8 6 7 265 
Woodbury Heights Boro 1 2  1 3 8 3 4 4  7 4 5 42 
Woolwich Twp 18 31  43 202 232 235 350 158  525 387 103 2,284 
TOTAL 1,532 1,083  1,334 1,667 1,501 2,031 1,832 1,759  2,059  2,009 1,167 17,974 

 
New residential building permit data indicates that most areas that were converted to 
urban land uses fell within large municipalities along or near the fringe between suburban 
and rural areas (see Building Permits Chart above). 
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Public Infrastructure – Sewer and Water Service Areas 
 
Most of the County’s existing public sewerage facilities are found in the northeastern 
portion of the County (see Sewer Service Area Map below).  Portions of sixteen 
Gloucester County municipalities including Clayton, Deptford, East Greenwich, Elk, 
Glassboro, Mantua, Monroe, National Park, Paulsboro, Pitman, Washington, Wenonah, 
West Deptford, Westville, Woodbury, and Woodbury Heights fall inside the nearly 
50,000-acre existing service area of the Gloucester County Utilities Authority (GCUA).  
These communities have their own local collection piping and machinery, which are 
connected to the GCUA conveyance system at designated locations throughout the 
county.  The GCUA operates a treatment facility on the Delaware River in West Deptford 
that treats 6.3 billion gallons per year (17.25 mgd). (GCUA website)5  This regional 
sewerage service area, the Consolidated Region, serves 70% of the County’s residents. 
 
Most of the communities that are served by the GCUA sewerage system are also served 
by public water from local groundwater wells.  A large portion of Gloucester County falls 
within the DEP Water Supply Critical Area #2, an area where the Potomac-Raritan-
Magothy (PRM) Aquifer has been critically depleted from excessive drawdowns.  
Consequently, alternative sources are being sought to supply this area.  The primary 
alternative source has been the New Jersey American Company’s pipeline, which pumps 
water from the Delaware River.  Further development in Gloucester County will 
necessitate exploring additional options for providing water to these areas. 
 
The GCUA Consolidated Regional System is approaching its design capacity, but there is 
pressure to expand the system to accommodate growth both inside and outside of the 
existing service area.  Areas of Gloucester County that are currently experiencing the 
most substantial growth are located outside existing sewer service areas.  Proposed 
expansions would provide service to nearly 600 acres of mostly agricultural lands in 
northern Elk, almost 300 acres in Monroe Township, and a number of other agriculturally 
dominated areas.  Such expansions would have a dramatic effect on local land use 
patterns.  Restricting future sewer service expansions to locally designated growth centers 
may help alleviate development pressure in agricultural areas and promote smart growth. 
 
Land Use Planning Initiatives 
 
Gloucester County has been the subject of extensive and sustained land use planning 
efforts undertaken by all levels of government.  Through the State Development and 
Redevelopment Plan and the Pinelands Comprehensive Management Plan, New Jersey 
has recognized Gloucester County as the location of excellent agricultural and natural 
resource lands.  The County incorporates many of the State’s policy directives from these 
plans into its own land use plans, which include the 2005 Northeast Region Strategic 
Plan and the 1997 Farmland Preservation, Open Space Protection, and Recreational 
Needs Study.  Many of the County’s municipalities also conduct their own master 
planning efforts and actively participate in the State’s Cross-Acceptance process. 
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New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan 
 
The New Jersey State Planning Commission has written the State Development and 
Redevelopment Plan6 (SDRP) that outlines general policy objectives concerning land use 
and future development in the state.  The SDRP identifies five principal Planning Areas 
where different sets of goals and guidelines are considered appropriate to determine 
development activities.  The SDRP also identifies Designated Centers where future 
development and redevelopment activities are most appropriate and will be actively 
promoted.  Centers are designated as Urban Centers, Regional Centers, Towns, Villages 
and Hamlets corresponding to criteria including size, regional location, population, 
residential and employment densities, and available housing stock. The combination of 
Planning Areas and Designated Centers establishes a comprehensive framework for 
pursuing land use and development regulation throughout New Jersey (see State 
Development and Redevelopment Plan Policy Map below). 
 
The Planning Areas that are identified by the State include Metropolitan, Suburban, 
Fringe, Rural, Environmentally Sensitive and parklands, where different levels of 
agricultural production occur (see Active Farmlands Chart below) 
 

Active Farmalnds in SDRP Planning Areas 
Source: NJ Office of Smart Growth, New Jersey Land Use/Land Cover data 

SDRP Planning Area Total Acres Active Ag Acres Percent 
Metropolitan Planning Area 42,358.1  2,072.5  4.9% 
Suburban Planning Area 46,498.2  12,489.4  26.9% 
Fringe Planning Area 21,339.4  10,479.9  49.1% 
Rural Planning Area 23,342.0  12,387.5  53.1% 
Env. Sensitive Planning Area 23,337.1  1,814.7  7.8% 
State Park 2,675.5  46.3  1.7% 
TOTAL 159,550.4  39,290.3  24.6% 

 
Metropolitan Planning Areas (PA 1) are comprised of the most densely developed 
regions in the state.  The goals in this planning area revolve around revitalizing existing 
cities and towns by encouraging compact growth and redevelopment.  The Metropolitan 
Planning Area is identified as the most appropriate location for future development in 
New Jersey.  Gloucester County has 42,358 acres in the Metropolitan Planning Area.  
Much of this is located along the Delaware River in Westville, National Park, West 
Deptford, Paulsboro, and Greenwich.  PA 1 also extends along N.J. 45 south into 
Woodbury, Woodbury Heights, Deptford, Wenonah, and Mantua.  Another portion of PA 
1 extends west from Camden County further south into Washington, Pitman, and 
Glassboro. 
 
Suburban Planning Areas (PA 2) are relied upon to support most of the new development 
that will occur in New Jersey while maintaining the character of its existing communities.  
Growth in suburban town centers is especially encouraged in order to help protect and 
preserve the natural resources that are sustained in these areas.  The Suburban Planning 
Area is meant to complement metropolitan areas, and is most commonly found outside 
heavily urban areas. 
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Gloucester County contains 46,498 acres designated within the Suburban Planning Area, 
making it the most common Planning Area in the County.  Areas of PA 2 are primarily 
located adjacent to the Metropolitan Planning Area in the northeast region of Gloucester 
County.  A concentration of PA 2 is found further west along the Delaware River in 
Logan, Woolwich, and Swedesboro as well.  The Suburban Planning Area also extends 
south along principal arterials roads such as U.S. 322 into Monroe and N.J. 55 and N.J. 
47 through Clayton, Franklin, and Elk. 
 
Fringe Planning Areas (PA 3) serve as an interface between suburban and rural areas.  
They are not as built-up as metropolitan and suburban areas, but may support more 
development activity than nearby rural lands.  Fringe Areas are buffers between these 
land uses.  Consequently, they are often the frontlines of urban sprawl, and must be 
carefully planned to ensure that development is appropriately restricted to existing 
urbanized areas.  Gloucester County contains 21,339 acres designated as Fringe Planning 
Area in two concentrated pockets:  between U.S. 130 and the New Jersey Turnpike in 
Logan and Woolwich Townships and around the intersection of U.S. 322 and N.J. 45 in 
Harrison and Elk Townships. 
 
Rural Planning Areas (PA 4) are suitable for the preservation of large contiguous areas of 
farmland.  Sustaining the agricultural industry while confining development and 
redevelopment within existing towns are included among the policy objectives applicable 
to these areas.  Roughly 23,342 acres of Gloucester County are designated as Rural 
Planning Area encompassing portions of East Greenwich, Mantua, Harrison, South 
Harrison, Woolwich, and Elk Townships. 
 
Rural Environmentally Sensitive Planning Areas (PA 4 B) are suitable for agricultural 
development, but contain environmentally sensitive features that must be taken into 
account.  About 16,244 acres of Gloucester County fall within the Rural-Environmentally 
Sensitive Planning Area.  Planning Area 4 B encompasses farmlands that border sensitive 
water bodies, such as Oldmans Creek in South Harrison Township and the Maurice River 
tributaries (Scotland Run, Still Run, and Reeds Branch in Franklin and Elk Townships). 
 
Environmentally Sensitive Planning Areas (PA 5) contain lands where natural resource 
preservation should be the primary planning consideration.  Development is minimized or 
constrained to existing centers while large contiguous natural areas are to be preserved as 
open space.  A total of 23,337 acres are designated as Environmentally Sensitive 
Planning Area in Gloucester County.  PA 5 falls immediately adjacent to the PA 4B areas 
and sensitive water bodies in South Harrison, Elk, and Franklin Townships as well as the 
tidal marshlands on the Delaware River between Raccoon Creek, Cedar Swamp, and 
Repaupo Creek in Logan and Greenwich Townships. 
 
Parks and Natural Areas comprise Planning Area 8 (PA 8).  These areas make up 2,993 
acres in Gloucester County and occupy lands that are permanently deed restricted for 
open space or natural resource preservation.  Areas of PA8 are scattered throughout the 
County, but the largest concentration is at the Glassboro Wildlife Management Area 
between Glassboro, Clayton, and Monroe.  
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SDRP Planning Areas in Gloucester County
Source: N.J. Office of Smart Growth
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The Pinelands Regional Planning Area occupies 33,581 acres of southern Monroe and 
Franklin Townships.  The Pinelands Planning Area contains land that falls under a 
separate classification system than the rest of New Jersey.  The U.S.322 corridor is 
designated as a Pinelands regional growth area, land along the Great Egg Harbor River is 
designated as a Pinelands Forested Preservation area, and the remaining lands within the 
Pinelands region are designated as either part of the Pinelands Rural Development area or 
the Pinelands Agricultural Production area (see Pinelands Map below). 
 
Centers are defined by the New Jersey State Planning Commission as “compact forms of 
development that, compared to sprawl development, consume less land, deplete fewer 
natural resources and are more efficient in the delivery of public services.” (State 
Development and Redevelopment Plan)  Centers become designated after the 
municipalities or counties that encompass them submit development plans to the State 
Planning Commission and are subsequently endorsed by the Office of Smart Growth.  
There are various types of center designations that vary according to the characteristics of 
the urban areas being considered.  Different policies concerning land use and the 
promotion of future development opportunities are applicable in each center.  Gloucester 
County contains no designated Centers, but many proposed areas that meet the 
descriptions outlined below. 
 
Urban Centers are the most intensively utilized areas in the state.  They serve as 
concentrations for corporate headquarters, industry, residential areas, and culture.  
Gloucester County contains no proposed or potential Urban Centers. 
 
Regional Centers are smaller urban areas that provide the various commercial, cultural 
and residential needs of a geographically-defined region.  Regional Centers are generally 
less than ten square miles, but are sufficiently active enough to support public 
transportation.  Gloucester County contains two Proposed Regional Centers:  
• the “Center Square-Swedesboro Center”, which extends roughly between the 

Pureland Industrial Complex in Logan and through Woolwich to the Borough of 
Swedesboro along Center Square Road; and 

• Deptford, which covers most of Planning Area One within Deptford Township. 
 
Towns are smaller than Urban and Regional Centers, usually less than two square miles 
in size, and serve as a local concentrations of commerce and government activity.  They 
commonly support residential neighborhoods and offer access to local goods and services 
as well.  Gloucester County contains two designated Town Centers:  
• Mantua, encompassing all land within Planning Area 1 in Mantua Township; and 
• Woodbury, which will completely enclose the City of Woodbury. 

 
Villages are residential neighborhoods that have access to some local public and 
commercial facilities.  Villages are small, occupying less than one square mile.  
Gloucester County contains no proposed Villages.  Hamlets are the smallest type of 
Center.  They are small residential communities between 10 and 100 acres that are 
oriented around a local focal point, such as a house of worship or general store.  
Gloucester County contains no proposed Hamlets. 
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Pinelands Comprehensive Management Plan 
 
The Pinelands region encompasses over one million acres of southern New Jersey (see 
Pinelands Map below).  It is an area dominated by a characteristic landscape of sandy 
soils, pine trees, and red-running rivers.  It supports a wide variety of imperiled plant and 
animal species, such as the Atlantic White Cedar and the Pinelands Tree Frog.  The 
Pinelands region also rests on top of the Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer, which is among 
the State’s primary drinking water sources.  The Pinelands region extends over 33,556 
acres of Franklin and Monroe Townships in Gloucester County. 
 
The Pinelands Region was formally established through a joint federal-state partnership 
during the late 1970’s.  This joint arrangement endowed the State government with the 
power to enforce land use regulations that were appropriate to the preservation of the 
region’s important natural and cultural resources.  To this end, the State created the New 
Jersey Pinelands Commission that was charged with developing and enforcing a 
Comprehensive Management Plan for the region.  The Pinelands Comprehensive 
Management Plan created a transfer-of-development credits program that has preserved 
roughly 1,247 acres of agricultural lands in Gloucester County. (New Jersey Pinelands 
Development Credit Bank)  This plan also outlined nine management areas that govern 
land use and development within the region.  Four of these management areas, which 
contain land with varying capacities for support agriculture, exist in Gloucester County 
(see Active Farmland Chart below). 
 
The Agricultural Production Area denotes lands where active agriculture is an approved 
land use.  Field crop agriculture, associated farm housing, and roadside farm markets are 
generally consistent with the land use management objectives of this Area.  About 7,752 
acres of this Area fall within Gloucester County, of which 1,247 have been preserved 
through the Pinelands transfer-of-development credits program. 
 
The Rural Development Area is a transitional region between natural resource 
preservation areas and lands that are more appropriate for development.  The interests of 
conservation and economic growth are to be weighed against one another on a site-
specific basis in this region.  Low-density residential development and roadside retail 
may be permitted in some parts of the Rural Development Area, but residential densities 
should average no more than one home on five acres of land.  15,337 acres of Rural 
Development Area are within Gloucester County. 
 
Regional Growth Areas are areas of existing growth that are capable of accommodating 
future development.  New development in this area should be consistent with the 
aesthetic and cultural environment of the Pinelands.  Commercial and industrial uses, as 
well as residential developments of approximately three homes per acre, are permitted in 
this area.  Regional Growth Areas should have available sewer service.  5,875 acres of 
Regional Growth Area lies within Gloucester County. 
 
The Forest Area is largely undeveloped, and supports high quality water resources, 
wetlands, and suitable habitat for many threatened and endangered species.  Development 
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in the Forest Area should be minimal, with permitted residential densities not to exceed 
one unit per 28 acres of land. (New Jersey Pinelands Commission website7)  This area 
makes up 4,590 acres along the Great Egg Harbor River in Gloucester County. 
 

Active Farmlands in Pinelands Planning Areas 
Source: NJ Pinelands Commission, NJDEP Land Use/Land Cover data 

Management Areas Total Acres Active Ag Acres Percent 
Forest Management Area 4,589.92 259.22 5.6% 
Agricultural Production Area 7,488.42 1,868.09 24.9% 
Rural Development Area 15,729.81 2,616.21 16.6% 
Regional Growth Area 5,745.90 790.39 13.8% 
TOTAL 33,554.05 5,533.91 16.5% 

 

 
Source: New Jersey Pinelands Commission website 
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2005 Gloucester County Northeast Region Strategic Plan 
 
The Gloucester County Northeast Region Strategic Plan8 was developed to provide a 
uniform growth strategy for the 14 municipalities in the northeastern portion of the 
county, including Deptford, East Greenwich, Glassboro, Greenwich, Mantua, National 
Park, Paulsboro, Pitman, Washington, Wenonah, West Deptford, Westville, Woodbury, 
and Woodbury Heights.  It identifies five principal landscapes in which different 
development and preservation goals (listed below) are applicable.  The Strategic Plan 
also outlines specific planning standards and guidelines to follow in each landscape in 
order to achieve these goals. 
 
Towns: 
1. Support vibrant, fully productive, compact and walkable, mixed-use town centers.  
2. Stabilize, maintain, and expand the neighborhoods of the older towns and boroughs.  
 
Corridors: 
1. Retrofit corridors so that they complement their suburban context and maintain a 

scale and character that is compatible with the suburban and rural qualities of the 
area. 

2. Ensure that corridors function smoothly and efficiently at acceptable levels of service 
through all of the County’s communities. 

3. Ensure the economic sustainability of well-designed corridors and their economic 
compatibility with the region’s towns.  

4. Incorporate corridors into the networks of towns, neighborhoods and regional 
commercial nodes.  

5. Create compact, focused, mixed-use developments that enable the surrounding farms 
and open spaces to be preserved. 

6. Plan new developments so that they are linked by walking, biking, and driving routes 
to adjacent residential communities. 

 
Subdivisions: 
1. Create intra- and inter-connected neighborhoods as an alternative to traditional 

isolated subdivisions.  
2. Provide meaningful, useful open spaces and appropriate community facilities in all 

new neighborhoods. 
3. Ensure that new residential developments provide a variety of housing types for a 

variety of family types, so that growing, changing, and aging families can remain in 
the neighborhoods.  

4. Plan for new compact and walkable neighborhoods that will complement and connect 
to existing neighborhoods, and to nearby commercial developments; and generally 
take advantage of infill opportunities to avoid future sprawl into otherwise 
undeveloped areas that have no access to infrastructure. 

 
Open Space: 
1. Create a natural network of open space located throughout the entire county, which is 

protected in perpetuity. 
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2. Preserve one or more large, contiguous, active, low-density agricultural areas that 
have a long-term economic viability and visual permanence. 

3. Create several regional parks strategically located near high-growth, high need 
populations, which are designed to provide, for all people of the county, public access 
and recreational areas.   

 
Delaware River Waterfront: 
1. Enhance the riverfront’s role as an environmental, cultural and community asset. 
2. Preserve the natural beauty of the riverfront including its water quality, scenic vistas 

and habitats. 
3. Provide public access for the recreational enjoyment of the riverfront. 
4. Provide carefully managed and designed water oriented and water dependent 

redevelopment and economic development opportunities along the riverfront. 
5. Recognize and capitalize on potential tourism and economic development 

connections with Philadelphia. (Gloucester County Northeast Region Strategic Plan) 
 
1997 Gloucester County Farmland Preservation, Open Space Protection, and 
Recreational Needs Study9 
 
Gloucester County’s previous Farmland Preservation Plan outlined the potential for 
agricultural preservation in the County and made recommendations to guide future 
preservation efforts.  The Farmland Preservation portion of this plan identified key 
criteria to be followed when prioritizing preservation projects, including soil quality, 
proximity to streams and highways, contiguity to preserved farms, and municipal 
contributions.  Based on these criteria, nearly 82,000 acres were identified as high 
priority land for farmland preservation.  The Farmland Preservation section also 
recommended that the County educate local farmers about the program and inform 
members of municipal governments about beneficial preservation planning techniques, 
such as transfer-of-development rights, development clustering, right-to-farm ordinances. 
 
Municipal Planning 
 
The 2005 Gloucester County Cross-Acceptance Report recorded the most recent planning 
priorities of its twenty-four municipalities.  Despite the urbanized nature of most of these 
communities, the majority of Gloucester County’s municipalities identified preservation 
of environmental and agricultural resource lands as a planning priority.  Many towns, 
including Logan Township and East Greenwich Township, listed preservation as their 
primary planning objective. 
 
Some towns in Gloucester County have gone beyond general policy by adopting land use 
regulations that greatly advance their preservation goals.  Franklin and Monroe 
Townships have established cluster provisions that encourage development units to be 
confined on a small portion of the parcel while the remaining land is preserved as 
agricultural land or open space. (Franklin Township Code §253-105; Monroe Township 
Code §175-68)  In both towns, this may be accomplished via non-contiguous density 
transfers within certain zones.  In Harrison Township, clustering on 50% of the 
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development site is mandatory within the Residential Conservation Design District. 
(Township of Harrison Code §225-14.1)  Nine towns, including East Greenwich, Elk, 
Franklin, Harrison, Logan, Monroe, Newfield, South Harrison and Woolwich Townships, 
have passed Right-to-Farm ordinances that provide legal protection to local farmers (see 
Chapter 8). 
 
In addition to local ordinances, some Gloucester County municipalities have embarked 
on planning initiatives that aggressively pursue farmland preservation.  Woolwich and 
Franklin Townships have completed farmland preservation plans and established 
Agricultural Development Project Areas as part of this process.  Woolwich Township is 
also beginning the process of developing a municipal transfer-of-development rights 
program that will target agricultural districts as sending areas. 
 
Municipal Zoning 
 
The municipal zoning patterns that exist in Gloucester County are instrumental in 
determining the land use patterns that will emerge there.  Very low density development 
is the most consistent with agriculture because it is less likely to produce conflicts over 
water rights and road usage between farmers and their residential neighbors.  However, 
concentrated high-density development is better for providing services, such as education 
and police protection.  A mixed zoning pattern in which centers zoned for high-density 
development are surrounded by large areas of very low density development creates a 
desirable land use pattern that is consistent with both agriculture and smart growth goals. 
 
Zoning densities consistent with “very low” levels of residential development (5 or more 
acres per unit) occupy a relatively small area of Gloucester County (8,665 acres, 4%) in 
only three towns – Monroe, Washington, and Woolwich.  Zoning densities where “low” 
development densities (3-5 acres per unit) are permitted occur on only 10,897 acres (5%) 
in four towns – Franklin, Logan, Monroe, and National Park.  Conversely, zones that 
permit “medium” density development (1-3 acres per unit) are the most common, 
covering 73,377 acres and 35% of the County.  “High” density development zones (less 
than one acre per unit) occupy 54,672 acres and 26% of the County.  Commercially and 
industrial-zoned areas also cover much of Gloucester County, predominately around 
roadways and ship-accessible areas.  Mixed-use, “other”, and preservation zoning (found 
mostly within the Pinelands area of Franklin Township) are far less common (see Zoning 
Densities Chart below). 
 
A favorable zoning pattern for agriculture, where small cores of high and medium density 
land is surrounded by large expanses of low and very low density development, occurs 
nowhere in Gloucester County.  Even with cluster zoning provisions in place, “build-out” 
conditions would nearly eliminate agriculture from Gloucester County.  Municipalities 
where agriculture comprises large areas of land should be encouraged to revise their 
zoning to reflect build-out conditions that are more favorable to agriculture. 
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Acreage of Municipal Zoning Densities in Gloucester County, New Jersey 
Source: Gloucester County Planning Division 

MUNICIPALITY 

Very Low 
Density 
Residential 

Com-
mercial

High 
Density 
Residential Industrial

Low 
Density 
Residential

Medium 
Density 
Residential

Mixed 
Use Other

Preser-
vation TOTAL 

Clayton - 1,818 1,926 340 - 558 - - - 4,642 
Deptford - 1,947 7,343 153 - - 145 1,700 - 11,288 
East Greenwich  - 1,230 1,014 327 - 6,404 - - 574 9,549 
Elk - 361 2,961 266 - 8,449 - 225 16 12,278 
Franklin  - 3,046 - 585 4,844 19,440 783 44 7,557 36,299 
Glassboro - 933 3,168 302 - - - 1,628 - 6,031 
Greenwich  - 866 1,184 3,248 - 577 - - - 5,875 
Harrison  - 1,167 - 2 - 10,373 - 670 - 12,212 
Logan  - 3,134 1,366 5,972 1,395 2,966 - 3 - 14,836 
Mantua  - 741 2,611 432 - 5,774 751 - - 10,309 
Monroe  4,636 5,673 15,464 27 4,315 - - - - 30,115 
National Park - 65 - 138 343 - - 108 - 654 
Newfield - 52 231 237 - 569 - - - 1,089 
Paulsboro - 609 578 201 - - - - - 1,388 
Pitman - 90 1,024 169 - 139 - 23 - 1,445 
South Harrison  - 39 - 74 - 10,103 - - - 10,216 
Swedesboro - 77 361 60 - - - - - 498 
Washington  3,401 1,548 6,346 1,702 - 148 135 548 - 13,828 
Wenonah - 11 461 - - - - 12 150 634 
West Deptford  - 634 4,495 6,077 - - 153 - - 11,359 
Westville - 95 380 342 - - - - 85 902 
Woodbury Heights  - 112 610 77 - - - - - 799 
Woodbury - 219 1,044 44 - - - 23 - 1,330 
Woolwich 628 2,855 2,105 45 - 7,877 175 500 - 14,185 
TOTAL 8,665 27,322 54,672 20,820 10,897 73,377 2,142 5,484 8,382 211,761
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Preservation Planning Mechanisms 
 
The viability of farming in Gloucester County can be maintained and even advanced by 
implementing preservation planning policies that minimize conflict between agriculture 
and development.  Development’s most damaging impact on agriculture occurs when 
large areas of active farmlands are converted to non-agricultural land uses.  Planning 
methods are available that can effectively reduce the amount of farmland that is 
subsumed by development without placing economic hardship on local residents or 
precluding growth.  These planning methods also help preserve the rural character of 
areas where they are employed and contribute to the positive impacts the farming has on 
local economies. 
 
Cluster Zoning 
 
Cluster zoning is a tool that allows builders to reduce the overall area of their projects 
without reducing the number of structures they construct.  A cluster zoning ordinance, for 
example, may allow a developer with a 200-acre parcel zoned for a density of ten acres 
per unit to construct the permitted 20 units on only a portion of the property.  If the 
builder, through a cluster zoning option, constructs the 20 units on only 100 acres of the 
parcel at a density of 5 acres per unit, the remaining 100 acres are left open.  The open 
area of the parcel must remain in an undeveloped state in perpetuity, but may be used for 
farming. 
 
Cluster zoning provides both the ability to develop a site to its full extent based on zoning 
and the preservation of contiguous agricultural lands.  This option is often attractive to 
builders because there tends to be fewer infrastructure costs associated with roadway 
construction, power lines, and sewage connections in more compact developments.  
Clustering is attractive to local residents and farmers because it retains some agricultural 
areas and the rural character they create.  Additionally, the undeveloped portions of 
clustered developments are permanently deed-restricted, which helps to ensure the 
permanence of local farming.  Clustering has added effectiveness when open space set-
asides on adjacent properties are linked in a coordinated fashion.  This requires pre-
planning on the part of the municipality. 
 
Lot Size Averaging 
 
Lot size averaging is similar to cluster zoning because it allows for the creation of 
differently sized parcels within one development.  For instance, lot size averaging on a 
200-acre parcel with 10-acre zoning would permit its subdivision into fifteen one-acre 
parcels and five 37-acre parcels.  This subdivision pattern may allow farmland production 
to continue on the larger parcels created and helps retain some of the agricultural 
ambience that might otherwise be lost. 
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Non-Contiguous Cluster Zoning 
 
In contrast to cluster zoning, non-contiguous cluster zoning permits the transfer of 
development density between parcels instead of only within parcels.  First, a “sending” 
parcel (where the permitted development density is reduced) and a “receiving” parcel 
(where the permitted development density is increased) are designated.  Then, the total 
development potential on both properties is calculated.  In a case where two fifty-acre 
parcels are undergoing non-contiguous clustering under ten-acre zoning, there are five 
permitted units on each lot and ten permitted units overall.  Finally, the overall 
development potential (10 units in this case) is applied to the receiving parcel while the 
sending parcel is permanently protected from future development.  Non-contiguous 
clustering allows for development to be moved out of prime agricultural areas and 
concentrated into more appropriate and desirable locations. 
 
Transfer of Development Rights 
 
Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) is a similar planning tool that channels 
development into desirable locations without diminishing landowners’ equity.  However, 
TDR is regional in scale and may involve multiple parcels and landowners while non-
contiguous clustering normally involves only one project.  TDR allows development 
rights to be separated from the land in TDR sending areas and transferred to parcels in a 
different location – TDR receiving areas.  Sending areas are places where further 
development is inconsistent with the local landscape, such as natural resource lands or 
contiguous farm belts, while receiving areas are places where further development is 
consistent with local planning objectives, such as towns and boroughs. 
 
By allowing the development rights of sending area lands to be exercised in a 
geographically different location, TDR preserves the economic value of land in sending 
areas without requiring that development take place there.  Therefore, sending area land 
(where physical development may be legally precluded) can be sold at fair market values 
that are comparable to those in areas where development is still permitted.  Sending area 
lands are thereby effectively preserved in an undeveloped state while sending area 
landowners retain the economic value of their full property rights. 
 
Mandatory TDR involves the allocation of credits in the sending area based on the zoning 
prior to TDR enactment.  Once the ordinance is in place the sending area is downzoned to 
encourage TDR participation and discourage new sending area development.  With 
voluntary TDR there is no associated downzoning, TDR is simply an additional 
preservation option for landowners. 
 
Transfer-of-development rights can be used as a tool to advance both redevelopment and 
preservation efforts.  Redevelopment areas can benefit from being designated as 
receiving zones, which would allow them to accept additional development density 
beyond what is permitted by existing zoning.  Transit-oriented developments and 
apartment/condominium projects in growth centers are particularly suitable as receiving 
areas.  Simultaneously, TDR facilitates the preservation of land within designated 
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sending areas by prohibiting future development there.  Development rights have not 
been removed in sending areas; individual landowners are choosing to sell their 
development rights.  Without development rights, these properties have been placed in a 
de facto state of preservation at no public cost.  Gloucester County contains both 
communities that can benefit from redevelopment and areas that are in need of additional 
preservation. 
 
The New Jersey State Transfer of Development Rights Act (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-140)10 
authorizes the transfer of development rights by municipalities and outlines what a town 
must do in order to adopt or amend a TDR ordinance.  First, the municipality must 
prepare a Real Estate Market Analysis (REMA) that quantifies the development potential 
of the sending zone(s) and the capacity of the receiving zone(s) to accommodate 
additional development.  It must then amend its master plan to include a Development 
Transfer Plan Element that outlines a mechanism for assigning development credits to 
areas in the sending zone and reapplying them to areas in the receiving zone.  An updated 
Utility Service Plan and Capital Improvement Program for the receiving zone should be 
adopted as well.  Finally, a town must receive approval from the State Planning 
Commission to adopt the TDR ordinance. (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-140) 
 
There are different transfer-of-development rights programs that may be instituted in 
Gloucester County.  One is the intra-municipal TDR in which sending and receiving 
areas are located within the same town.  Intra-municipal TDR may be appropriate for the 
Gloucester County towns that have proposed centers and large amounts of agricultural or 
natural resource lands.  Woolwich Township has begun to implement an intra-municipal 
TDR program in which development from sending areas totaling more than 4,000 acres 
of agricultural and natural lands will be funneled into receiving zones that occupy 868 
acres.  Gloucester County strongly supports this initiative. 
 
Regional or inter-municipal TDR programs may also be appropriate for parts of 
Gloucester County.  Regional TDR’s can be operated by the County or by a higher level 
of regional government.  In regional TDR programs, development density is transferred 
from areas with significant agricultural or natural resource lands to existing centers 
within a geographically defined region.  Sending and receiving areas are often located in 
different municipalities.  A tax-based revenue sharing system, such as that run by the 
New Jersey Meadowlands Commission, can help balance municipal expenditures 
between sending and receiving communities. 
 
The New Jersey Pinelands Commission has established a regional TDR program that 
allocates Pinelands Development Credits (PDC’s) to landowners in the Preservation Area 
District, Agricultural Production Areas, and Special Agricultural Production Areas.  
These credits can be purchased by developers owning land in Regional Growth Areas and 
used to increase the densities at which they can build.  Since the inception of the 
Pinelands TDR Bank in 1985, roughly 41,000 acres have been permanently preserved 
through this program. (New Jersey Pinelands Commission website) 
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The State of New Jersey facilitates the implementation of TDR in many ways.  The New 
Jersey State TDR Bank offers Planning Assistance Grants to municipalities looking to 
establish municipal TDR programs, and directly funds some purchases of development 
credits.   The State TDR Bank can also provide financial banking on loans secured using 
development credits as collateral, and keeps records of all development credit transfers in 
the State.  The New Jersey Office of Smart Growth (OSG) offers Smart Future Planning 
Grants to municipalities in order to help them plan and implement TDR programs. 
 
Woolwich Township is the only municipality in Gloucester County that has received 
funding through these programs.  Woolwich received a Planning Assistance Grant of 
$40,000 from the State TDR Bank and Smart Future for $110,000 from the Office of 
Smart Growth. (2006 N.J. State Transfer-of-Development Rights Bank Board Annual 
Report)11   Gloucester CADB supports Woolwich Township’s efforts to establish a TDR 
program. 
 
                                                 
1 Workforce New Jersey Public Information Network.  Labor Market Information. 
http://www.wnjpin.net/OneStopCareerCenter/LaborMarketInformation/lmi01/poptrd6.htm .  Accessed July 
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11 New Jersey State Transfer-of-Development Rights Bank Board. 2006 Annual Report.  June 2007. 
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CHAPTER 4: GLOUCESTER COUNTY’S 
FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

 
 
Farmland is an irreplaceable natural resource; once lost it cannot be recreated or replaced.  
The farmers who work the land are not only stewards of the agricultural landscape of 
Gloucester County, but they are also the stewards of the rural heritage and legacy that 
defines the County and its environs.  Agriculture continues to be one of the leading 
industries in Gloucester County.  The business of agriculture supports the local economy 
and provides a unique and bucolic quality of life for residents.  Agriculture provides food 
and fiber, clean air, storm water management, groundwater recharge, wildlife habitat, and 
the beautiful scenic vistas that surround the County’s mountains and rivers.   
 
Since 1989 Gloucester County has permanently preserved 10,559 acres of farmland.  The 
first farm preserved by the Gloucester County Board of Chosen Freeholders was the 
Dibella Farm in Woolwich Township.  Farmers and local officials in Gloucester County 
remain firmly committed to farmland protection and continue to support the preservation 
of agricultural land throughout the County. 
 
Agricultural Development Areas (ADAs) 
 
The Gloucester County Agriculture Development Board (CADB) developed the 
Gloucester County Agricultural Development Area (ADA) based upon both statutory and 
county criteria.  The ADA designates land that has the potential for long-term agricultural 
viability.  This agricultural use would be the preferred, but not the exclusive, use.   
 
Statutory Criteria: 
 

• The land must be agriculturally productive or have future production potential.  
Also, zoning for the land must permit agriculture or permit it as a nonconforming 
use. 

• Suburban and/or commercial development must be reasonably non-existent in the 
proposed ADA area. 

• The ADA must comprise no greater than 90% of the agricultural land mass of the 
County. 

• Any attributes deemed appropriate by the Board must also be incorporated. 
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County Criteria: 
 
1997 Farmland Preservation, Open Space Protection and Recreational Needs Study 
The farmland component of the 1997 Gloucester County Farmland Preservation, Open 
Space Protection and Recreational Needs Study evaluated all active and farmland 
assessed farms based upon the following set of criteria: 

• Active/productive farm; and 
• Presence of agricultural soils; and 
• Proximity to streams; and 
• Proximity to limited access highways; and 
• Proximity to other farms; and 
• Presence of local support through the enactment of a Right to Farm ordinance 

and local municipal trust fund for farmland preservation. 
 
Based upon the above criteria, the County established agricultural project areas as “high”, 
“medium” and “low” priority.  Points were assigned for individual farms and farms were 
mapped.  The highest concentration of high “priority” farms were centered in Woolwich, 
South Harrison, Elk and Franklin Townships where the largest numbers of productive 
farms and prime agricultural soils were located. 
 
2008 Gloucester County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan 
For the 2008 Gloucester County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan the 
Gloucester County CADB and Office of Land Preservation has updated their ADA 
designating land capable of supporting agricultural production.  Gloucester County 
utilized the following methodology to develop the updated ADA: 

• Staff reviewed the criteria for creating an ADA as set forth in the state’s enabling 
statutes; 

• All farmland assessed properties and existing farmland were reviewed and 
mapped; 

• The 1997 farmland priority analysis was reviewed; 
• State Planning Areas were reviewed; with particular attention to Planning Areas 

1, 2 and 3; 
• Sewer service areas were reviewed and mapped; 
• New Jersey Pinelands Land Capability Map (Management Areas) was reviewed 

and mapped with particular attention to the Agricultural Production Area; and 
• Municipal zoning was reviewed. 

 
The ADA excludes areas located within Planning Area (PA) 1, PA2 and sewer service 
areas, except where farmland is concentrated, the primary land use, and contains existing 
preserved farms or farms with pending applications for preservation. 
 
Based upon the above analysis, the County delineated the ADA that does not exceed 90% 
of the County’s agricultural land base.  A map of the ADA is included in the Maps 
Section of this Plan. The Gloucester County criteria for their ADA are: 
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• Land is currently in agricultural production, has strong potential for agricultural 
production, or is farm assessed through a woodland management plan; 

• Agriculture is the preferred, but not the exclusive use; 
• Agriculture is a use permitted by current municipal zoning ordinance or is 

allowed as a non-conforming use; 
 
Included within the Gloucester County ADA are the following lands: 

• All preserved farmland in the County; 
• All farmland in municipal eight-year program within the County; 
• All farmland in state eight-year program within the County; 
• All 2008 and 2009 pending farmland applications within the County. 
• Farmland included within the Woolwich and Franklin Township municipal 

Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) project areas. 
 
Excluded from the Gloucester County ADA are the following: 

• All farmland assessed properties that are currently under development; 
• All farmland located in Planning Area 1; 
• The three Receiving Areas as identified in Woolwich Township’s Transfer of 

Development Rights (TDR) Plan 
 
Overall, farm assessed property constitutes 58,987 acres in Gloucester County. Of this, 
there are 40,524 acres of unpreserved farm assessed property located within the ADA.  
Including all preserved farmland (and excluding farmland under development), there 
49,399 acres of farm assessed property included within the ADA, or 84% of the total 
agricultural land base in Gloucester County is located in the ADA. 
 
The Gloucester CADB held a public hearing on the proposed ADA on March 13, 2008. 
Following this meeting, the Gloucester County ADA was approved by the Gloucester 
CADB.    The SADC will issue final certification of the ADA following their review and 
approval.   
 
Description of the Gloucester County ADA and Project Areas 
 
Primary ADA Region: Delaware River, Repaupo-Mantua Creek, Oldmans Creek, 
Raccoon Creek and Still Run Project Areas 
 
With the exception of the three TDR receiving areas in Woolwich Township, the main 
ADA extends north from the County’s border with Salem County.  The western boundary 
of the ADA region is the border between Gloucester and Salem County.  The northern 
boundary follows the Delaware River to Monds Island in Greenwich Township.  It 
follows the Nehonsey Creek, bordering Green Belt Area Park, to I-295.  The ADA 
boundary follows I-295 North to its intersection with CR-656.  It follows CR-656 to the 
N.J. Turnpike.  From the N.J. Turnpike, the ADA boundary follows Mantua Creek, then 
follows the border between East Greenwich and Mantua Townships to Edwards Run and 
Boody’s Mill Road.  After briefly following CR-45, the boundary follows Edwards Run, 
using CR-627 and CR-626 to reach CR-553A and SR-55.  After following SR-55 from 
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Mantua Township through Harrison Township and Glassboro Borough, the boundary 
follows Elk Township’s borders with Glassboro and Clayton Boroughs.  At Coyles Road 
(in Clayton Borough) the boundary then proceeds to SR-55 using Coyles Road, CR-608 
and Still Run.  Following SR-55 south through Franklin Township, the ADA boundary 
follows Leonard Cake Road and CR-613 to reach the western boundary of the County. 
 
The primary ADA includes parts of Logan, East Greenwich, Greenwich, Swedesboro, 
Woolwich, Harrison, Mantua, South Harrison, Elk, Glassboro, Clayton and Franklin.  It 
encompasses the three municipal ADA regions within Woolwich Township, and the 
northwestern Franklin Township municipal ADA. 
 
The primary ADA region encompasses five Project Areas.  These Project Areas are based 
upon the watersheds: 

• Delaware River Project Area includes Logan Township and the western portion 
of Greenwich Township.   

• Repaupo-Mantua Creek Project Area includes East Greenwich, West Deptford 
and Mantua Townships. 

• Oldmans Creek Project Area includes Woolwich Township, but excludes the 
Township’s TDR receiving areas.   

• Raccoon Creek Project Area includes Harrison and South Harrison Townships.   
• Still Run Project Area includes Elk Township, with a small portion of Glassboro 

and Clayton Boroughs, and the northern section of Franklin Township. 
 
Secondary ADA regions: Pinelands Project Area North and South 
 
The Pinelands are located in the southern part of Gloucester County.  The boundaries of 
this ADA are based upon the Agricultural Production Area as identified by the Pinelands 
Commission in the N.J. Pinelands Land Capability Map, and includes preserved farms 
and the Franklin Township municipal ADAs. 
 
Pinelands South Project Area 
The eastern boundary of the Pinelands South Project Area is formed by the County 
boundaries with Camden County and Atlantic County.  From its southernmost tip it runs 
north along the boundary of the southern Franklin ADA region extending north and west 
from this boundary to CR-555 and US-40, which it follows to SR-47.  From its western 
tip it follows Pennsylvania Avenue to CR-538 which forms the northern border until US-
322.  Following US-322 South, the boundary then follows Winslow Avenue to reach the 
border with Camden County. 
 
This ADA region includes parts of Franklin and Monroe Townships.  It encompasses 
three of Franklin’s municipal ADA regions. 
 
Pinelands North Project Area 
Located entirely within the Pinelands, the Pinelands North Project Area incorporates a 
concentration of farmland in the central part of Monroe Township and a portion of 
neighboring Franklin Township.  Within Monroe Township the boundary follows the 
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Township’s border with Franklin Township, Janvier Road, CR-612, CR-633 and CR-659.  
This area stretches to the south to include the northeastern municipal ADA region in 
Franklin Township. 
 
Tertiary ADA Regions: Washington North, Chapel Heights, Pitman Downer and New 
Brooklyn Project Areas 
 
These four small, distinct, ADA regions are located within the eastern part of the County.  
These regions form individual project areas and include preserved farms, pending 
applications, and farms enrolled in the eight-year program.  The Washington North 
Project Area in Washington Township incorporates four farms south of CR-635 near its 
intersection with CR-705.  The second, Chapel Heights, runs along Duffield Run east of 
the intersection between CR-639 and CR-658 in Washington Township.  The third, 
Pitman Downer, can be found immediately north of Glassboro Wildlife Management 
Area in Monroe Township, bounded to the north by CR-689, to the east by CR-656 and 
south by US-322.  The final ADA, New Brooklyn, is north of the Pinelands off CR-536 
near Greer Road in Monroe Township. 
 
Farmland Preserved to Date by Program and Municipality 
 
The Gloucester County Agriculture Development Board (CADB) was established by the 
Board of Chosen Freeholders by resolution number 14878, dated December 1, 1982, and 
resolution number 15834, dated March 21, 1984, under the authority of N.J.S.A. 4:1C-11, 
et al.  In 1983, the New Jersey State Legislature adopted the State Agriculture Retention 
and Development Act and created the State Agriculture Development Committee 
(SADC), which provides funding for farmland preservation programs, establishes 
farmland preservation policy statewide, and oversees program administration. 
 
As of December 15, 2007, there are 131 permanently preserved farms in Gloucester 
County, permanently protecting 10,181 acres.  Gloucester County has spent a total of 
$28,679,964 to protect farmland in fourteen of the County’s twenty-four municipalities.  
Since the inception of their program, Gloucester County has been a leader in farmland 
preservation and the Freeholder Board has strongly supported the proactive acquisition of 
farmland easements to protect the agricultural integrity of their County.  Sixty percent 
($17,244,717) of the County’s total farmland preservation expenditures were cost shared 
with the state, while forty percent ($11,435,247) were spent on projects solely funded by 
Gloucester County.  The cost per acre varies throughout the County, but on average, over 
the course of the program, the cost per acre is $5,599 (see below Table). 
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Elk Township has the highest amount of preserved farmland in Gloucester County, with 
3,111 acres preserved to date.  South Harrison (2,553 acres), Franklin (1,170 acres), 
Harrison (848 acres), East Greenwich (782 acres) and Monroe (536 acres) each have 
permanently preserved over 500 acres of farmland. 
 
Forty percent of farmland preservation expenditures in Gloucester County were projects 
funded solely by Gloucester County.  The County is pursuing an accelerated program of 
preservation.  In cases where farms in Gloucester have not ranked high enough to receive 
state funding (this past year only 5 of the 57 farms ranked high enough to be funded by 
the SADC ), the County will purchase the farms on their own, without the state cost 
share.   
 

  
Township Acres 

Farms 
Per 

Town Total Cost State Cost County Cost 

Cost 
Per 

Acre 

Clayton 8 1 $49,140 $0 $49,140 $6,007
East Greenwich 782 9 $7,432,504 $2,790,826 $4,641,678 $9,510
Elk 3,111 24 $13,209,818 $8,963,578 $4,246,240 $4,246
Franklin 1,170 18 $3,522,672 $2,147,304 $1,375,368 $3,011
Glassboro 43 3 $468,017 $261,076 $206,941 $10,887
Greenwich 45 2 $350,990 $62,777 $288,213 $7,757
Harrison 848 13 $5,508,107 $2,359,750 $3,148,357 $6,498
Logan 143 2 $1,624,699 $321,964 $1,302,735 $11,327
Mantua 277 6 $4,666,400 $1,486,007 $3,180,393 $16,876
Monroe 536 5 $1,391,805 $896,316 $495,489 $2,595
Newfield 20 1 $52,040 $29,724 $22,316 $2,626
South Harrison 2,553 31 $13,470,943 $6,345,798 $7,125,145 $5,277
Washington 192 3 $2,201,477 $1,332,417 $869,060 $11,479
Woolwich 454 13 $3,051,472 $1,322,582 $1,728,889 $6,725
County Total: 10,181 131 $57,000,083 $28,320,119 $28,679,964 $5,599
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Gloucester County Farmland Preservation Program History     

Original Owner Township Acres  Total Cost  State Cost  
County 

Cost  

Per Acre 
Total 
Cost  

Type of 
Acquisition 

Purchase 
Year 

Dibella, J. Woolwich 164 $493,356 $394,685 $98,671 $3,000 Cty EP 1989 

TOTAL 1989:   164 $493,356 $394,685 $98,671 $3,000     

Peaslee, et al 
East 
Greenwich 222 $577,718 $456,000 $121,718 $2,608 Cty EP 1992 

TOTAL 1992:   222 $577,718 $456,000 $121,718 $2,608     

Gerlack, M. 
S. Harrison/ 
Woolwich 162 $316,788 $221,752 $95,036 $1,951 Cty EP 1993 

TOTAL 1993:   162 $316,788 $221,752 $95,036 $1,951     
Bramell, B Harrison 164 $326,400 $244,800 $81,600 $1,993 Cty EP 1995 

TOTAL 1995:   164 $326,400 $244,800 $81,600 $1,993     
Pioppi, Estate Franklin 156 $183,613 $143,830 $39,783 $1,177 Cty EP 1996 

TOTAL 1996:   156 $183,613 $143,830 $39,783 $1,177     
Black, R. & A. South Harrison 127 $404,576 $293,318 $111,258 $3,197 Cty EP 1997 
Cain, A. South Harrison 117 $228,129 $171,389 $56,740 $1,950 Cty EP 1997 
Pedrick, H. South Harrison 33 $65,584 $49,188 $16,396 $1,988 Cty EP 1997 
West, P. South Harrison 61 $212,086 $151,490 $60,596 $3,500 Cty EP 1997 
Sorbello, F. & C. South Harrison 50 $151,982 $111,121 $40,861 $3,038 Cty EP 1997 

TOTAL 1997:   387 $1,062,356 $776,505 $285,851 $2,744     
Mae Partnership South Harrison 317 $615,089 $462,268 $152,821 $1,940 Cty EP 1998 
Kandle Land 
Associates Washington 37 $426,535 $319,901 $106,634 $11,500 Cty EP 1998 
Licciardello, A. & J.  South Harrison 53 $159,630 $117,062 $42,568 $3,000 Cty EP 1998 

TOTAL 1998:   407 $1,201,254 $899,231 $302,023 $2,949     
Kerns, F. Jr. & M. Elk 46 $114,150 $84,471 $29,679 $2,500 Cty EP 1999 
Visalli, C. & M.N. Elk 157 $486,390 $354,594 $131,796 $3,100 Cty EP 1999 
Marino Brothers South Harrison 177 $614,915 $439,225 $175,690 $3,484 Cty EP 1999 

Eachus, E. V. 

Elk/ Harrison/ 
Mantua/ 
Sharrison 311 $1,042,232 $749,859 $292,373 $3,348 Cty EP 1999 

Gracemark Elk 194 $695,963 $577,333 $118,630 $3,595 SADC FS 1999 
TOTAL 1999:   884 $2,953,650 $2,205,482 $748,168 $3,341     

Sunnydale Elk/ Franklin 772 $3,704,037 $3,072,667 $631,370 $4,800 SADC FS 2000 
Hackett, R. & D. South Harrison 130 $429,660 $309,876 $119,784 $3,300 Cty EP 2000 
Leone, A. & A. South Harrison 151 $529,620 $378,300 $151,320 $3,500 Cty EP 2000 
Riesenweaver South Harrison 55 $165,930 $121,682 $44,248 $3,000 Cty EP 2000 

Hurff, M. & D. 
Franklin/ U 
Pittsgrove 234 $749,536 $543,251 $206,285 $3,201 Cty EP 2000 

Sorbello, S. & R, 
Harrison/ S 
Harrison 73 $270,396 $191,470 $78,926 $3,700 Cty EP 2000 

Royal Oak, Inc. South Harrison 29 $106,344 $62,794 $43,550 $3,636 Cty EP 2000 
Sunnybrook 
Nursery South Harrison 96 $296,205 $194,091 $102,114 $3,100 Cty EP 2000 

Clemick, A. 
Franklin/ U 
Pittsgrove 83 $275,088 $0 $275,088 $3,300 Cty IEP 2000 

Duffield, D. & M. Washington 147 $1,668,219 $948,482 $719,737 $11,357 Cty EP 2000 

TOTAL 2000:   1771 $8,195,035 $5,822,612 $2,372,423 $4,628     
Lewis, G. Jr. & K. Elk 90 $341,164 $219,494 $121,670 $3,800 Cty EP 2001 
Smith, C. & V. Elk 46 $128,156 $81,613 $46,543 $2,795 Cty EP 2001 
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Gloucester County Farmland Preservation Program History     

Original Owner Township Acres  Total Cost  State Cost  
County 

Cost  

Per Acre 
Total 
Cost  

Type of 
Acquisition 

Purchase 
Year 

Visalli, S. & B. South Harrison 89 $328,227 $216,559 $111,668 $3,700 Cty EP 2001 
Butler 
Farms/Gardiner Harrison 154 $792,917 $490,126 $302,791 $5,145 Cty EP 2001 
Richards, B. Elk 48 $179,363 $105,319 $74,043 $3,750 Cty EP 2001 

Moore, K. & V. 
Franklin/ U 
Pittsgrove 86 $227,821 $149,957 $77,863 $2,650 Cty EP 2001 

TOTAL 2001:   512 $1,997,647 $1,263,068 $734,579 $3,900     

Fullmer/Trafton - 2 
Harrision/ S 
Harrison 30 $107,533 $0 $107,533 $3,600 Cty IEP 2002 

McCann, E. & S. Elk 53 $158,310 $95,485 $62,825 $3,000 Cty EP 2002 
Wagner, H. Elk 131 $365,736 $230,218 $135,518 $2,800 Cty EP 2002 
Dersch Woolwich 15 $61,628 $0 $61,627 $4,150 Cty IEP 2002 
Hanst Elk 141 $484,057 $484,057 $0 $3,434 SADC FS 2002 

Newcombe 
East 
Greenwich 30 $143,131 $0 $143,131 $4,801 Cty IEP 2002 

Gaines, R. South Harrison 25 $98,475 $0 $98,475 $3,900 Cty IEP 2002 
Kirkpatrick, L. & A. Elk 24 $80,741 $58,231 $22,510 $3,300 Cty EP 2002 
Butch, J. Franklin 107 $268,670 $183,038 $85,632 $2,510 Cty EP 2002 

TOTAL 2002:   556 $1,768,280 $1,051,030 $717,250 $3,182     

Dubois, B. 
Franklin/ 
Clayton 77 $530,338 $366,600 $163,738 $6,875 Cty EP 2003 

Ashcraft, J. & D. South Harrison 19 $62,505 $41,727 $20,778 $3,375 Cty EP 2003 
Murphy Elk 44 $108,875 $80,575 $28,300 $2,500 Cty EP 2003 
Borrie, C. Woolwich 29 $144,100 $0 $144,100 $5,000 Cty IEP 2003 
Lacovara, N. & C. South Harrison 9 $60,227 $0 $60,227 $6,575 Cty IEP 2003 
Simon, R. EastGreenwich 18 $98,000 $60,516 $37,484 $5,312 Cty IEP 2003 
Magliocco, F. Franklin 25 $57,750 $42,936 $14,814 $2,300 Cty EP 2003 
Zee-Jones, M. Harrison 75 $412,102 $223,235 $188,867 $5,501 Cty EP 2003 
Pennell Harrison 107 $481,500 $223,759 $257,741 $4,500 Cty EP 2003 
M. Mood Estate Elk 248 $992,816 $502,006 $490,810 $4,000 Cty EP 2003 
Costantino, T. & D.  South Harrison 31 $160,344 $108,330 $52,014 $5,092 Cty EP 2003 
Driver, R. South Harrison 32 $161,045 $90,185 $70,860 $5,000 Cty EP 2003 

Leone, S. & J. 

East 
Greenwich/ 
Mantua 253 $2,508,066 $1,473,333 $1,034,733 $9,896 Cty EP 2003 

Lewis, G. Jr. & K. Elk 34 $184,302 $121,162 $63,141 $5,400 Cty EP 2003 
Placendo, J. Newfield Boro 20 $52,040 $29,724 $22,316 $2,626 Cty EP 2003 
Dibella, Joe -2 Woolwich 45 $291,627 $181,400 $110,228 $6,511 Cty EP 2003 
Alvino, R. Franklin 49 $108,691 $81,024 $27,667 $2,200 Cty EP 2003 

Gerlack, L. & P. 
Elk/ Glassboro 
Borough 46 $167,210 $107,138 $60,073 $3,635 Cty EP 2003 

Graiff, D. Franklin 98 $238,405 $118,405 $120,000 $2,431 SADC EP 2003 
Gant, T. & M. Elk 212 $1,081,659 $530,225 $551,434 $5,100 Cty EP 2003 
Licciardello, R. Woolwich 16 $114,450 $71,940 $42,510 $7,000 Cty EP 2003 
Horner, W. & S. South Harrison 279 $1,059,565 $680,353 $379,213 $3,800 Cty EP 2003 
Peterson, R.  & C. Franklin 27 $79,731 $55,731 $24,000 $2,960 SADC EP 2003 
Colton, J. & C. Franklin 65 $141,919 $97,785 $44,134 $2,177 Cty EP 2003 
Duffield, D. & M. Washington 8 $106,723 $64,034 $42,689 $13,700 Cty EP 2003 
Wagner, J. & S. Elk 91 $337,133 $211,391 $125,741 $3,700 Cty EP 2003 
Ruggeri, C. Greenwich 23 $223,680 $0 $223,680 $9,600 Cty IEP 2003 
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Gloucester County Farmland Preservation Program History     

Original Owner Township Acres  Total Cost  State Cost  
County 

Cost  

Per Acre 
Total 
Cost  

Type of 
Acquisition 

Purchase 
Year 

McCann, E. & S. Elk 37 $130,114 $84,388 $45,726 $3,485 Cty EP 2003 
HFM Properties South Harrison 49 $278,958 $183,525 $95,433 $5,700 Cty EP 2003 
Totoro, J.  Franklin 13 $24,048 $18,170 $5,878 $1,800 Cty EP 2003 
McCall, W. South Harrison 25 $99,440 $69,608 $29,832 $4,000 Cty EP 2003 

TOTAL 2003:   2106 $10,497,362 $5,919,204 $4,578,158 $4,984     
Butler/Sconyeus Harrison 79 $748,182 $490,126 $258,057 $9,501 Cty EP 2004 

Leone, J & S - 2 
East 
Greenwich 74 $876,740 $0 $876,740 $11,800 Cty IEP 2004 

Chiuili, L. & D. South Harrison 10 $50,610 $0 $50,610 $5,250 Cty IEP 2004 
Parker & 
Stevenson Franklin 13 $57,150 $0 $57,150 $4,500 Cty IEP 2004 
Horner, M. South Harrison 32 $226,873 $142,195 $84,678 $7,100 Cty EP 2004 
Marchisello, F. Monroe 33 $119,326 $84,854 $34,472 $3,600 Cty EP 2004 
Gloucester Co. 
Fish & Game 
Assoc Monroe 332 $166,148 $119,595 $46,553 $500 Cty EP 2004 

Rowand 
Glassboro 
Boro 23 $254,515 $146,758 $107,757 $10,900 Cty EP 2004 

Rowand, B. & S. 
Glassboro 
Boro 7 $61,194 $34,348 $26,846 $9,400 Cty EP 2004 

Rowand, R. & D. 
Glassboro 
Boro 13 $152,308 $79,970 $72,338 $11,600 Cty EP 2004 

Fullmer/Trafton -2 
Harrision/ S 
Harrison 20 $169,901 $0 $169,901 $8,300 Cty IEP 2004 

Wagner, D. Franklin 41 $154,888 $109,237 $45,651 $3,800 Cty EP 2004 
TOTAL 2004:   677 $3,037,835 $1,207,082 $1,830,753 $4,488     

Dibella, M. & J. Woolwich 28 $145,132 $0 $145,132 $5,200 Cty IEP 2005 
TOTAL 2005:   28 $145,132 $0 $145,132 $5,200     

Hanahan, J. & J. Woolwich 6 $63,360 $0 $63,360 $11,000 Cty IEP 2006 
Madara Mantua 10 $272,023 $0 $272,023 $27,814 Cty IEP 2006 
Visalli, C. & M. Elk 17 $141,778 $55,674 $86,104 $8,200 Cty EP 2006 
Dibella C. & J. Woolwich 34 $559,020 $335,412 $223,608 $16,500 Cty EP 2006 
McKendry, F. & J. Harrison 14 $115,280 $68,502 $46,778 $8,000 Cty EP 2006 
Gootee/Costa Monroe 29 $468,960 $281,376 $187,584 $16,000 Cty EP 2006 
A. Marino Trust South Harrison 160 $3,480,485 $1,308,791 $2,171,694 $21,700 Cty EP 2006 
Mihlbach Greenwich 22 $127,310 $62,777 $64,533 $5,800 Cty EP 2006 
Heilig Orchards Mantua 107 $1,610,430 $0 $1,610,430 $14,999 Cty IEP 2006 
Heilig, C. & K. Mantua 9 $250,232 $0 $250,232 $26,706 Cty IEP 2006 
Borrie, C. - 2 Woolwich 11 $43,326 $0 $43,326 $4,012 Cty IEP 2006 
Borrie, C. - 3 Woolwich 5 $87,480 $0 $87,480 $17,496 Cty IEP 2006 
Giuffrida, A. Harrison 12 $183,668 $0 $183,668 $14,800 Cty IEP 2006 
Putorti, A.  Woolwich 28 $288,354 $157,747 $130,607 $10,200 Cty EP 2006 
Horne, B. Harrison 31 $588,069 $250,703 $337,366 $19,000 Cty EP 2006 
Leatherwood South Harrison 39 $256,271 $163,082 $93,190 $6,600 Cty EP 2006 
Cedarvale Family 
L. Logan 87 $515,819 $321,964 $193,855 $5,900 Cty EP 2006 
Rauchfuss, C. & E. Franklin 29 $157,572 $105,048 $52,524 $5,400 Cty EP 2006 
Estate of Dorothy 
Gootee Monroe 29 $468,960 $281,376 $187,584 $16,000 Cty EP 2006 

Musser-Mondelli, N 
East 
Greenwich 17 $93,720 $62,196 $31,524 $5,500 Cty IEP 2006 

TOTAL 2006:   699 $9,772,118 $3,454,647 $6,317,471 $13,986     
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Gloucester County Farmland Preservation Program History     

Original Owner Township Acres  Total Cost  State Cost  
County 

Cost  

Per Acre 
Total 
Cost  

Type of 
Acquisition 

Purchase 
Year 

Emerson, R. & G. Franklin 29 $96,903 $69,542 $27,361 $3,400 Cty EP 2007 

Leone, J. & S 

East 
Greenwich/ 
Mantua 27 $317,492 $156,009 $161,483 $11,600 Cty EP 2007 

Eivich, E. & S. Mantua 26 $235,574 $141,609 $93,965 $8,900 Cty EP 2007 
Zirbser, E. & J. South Harrison 28 $429,815 $257,889 $171,926 $15,500 Cty EP 2007 
Blue Bell Nursery 
LLC Monroe 112 $168,411 $129,115 $39,296 $1,500 Cty EP 2007 
Turk, W. & M. Harrison 28 $295,050 $177,030 $118,020 $10,500 Cty EP 2007 
Harrell, T. & D. Franklin 19 $88,830 $62,748 $26,082 $4,700 Cty EP 2007 
Eachus, V. & P. Mantua 96 $1,980,649 $1,188,389 $792,260 $20,600 Cty EP 2007 
Skulnick, M. & C. South Harrison 81 $903,318 $0 $903,318 $11,100 Cty IEP 2007 
Summerville, B. Harrison 60 $1,017,110 $0 $1,017,110 $17,000 Cty IEP 2007 
Lafferty, M. & G. South Harrison 27 $499,778 $0 $499,778 $18,497 Cty IEP 2007 
Haynicz, D. & E.  Elk 55 $612,165 $306,083 $306,083 $11,100 Cty EP 2007 
Frank, J. Logan 56 $1,108,879 $0 $1,108,879 $19,801 Cty IEP 2007 
Declement/Hogan Elk 20 $98,000 $0 $98,000 $5,000 Cty IEP 2007 
Dennis, A., E., & D.  Elk/ Clayton 47 $582,651 $349,590 $233,061 $12,300 Cty EP 2007 

Still Run Properties 
East 
Greenwich 80 $1,844,632 $0 $1,844,632 $23,200 Cty IEP 2007 

Ambruster, L. South Harrison 60 $1,018,470 $0 $1,018,470 $17,000 Cty IEP 2007 
Finnocchiaro, J. Woolwich 28 $477,462 $0 $477,462 $17,010 Cty IEP 2007 
Haden, D. & K. Franklin 18 $81,720 $0 $81,720 $4,500 Cty IEP 2007 

Rioux, S. & E. 
East 
Greenwich 60 $973,004 $582,772 $390,232 $16,200 Cty EP 2007 

Power, D. Clayton 8 $49,140 $0 $49,140 $6,007 Cty IEP 2007 
TOTAL 2007:   966 $12,879,053 $3,420,777 $9,458,277 $13,336     

COUNTY TOTAL:   9861 $55,407,598 $27,480,704 $27,926,893 $5,619     

 
The following abbreviations were used in this table: 
 
Cty EP - County-owned easement with SADC cost share grant 
Cty IEP - County-owned easement purchased independently, without SADC cost share 
SADC EP – SADC easement purchase (direct) 
SADC FS - SADC purchase of farm in fee simple  
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Gloucester County has purchase and preserved the following farms in 2008 , between 
January 1 and March 30, 2008.  These total an additional 378 acres.   
 

Gloucester County Farmland Preservation Program in 2008 (January 1 - March 30, 2008) 

Original Owner Township Acres  Total Cost State Cost 
County 

Cost  
Per Acre 

Total Cost  
Type of 

Acquisition 
Purchase 

Year 

Grasso, J East Greenwich       34  $119,070 $0 $119,070 $3,500 Cty IEP 2008 
Mildred S. Hughes 
Trust Elk       20  $455,906 $276,000 $179,706 $23,000 Cty EP 2008 
Nichols, J Franklin       24  $188,560 $112,700 $75,860 $8,000 Cty EP 2008 
Read, P. & R. -1 Mantua       21  $353,600 $0 $353,600 $17,000 Cty IEP 2008 
Read, P. & R. -2 Mantua       22  $363,460 $0 $363,460 $17,000 Cty IEP 2008 

Tomarchio, A. & J. 

East Greenwich, 
Mantua, 
Harrison     111  $2,128,600 $1,329,360 $799,240 $19,100 Cty EP 2008 

Leone, J. East Greenwich       24  $359,100 $0 $259,100 $15,000 Cty IEP 2008 
Shriveler Farm Logan     123  $2,022,405 $2,022,405 $0 $16,500 SADC EP 2008 

2008 TOTAL TO DATE     378  $5,990,701 $3,740,465 $2,150,036 $14,888     
 
Note: The tables and maps included within this Plan were completed prior to closing of these farms.  These 
farms are identified on the maps and within the analysis (in Chapter 5) as “pending preservation”. 
 
County Easement Purchase 
 
County Easement Purchases involve the sale of farmland development rights to the 
county by the landowner.  By selling their development rights to the county, the 
landowner agrees to restrict their land to agricultural use.  The landowner still retains 
ownership of his or her farm and can sell it on the open market at any time, but the land is 
deed-restricted, in perpetuity, 
 for agricultural use. 
 
To be eligible for the County Easement Purchase program, a landowner must complete an 
application.  In the past, these applications were distributed once a year, with the new 
County Planning Incentive Grant program there will no longer be an annual application 
date for the County Easement Purchase program.  Following review of the application 
and a site visit by the CADB, two independent appraisals must be conducted.  Each 
appraisal should determine the land’s fair market value and its agricultural value.  The 
difference between these two is the price of the farm’s “development rights,” also known 
as the easement value.  The easement value offered to the landowner is the price that the 
SADC certifies based on the findings of the two independent appraisals.  If this price is 
accepted, the County has title work and a survey done for farms receiving final State, 
County and Municipal approvals, and then schedules a closing.  The landowner still 
retains ownership of his or her farm and can sell it on the open market at any time, but the 
land is deed-restricted, in perpetuity, for agricultural use. 
 
In certain situations, the SADC may cost share on an easement which has been, or is 
being acquired, by a county.  The SADC will not authorize a grant for greater than 80% 
of the SADC’s certified fair market value of the development easement.  If the 
landowner’s asking price is greater than the certified fair market value, the SADC’s cost 
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share grant shall be based upon the SADC’s certified fair market value.  The percent cost 
share shall be based upon the following sliding scale: 
 

Landowner's Asking Price Percent SADC Cost Share  
From $0.00 to $1,000 = 80% above $0.00  

From > $1,000 to $3,000 = $800 + 70% above $1,000 
From > $3,000 to $5,000 = $2,200 + 60% above $3,000 
From > $5,000 to $9,000 = $3,400 + 50% above $5,000 

From > $9,000 to $50,000 = 60% 
From > $50,000 to $75,000 = $30,000 + 55% above $50,000 
From > $75,000 to $85,000 = $43,750 + 50% above $75,000 
From > $85,000 to $95,000 = $48,750 + 40% above $85,000 

From > $95,000 to $105,000 = $52,750 + 30% above $95,000 
From > $105,000 to $115,000 = $55,750 + 20% above $105,000 

From > $115,000 = $57,750 + 10% above $115,000  
 
Ninety-four (94) farms have been preserved through the County Easement purchase 
program, protecting 7,927 acres of farmland in Gloucester County. 
 
County Planning Incentive Grants  
 
The goal of County Planning Incentive Grants (PIGs) is to protect and preserve large 
pieces of contiguous farmland through the purchase of development easements.  The 
State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) has recently updated their rules 
(N.J.A.C. 2:76-6.3 through 2:76-17A.17) to promote County PIGs to streamline and 
expand the farmland preservation program throughout the state.  In order to qualify for 
PIGs, an agricultural advisory committee, as which the County Agriculture Development 
Board (CADB) functions for the county, is necessary.  Additionally, the county must 
maintain a dedicated source of funding or alternative means for funding farmland 
preservation.  Both county and municipal applications should correlate with county 
comprehensive farmland preservation plans. Gloucester County has developed this 
Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan in order to bring it in to compliance with 
the newly adopted guidelines and qualify for the County Planning Incentive Grant 
program. 
 
The SADC is encouraging the transition from the County Easement Purchase program to 
the new County Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) program.  The PIG program will enable 
counties to accept and process farmland preservation applications year-round, rather than 
once a year; reducing the timeframe from landowner application to closing.  The SADC 
is rewarding counties that complete transactions in a timely manner with the potential for 
additional funding. (County Planning Incentives Grant 2008)1 
 
Based on the number of counties participating, the Base Grant available to each county in 
FY09, for the PIG program, will be $2 million.  The total Competitive Grant Fund (for 
counties that expend all of their PIG funding) will be $15 million.  The maximum 
combined grant available to any one county will be $5 million. (County PIG 
Implementation Document)2  If there are other applicants for Competitive Grant during 
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the same review period, then the SADC will utilize a priority ranking system, based on a 
scoring of density, soil productivity, proximity to other preserved lands, and “relative 
best buy” score (pursuant to N.J.A.C. 2:76-17.14(e)4). If further scoring is necessary, 
funding priority will be given by the SADC to those projects using: option agreements, 
installment purchases, donations, etc. Anyone rejected in a Competitive Round, may 
withdraw their application, and re-apply in a subsequent round. 
 
Municipal Planning Incentive Grants  
 
Municipal Planning Incentive Grants (PIGs) are very similar to the County PIGs in their 
goals, requirements, and implementation.  Like the County PIGs, Municipal PIGs require 
a local financial commitment for preserving farmland. Upon the completion of a 
municipal Farmland Preservation Plan and application to the SADC, grants are provided 
by the SADC in order to purchase development easements.  The Farmland Preservation 
Plan describes the farms that are the focus of the municipal PIG.  In order to qualify for 
this program, the town must have an agricultural advisory committee and a source of 
funding for farmland preservation.   
 
Farms to be preserved through a municipal PIG need to be approved by the CADB only 
when there is a county cost share.  Traditionally, the SADC will fund 60% of the 
development easement purchase through the municipal PIG program, and the CADB and 
municipality split the remaining cost 50:50.  If necessary the CADB will fund up to 25% 
of the development easement purchase price, based upon the Certified Market Value, 
through the municipal Planning Incentive Grant program. 
 
Currently there are two communities in Gloucester County enrolled in the Municipal 
Planning Incentive Grant program: Franklin and Woolwich Townships.  To date, no 
farmland has been preserved through the municipal PIG program since these municipal 
PIG’s have only recently been approved.  Both Franklin and Woolwich Township are 
accepting applications from landowners interested in the municipal PIG program, and for 
several properties, are completing appraisals.  Based upon the amount of their individual 
grants, the County will pay up $250,000 in Franklin and $375,000 in Woolwich annually.  
Both Franklin and Woolwich have reapplied in December 2007 for additional funding 
under the new SADC PIG regulations.  The individual municipal PIG project areas are 
described below for the two municipalities and are included within the County’s ADA. 
 

Franklin 

The municipal PIG for Franklin Township identifies five Agricultural Development 
Areas (ADAs).  Two Project Areas – the Northern and Central Project Areas – were 
developed in the 2006 Plan.   In 2007 the Township added three Project Areas to 
encompass additional agricultural areas into the municipal Planning Incentive Grant 
program.  These include the Forest Grove Project Area, the Main Road – Piney Hollow 
Project Area, and the. Janvier Project Area. 
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The Northern ADA is located in the northwestern section of the Township, west of Route 
55 and adjoining Elk Township.  Included within this is 338 acres on four permanently 
preserved farms, including the Hurff, Clemick, and Wagner farms and the Kessel 
Nursery.  There is also one farm under contract for permanent preservation and one farm 
enrolled in the eight-year program. 
 
The Central Project Area is located in the center of the Township, west of the Pinelands.  
Within this project area are five farms on 224 acres which are permanently preserved, 
including the Alvino, Placendo, Magliocca, and Totoro farms.  One farm is enrolled in 
the eight-year program. 

Located within the Pinelands, the Janvier Project Area is located in the northeast section 
of the Township.  It runs between CR-555 (Tuckahoe Road) and CR-659 (West Malaga 
Road), north of CR-538 (Coles Mill Road).  There are no preserved farms within this 
project area, although there are several across the border in Monroe Township. 

The Main Road-Piney Hollow project area is also located within the Pinelands.  This 
project area runs along either side of Piney Hollow Road from the Township’s border 
with Monroe, and to the east of Main Road (CR-555), and is bounded to the south by US-
40 (and the Pinelands Border). 

Directly south of the Main Road-Piney Hollow Project Area is the Forest Grove Project 
Area.  This area, located outside the boundary of the Pinelands is bounded by US-40 to 
the north, the township border with Buena (Atlantic County), and east of Main Road 
(CR-555).  Forest Grove is an area of concentrated farmland that is subject to increasing 
development pressure due to its proximity to Vineland. 

Woolwich 

The municipal PIG from Woolwich Township divides the Township’s Agricultural 
Development Area into three Project Areas.  These are the North, East, and Southwest 
Project Areas.  
 
The North Project Area is located in the northern section of the Township, adjoining East 
Greenwich Township to the north and Logan Township to the northwest.  Soils in this 
ADA are among the best in the region.  There are three farms enrolled in the eight-year 
program, totaling more than 100 acres. 
 
The East Project Area is located on the eastern side of the Township, south of the New 
Jersey Turnpike.  This Project Area has been expanded since Woolwich’s 2005 Farmland 
Preservation Plan to include properties on its southern end  It contains several preserved 
farms and three eight-year farms. 

The Southwest Project Area is an addition that incorporates a substantial area of farmland 
on either side of Oldmans Creek Road between the Township border with Logan and CR-
551. 
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SADC State Acquisition Program 
 
SADC Direct Easement Purchase 
 
Also important to Gloucester County farmers is the State Agriculture Development 
Committee (SADC).  The SADC is the lead program in administering the state’s 
Farmland Preservation Program. The SADC: 
 

• Provides cost share funding for the purchase of development easements. 
• Directly purchases farms and development easements from landowners; 
• Administers grants to landowners in the Farmland Preservation Program to 

fund up to 50 % of soil and water conservation projects; 
• Administers the Right to Farm Program (discussed in Chapter 8); 
• Administers the Transfer of Development Rights Bank; and, 
• Operates the Farm Link Program, which helps connect farm owners with 

potential tenant farmers. 
 
The SADC Direct Easement Purchase is a program that allows a landowner to apply 
directly to the SADC for the sale of development rights.  In most cases, the State will pay 
up to 100% of the certified appraised easement value in the direct easement purchase 
program.  By participating in this program, the landowner still retains ownership of their 
land, but agrees to restrict land use to agricultural purposes.  The Direct Easement 
Program does not usually receive monetary contributions from the County or 
municipality. To date, the state has purchased two farms on 125 acres in Gloucester 
County at a cost of $174,136 in state funds and $144,000 in County funds. 
 

Municipality Original Owner Acres  
Total 
Cost  

Year 
Purchased 

Franklin Graiff 98 $238,405 2003 
Franklin Peterson 27 $79,731 2003 
 Total SADC Easement Purchase: 125 $318,136   

 
 
SADC Fee Simple 
 
A fee simple acquisition involves an entire property being purchased directly by the state 
for farmland preservation purposes.  The SADC pays the survey and title costs, the 
landowner is exempt from paying rollback taxes for farmland assessment and the 
transaction can be completed in a matter of months.  The SADC negotiates a purchase 
price subject to recommendations of two independent appraisers and review by a state 
review appraiser.  The land becomes restricted so that it becomes permanently preserved 
for agriculture. In this type of acquisition, the landowner does not retain any rights.  The 
property is then resold at auction, the SADC does not retain ownership.  To qualify to 
participate in this program, the farmland must be within an ADA and be eligible for 
Farmland Assessment.  The state has preserved three farms on 1,106 acres under fee 
simple program in Gloucester County. 
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Municipality Original Owner Acres Total Cost 
Year 
Purchased 

Elk Gracemark 194 $695,963 1999 
Elk Hanst 141 $484,057 2002 
Elk/Franklin Sunnydale 772 $3,704,037 2000 
 Total SADC Fee Simple: 1106 $4,884,057   

 
Nonprofit Grant Program 
 
Grants are provided to nonprofit organizations by the State Agriculture Development 
Committee for farmland preservation.  These grants fund up to 50% of the fee simple or 
development easement values on farms. These grants help to preserve farmland 
throughout the County.  These grants are obtained through an application process, in 
which the land is valuated by independent appraisers.  Often, farms preserved in the 
nonprofit program have agricultural and environmental significance.  To date, farmland 
in Gloucester County has not been protected through the nonprofit grant program. 
 
Transfer of Development Rights 
 
The transfer of development rights is a growth management tool that transfers 
development rights from one location, a preservation area called the sending area, to an 
identified growth area called the receiving area.  The development rights are used to 
allow for development at a higher density than what the previous zoning of the receiving 
area allowed.  Woolwich Township has completed a TDR Plan, and is currently awaiting 
plan endorsement by the Office of Smart Growth.  The Woolwich TDR could result in as 
much as 4,000 acres of preserved farmland at little to no public cost. 
  
Consistency with SADC Strategic Targeting Project 
 
The purpose of the SADC Strategic Targeting Project is to prioritize farmland to be 
preserved by targeting farms for preservation based on specific criteria, including the 
prioritization of prime and statewide soils in agricultural production outside sewer service 
areas.  According to the SADC, the Strategic Targeting Project has three primary goals.  
These are as follows: 
 

• The coordination of farmland preservation and retention of agricultural practices 
“with proactive planning initiatives.” 

• To update and create maps which serve as a tool for more accurate preservation 
targets. 

• To coordinate different preservation efforts, such as open space, with farmland 
preservation. 

 
Through the use of the Strategic Targeting Program, the SADC hopes to more efficiently 
target and designate farmland for preservation and, by doing so, boost the State’s 
agricultural industry. 
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The Gloucester CADB, through the completion of its 2007 Comprehensive Farmland 
Preservation Plan, meets each of the goals as outlined in the Strategic Targeting Project.  
In addition, the municipal agricultural advisory committees work closely with the 
Gloucester CADB in the establishment of municipal project areas and identification of 
targeted farms, thus ensuring consistency for municipal farmland plans, the County Plan, 
and the SADC Strategic Targeting Project. 
 
Eight Year Programs 
 
The 8-Year Farmland Preservation Program and the Municipally Approved 8-Year 
Farmland Preservation Program are temporary preservation programs which include 
eligibility for soil and water conservation grants as an incentive for participation.  For 
entrance into these programs and to qualify for benefits, a farm must be located within an 
ADA.  The farmer signs an agreement that restricts the land to agricultural use for eight 
years and the farmer is eligible to receive 50% cost sharing for these projects as well as 
protection against emergency energy and water restrictions and eminent domain.  
Technical assistance for the soil and water practices comes through the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service. 
 
In Gloucester County, 868 acres are currently protected through an eight-year program.  
Seventy percent of these protected acres are through the municipal eight-year program, 
and the remaining farms are protected through the State eight-year farmland preservation 
program.  This includes three farms in East Greenwich, six farms in Franklin, two farms 
in Harrison, two farms in Mantua, one farm in Monroe, one farm in Newfield, two farms 
in South Harrison and two farms in Woolwich. 
 

Township Owner Name 
Expiration 
Date Acres 

East Greenwich Brown May 25, 2013 86.2 
East Greenwich Mascaro Feb. 28, 2014 7.25 
Franklin Clemick Dec. 4, 2014 47.03 
Franklin Cloak Jan. 4, 2010 25.1 
Franklin Collins Dec. 4, 2014 8.54 
Harrison Boarts April 17, 2015 51 
Harrison Katinos Farm April 17, 2015 16.5 
Harrison Schleicher Jan. 23, 2011 35 
Manuta Kramer Farm Nov. 3, 2011 100 
Manuta Fred Smith Orchards Oct. 6, 2007 82 
South Harrison Martins Farm Nov. 3, 2011 7.9 
Woolwich Horner Farm 1 July 7, 2013 40 
Woolwich Horner Farm 2 Aug. 27, 2013 6 
Woolwich Maugeri Feb. 1, 2008 95.2 

  
MUNICIPAL 
TOTAL:   607.72 
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Township Owner Name 
Expiration 
Date Acres 

East Greenwich Leone, J & S July 26, 2009 76 
Franklin Ferrucci Brothers Nov. 3, 2011 57 
Franklin Ferrucci, D & C Nov. 3, 2011 34.08 
Franklin Ferrucci, F & M Nov. 3, 2011 31.29 
Monroe Muth April 17, 2015 45 
Newfield Leshay March 8, 2012 7.3 
South Harrison Calabro July 20, 2013 9.8 
  STATE TOTAL:   260.47 

 
Coordination with Open Space Preservation Initiatives 
 
A cooperative project involves a partnership and/or funding from more than one agency.  
This kind of project leverages county farmland preservation dollars and makes use of 
municipal open space trust funds or grants to non-profit organizations. These “hybrid” 
projects are an opportunity to use traditional open space funds, where appropriate, to help 
preserve farm properties, especially where those properties are a mixture of cropland and 
woodland areas.  The use of Green Acres funding, local open space trust funds, and 
nonprofit grant funds are becoming increasingly important to preserving agricultural 
landscapes.  All publicly preserved open space is shown in “green” on the Farmland 
Map. 
 
To date, no open space purchases have been completed as part of a farmland project.  The 
County strives to avoid conflicts between agricultural operations and adjoining public 
open space and supports buffers between adjacent land uses.  The County does follow up 
with the towns to ensure there is a buffer between open recreational lands and farmland. 
 
Farmland preservation and the identification of targeted farms should be coordinated with 
open space planning efforts.  Trail easements and adjacency to proposed and existing 
active recreational facilities are potential areas of concern for farmers.  As the 
establishment of trails and parks in local communities grows in Gloucester County the 
CADB can look to the local Open Space Plans to determine whether public access 
easements should be negotiated as part of a farmland preservation project.  On Page 4-20 
is a list of towns that have a municipal open space fund in Gloucester County. 
 
On Page 4-19 is the Garden State Greenways map for Gloucester County.  This map 
details the location of local and regional open space and recreational lands in the County 
and may be used in conjunction with the County’s Project Areas Map to identify land for 
open space and farmland protection. 
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Municipalities with Open Space and Farmland Funding in Gloucester County      

TOWNS  

Municipal 
Open Space 
and 
Farmland 
Fund 

Municipal 
Tax Rate 
(per $100) 

Existing 
balance 

Annual 
amount 
generated* 

Amount 
dedicated to 
farmland 
preservation 

Amount 
bonded for 
farmland 
preservation 

Open 
Space 
Plan 

Farmland 
Plan 

Enrolled in 
GA Planning 
Incentive 
program (if 
Yes, date) 

Enrolled 
in SADC 
PIG 
program 

East Greenwich 
Township Yes             0.03  

        
241,758.00   155,662   Yes  

    
2,200,000.00   Yes     Yes    

Franklin Township Yes             0.01  
        
532,999.10  

            
78,894.93   All   None   Yes   Yes   Yes, 2003   Yes  

Harrison Township Yes             0.06  

 Open Space - 
364,031.60  
Farmland- 
1,766,084.51  

 Open Space 
- 76,531.16    
Farmland - 
382,655.81   Undetermined 

    
8,900,000.00   Yes  

 Included 
in OS 
Plan   Yes, 2002    

Logan Township Yes             0.01  
456,403.00 
(12/31/2007) 

            
63,000.00  

 No Specific 
Amount   None   Yes   No   Yes    

Mantua Township Yes             0.02  
        
288,354.48   151.082.13   Yes   None   Yes   Yes   Yes    

Monroe Township Yes             0.02  
        
292,813.00  

          
286,092.00   Yes        No   

South Harrison 
Township** Yes  0.01 59,579.16 21,160.00  All 

Not allocated 
at present  No No  

Washington 
Township Yes             0.02  

     
1,656,142.29  

 513,512 
(2007), 
514,712 
(2008)  

 No Specific 
Amount   None   Yes   No   Yes    

West Deptford 
Township Yes             0.02  

        
664,809.26  

          
289,498.00   All   None   Yes   No   No    

Woolwich 
Township Yes             0.05  

        
211,949.52  

          
145,000.00   All   None   Yes   Yes   Yes, 2006   Yes  

Source: Municipalities, Steve Jandoli at New Jersey Green Acres        
* Annual amount generated for 2007 unless otherwise stated. 
** Trust Fund in South Harrison Township is for farmland preservation only. 
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Farmland Preservation Program Funding Expended to Date 
by Source 
 
The Gloucester County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Fund was first 
established in 1993 as a one-cent tax levy, passed by a 69% majority.  In 2000 an 
additional one-cent levy was approved by a 67% majority, bringing the total tax to two-
cents.  The most recent levy, totaling an additional two-cents, was approved in 2004 by a 
61% majority.  At present there is no set formula for fund distribution between farmland 
and open space.  However farmland preservation does consume the majority of these 
funds, as there are generally more farmland preservation projects than open space 
preservation projects in Gloucester County.  All administrative costs are deducted 
directly from the County Trust fund. 
 
Additionally, three bonds have been passed by the Gloucester County Board of 
Freeholders authorizing the issuance of $27 million dollars for farmland and open space 
preservation activities; $1 million in 1994, $10 million in 2002 and $16 million in 2005.  
In 2008, the Board of Freeholders has proposed to authorize the issuance of an additional 
$16 million dollars for farmland and open space preservation. 
 

Year Amount Generated Percent Increase 
2000 1,288,269.18    
2001 2,679,395.96  52 (one cent increase) 
2002 2,856,530.27  6 
2003 3,064,972.79  7 
2004 3,431,567.05  11 
2005 7,587,946.36  55 (two cent increase) 
2006 9,029,465.57  16 
2007 10,493,493.55  14 

 
 
At present there is $492,098 in the County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Fund.  
This is an unobligated balance.  To date Gloucester County has expended $28,679,964 on 
131 projects preserving 10,181 acres.  Between January 1 and March 30, 2008, 
Gloucester County preserved an additional 378 acres in 8 projects at a cost of $2,150,036. 
 
Monitoring of Preserved Farmland  
 
To verify that compliance with the deed restrictions on preserved property is taking place, 
Ken Atkinson, Director of the County Office of Land Preservation and Eric Agren, Field 
Representative, perform annual inspections of the property.   
 
The inspectors take note of the following: 

• Change in ownership since the previous inspection 
• Changes in residential, agricultural and non-agricultural uses 
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• Evidence of mining or removing of materials such as sand, gravel, rock, etc. 
• Evidence of dumping or fallow fields 
• Whether or not the farm has an approved conservation plan 
• Any issues which may be in violation of the Deed of Easement and determination 

of what corrective actions may be necessary. 
 
Coordination with Transfer of Development Rights Programs  
 
Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) may be used in conjunction with the traditional 
Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program; these two programs are not mutually 
exclusive.  As previously described, Woolwich Township is in the process of 
implementing a TDR program.  This intra-municipal program will protect than 4,000 
acres of agricultural and natural lands.  Gloucester County strongly supports this 
initiative See Chapter 3 for a discussion of the possibilities for implementing and 
coordinating transfer-of-development rights programs within Gloucester County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 State of New Jersey Department of Agriculture.  State Agriculture Development Committee.  County 
Planning Incentive Grants.  www.state.nj.us/agriculture/sadc/farmpreserve/programs/countyPIG.html 
Accessed March 2008. 
2 State Agriculture Development Committee. Implementation Details for the SADC’s New County and 
Municipal Planning Incentive Grant Programs.  Adopted September 27, 2007. 
www.state.nj.us/agriculture/sadc/farmpreserve/programs/pigimplementationdetails.pdf 
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CHAPTER 5:  FUTURE FARMLAND 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM  

 
 
Preservation Goals  
 
Gloucester County is 215,471 acres (336.7 square miles) in size.  Of this 58,987 acres, or 
27%, of total land area, are under farmland assessment, which encompasses croplands, 
woodlands, farm structures, and wetlands/waterways that occur on agricultural property.  
The 2002 Census of Agriculture identifies 24% of the total land area, or 50,753 acres as 
farms, which excludes those farmland assessed parcels that are not in active agricultural 
production. 
 
By December 31, 2007, Gloucester County had preserved 10,181 acres of farmland, with 
an additional 679 acres pending in 2008 and 1,193 acres in 2009, for a total of 12,053 
acres of preserved farmland in Gloucester County by 2009.  According to the 2002 
Census of Agriculture, this leaves 38,700 acres, comprising 68% of the County’s total 
farmland, unprotected in Gloucester County.   
 
Based upon a parcel based analysis of the State’s Minimum Eligibility Criteria for 
productive soils and tillable land, 25,464 acres are potentially eligible for farmland 
preservation in Gloucester County.  The Board of Chosen Freeholders currently, and 
historically, supports a strong and active program of farmland preservation.  Based upon 
the inventory of available land, high landowner interest, and the amount of potential 
farmland eligible for preservation, the following preservation goals are presented for 
Gloucester County: 
 
 One year target: 1,000 acres 
 Five year target: 5,000 acres 
 Ten year target:  10,000 acres. 
 
Public Participation 
 
For the development of this Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan, the Gloucester 
County CADB hosted two public meetings seeking input and direction from local 
residents, farmers, officials, and representatives of agencies and nonprofit organizations 
interested in farmland preservation.   
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Public Hearing #1 – November 20, 2007 
 
The Gloucester County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Gloucester County 
Agriculture Development Board hosted a public meeting entitled “A Vision for Farmland 
Preservation in Gloucester County”.  The meeting took place on November 20, 2007, at 
7:30 p.m., in the Auditorium at the Gloucester County Building of Government Services 
in Clayton.  Present at the meeting were representatives from the County Agriculture 
Development Board, farmland owners, interested residents, and local community leaders.  
Those in attendance were encouraged to ask questions and voice their opinions about the 
Farmland Preservation Plan and the future of agriculture in Gloucester County. 
 
Attendees expressed general support for the farmland preservation program as well an 
understanding of the importance of preserved farmland in the County.   They recognized 
that preserved farmland helps to balance the stress on infrastructure caused by suburban 
development, a growing pressure in Gloucester County.  They noted that property values 
are rising in Gloucester County, particularly in high development areas.  It was discussed 
that in Franklin, Monroe and Elk Townships land values remain low while interest 
remains high.  They mentioned that equity in preserved land is increasing and preserved 
farmland tends to retain a good retail value. 
 
Although interest in farmland preservation remains high, many concerns were raised 
amongst the attendees.  Some farmers expressed concern regarding the length of time it 
entails to proceed through the farmland preservation program, keeping in mind that 
developers often move faster than the preservation process.  
 
Many farmers expressed a lack of faith in the appraisal process.  They commented that 
there is too much of a time lag between the time of appraisal and payments from the 
SADC.  They also noted that there have been issues with appraisers not taking into 
account farms enrolled in the eight-year programs.  Some landowners were displeased 
with the State’s inability to accept appraisals offered by developers.  Some farmland 
owners would like to see the housing restrictions removed from the preservation process. 
 
In addition to preserving the land on which agriculture takes place, efforts to preserve the 
farmer are considered necessary as well.  Impediments to this, as stated by attendees of 
the meeting, include the profitability of farming, infrastructure, water and regulations.  
Farmers noted that there is disparity in the farmland preservation program that does not 
ensure adequate water supplies for preserved farmland.  Regulations dealing with storm 
water, animals and manure are of particular concern in Woolwich.  Most processing 
facilities have moved out of state, thus creating another impediment to farming. Many 
were also displeased with the State’s value in “bidding down” farms to increase their 
ranking.  Farmers expressed disappointment that the state would support a program that 
offers them less for their farms than they are actually worth. 
 
One gentleman that served on the original Gloucester County Agriculture Development 
Board (CADB) commented that preserved farmland was originally envisioned as a band 
of preserved areas stretching across South Harrison, Woolwich, Harrison, Elk, Mantua 
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and Pitman.  He noted that there must be a concentration of preserved land in order to 
continue successful farming businesses in Gloucester County.  Another farmer expressed 
the importance of contiguous protected parcels in order to create wildlife corridors. 
 
Public Hearing #2 – March 13, 2008 
 
The Gloucester CADB hosted the second of two public meetings on the Draft 
Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan on Thursday, March 13, 2008.  The focus of 
the meeting was to present the Draft Plan and Maps, and to receive public comments on 
the Plan.  Questions from the audience focused on the status of the state funding, 
valuation of easements, and impact of zoning on farming.  The County reviewed the 
farmland preservation program and the amount of available county funding for land 
preservation and the trends seen in both open space and farmland preservation.  This 
meeting was held following the announcement by the Governor’s office regarding the 
potential elimination of the Department of Agriculture.  There was strong concern 
expressed by those present regarding the potential reallocation of farmland programming 
to the Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
Project Area Summaries 
 
The Gloucester County CADB has identified eleven project areas within the County’s 
Agricultural Development Area for farmland preservation.  These project areas are shown 
on the Project Areas Map included within this Plan and described below.  These project 
areas were developed by analyzing the County’s soils and tillable land areas, as well as 
productive farmland and existing preserved farmland clusters.  Mapping information 
developed by the Garden State Greenways program was also used in the development of 
the Project Areas.  The development of the Project Areas for Gloucester is also partially 
based upon the existing watersheds in the County.  The Gloucester County Improvement 
Authority’s stormwater management plans are also developed on a watershed basis which 
provides a regional focus to planning and preservation. 
 
The Project Areas in Gloucester County are as follows: 
 
1) Delaware River Project Area includes Logan Township and the western portion of 

Greenwich Township.  The majority of the farm assessed properties lie within the 
southern half of the Project area, south of US-130.  The three preserved properties lie 
in the south-eastern section of Logan Township, totaling 149 acres. 

 
2) Repaupo-Mantua Creek Project Area includes the entirety of East Greenwich, the 

southern section of West Deptford, north of the N.J. Turnpike, and the western half of 
Mantua Township.  This project area has 929 acres of existing preserved farmland, 
with an additional 281 acres of farmland enrolled in the eight-year program, and 234 
acres of pending applications for 2008. 

 
3) Oldmans Creek Project Area encompasses the Township of Woolwich, but excludes 

the Township’s TDR receiving areas.  It includes the three TDR sending areas, which 
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are incorporated within the Woolwich municipal ADA (the Northern, Eastern and 
Southwestern municipal Project Areas).  Nearly all of the 440 acres of preserved 
farmland and 48 acres of farmland enrolled in the eight-year program are located 
within the Woolwich ADA Eastern Project Area, south of the NJ Turnpike. 

 
4) Raccoon Creek Project Area includes all of South Harrison Township, and the 

majority of Harrison Township.  With 3,438 acres of preserved farmland, this project 
area contains the most preserved farmland.  This farmland is part of a belt of 
preserved farmland which runs along the western boundary of Gloucester County 
from the south of Woolwich, through South Harrison and into Elk Township. 

 
5) Still Run Project Area includes Elk Township, with a small portion of Glassboro and 

Clayton Boroughs, and the northern section of Franklin Township.  The Still Run 
Project Area contains 3,030 acres of preserved farmland.  The southern portion of the 
PA contains Franklin Township’s Northern municipal Project Area. 

 
6) Pinelands South Project Area includes southern portions of Franklin and Monroe 

Townships.  It encompasses three of Franklin’s municipal ADA regions – Central, 
Main Road-Piney Hollow, and Forest Grove.  The majority of this Project Area is 
located within the Pinelands.  It has 1,151 acres of preserved farmland and 186 acres 
of farmland enrolled in the eight-year program. 

 
7) Pinelands North Project Area incorporates a concentration of farmland in the central 

part of Monroe Township and a portion of neighboring Franklin Township.  It is 
located within the Pinelands and includes Franklin’s Janvier municipal Project Area. 

 
8) Washington North Project Area in located in the northern section of Washington 

Township, and includes 18 acres of land pending farmland preservation. 
 
9) Chapel Heights runs along Duffield Run in Washington Township and contains 252 

acres of preserved farmland. 
 
10) Pitman Downer can be found immediately north of Glassboro Wildlife Management 

Area in Monroe Township.  It includes 44 acres of farmland enrolled within the eight-
year program. 

 
11) New Brooklyn is located within Monroe Township, just north of the Pinelands, near 

the Atlantic City Expressway. 
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Summary of farmland assessed acreage within each Project Area    

Project Areas 

Project 
Area 

Acreage 

Total Farm 
Assessed 
Properties 

Unpreserved 
Farmland 

Preserved 
Farmland 

2008 
Pending 

2009 
Pending 

8-Year 
Farm 

Program 
Chapel Heights 449  265 13 253    -     -      -  
Delaware River 19,015  6,126 5,976 149 124     -     -  
New Brooklyn 72  54 54    -  30     -     -  
Oldmans Creek 13,321  6,314 5,874 440    -  150 48 
Pinelands North 2,291  1,063 818 246 54     -     -  
Pinelands South 23,184  7,900 6,749 1,156    -  86 186 
Pitman Downer 502  130 130    -     -     -  44 
Raccoon Creek 21,820  12,120 8,682 3,438 123  599 115 
Repaupo-Mantua 
Creek 15,497  8,173 7,244 929 234  246 281 
Still Run 16,746  7,986 4,956 3,124 147  115 25 
Washington North 32  28 28    -  18     -     -  

Total Acreage: 112,929 50,159* 40,524 9,735 731  1,196 698 
*Note: Due to tax data and GIS data discrepancies, 99 acres of the preserved farm parcels are 
not classified on the GIS system as farmland assessed.      

 
Project Area Inventory  
 
For each project area, an analysis was completed to identify the amount and density of 
preserved farmland, soils and size of the area.  The following data was determined: 

 
i. The total acreage of targeted farms (2009 applications); 
ii. The total acreage of farms with municipal, county and/or county final 

approval (2008 applications); 
iii. The total acreage of preserved farmland; 
iv. The total acreage of other deed restricted farmland; 
v. The total acreage of farms enrolled in the eight-year farmland preservation 

program or municipally-approved farmland preservation program; 
vi. The total acreage of preserved open space compatible with agriculture. 

 
For each of the above categories, the land area within each project area is expressed as a 
ratio between the total acreage for each category and the total acreage of the project area.  
Also included is the percentage of each category expressed as a percentage of the total 
project area. 
 
Note: There are no “other deed restricted farmlands” in Gloucester County. All farmland 
has been preserved through the farmland preservation program.  “Open space compatible 
with agriculture” was determined using the NJDEP land use/land cover data for tillable 
land.  The “Density of the Project Area” is presented as the sum of the acreages of items 
(ii) through (vi) (see above), as compared to the total acreage of the project area.  These 
tables are presented beginning on Page 5-6.  
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The inventory analysis for each of the project areas are delineated in the following tables: 
 

Chapel Heights 
 

Acreage  Density Ratio* 
 

Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)            -           -   : 449 0% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)            -           -   : 449 0% 
iii. Preserved Farmland         253     253  : 449 56% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -           -   : 449 0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program            -           -   : 449 0% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture            -           -   : 449 0% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area: 449         

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi): 253 253  :  449 56% 
 Density of the Project Area 

(without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi): 
 

253 
  

253  
 

:  449 56% 
 
 
 

Delaware River 
 

Acreage  Density Ratio*  
 

Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)            -         -   : 19,015 0% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)         124  124  : 19,015 1% 
iii. Preserved Farmland         149   149  : 19,015 1% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -         -   : 19,015 0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program            -         -   : 19,015 0% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture           72     72  : 19,015 0% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    19,015         

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):       346   346  :  19,015 2% 
 Density of the Project Area 

(without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi): 
 

346 
  

346  
 
:  19,015 2% 

 
 
 

New Brooklyn Acreage  Density Ratio* Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)            -             -   :  72  0% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)     30     30  :  72  42% 
iii. Preserved Farmland            -             -   :  72  0% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -             -   :  72  0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program            -             -   :  72  0% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture            -             -   :  72  0% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area:          72          

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):         30         30  :   72  42% 
 Density of the Project Area 

(without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi): 
           
30  

          
30  

 
:   72  42% 
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Project Area inventory analysis: (continued) 
 

Oldmans Creek Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)         150    150  : 13,321 1% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)            -        -  : 13,321 0% 
iii. Preserved Farmland         440    440  : 13,321 3% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -        -  : 13,321 0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program           48      48  : 13,321 0% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture           62      62  : 13,321 0% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    13,321         

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):         700    700   :  13,321 5% 
 Density of the Project Area 

(without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi): 
 

550 
  

550   :  
 
13,321 4% 

 
 
 

Pinelands North Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)            -        -  :  2,291 0% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)           54     54  :  2,291 2% 
iii. Preserved Farmland         246   246  :  2,291 11% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -        -  :  2,291 0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program            -        -  :  2,291 0% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture          0.1    0.1  :  2,291 0.01% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area:      2,291         

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):         300   300  :   2,291 13% 
 Density of the Project Area 

(without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi): 
 

300 
  

300  
 
:   2,291 13% 

 
 
 

Pinelands South Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)           86      86  : 23,184 0% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)            -         -  : 23,184 0% 
iii. Preserved Farmland      1,156 1,156  : 23,184 5% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -         -  : 23,184 0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program         186    186  : 23,184 1% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture             2        2  : 23,184 0.01% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    23,184         

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):      1,429 1,429  :  23,184 6% 
 Density of the Project Area 

(without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi): 
 

1,343 
  

1,343  
 
:  

 
23,184 6% 
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Project Area inventory analysis: (continued) 
 

Pitman Downer Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)            -         -  :  502  0% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)            -         -  :  502  0% 
iii. Preserved Farmland            -         -  :  502  0% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -         -  :  502  0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program           44     44  :  502  9% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture            -         -  :  502  0% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area:         502         

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):           44     44  :   502  9% 
 Density of the Project Area 

(without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi): 
 

44 
  

44  
 
:   502  9% 

 
 
 

Raccoon Creek Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)         599     599  : 21,820 3% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)         123     123  : 21,820 1% 
iii. Preserved Farmland      3,438  3,438  : 21,820 16% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -         -  : 21,820 0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program         115     115  : 21,820 1% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture           67       67  : 21,820 0.31% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    21,820         

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):      4,343  4,343  :  21,820 20% 
 Density of the Project Area

 (without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi): 
 

3,743 
  

3,743  
 
:  

 
21,820 17% 

 
 
 

Repaupo-Mantua Creek Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)         246    246  : 15,497 2% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)         234    234  : 15,497 2% 
iii. Preserved Farmland         929    929  : 15,497 6% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -        -  : 15,497 0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program         281    281  : 15,497 2% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture         205    205  : 15,497 1% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    15,497         

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):      1,894 1,894  :  15,497 12% 
 Density of the Project Area 

(without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi): 
 

1,649 
 

1,649  :  15,497 11% 
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Project Area inventory analysis: (continued) 
 

Still Run Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)         115    115  : 16,746 1% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)         147    147  : 16,746 1% 
iii. Preserved Farmland      3,124 3,124  : 16,746 19% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -         -   : 16,746 0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program           25      25  : 16,746 0% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture           79      79  : 16,746 0% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    16,746         

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):      3,490 3,490  :  16,746 21% 
 Density of the Project Area

 (without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi):       3,75  
 
3,375  

 
:  

 
16,746 20% 

 
 
 

Washington North Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications)            -                -   : 32 0% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications)           18            18  : 32 56% 
iii. Preserved Farmland            -                -   : 32 0% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -                -   : 32 0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program            -                -   : 32 0% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture            -                -   : 32 0% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area:           32         

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):           18            18  :  32 56% 
 Density of the Project Area 

(without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi): 
           
18             18  

 
:  

 
32 56% 

 
 
For all project areas, the summary total is as follows: 

      
ADA (ALL PROJECT AREAS SUMMARY)  Acreage   Density Ratio*  Percentage  

i. Targeted Farms (2009 Applications) 1,196      1,196  : 112,929 1% 
ii. Farms with Final Approval (2008 Applications) 731         731  : 112,929 1% 
iii. Preserved Farmland 9,735      9,735  : 112,929 9% 
iv. Other Deed Restricted Farmland             -            -    : 112,929 0% 
v. Farms Enrolled in 8 Year Program 698         698  : 112,929 1% 
vi. Preserved Open Space Compatible with Agriculture 487         487  : 112,929 0% 

 Aggregate Size of Project Area: 112,929        

 Total Project Area Inventory: Items (i) through (vi):      12,847      12,847 :  112,929 11% 
 Density of the Project Area 

(without targeted farms): Items (ii) through (vi):      11,651      11,651 
 

:  112,929 10% 
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Minimum Eligibility Criteria 
 
Minimum Eligibility Criteria are based upon the SADC’s recently adopted (May 21, 
2007) rules for farmland preservation and project eligibility. In order to be eligible for 
preservation the site must be developable, have soils capable of supporting agricultural or 
horticultural production and meet minimum tillable land standards. (N.J.A.C. 2:76-6.20) 
In summary: 
 
For all lands less than or equal to 10 acres: 
 

• The land must produce at least $2,500 worth of agricultural or horticultural 
products annually; and 

• At least 75% or a minimum of 5 acres of the land (whichever is less) must be 
tillable; and 

• At least 75% or a minimum of 5 acres of the land (whichever is less) must be 
capable of supporting agriculture or horticulture; and 

• The land in question must exhibit development potential as defined by the 
SADC (based upon zoning, ability to be subdivided, less than 80% wetlands, 
less than 80% slopes of 15%); or 

• The land must be eligible for allocation of development credits pursuant to a 
Transfer of Development Credits (TDR) program. 

  
For lands greater than 10 acres: 
 

• At least 50% or a minimum of 25 acres of land (whichever is less) must be 
tillable; and 

• At least 50% or a minimum of 25 acres of land (whichever is less) must have 
soils capable of supporting agriculture or horticulture; and 

• The land in question must exhibit development potential as defined by the 
SADC; or 

• The land must be eligible for allocation of development credits pursuant to a 
TDR program. 

 
The minimum eligibility analysis involved a parcel-based screening of tax lot 
characteristics.  Farmland preservation applications often include multiple lots; 
combining these lots may increases the acreage eligible for SADC cost share funding in 
Gloucester County.  These Minimum Eligibility Standards must be met in order for the 
State to provide matching funds on a farmland preservation project.  The County may 
proceed without State funding on projects that do not meet these Minimum Eligibility 
Standards. 
 
For any application to qualify for state cost share the farm must: have at least one 
parcel listed on the targeted farm list; be comprised of an assemblage of substandard 
parcels which together meet SADC minimum standards; or have sufficient justification 
by the CADB that the parcels were not identified as targeted due to a specific mapping 
issue or other error. 
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Within the identified project areas, Gloucester County has identified candidate farms (or 
“targeted farms” as referenced in the May 21, 2007 rules) that meet the tillable land and 
soils minimum eligibility standards.  The following queries were made utilizing the 
ArcGIS 9.2 digital mapping software: 
 
Farmland that meets the SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils 
Soil acreage was determined using the Soil Survey as prepared by the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service for prime farmland soils, soils of statewide importance and soils of 
unique importance.  Farm parcels are sorted on size based upon the State Agriculture 
Development Committee (SADC) Minimum Eligibility Criteria for soils. 
 
Farm Size  Requirements 
0-6.667 acres  75% soils capable of supporting agricultural production 
6.667-10 acres  5 acres of soils capable of supporting agricultural production 
10-50 acres  50% soils capable of supporting agricultural production 
50+ acres  25 acres of soils capable of supporting agricultural production 
 
Farmland that meets the SADC Criteria for Tillable Land 
Tillable acreage was determined using the N.J. Department of Environmental Protection 
2002 Land Use/Land Cover mapping for agricultural lands. Farm parcels were sorted on 
size based upon the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) Minimum 
Eligibility Criteria for tillable land. 
 
Farm Size  Requirements 
0-6.667 acres   75% tillable 
6.667-10 acres  5 acres tillable 
10-50 acres  50% tillable 
50+ acres  25 tillable acres 
 
Farmland that meets SADC Criteria for both Tillable Land and Soils 
Utilizing the tillable acreage determined from the N.J. Department of Environmental 
Protection 2002 Land Use/Land Cover mapping for agricultural lands and soil acreage 
determined using the Soil Survey as prepared by the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service for prime farmland soils, soils of statewide importance and soils of unique 
importance, farm parcels were sorted on size based upon the State Agriculture 
Development Committee (SADC) Minimum Eligibility Criteria for tillable land and soils. 
 
The Minimum Eligibility Criteria analysis for each project area are presented in the 
Tables (beginning on page 5-12) and on the GIS Maps (included within the Maps Section 
of this Plan).  As stated earlier, for each category, the land area within each project area is 
expressed as a ratio between the total acreage for each category and the total acreage of 
the project area. Also included is the percentage of each category expressed as a 
percentage of the total project area. 
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Minimum Eligibility Criteria analysis for each project area: 
 

Chapel Heights Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:         449         

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils          224      224  :  449  50% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance            41        41  :  449  9% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils             -           -    :  449  0% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils             -           -    :  449  0% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land             -           -    :  449  0% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land             -           -    :  449  0% 

 
 

Delaware River Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    19,015         

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils       2,095 2,095  :  19,015  11% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance       3,923 3,923  :  19,015  21% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils       3,525 3,525  :  19,015  19% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils       4,980 4,980  :  19,015  26% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land       3,909 3,909  :  19,015  21% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land       3,593 3,593  :  19,015  19% 

 
 

New Brooklyn Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:           72         

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils            35          35  :  72  49% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance              7            7  :  72  10% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils            29         29  :  72  41% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils            54         54  :  72  76% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land            24          24  :  72  34% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land            24          24  :  72  34% 

 
 

Oldmans Creek Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    13,321         

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils       6,959 6,959  :  13,321  52% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance       2,778 2,778  :  13,321  21% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils          397    397  :  13,321  3% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils       5,380 5,380  :  13,321  40% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land       4,689 4,689  :  13,321  35% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land       4,645 4,645  :  13,321  35% 
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Minimum Eligibility Criteria analysis for each project area: (continued) 
 

Pinelands North Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:      2,291         

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils       1,774 1,774  :  2,291  77% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance          256    256  :  2,291  11% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils          254    254  :  2,291  11% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils          818    818  :  2,291  36% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land          537    537  :  2,291  23% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land          537    537  :  2,291  23% 

 
 

Pinelands South Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    23,184         

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils     10,026 10,026  :  23,184 43% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance       5,583   5,583  :  23,184 24% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils       5,592   5,592  :  23,184 24% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils       6,281   6,281  :  23,184 27% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land       1,702   1,702  :  23,184 7% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land       1,614   1,614  :  23,184 7% 

 
 

Pitman Downer Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:         502         

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils          446     446  :   502  89% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance            28       28  :   502  6% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils            27       27  :   502  5% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils          130     130  :   502  26% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land          121     121  :   502  24% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land          121     121  :   502  24% 

 
 

Raccoon Creek Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    21,820         

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils     10,626 10,626  :  21,820 49% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance       6,378   6,378  :  21,820 29% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils            74        74  :  21,820 0% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils       7,961   7,961  :  21,820 36% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land       6,518   6,518  :  21,820 30% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land       6,457   6,457  :  21,820 30% 
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Minimum Eligibility Criteria analysis for each project area: (continued) 
 

Repaupo-Mantua Creek Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:    15,497         

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils       6,928 6,928   :  15,497 45% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance       4,147 4,147   :  15,497 27% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils         625     625   :  15,497 4% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils       6,449 6,449   :  15,497 42% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land       4,932 4,932   :  15,497 32% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land       4,835 4,835   :  15,497 31% 

 
 

Still Run Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:      16,746          

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils        7,060  7,060  :  16,746 42% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance        5,425  5,425  :  16,746 32% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils        2,250  2,250  :  16,746 13% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils        4,680  4,680  :  16,746 28% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land        3,673  3,673  :  16,746 22% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land        3,614  3,614  :  16,746 22% 

 
 

Washington North Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:            32          

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils             19       19  :   32  58% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance               7         7  :   32  22% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils             -            -   :   32  0% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils             22       22  :   32  68% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land             22       22  :   32  68% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land             22       22  :   32  68% 
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For all project areas, the summary total is as follows: 
 

ADA (ALL PROJECT AREAS SUMMARY) Acreage  Density Ratio*  Percentage 
 Aggregate Size of Project Area:  112,929         

 Soil Acreage using data from NRCS Soil Survey            
 i. Total Acreage of Prime Farmland Soils     46,191 46,191  :  112,929 41% 
 ii. Total Acreage of Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance     28,574 28,574  :  112,929 25% 
 iii. Total Acreage of Unique Farmland Soils     12,773 12,773  :  112,929 11% 
 Qfarm Parcel Analysis for Soils and Tillable Land          
 i. Qfarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Agricultural Soils     36,754 36,754  :  112,929 33% 
 ii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Tillable Land     26,127 26,127  :  112,929 23% 
 iii. QFarm Parcels meeting SADC Criteria for Soils and Tillable Land     25,464 25,464  :  112,929 23% 

 
There are a total of 25,464 acres of farm assessed land (QFarm Parcels) that meets both 
the Minimum Eligibility Criteria for soils and tillable land.  A complete list of these 
farms is included within the Appendix of this Plan. 
 
There are 58,987 acres of farm assessed land in Gloucester County.  The 2002 Census of 
Agriculture identifies 50,753 acres of land in farms, of which 25,464 acres meet both the 
soils and tillable land Minimum Eligibility Criteria for farmland preservation.  Thus, 50% 
of the existing farmland in Gloucester County, as identified by the 2002 Census of 
Agriculture, meets both the soils and tillable land Minimum Eligibility Criteria as defined 
by the SADC. 
 
In addition to the State’s new Minimum Eligibility Criteria, the SADC has also identified 
an “Eligible Farm” standard as defined in section 17.2 of the newly adopted rules.  In this 
case, grant funding will be based upon an individual farm having a rank score that is 
“equal to or greater than 70% of the county’s average quality score of all farms granted 
preliminary approval by the SADC through the county easement purchase program 
and/or the county planning incentive grant program within the previous three fiscal 
years.”  The SADC has released this rank score for Fiscal Year 2009 for Gloucester 
County, the minimum score for an Eligible Farm is 37. A detailed score listing is 
included within the Appendix. 
 
County Ranking Criteria 
 
The Gloucester CADB will continue to calculate the rank of each farm based upon the 
State’s ranking criteria.  The Gloucester CADB supplements this ranking with an on-site 
visit for each applicant.  Determination whether an application will be submitted to the 
County PIG program, to other SADC programs or through independent preservation 
strategies without state cost share, is made on an application by application basis as to 
which program is most suited for that project.  A copy of SADC Policy P14-E (on the 
prioritization of Project Areas and individual applications) and the State ranking criteria 
is included within the Appendix. 
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County Policies Related to Farmland Preservation 
Applications 
 
The Gloucester CADB follows the SADC’s policies regarding housing opportunities, 
division of premises and exception areas.  Below is a brief summary of the state policies 
for each of these issues: 
 
Approval of Housing Opportunities 
 
Agricultural labor housing: Agricultural labor housing is not currently a protected land 
use in the State of New Jersey under the Right to Farm Act.  However, the State 
Agriculture Development Committee understands the need for this type of housing and 
does have a policy that a landowner may refer to in order to construct labor housing.  
These applications are reviewed by the CADB and State Agriculture Development 
Committee. 
 
House replacement: The policy of the State Agriculture Development Committee on 
house replacement is that requests for replacement of a residence on permanently 
preserved land must be reviewed and approved on an individual basis by the CADB and 
the SADC, in order to minimize the impact on the agricultural operation. 
 
Residual dwelling site opportunity allocation: Residual Dwelling Site Opportunities 
(RDSOs) are lingering potential housing prospects located within a deed-restricted farm.  
By designating an area as an RDSO, the landowner is implying that the land will be used 
for a residential unit or other structure as referred to in N.J.A.C. 2:76-6.17.  These 
prospective residential units can be allocated to parcels that are at least 100 acres in size, 
but at a density not to exceed one residential unit per 100 acres. (This density calculation 
includes existing and proposed residential buildings.)  As noted in the SADC Appraiser 
Handbook, the purpose of the building must be for “single-family residential housing and 
its appurtenant uses.” (SADC Appraiser Handbook 2007)1  To qualify as an RDSO, the 
SADC requires that the use of the residential unit be for agricultural purposes and “at 
least one person residing in the residential unit shall be regularly engaged in common 
farm site practices.”  
 
Division of the Premises 
 
The goal of the State Agriculture Development Committee is to preserve large tracts of 
farmland and, therefore, a division of the premises is not an encouraged practice, 
however when division occurs it must be for agricultural purposes and must result in 
agriculturally viable land parcels.  A landowner wishing to divide permanently preserved 
farmland must submit a written request.  The application must be approved, in writing, by 
both the State Agriculture Development Committee and the CADB. 
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Approval of Exception 
 
Exceptions are defined by the SADC as “acres within a farm being preserved” which are 
“not subject to the terms of the deed of easement.”  When an exception is made, the 
landowner does not receive any compensation in the excepted area.  Exceptions are not a 
practice that is encouraged by the SADC and, when they occur, it is recommended that 
they should be as small as possible.  There are two types of exceptions that can occur; 
severable and non-severable. 
 
Severable: A severable exception is defined by the SADC as an “area which is part of an 
existing Block and Lot owned by the applicant which will be excluded from the 
restrictions of the Deed of Easement and may be sold as a separate lot in the future.”  
(SADC Appraiser Handbook 2007)  A severable exception is made “if a landowner wants 
to be able to sell the excepted area separate from the deed-restricted farm.”   
 
Non-severable: Non-severable exceptions are defined by the SADC as “area which is part 
of an existing Block and Lot owned by the application that will not be subject to the 
restrictions of the Deed of Easement but cannot be sold separately from the remaining 
premises.”  (SADC Appraiser Handbook 2007) Unlike a severable exception, a non-
severable exception is “always attached to the protected farm.”   
 
Exceptions made to farmland have the potential to impact the value of the property. 
When an appraisal occurs, both severable and non-severable exceptions are considered in 
the determination of the restricted/ after value of the property.  The Gloucester CADB 
and staff at the Department of Land Preservation speak with every landowner applying to 
the farmland preservation program to encourage the inclusion of exception areas in a 
farmland application.  The consequences for the landowner if there are no exception areas 
are reviewed in depth.  If the landowner agrees to the establishment of an exception area, 
the staff and CADB advise the applicant as to the location and type of exception area 
taken. 
 
Funding Plan 
 
Description of County Funding Sources 
 
The Gloucester County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Fund was first 
established in 1993 as a one-cent tax levy, passed by a 69% majority.  In 2000 an 
additional one-cent levy was approved by a 67% majority, bringing the total tax to two 
cents.  The most recent levy, authorizing an additional two cents was approved in 2004 
by a 61% majority.  At present there is no set formula for fund distribution between 
farmland and open space.  However farmland preservation does consume the majority of 
these funds, as there are generally more farmland preservation projects than open space 
preservation projects in Gloucester County.  All administrative costs are deducted 
directly from the fund. 
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Additionally, three bonds have been passed by the Gloucester County Board of 
Freeholders authorizing the issuance of $27 million dollars for farmland and open space 
preservation activities; $1 million in 1994, $10 million in 2002 and $16 million in 2005.  
In 2008, the Board of Freeholders has proposed to authorize the issuance of another $16 
million dollars for farmland and open space preservation.  
 
To date Gloucester County has expended $28,679,964 on 131 projects preserving 10,181 
acres.  This year, the County has available $10,496,494 in funding of which, $2,069,251 
is encumbered and set aside for bond repayment, thus leaving $8,427,243 for farmland 
and open space preservation. 
 
Financial Policies Related to Cost-share Requirements 
 
Municipal 
County Preservation Programs: Municipal contributions are not required in the County 
Easement Purchase or County PIG programs. 
 
Municipal Planning Incentive Grant Programs: Farms to be preserved through a 
municipal PIG need to be approved by the CADB only when there is a county cost share.  
Traditionally, the SADC will fund 60% of the development easement purchase through 
the municipal PIG program, and the CADB and municipality split the remaining cost 
share equally, based upon the Certified Market Value,.  If necessary the CADB will fund 
up to 25% of the development easement purchase price. 
 
Donation and Bargain Sales/Installment Purchases 
The Gloucester CADB is supportive of donation/bargain sales and has not preserved 
farms using an installment purchase. Both of these tools serve to leverage limited funding 
resources and are described below: 
 
Donation and Bargain Sale: This mechanism for preserving a farm involves a donation 
by the landowner.  If the landowner donates a portion of the value of the development 
rights when an easement is sold, this is called a bargain sale.  A bargain sale can result in 
substantial tax savings for the landowner and can stretch County farmland preservation 
funds.  The landowner donation is a reduction in the amount of gain that is subject to the 
capital gains tax, and the landowner can take a tax deduction for the amount donated 
against his or her federal and state income taxes. 
 
Installment Purchase: Through an installment purchase agreement, development rights 
may be acquired by the Gloucester CADB through a payment plan that provides 
payments to the landowner over time.  Receiving the income from the sale in installments 
may provide the landowner with financial management and/or tax advantages.  Currently 
the Gloucester CADB has not used installment purchase agreements. 
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Cost Projections and Funding Plan Associated with Preservation Goals 
 
The Gloucester County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Trust generate 
approximately $10.4 million annually. Of this, $8.4 million is available for farmland 
preservation this year.   
 
Since 2001, the average cost per acre has increase from $3,900 an acre to $4,488 in 2004 
(13% increase) to $13,288 an acre in 2007 (66% increase over the three years) (see 
Program History Table in Chapter 4).  Over the course of the program (since Gloucester 
County preserved its first farm in 1989), the average price of purchasing a development 
easement in Gloucester County is $5,599 per acre. 
 
Gloucester County is strongly committed to farmland preservation.  In recent years the 
Board of Chosen Freeholders has allocated funding to purchase the development 
easements on farms that have not been ranked high enough by the state to qualify for 
state cost-share funding.  Forty-percent of the total County expenditures have been spent 
on “county buys”, where the County is the sole purchaser of development rights.  The 
County does anticipate this may continue into the future, although it remains fully 
supportive of leveraging its funding with the state on farmland projects.  Typically, when 
the state is a partner, the County contributes between 25% and 40% of the cost of an 
easement with the State paying the remaining share.   
 
For the 10-year financial analysis, six assumptions were made regarding the growth of 
the County’s Open Space Tax Levy, the rate of increase in land value and the cost-share 
between Gloucester CADB and the SADC.  These are described below: 
 
1) Assume 5% funding growth for Gloucester County Open Space tax levy 
2) Assume 6% annual increase in the average cost per acre of purchasing an easement 
3) Assume County funding is reduced 15% for administrative costs and due diligence 
4) Assume County funding is reduced 35% for prior obligations (bond repayment) 
5) Assume County funding is used to pay 100% of the cost of purchasing 175 acres of 

farmland each year 
6) Assume the County cost share is around 30%, but for this analysis a variety of cost 

shares are calculated, using 30% as the minimum participation. 
 
The Open Space Tax levy is anticipated to grow at a rate of 5% each year.  It is also 
estimated that on average, land values will increase by 6% per year.  In special cases 
where a farm is of special interest, the CADB may purchase land without state funding, 
as it has done so many times in the past.  The County anticipates purchasing up to 175 
acres per year, without state-cost share funding, if the state funding through the County 
PIG program does not adequately meet the demand for farmland preservation in 
Gloucester County.  The following analysis was completed to calculate the acreage and 
cost projections for the farmland preservation program in Gloucester County. 
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Funding Available to Gloucester County for Farmland Preservation  

Funding Available 

Year 

(5% annual 
increase in tax 
levy) 

(less 15% 
administration 
costs) 

(less administration 
costs and 35% for 
bond repayment) 

(less administrative 
costs, bond repayment, 
and 175 acre purchase) 

Average per acre 
cost 

(6% annual 
increase) 

2008 $10,493,494 $8,919,470 $5,246,747 $2,921,347 $13,288 
2009 $11,018,168 $9,365,443 $5,509,084 $3,067,414 $14,085 
2010 $11,569,077 $9,833,715 $5,784,538 $3,220,785 $14,922 
2011 $12,147,530 $10,325,401 $6,073,765 $3,381,824 $15,801 
2012 $12,754,907 $10,841,671 $6,377,453 $3,550,915 $16,724 
2013 $13,392,652 $11,383,754 $6,696,326 $3,728,461 $17,693 
2014 $14,062,285 $11,952,942 $7,031,142 $3,914,884 $18,711 
2015 $14,765,399 $12,550,589 $7,382,700 $4,110,628 $19,779 
2016 $15,503,669 $13,178,119 $7,751,835 $4,316,160 $20,901 
2017 $16,278,853 $13,837,025 $8,139,426 $4,531,968 $22,079 

 
Using the above funding formula, and the average cost per acre in Gloucester County, an 
analysis was completed to calculate the amount of land that could be purchased in 
Gloucester County.  At a 30% cost share with the state, the County could preserve 
slightly more than 1,000 acres per year.  Due to uncertainty in the availability of state 
funding, the analysis was run at 10% intervals.  With no funding from the state, the 
ability of the County to purchase and preserve farmland would be extremely limited.  
This table also includes municipal PIG projects, since the County cost shares in these as 
well. 
 

 

Amount of Land that can be purchased by Gloucester County, 
Acres Preserved (including 175 acres of Direct County Easements) with a County Cost Share of  

Year 
Average per 

acre cost 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 
2008 $13,288 1,033 850 740 666 614 575 544 520 
2009 $14,085 1,026 844 736 663 611 572 542 518 
2010 $14,922 1,019 840 732 660 608 570 540 516 
2011 $15,801 1,013 835 728 657 606 568 538 514 
2012 $16,724 1,008 831 725 654 603 565 536 512 
2013 $17,693 1,002 827 721 651 601 563 534 511 
2014 $18,711 997 823 718 649 599 562 532 509 
2015 $19,779 993 820 716 646 597 560 531 508 
2016 $20,901 988 816 713 644 595 558 529 507 
2017 $22,079 984 813 711 642 593 557 528 505 

  Total acres 10,064 8,298 7,239 6,532 6,028 5,649 5,355 5,119 
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Farmland Preservation Program Administrative Resources 
 
Staff Resources 
 
Gloucester County has an Office of Land Preservation that is directed by Ken Atkinson 
and supported by staff members.  Vicki Snyder is the Open Space Preservation 
Coordinator, Eric Agren is the Field Representative, Mary Anne Simmons is the 
Administrative Assistant and Robert Smith is the Solicitor.  The Land Preservation Office 
acts as staff to the County Agriculture Development Board (CADB), who has regulatory 
oversight for the County Farmland Preservation Program and also hears County Right-to-
Farms cases. 
 
Legal Support 
 
Legal support for the County’s farmland preservation program is provided by Robert 
Smith, Gloucester County Office of Land Preservation Solicitor. 
 
Database Development and Geographical Information System Resources 
 
The Gloucester County Office of Land Preservation tracks all farmland preservation 
projects, including their applications and status.  The Office of Information Technology 
houses the Geographic Information System mapping and staff for the County. 
 
Factors Limiting Farmland Preservation Implementation 
 
Funding 
 
Funding is a critical limiting factor for Gloucester County’s farmland preservation 
program.  The high rate of farmland preservation in Gloucester County can be attributed 
to the strong support of the Board of Chosen Freeholders and local residents.  Ballot 
measures have passed consistently and with a clear mandate from the voters to allow 
officials to purchase and preserve land for conservation.  As the land values rise, the 
ability of Gloucester to leverage their resources to purchase land will become 
increasingly limited.  Gloucester CADB supports the municipal PIG program and would 
like to see it grow.  Funding from the state is critical to the integrity of the municipal and 
the County PIG.  Due to the current uncertainty in state funding for farmland 
preservation, Gloucester County’s program faces financial challenges as it now moves 
forward purchasing and preserving land during the next ten years. 
 
Projected Land Values 
 
Landowner interest remains high as applications continue to be submitted to the CADB 
for their review.  Gloucester County prides itself on educating landowners and local 
residents about the farmland preservation program, thus ensuring its popularity, support 
and success.  However, as the County grows and develops, the value of the land 
continues to rise.  There is variability in the cost of an easement in the County, but the 
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overall trend is for double-digit increases, annually, for agricultural easements.  
Gloucester CADB supports innovative acquisition methods, including the use of 
installment purchases and bargain sales, if agreed to by the landowner.  Conservation 
projects in partnership with local nonprofit organizations and municipalities will also 
help to meet this growing challenge. 
 
Water: Quality and Quantity 
 
Gloucester County finds itself in the unique position of being located above one of the 
most productive groundwater aquifers that at the same time, due to its land base, is 
susceptible to groundwater runoff and pollution.  As the County develops, there are 
competing demands for water and water allocation permits and usage is a growing crisis 
for water usage between residential/commercial areas and farmers for irrigation and crop 
management.  The Gloucester County CADB and Board of Agriculture are continuing to 
work with the NJDEP to meet the needs of their agricultural community and the 
participation of the SADC is crucial to this process to ensure preserved farmland receive 
adequate water allocation. 
 
Competition for Land 
 
Gloucester County is located ten miles from metropolitan Philadelphia and an easy ride 
to both the shore and Atlantic City.  It is accessible to major transportation corridors and 
is a destination for families working and commuting to the employment centers both 
inside and outside of the County.  As communities grow, competition for the available 
land base is keen, and farmers are faced with peaking land values that may pressure them 
to sell or subdivide their land to help support their agricultural operations.  Development 
pressure may be the single largest threat to the agricultural economy and integrity of 
Gloucester County.  The farmland preservation program and proactive planning efforts 
are the crucial link in ensuring the permanence and success of farming in Gloucester 
County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 State Agriculture Development Committee, New Jersey Farmland Preservation Program Appraiser 
Handbook. May 24, 2007. http://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/sadc/appraiserhandbook.pdf 
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CHAPTER 6: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
Gloucester County is a leader in the State of New Jersey in agricultural production. 
Vegetables, nursery/greenhouse and fruits form the economic base of the farming 
industry in the County. Building upon this are the ancillary businesses and infrastructure 
that support the County’s farmers. Throughout the state, the marketing and profitability 
of the agricultural industry has gained renewed focus. The farmland preservation program 
is a critical component of the farming industry and the success of the farmland 
preservation program in Gloucester County is measured not just by acres preserved, but 
also by the programs put in place to support the farmers and their businesses. The 
County’s agricultural community and its supporting groups and agencies understand that 
a farmland preservation program constitutes much more than the act of preserving land. 
In order to be a full partner in a successful farmland preservation program, agriculture as 
an industry must be vibrant, self sustaining and innovative. 
 
The Gloucester County Agriculture Development Board (CADB) and its Office of Land 
Preservation (OLP) are directly and administratively involved with the preservation and 
enhancement of farming in the County. This involvement is focused not solely on 
acquisition but also on monitoring farms, assisting with Right to Farm disputes, working 
with municipalities to create farm friendly atmospheres where possible, and coordinating 
with state-level and other organizations to maximize the agricultural potential of the 
County, including an awareness of the need to support agriculture from an economic 
development perspective. To that end, the CADB and OLP have studied the latest 
requirements of the New Jersey Department of Agriculture relative to economic 
development. This chapter assesses how their current policies and mandates coordinate 
with those guidelines and with other state and County level planning tools and 
organizations. The chapter also considers what can be done going forward to strengthen 
the business of agriculture in the County.1 
 
Consistency with N.J. Department of Agriculture Economic 
Development Strategies 
At the state level, New Jersey offers Gloucester County farmers a number of support 
services and programs ranging from technical advice to farm loans. One of these is the 
New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) Smart Growth Toolkit, which provides 
information to support municipal governments, businesses, nonprofit groups, and local 
citizens in their efforts to achieve the goals and objectives outlined in the NJDA 
Agricultural Smart Growth Plan for New Jersey, 2006. The Tool Kit embraces the five 
components that have been identified by the NJDA as critical for the future of farming: 
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Farmland Preservation, Innovative Conservation Planning, Economic Development, 
Agriculture Industry Sustainability, and Natural Resource Conservation. (Agricultural 
Smart Growth Tool Kit)2 
 
As part of this emphasis on the business of agriculture, the NJDA issued its 2007 
Economic Development Strategies, which identify and propose methods to expand and 
enhance various subsets of the agriculture industry in New Jersey, including produce, 
horticulture, dairy, livestock and poultry, field crops, organic, equine, wine, and 
agritourism. The NJDA observes that “local access to large affluent markets has long 
been an advantage for the marketing of [those] products. While our markets are still 
there, competition for those markets has become tougher. New Jersey’s [produce] 
industry must continually work to rediscover its competitive advantages, improving 
access to nearby markets and strengthening consumer loyalty.” (NJDA 2007 Economic 
Development Strategies)3   
 
As stated in Chapter 2, 40 of the County’s 692 farms had sales of more than $500,000, 
accounting for more than 70% of total agricultural sales in 2002, with another 66 farms 
reporting $100,000 to $500,000 in sales, representing another 23.2% of total sales. This 
leaves close to 85% of farms accounting for just 6.3% of sales. 
 
From a profitability standpoint, approximately 25% of County farms realized net gains, 
lower than the statewide percentage of 38%, but the $93,616 average dollar amount per 
farm was significantly higher than the statewide average of $61,687. For County farms 
reporting net losses, the $12,311 average lost per farm was lower than the statewide 
average net loss of $13,906. Overall, the County’s average net income per farm of 
$14,975 tracks just slightly below the State average of $15,074.4 (2002 Census of 
Agriculture) 
 

• It is clear that some farm operators in the County have found paths to 
profitability. However, with three quarters of the farms reporting net losses, it is 
important that the County’s focus remains on ways to help farmers increase their 
profitability and coordinate with federal, state and County agencies, as well as 
other organizations, both in the public and private sector to find solutions.  

 
A look at market sectors in Gloucester County shows that both crop and livestock sales 
declined slightly between 1997 and 2002. From 1987 to 1997, crop sales increased by 
almost $20 million while livestock sales stayed relatively constant (see Gloucester 
County Agricultural Sales chart in Chapter 2). Within the crop sector, in 2002, vegetables 
were the single largest sub sector, with 43% of market share. Nursery/greenhouse 
followed with 35%, fruits accounted for 18%, and grains for 3%. Hay, Christmas trees 
and other crops represented just 1%.  
 
Using recommendations outlined in the 2007 Economic Development Strategies report, 
Gloucester County can investigate ways to expand and/or diversify into more profitable 
sectors and continue to direct County programs to ensure sustainable agriculture practices 
and profitability. 
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The following is a brief discussion of each of the sectors of Gloucester County’s 
agriculture industry as they relate to the 2007 Economics Development Strategies report. 
For each of the sectors, the 2007 report encourages Gloucester County farmers to 
continually seek new local, state and interstate markets to strengthen market share. 

Produce 

Major efforts by the NJDA are directed at increasing the demand for New Jersey grown 
produce through branding, agritourism, farm direct sales programs, and farm markets. 
The NJDA 2007 Economic Development Strategies include all of these activities. 
(Economic Development Strategies) NJDA is committed to promoting agritourism 
through the New Jersey Office of Travel and Tourism, the Jersey Fresh website, the 
distribution of printed materials, and other forms of advertisement and promotion. 
Gloucester County farms with appropriate activities, as well as roadside stands and pick-
your-own farms, benefit from this promotion. 
 
NJDA’s Jersey Fresh and Jersey Grown labels program is being updated and promoted 
throughout the state. The Department is continuing to grow the Jersey Fresh Hospitality 
Industry Program. The program works closely with the industry to market Jersey Fresh 
produce to the hotel, restaurant, educational, and institutional food service industries. In 
addition, the NJDA will continue to strengthen the appeal of the Jersey Fresh brand to 
supermarket chains and other retailers, increase the use of the Jersey Fresh brand name 
and discourage the use of the “Locally Grown” product claim. The Department also will 
continue to promote New Jersey grown organic products as distinct from, and of higher 
value than, competing products by establishing the Jersey Organic brand. (Economic 
Development Strategies) 
 
Vegetable and fruit crops are a leading agricultural commodity in New Jersey, 
representing 15% of all farms in New Jersey, according to the 2002 Census of 
Agriculture. In 2002, vegetable growers produced $167.9 million of vegetables on 1,442 
farms covering 63,183 acres, with fruit, nut tree and berry farms producing $87.1 million 
on 966 acres. Gloucester County ranked third statewide in both these categories, which, 
combined, represented 61% of total agricultural sales in the County in 2002, versus 34% 
statewide. In the vegetables sub sector, 121 farms generated $26.7 million in sales, while 
24 fruit, tree nut, and berry farms generated $10.9 million. Gloucester County is one of 
the leading producers in the state for peaches (#1), apples, asparagus and peppers. 
Produce is clearly a major sector in the County and one whose viability should continue 
to be supported. Some of these crops do not require as much land as field and forage 
crops such as soybeans and hay, making them a positive match with the trend toward 
smaller farms. The County can continue to strengthen and expand the produce sector of 
the agricultural economy as opportunities arise. 
 
NJDA Jersey Fresh website listings (NJDA)5 show one community market, thirty-one 
roadside markets and ten pick-your-owns (some farms are listed in more than one 
category), all outlets for County fruits and vegetables. The NJDA’s print brochure 
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“Where to Find New Jersey Apples” lists six Gloucester County operations, and the New 
Jersey Farmers Direct Marketing Association (NJDMA) features twelve. (NJDMA)6 
Gloucester County and the Rutgers Cooperative Extension (RCE) produce a glossy four-
color brochure, “Guide to Gloucester County Farm Products,” which lists many of these 
farm markets. The Tourism page under Economic Development  on the Gloucester 
County website includes a link to the Guide and individual links to three farms with on-
farm activities: Duffield’s Farm, Creamy Acres and Mood’s Farm Market. (Gloucester 
County website)7 
 
In addition, two Gloucester County farms are listed on the LocalHarvest website 
(LocalHarvest)8 as Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) farms with certified 
organic produce. Of the 342 restaurants listed on the Jersey Fresh website as serving 
Jersey produced and harvested products in season (Jersey Fresh/Jersey Seafood), ten are 
located in Gloucester County. (NJDA)9 Pathmark, which has one store in the County, 
located in Deptford, is helping local product promotion as well, with store designs 
centered around the company’s slogan “Go Fresh, Go Local.” Their website displays the 
Jersey Fresh logo and carries the message “At Pathmark, we’re committed to bringing 
you the freshest locally grown fruits and vegetables. Since 1968, we’ve partnered with 
Top Crop to help us do just that. If you want the freshest, tastiest local produce you can 
either go to the farm or you can come to Pathmark.” (Pathmark)10 
 
Strategies to promote Gloucester County produce, increase marketing opportunities, and 
encourage farmers include: 
 

• Promote existing community/farmers markets, farm/roadside stands and pick-
your-own operations and seek to introduce new outlets, such as community 
events, through websites and press releases; coordinate between state, County and 
regional/association websites and literature to achieve consistency, inclusiveness 
and up-to-date, accurate information;  

• Ensure that the populace in more developed areas of the County and the region is 
aware of the farming community, its products and benefits, through publicity and 
product offerings on a regular basis at community events such as farmers markets, 
street fairs, festivals and other public events, with the goal of getting consumers to 
depend on and value Gloucester County agricultural products and, thus, support 
its farmers and farming initiatives; 

• Explore expansion/diversification into value-added produce products, in concert 
with the NJDA and Rutgers and provide information to farmers through 
workshops and direct communications; 

• Encourage farmers to explore diversifying into produce crops that serve the 
diverse needs of growing ethnic populations in the region; in concert with the 
state and Rutgers, inform farmers about these crops through the Internet, 
workshops, and/or direct communications;  

• Communicate to farmers the availability of state promotional campaigns and free 
signage;  

• Encourage more participation in the Jersey Fresh Hospitality Program from 
County restaurants, hotels, specialty and grocery markets, and institutional food 
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services such as schools, hospitals, and prisons; help County farmers connect with 
these outlets; 

• Encourage more grocery stores to follow Pathmark’s model of offering local 
produce in its stores;  

• Reach out to pharmaceutical and biotech companies with facilities in Gloucester 
County and/or the region to explore partnerships and growing contracts with 
County farmers;  

• Encourage a) municipal support for irrigation (often necessary for sod and other 
crop cultivation) and b) research into alternative water management strategies, 
such as pumping engines that reduce water consumption, water reuse, drip tape 
and other water conservation measures; and 

• Encourage more farms to offer Community Supported Agriculture. 

Nursery, Greenhouses, Floriculture and Sod 

This is the second highest ranking category of agricultural commodities in Gloucester 
County, in 2002, bringing in $22 million and representing 35% of total crop sales and 
33% of total agricultural sales, versus 54% and 48% statewide. This represents a slight 
drop from 1997 when nursery and greenhouse sales were valued at $22.4 million; 
however, this sector had seen a dramatic doubling in sales between 1997 and 1987, when 
sales totaled just $10.6 million. The amount of acreage devoted to nurseries has 
fluctuated, but not nearly as dramatically as sales, rising from 2,670 acres in 1983 to a 
high of 3,439 in 2001, then falling back to 2,866 in 2004, according to the Farmland 
Assessment11 report for Gloucester County. Thus, it would appear that farmers are getting 
more sales value per acre of farmed land for these crops now than in the past. 
 
There are 28 garden centers and nurseries listed on NJDA’s Jersey Grown website12 for 
Gloucester County, and two certified suppliers, eligible to market using the Jersey Grown 
branding. Many of these, plus a number of other nurseries and dealers (including 
landscape services and floral shops) are listed in the NJDA’s directory of current state 
certifications. (Certified Nurseries and Plant Dealers)13 The “Guide to Gloucester 
County Farm Products” lists more than 25 nurseries and garden centers. The New Jersey 
Nursery & Landscape Association’s “Grow New Jersey” locator map lists 15 growers 
and retail establishments in Gloucester County.  
 
As the non-agriculture population grows in the County and region, it provides a ready 
and expanding market for these products. The County can continue to strengthen and 
expand this sector of the agriculture economy as opportunities arise. Some strategies to 
follow are: 
 

• Support efforts by NJDA to ensure plant health and disease-free material; 
• Increase consumer awareness of the Jersey Grown brand;  
• Seek and/or expand contracts with large box store operations such as Home 

Depot, Lowe’s and Walmart;  
• Reach out to pharmaceutical and biotech companies to explore partnerships and 

growing contracts with County farmers; and 
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• Promote “drive up” operations where consumers can buy directly from the 
nursery or greenhouse. 

Dairy 

In 2002, sales of dairy products amounted to $2.16 million, down from $2.4 million in 
1997, but close to the 1987 figure of $2 million. This represents just under 7% of the 
state’s dairy sales, reported at $29.1 million. The County ranked fifth in sales statewide, 
out of 11 counties reporting. Just seven farms in Gloucester County were listed as dairy 
producers on the 2002 Census of Agriculture, down from twelve in 1997. Census-
reported inventory of mature cattle showed a slight but steady decline from 1,112 in 1987 
to 967 in 2002; however, the farmland assessment data for 2004 reports 1,064 head of 
mature and 1,114 head of young dairy cattle.14  
 
Strategies for augmenting the County dairy industry include:  
 

• Promote Jersey Fresh dairy products locally and statewide; 
• Explore various additional products and markets for dairy, including local 

restaurants and grocery markets; 
• Work to ensure the health of the dairy industry, and the quality of raw and 

processed milk; 
• Aggressively market value-added dairy products; and,  
• Consider establishing an Agriculture Enterprise District (discussed later in this 

chapter), where discounts and exemptions on taxes and other fees could reduce 
the expense of dairy farming, making Gloucester County product more 
competitive with other regions. 

Field and Forage Crops 

For 2002, grains, oilseeds, dry beans and dry peas reported sales of $1.6 million and other 
crops and hay reported $352,000, together representing approximately 4% of total 
agricultural sales in Gloucester County. (2002 Census County Profile)15 
 
Gloucester County ranked fifth in the state for the number of acres devoted to soybeans 
and to wheat for grain. Yet, grains represented just 3% of the County’s total crop sales. 
2002 was a drought year, and the numbers reflect that. Soybeans saw a 38% drop in the 
number of farms (from 123 in 1997 to 76 in 2002), a 32% drop in acres, and a 58% drop 
in yield, yet soybeans had the highest acreage of any crop. Corn for grain also dropped 
significantly in 2002, with a 42% drop in the number of farms (from 68 to 39), a 30% 
drop in acres, and 65.5% drop in yield. The Farmland Assessment16 figures for 2004 
shows increases in acres over the 2002 Census, from 8,165 to 9,397 for soybeans, from 
2,867 to 3,700 for wheat, and from 2,063 to 2,883 for corn. Overall, corn prices have 
risen recently, perhaps due to increased demand by ethanol processing facilities 
throughout the country, but Gloucester County farmers are not yet supplying this 
market.17 (Michelle Infante-Casella) 
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The County ranked eighth in the state for hay and other forage crops and statistics show 
that this sector is on the rise. In contrast to other sectors, the number of hay farms rose by 
approximately 30%, from 136 to 176, acres increased by 20%, from 3,515 to 4,239, and 
yield rose 42% in 2002 over 1997, reflecting a much higher percentage of growth in yield 
than in the number of acres or the number of farms. Farmland assessment for 2004 shows 
an additional 6% increase in acres, to 4,492 acres. Factors influencing this increase may 
include an expanding market for good quality hay due to an increase in equine operations 
in the County; lower input costs than other product options since it is a permanent crop 
that does not have to be reseeded, requires lower input costs and is not attractive to 
wildlife; and the fact that it is a friendlier crop to non-agricultural neighbors because it 
does not have the pesticide spraying requirements, odor or unsightliness of other types of 
agricultural products, leading to fewer conflicts with non-farmers. Some of the farms lost 
to soybean production (47 between 1997 and 2002) may have switched to hay for these 
reasons (hay farms increased by 40 in the same time period). (Michelle Infante-Casella) 
 
Strategies for Gloucester County to consider include: 
 

• Educate farmers about any improved management practices and ways to improve 
yield per acre; 

• Alert farmers to any available workshops on pasture and cropland management; 
• Encourage diversification to row crops that meet newly emerging markets or 

markets with increasing demand (such as spelt as a dietary substitute for wheat) or 
lend themselves to value-added marketing opportunities (such as sorghum for 
homemade jams and jellies that can be marketed from roadside stands, at 
community markets and over the Internet); 

• Encourage transition to certified organic or naturally grown bean and grain crops 
to increase their value; 

• Publicize to farmers the availability of state-sponsored grain marketing sessions, 
when scheduled; 

• Inform producers about the role of crop insurance in mitigating marketing risk; 
and 

• Investigate availability of free deer fencing programs, as well as other measures 
for deterrence of wildlife attracted to crops such as corn and soybeans, and 
promote to County farmers. 

Livestock and Poultry 

Operations include cattle and calves, sheep and goats, hogs, and poultry.18 Over the past 
20 years, livestock has represented an increasingly smaller portion of the County’s 
agricultural sales, representing about 8.8% of sales in 1987 and just 6.2% in 2002. While 
overall agricultural sales have increased, livestock sales have remained relatively steady, 
varying from $4.1 million in 1987 to a high of $5.7 million in 1997 and back down to 
$4.1 million in 2002.  
 
The number of farms and inventory levels has declined since 1997. The largest decrease 
has been in the area of beef cattle. This sector experienced its steepest drop between 1997 
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and 2002, when the number of farms fell by 56%, from 55 to 24. The drop in inventory 
has not been as steep, suggesting that the smaller farms are the ones that are disappearing 
in this sector and that economies of scale may be necessary in order to support cattle 
farming.  
 
Hog and pig farms have decreased in number by 61% since 1987 (from 74 to 29), with 
half of that decrease coming between 1997 and 2002. Inventory rose to a high of 12,952 
in 1997, but decreased sharply to 5,652 in 2002. Farmland assessment figures for 2004 
show another drop to 2,284. 
 
Sheep farms, however, are on the rise, increasing 61%, from 31 in 1987 to 50 in 2002. 
Inventory actually peaked in 1997, at 1,395 and dropped 28% to 1,001 in 2002. Farmland 
assessment figures for 2004 show the sheep inventory holding steady at 1,014. 
 
Goat farming, too, appears to be on the rise, with just 157 goats in inventory in 1987 and 
505 in 2002, according to the Census of Agriculture. Farmland assessment figures show 
738 goats in inventory in 2004. Llamas, mules, burros, donkeys are few in number.  
 
The number of poultry farms with layers and pullets has dropped overall by 11% since 
1987, but saw a 36% increase, from 33 to 45 farms, between 1997 and 2002. Inventory 
dropped substantially, from 5,033 in 1987 to 1,090 in 2002, but at 1,986 in 2004, 
according to farmland assessment figures, may be on the rise again. The 2002 Census 
reported five farms with meat chickens and the 2004 farmland assessment shows 
inventory at 3,747.  
 
To strengthen and expand its place in the County economy, some non-dairy cattle, sheep, 
hog, goat and poultry strategies may include: 
 

• Ensure animal health;  
• Explore various additional products and markets, including local hospitals and 

assisted living operations, restaurants and grocery markets, and increased outlets 
for meat sales at regional community markets and special events; 

• Seek opportunities for production contracts with poultry and livestock processors; 
• Investigate outlets for dairy products for goats, and educate farmers about the 

benefits of diversifying into this sector, especially considering the development of 
value-added dairy products for goats; 

• Explore increased marketing opportunities for goat meat to meet the preferences 
of growing ethnic populations in the state;  

• Assist farmers with farming techniques, regulatory requirements and the latest 
research for livestock and poultry, including continued and additional cooperation 
with the RCE, NJDA and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS); and 

• Promote the agritourism portion of livestock, including exotic animals and 
poultry, such as “looking” zoos and educational school tours. 
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Organic Farming 

Organic crops and animals have the potential to be an important market for Gloucester 
County. With the recent influx of more affluent consumers in the County, potential 
markets across the river in Pennsylvania and Delaware, and increased consumer 
awareness regarding food production, organic products and the markets that support them 
should continue to gain a stronghold and become more “mainstream” as people demand 
high quality, readily accessible and affordable organic products. Certification of organic 
farms is regulated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture via the Organic Food 
Production Act of 1990, and can be somewhat costly and time consuming as compared to 
non-organic farming. This may dissuade some farmers otherwise amenable to this type of 
farming. “Natural” farming is a type of farming that seeks to emulate organic farming, 
but is not overseen by laws or regulations, as is organic farming. Natural farming is 
somewhat less costly and time consuming than “organic,” and therefore may be a viable 
option for some farmers, and their potential customers.  
 
Two organic farms in Gloucester County appear on the Northeast Organic Farming 
Association of New Jersey (NOFA-NJ) website19: Chiuli Farms in South Harrison, 
selling hay and grass, and Muth Family Farm in Williamstown, featuring vegetables, 
fruit, flowers and herbs. Muth Family Farm is also listed on the LocalHarvest website20 
as a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) farm, as is Red Oak Ranch, which 
describes its products as “naturally grown, transitional.” Of the three farms mentioned 
above, just one is included in the “Guide to Gloucester County Farm Products.” Savoie 
Organic Farm in Williamstown, received its organic certification in 2007 and is listed on 
the Visit NJ Farms website.21   
 
Though the produce sector in Gloucester County is large, only three certified organic and 
one transitional farm are listed on the promotional websites. With the increased interest 
by consumers in organic produce and animal products, Gloucester County farmers may 
be encouraged to expand or diversify into this sector. Gloucester County may look to:  
 

• Improve marketing of organic and natural produce; 
• Explore various additional markets, including local restaurants and grocery 

markets and cooperative farmstands at County events; 
• Explore feasibility of establishing licensed food preparation facilities and meat 

processors in the County to facilitate growth of value-added products in this 
sector; 

• Promote agritourism for organic and natural farms stands; 
• Promote the Jersey Organic brand when established by the NJDA; 
• Educate youth by promoting a school gardens program such as the pilot program 

in Lawrenceville Township set up by NOFA-NJ22 
• Educate growers about organic and natural regulatory and certification 

requirements and about the availability of federal funds to help offset certification 
costs; and 
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• Explore ways to support organic food growing and processing, such as assisting 
growers, with the help of the NJDA and the Rutgers Extension, to identify 
products that can benefit as organic (high value/high demand products). 

Equine 

The 2002 Census of Agriculture reported 1,499 horses and ponies on 224 farms in this 
small but viable agriculture sector in Gloucester County. Sales of horses, ponies, mules, 
burros and donkeys combined totaled $435,000, or less than 1% of total agricultural 
sales. The “Guide to Gloucester County Farm Products” lists 35 establishments that offer 
boarding, breeding, training, lessons, therapeutic riding and/or tack shops. Those that are 
breeding farms can make use of the Jersey Bred logo when marketing their animals.  
 
Equine farms appear to be a growing focus in the County, as evidenced by the rise in 
inventory to 1,582 by 2004. (Farmland Assessment)23 The sector may be even more 
strongly encouraged by the proposed new equine rules, designed to provide more support 
for equine right to farm issues and more encouragement for commercial equine farms to 
enter the farmland preservation program. As stated in the New Jersey Register rule 
proposals 39 N.J.R. 2561(a) “providing right to farm protections to commercial equine 
operations and specifically allowing equine activities on preserved farmland will help 
ensure that equine farms remain viable; in addition, many equine farms purchase hay 
from other New Jersey farms,” including those in Gloucester County, where hay 
production is on the rise. 
 
In addition, Gloucester County recognizes the importance of the equine industry as a 
growth sector. In December 2006, the County broke ground for the construction of 
Delaware River Equestrian, Agriculture and Marine (DREAM) Park in Logan Township, 
on a 120-acre site proposed six years ago by the Army Corps of Engineers as a dredge 
spoil dumping site. The first phase, scheduled to open in spring 2008, is an equestrian 
facility with an indoor arena, concession area, exhibition and auction hall; three outdoor 
rings; two temporary show stables, with 120 stalls apiece; stables for 48 resident 
boarders; a maintenance building and manure storage. The facility will host regional and 
area wide shows and competitions, auctions, trade shows and instruction clinics, as well 
as provide recreational opportunities for Gloucester County residents, such as a 
therapeutic riding program for children with special needs. (George Strachan and 
Freeholder Press Room)24 The draft Gloucester County Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy (CEDS) Project Inventory included this facility as one of its 
proposed projects to support the objective of expanding the County’s tourism and 
agritourism economics: “The equine industry is a growing aspect of Gloucester County 
agriculture. An equine park would provide an outlet for both tourists, breeders, and 
recreationalists to interact with the animals, trainers and other professionals in the field.” 
(CEDS)25 
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To retain and grow its market share in the state and regional equine industry, Gloucester 
County can:  
 

• Ensure the health of equine animals; 
• Educate farmers about the benefits of the new equine rules, when adopted, to 

commercial and preserved equine operations, and educate municipalities about the 
rights of equine farmers;  

• Promote the industry at shows and festivals, such as the annual Gloucester County 
4-H Fair and New Jersey Peach Festival;  

• Promote the industry through enhanced listings of County equine events in state, 
regional and County website and print listings; and 

• Promote the agritourism aspect of the equine industry through farm tours, horse 
and pony rides, and boarding and riding lessons. 

Wine 

According to the 2007 Economic Development Strategies, the state’s grape production is 
not keeping pace with its wine production, which ranks fifth in the nation. Here is an 
opportunity for the County and its farmers to explore further: an agricultural sector with a 
ready market for product. Neighboring Atlantic County has five wineries, and one each in 
Cape May, Camden and Burlington Counties, according to AboutNewJersey.com.  
 
While grape production has been virtually a nonexistent sector in the Gloucester County 
agricultural landscape, One winery, Heritage Station in Richwood, is listed on the New 
Jersey Tourism website26 and the About New Jersey website27. Heritage Station produces 
several wines from its own grapes and is expanding into new varieties. It offers wine 
tastings and other on-farm events and activities. Some County farmers apparently are 
considering diversifying into the grape production as well. In 2006, the RCE of 
Gloucester County hosted an on-farm twilight grape meeting, a regional wine grape 
program and fourteen one-on-one consultations, which assisted in the establishment of 
three wineries and seventeen wine grape plantings. (Gloucester County Soil Conservation 
District 2006 Annual Report)28  
 
Gloucester County may consider: 
 

• Exploring the feasibility for additional Gloucester County farmers to diversify 
into grape production (or other fruits suitable for wine making); and 

• Encouraging promotion of Gloucester County wineries and wines, as they 
develop, through publicity, marketing of local wines to local outlets such as retail 
outlets and restaurants, tours, and other special events.  

Agritourism  

This sector can benefit agriculture in the County both for farming as an industry and for 
the individual farmer as additional income. Agritourism helps change the perspective of 
the non-farming community and increases visibility, understanding and appreciation of 
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farming by County residents and visitors. Agritourism can be an important contributor 
toward the long term sustainability of Gloucester County’s agricultural industry. 
According to the 2007 Economic Development Strategies, “Agricultural tourism draws 
upon two great strengths of the Garden State, a rich agricultural heritage and a large 
population of affluent consumers,” and “…Agritourism is critical to ensuring the future 
viability of agriculture in the state.” Agritourism can draw its clientele not only from the 
County and region but also, across state borders, from nearby Pennsylvania and 
Delaware. 
 
Agritourism in Gloucester County is evidenced by the many roadside markets and pick 
your owns, some of which also feature other on-farm activities and special events. 
Visibility is given to these and other agritourism opportunities through the many websites 
and publications available (see chart below).  
 

Agritourism Websites and Publications 
Source Description 
State  
NJDA Jersey Fresh website  Roadside markets29 

 On-Farm Activities30 
 Restaurants31 

NJDA Jersey Equine website   Equine events32 
 Equine facilities33 

Visit New Jersey Farms website   Farms34 
 Farm events and activities35 
 Ability for website visitor to build 

itinerary of farms to visit 
NJ Tourism Event Calendar  Family/Festivals listings36 (currently 

includes no Gloucester County events) 
Regional  
Visit South Jersey web site  Calendar of events  

 Hard copy brochure  
 Regional tours and itineraries (if the 

Gloucester County developed a farm 
tour, the itinerary could be posted here)  

 Family Fun section, where the 4-H Fair 
and Peach Festival could be listed under 
Festivals and Events and farm tours 
could be listed under Attractions; 
Creamy Acres is currently listed under 
Fun with Kids as a destination where 
they can learn about life on a modern 
dairy farm, and  

 Outdoors section that includes a Jersey 
Fresh Farms page with three Gloucester 
County farm listings: Duffield’s, Moods 
and Heritage Station;37 
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Agritourism Websites and Publications 
Source Description 
County  
“Guide to Gloucester County Farm 
Products” brochure 

 Christmas tree farms 
 Roadside stands 
 Nurseries 
 Equine facilities 

“Gloucester County Christmas Tree 
Farms” brochure 

 Christmas tree farms38 

Gloucester County website   Tourism39 
 Quality of Life/Agricultural Products 
 Calendar of Events40 

Gloucester County Newsletter   available from the County website 
 mailed quarterly to residents’ homes 
 includes upcoming activities (4-H Fair)  

 
A County-wide agritourism event is the four–day Gloucester County 4-H Fair and New 
Jersey Peach Festival41 held in July at the 4-H fairgrounds in Mullica Hill. The Fair 
celebrates the accomplishments of the more than 600 children that are active in 51 4-H 
clubs in the County, but also includes carnival rides, magic shows, a lumberjack show, 
craft fair and more. The Peach Festival, now in its 25th year and its 12th year in Gloucester 
County, runs concurrently with the 4-H Fair. 
 
DREAM Park, the new equestrian facility mentioned previously in the Equine section of 
this chapter, is another County initiative designed to promote agritourism and provide 
economic advantages to the County from an agriculture-related project. 
 
With the help of the RCE, the County also initiated a Seeds to Success youth farmstands 
project, which “targets at-risk high school age special needs students from the 
communities of Paulsboro, Glassboro and Woodbury.” Seeds to Success is a hands-on 
business and life skills training program that prepares youth for the workforce through 
classroom and on-the-job training through youth farmstands. The youth farmstands, 
located in more developed communities in the County, offer visibility and additional 
marketing outlets for local farmers, while offering fresh fruits and vegetables to the local 
area. Since 2003, more than 500 youth in the three targeted communities have “learned 
innovative ways to become healthy and contributing citizens.” This program is promoted 
on the RCE Agricultural Resource Management web page and its stands are listed in the 
“Guide to Gloucester County Farm Products.”42 
 
The Opportunity for Agritourism Development in New Jersey, a report prepared for the 
NJDA by two independent consultants and personnel from the Food Policy Institute at 
Rutgers, defines agritourism as “the business of establishing farms as travel destinations 
for educational and recreational purposes.” The report states that “agritourism represents 
an opportunity [for the farmer] to generate supplemental income during periods when 
land and equipment may be underutilized or idle and afford the opportunity for feedback 
from consumers regarding preferences for various farm products and services.” In 
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addition it “can create positive interactions between non-farmers and farmers,” helping to 
“reduce right to farm conflicts and garnering support for farm retention policies”; it 
“contributes to and enhances the quality of life in communities” and provides consumers 
with “direct access to fresh, locally-produced farm products.” (page 2) The New Jersey 
State Board of Agriculture formally recognized agritourism development as a strategy for 
“bolstering the viability of New Jersey agriculture” and in 2005, New Jersey’s Secretary 
of Agriculture, Charles Kuperus, convened the New Jersey Agritourism Industry 
Advisory Council. 
  
Among the series of recommendations included in this report are: 
 

• Marketing and Promotion – centralized promotion system, agritourism marketing 
website, better inclusion and integration of agritourism on the N.J. Division of 
Travel and Tourism marketing materials; stronger links between farmers and 
WIC, Senior and school lunch nutritional programs; and assisting counties with 
funding for agritourism promotion; 

• Liability Protection and Insurance – develop a New Jersey Agritourism Limited 
Liability act modeled after laws in Virginia and North Caroline and explore ways 
to reduce cost of liability insurance; 

• Establish a state level Agritourism Industry Development program with a capacity 
to support regional agritourism initiatives and assist operators with marketing and 
promotion; 

• Regulatory Guidance for Operators – include proactive communication about 
relevant regulations, and education about requirements and protections under the 
Right to Farm Act; address impediments to signage; 

• Municipal Outreach – educate municipalities about building agricultural retention 
elements and regulations supportive of agritourism into their master plans and 
ordinances; 

• Training and Information Workshops for Farmers – include hospitality training, 
marketing strategies and other issue-specific workshops such as liability, grants, 
traffic, signage; offer a forum for farmers getting into agritourism to interact with 
those who already are involved; 

• Role of CADB – examine preservation policies to identify and address any 
restraints to agritourism development; provide outreach to operators and 
municipal officials; develop model long-term leases for farmers renting preserved 
farmland; host open houses and tours at agritourism operations “such as those 
offered by the Somerset CADB and County Board of Agriculture”; encourage 
municipal adoption of model Right to Farm ordinance; 

• Resources – “how-to” website; innovation fund providing grants or low interest 
loans; technical assistance for farmers in identifying and obtaining grant funding; 
and 

• School Tours – identify and compile farm-related curriculum for different grade 
levels (as an example of what can be done, see The Farm Institute on Martha’s 
Vineyard’s website43); provide opportunities for farmers to participate in school 
programs; and develop “fast facts” to educate farm visitors. 
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The study concludes that farmers have, over the years, adopted a range of agritourism 
activities, that agritourism is financially beneficial to both the farmer and the economy 
and farmers need specific assistance and resources in order to be successful at integrating 
agritourism activities into their operations (page 84). 
 
The CADB and the OLP can pay special attention to those roles defined in the 
recommendation as specific to CADBs, as well as take an active interest in the other 
recommendations and work with the state, other agencies and organizations and County 
farmers to effect a strong agritourism presence in the County. Strategies may include: 
 

• Establishing additional permanent, three season community markets, which may 
assist local farmers in selling farm and value-added products, strengthening the 
business of agriculture within the County; there is currently one community 
market, in Woodbury; 

• Establishing event-specific cooperative farmstands at community events in the 
County, which would promote and benefit the County’s farming industry and 
offer additional opportunities for product sales; 

• Creating a regional harvest festival in the fall, a horticultural festival in the spring, 
or a farm tour itinerary of participating farms that could be listed on the Visit 
South Jersey website and on the Gloucester County Economic 
Development/Tourism page; 

• Establishing a cycling tour similar to the “Tours des Farms” held in Burlington 
County in September 2007 and sponsored jointly by the County and the South 
Jersey Resource Conservation and Development Council. “The first annual South 
Jersey Tour des Farms, held on Saturday, September 8th featured 13, 25 and 50 
mile routes and “saw close to 200 bicycle riders enjoying a warm sunny day”44;  

• Working with a nonprofit organization to organize a farm tour as a fundraiser; for 
example, in September 2007, the Northwest NJ Buy Fresh Buy Local Campaign45 
offered its 2nd annual Farm and Food Open House, with 12 farms from Sussex, 
Warren and Hunterdon Counties;  

• Establishing a working farm devoted to public education, similar to The Farm 
Institute on Martha’s Vineyard, which is a working farm on preserved land that 
offers innovative programs that involve children, families and others, such as 
local chefs who come in to demonstrate recipes that can be prepared using local 
produce. (The Farm Institute)46;  

• Working with schools and farmers to develop and promote an expanded 
curriculum of opportunities for school tours to farms and for farmer visits to 
schools, maintaining a list of available farmers, and acting as a clearinghouse or 
coordinating link between schools and farmers;  

• Expanding participation in WIC/seniors voucher programs and promotion of the 
program; seven of the roadside markets listed on the Jersey Fresh website as of 
November 2007 indicate that they accept WIC and Senior FMNP checks, and a 
Gloucester County Board of Chosen Freeholders (Freeholders) press release 
issued June 5, 2007 indicated that 24 farmers markets throughout the County were 
participating in the program47; 
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• Implementing a permanent signage program to alert and direct tourists and local 
residents to agritourism destinations to help increase business and income for 
these farming establishments; and 

• Exploring growth in other sections of agritourism such as hunting, fishing and 
trapping. Often farmers do not charge for these privileges, if they offer them, 
perhaps, in part because of liability issues. Liability also has become an issue for 
petting zoos, causing some farmers in other areas to repurpose to “looking zoos” 
to avoid the safety and health issues that can ensue from interaction between farm 
animals and visitors. If the Limited Liability protection mentioned above were 
enacted, farmers might feel freer to generate income from these activities. 

 
Potential challenges to successful expansion of agritourism in Gloucester County include: 

• Impediments (such as the unavailability of long-term leases for farmers who rent 
rather than own the land) to farmers making long-term investments in crop 
diversification; 

• Market saturation (too many farmers engaged in any given type of agritourism 
could cause profitability for individual farmers to fail, even as it contributed more 
dollars to the overall agricultural sector); and 

• Lack of recognition for agriculture in regulations and master plans, including 
municipal, federal or state regulations that make it difficult or expensive for 
farmers to participate, such as requiring food products to be processed in federally 
licensed kitchens or slaughterhouses.  

General Strategies 

“Many different agencies, councils, and organizations, working through a variety of 
programs, have the common goal of assisting New Jersey’s agricultural community,” 
according to the 2007 Economic Development Strategies. “Strengthened communication 
and coordination between agencies and programs can result in multiple benefits for the 
agricultural community. In 2007 the Department will continue working on broad 
strategies and reaching out to better coordinate efforts with other agencies…to ensure the 
economic viability of the state’s agricultural industry.” (page 26) 
 
A major role that the CADB and the OLP can play, working together with other County 
or local agencies involved with the business of agriculture, is to make sure that messages 
about the availability of tools for helping farmers with the business of agriculture reach 
the farmers.  
 
The Gloucester County Freeholders and Board of Agriculture already help to promote 
agriculture through funding of publications and programs such as the “Guide to 
Gloucester County Farm Products,” mentioned previously. This publication was a 
collaborative project by the RCE, the Office of Business and Economic Development, 
Department of Public Works Planning Division, the Freeholders and the OLP. 
 
The RCE also publishes Gloucester Grower News, a free “monthly newsletter mailed to 
Gloucester County farmers with topics on new regulations, production news, financial 
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and marketing information,” which is also available in PDF format on the RCE website, 
along with the Gloucester County Board of Agriculture newsletter.48 (RCE) 
 
Other ways to communicate to farmers include press releases to local papers and 
handouts developed for distribution at venues where farmers congregate, such as public 
meetings, farm organization meetings, fairs, workshops. A number of state, County and 
RCE-produced brochures and publications are readily available at the RCE offices in the 
County Office Complex in Clayton. In addition, Ken Atkinson, Director of the OLP and 
Secretary and Administrator for the CADB works closely with the Office of Public 
Information to publicize events and news through media channels. The RCE also 
publishes press releases on their website and conducts a number of educational 
workshops for both farmers and general public. 
 
Some of the general strategies that can be helpful to farmers include: 
 

• Inter-agency coordination – The NJDA seeks to strengthen communication 
between the department, Rutgers’ School Environmental & Biological Sciences, 
County Agricultural Agents, 4-H staff, and USDA personnel to improve 
coordination. This is an opportunity for communications to the CADB and OLP 
and to the farmers to be strengthened as well, and for concerns of the farmers to 
be fed back to the state; 

• New Market Opportunities (drawn from projects within the Economic 
Development Workgroup and disseminated directly to growers through Rutgers’ 
plant and pest advisory) – Organizations at the County level, such as the 
Freeholders, CADB, OLP and RCE, can supplement the state’s efforts, by 
providing other vehicles for communicating the availability of this list to the 
farmers; 

• Labor Issues and Worker Training – Through Gloucester Growers News, press 
releases and/or handouts at venues where farmers congregate, the RCE can 
promote the availability of programs such as the Agricultural Leadership 
Development Program and the availability of training, agricultural and business 
development resources on the NJDA website; 

• Farmland Assessment and Crop Insurance and Technical Assistance – Publicizing 
these programs also will help improve farmers’ financial health; programs include 
the Jersey Crop Insurance Education Initiative, technical assistance with the N.J. 
Uniform Construction Code, interpretation of the Real Property Appraisal 
Manual, Farm Building Section, motor vehicle regulations for farm vehicles, 
financing and developing business plans for their farms; and, 

• Processed Foods – The focus can be on connecting County growers with 
processors who are seeking local sources of food and agricultural products, as 
well as on publicizing state outreach programs that educate farmers about 
government grants and services (including technical support services for those 
entering into new agribusiness with value-added agricultural commodities). The 
draft 2007 Gloucester County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
(CEDS) Project Inventory includes a proposal to invest in partnerships with the 
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Rutgers Food Innovation Center, which “has the potential to benefit the food 
processing industry throughout the South Jersey Region.” (CEDS)49. 

 
Agricultural Industry Retention, Expansion and Recruitment 
Strategies 

Institutional 

Farmer Support  
Farmers at all levels can benefit from support, from the experienced farmer who owns a 
multigenerational farm and is concerned about farm succession, to a tenant farmer who 
seeks ways to maximize his profitability, to a young would-be farmer looking for 
guidance on how to break into agribusiness. A variety of resources exist at the state level, 
published on the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) website. One such 
program, Farm Link,50 serves as a resource and referral center for new farmers, farmers 
seeking access to land and farming opportunities, landowners seeking farmers, and 
farmers working on estate and farm transfer plans.  
 
A linking service lists farmland for lease, partnership and farm manager opportunities, 
preserved farms for sale (including auctions of preserved farms), apprenticeship, 
internship and other opportunities for gaining farming experience. According to Dave 
Kimmel,51 who oversees the program, the site has led to several matches, and he receives 
several calls a week from farmers interested in being listed.  
 
One way to enhance the effectiveness of the program might be to follow the model of the 
nonprofit Land Link organization in Nebraska. According to Joy Johnson, the program’s 
manager, “When you just provide a list, participation is very low. The more you interact 
with the people the more successful you are.” Nebraska Land Link offers one-on-one 
consultation and provides information about financing available to beginning farmers. As 
of November 2000, Nebraska Land Link had made more than 125 matches—totaling 
nearly 100,000 acres. Pennsylvania’s farm link program offers “workshops on farm 
succession and transfer planning, marketing and entrepreneurial skills development, and a 
state-certified apprenticeship program. In Wisconsin, “staff, with back-up from dozens of 
‘advisors’—including extension agents and technical college instructors, financial 
planners and attorneys—also provide financial analyses, legal assistance, employment 
counseling and mediation services.” (LandWorks Connection)52  
 
The SADC’s Farm Link website offers Estate Planning Tools,53 including “Transferring 
the Family Farm: What Worked, What Didn’t for 10 New Jersey Families,” estate 
planning tips from First Pioneer Credit, “Your Land is Your Legacy: A Guide to 
Planning for the Future of Your Farm” — a reference available from the American 
Farmland Trust — and other references. The Farm Link website also has a page devoted 
to Web resources for new farmers, who are a critical component in the ongoing success 
of farming in the County as well as the state. Plus, there are resources that provide helpful 
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information and guidelines for established farmers and landowners interested in creating 
tenure agreements. 
 
In addition, the NJDA’s Strategic Plan through June 2006 (New Jersey Department of 
Agriculture Strategic Plan54) lists among its objectives: to increase the profitability of 
New Jersey’s agricultural industry through new market opportunities and create 
additional income for farmers (page 15), specifically by: 
 

• Providing information to a minimum of 100 agricultural and horticultural 
producers on a variety of available grant opportunities through news releases, the 
NJDA website and one-on-one contacts; 

• Assisting and encouraging produce participation by answering questions and in 
drafting grant applications; and 

• Assisting a handful of producers with application submissions for Value-Added 
producer grants through USDA Rural Development or with in-depth evaluation 
for developing and producing value-added specialty products. 

 
The state, RCE and supply companies, such as fertilizer and pesticide merchandisers, also 
provide seasonal workshops for farmers, keeping them up-to-date on various issues 
related to the agricultural community. For example, the New Jersey Agricultural 
Experiment Station ran a series of five afternoon workshops in Bordentown, Burlington 
County, in the fall of 2007 on “Growing Your Business: Farmers’ Marketing & Business 
Planning for Value-Added Agriculture.” There was also a one-day workshop in Elmer, 
Salem County, on “Improving Farm Profitability.” In total throughout the year, the 
Gloucester County RCE holds about 25 meetings and workshops targeted to the 
agricultural industry; it also will, upon request, do one-on-one consultations with farmers 
and field any questions they may have. In March, the 4-H program, operated by the RCE, 
held a Horse Management Educational Series at the Office of Government Services 
Building in Clayton, serving the equine sector.  
 
Another opportunity is the New Jersey Agricultural Leadership Development Program 
(NJALDP),55 sponsored by the New Jersey Agricultural Society, “a two-year professional 
development opportunity, which is designed specifically for individuals in farming and 
agribusiness. Through a series of seminars and interactive workshops, NJALDP 
participants explore various agricultural topics, debate key issues, sharpen 
communications skills, particularly public speaking, and establish and cultivate an 
extensive agricultural network throughout the State.”  

Marketing / Advertising / Public Relations Support  
Marketing and advertising are critical to profitability. Some County farmers do opt to use 
paid advertising in local newspapers, but many, particularly those with the smaller farms, 
hesitate to consider advertising, believing that the cost outweighs the benefits. They 
prefer to take advantage of free or less costly opportunities to market their product, such 
as state, regional and County public and promotional websites that will “advertise” their 
product. Several embrace the opportunities of direct marketing, from roadside stands and 
from their own websites. A few also participate in community markets, both the local one 



Gloucester County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan – April 2008 6-20 

in Woodstown and markets in other counties, such as the Collingswood market in 
Camden County. 
 
The OLP, the RCE and the state can help by communicating to farmers the availability of 
various free promotional channels such as the Jersey Fresh, Jersey Bred, Jersey Grown 
and Jersey Equine websites, Visit NJ Farms website,56 the South Jersey Tourism Council 
website,57 the Gloucester County Economic Development Tourism web page and the 
“Guide to Gloucester County Farm Products.” It would also be valuable to cross 
reference those sites to make sure they are up to date and inclusive (for example, Visit NJ 
Farms lists 10 Gloucester County farms (organic, equine and produce-oriented) while 
Jersey Fresh lists 31 roadside markets. The OLP can monitor the N.J. Division of Travel 
and Tourism site and feed appropriate event information to the division for listing, for 
example, the Gloucester County 4-H Fair and NJ Peach Festival. 
 
For those farmers who want to consider paid advertising or garner free media coverage, 
Web resources can help with the planning. For example, the RCE publishes ad rates for 
the New Jersey Horticultural Society’s quarterly newsletter, Horticultural News, on its 
website. Another website, for CISA (Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture)58, a 
nonprofit organization in Western Massachusetts, offers tip sheets on Developing a 
Marketing Plan, Using Paid Advertising as Part of a Marketing Plan and Working with 
the Media: Public Relations and Publicity, as well as Merchandising, and Workshops and 
Classes as a Marketing Strategy (teaching what you know). 
 
Signage. Signage promotes visibility and awareness of agriculture in general, as well as 
benefiting the individual farmers.  
 
Municipal considerations of the farmers’ needs when drafting their sign ordinances can 
be helpful in supporting farmers efforts to promote their products. Farmstands are often 
seasonal businesses that need to capture potential sales at harvest time. Signs that give 
directions to the farmstand and let customers know what’s available are vitally important. 
Gloucester County municipalities where agriculture is a significant component can 
review their ordinances to ensure they make allowances for farm signage. Having farm 
friendly ordinances in place can make it easier for farmers to promote their products and 
can minimize right-to-farm complaints in cases where farmers run up against opposition 
to their signage, whether from neighboring residents or municipal officials. Farm signage 
can also benefit the municipality by drawing more visitors, and thus more dollars, to the 
area, benefiting other business in the community as well as the farmer. 
 
For farmers who qualify for the Jersey series of marketing programs, signage is free. 
Jersey Fresh point-of-sale signs and other materials, both free and fee-based, can be 
ordered from the NJDA’s Marketing and Development Web pages.59 
 
Getting the Word Out. The County and the RCE can play helpful roles in “getting the 
word out” about agricultural activities and opportunities. Examples include:  

• Press releases from the Gloucester County Board of Chosen Freeholders, such as 
the June 2007 release about the availability of food vouchers to eligible seniors 
for use at 24 participating farm markets60 and a June 29 release on the Seeds to 
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Success youth farmstand program for 2007, which also included the news that in 
2007 the program received authorization from USDA to accept NJ Food Stamps, 
in addition to WIC and senior vouchers, noting “Gloucester County will have the 
first youth farmstands in New Jersey to be certified food stamp merchants”;61  

• Development of media contacts at local papers, and follow-up with those contacts 
to encourage publication of the information; the RCE currently distributes press 
releases to a media list and publishes them to its website; the OLP and the 
Freeholders work with the County Office of Public Information to promote press 
releases to the media and post them on the County website; 

• Articles in Gloucester Growers New and the Gloucester County Board of 
Agriculture newsletter; 

• Listings on the RCE and Gloucester County websites; and 
• Distribution of information to the various state agencies, such as the SADC Jersey 

listings, the Travel and Tourism calendar of events and the Visit NJ Farms 
website. 

Community Supported Agriculture  
The Board of Freeholders, CADB, OLP and RCE can work to publicize this concept, 
which has not been widely adopted in Gloucester County, through newsletters such as 
Gloucester Grower News, or a workshop led by a current CSA farmer or farmers. 
According to the University of Massachusetts extension “CSA is a partnership of mutual 
commitment between a farm and a community of supporters which provides a direct link 
between the production and consumption of food. Supporters cover a farm’s yearly 
operating budget by purchasing a share of the season’s harvest.” Additional advantages 
of CSA include time efficiency, eliminating or minimizing labor and transportation costs 
of selling at community markets, or the time and labor of running a farmstand. A CSA 
farmer can control scheduling of pick-ups to utilize existing farm personnel in labor 
downtimes (e.g. family members, one day a week, etc.). 
 
The Freeholders, CADB, OLP and RCE also can consider encouraging southern New 
Jersey counties to create an organization similar to The Food Shed Alliance (FSA). The 
FSA is a grassroots, nonprofit group devoted to “promoting profitable, sustainable 
farming and locally-grown, fresh, healthy food in northwestern New Jersey.” The FSA 
closely links the health of land and communities with the existence of local farms, 
believing that farmers are the key in connecting people with “food, the land, and our 
sense of place.” These tenets foster a “self-sustaining “food shed” that supports farmers, 
nourishes people, respects the land, and strengthens (our) communities.” (Food Shed 
Alliance)62 An extension of the FSA’s work is the Northwest Jersey “Buy Fresh, Buy 
Local” Campaign. This is an effort by the Food Shed Alliance, local farmers, and 
community leaders to build connections between farmers and consumers through food 
guides, food and farming events, and community outreach, and therefore encourage local 
residents to buy fresh, local produce. (Buy Fresh, Buy Local)63 Gloucester County 
farmers could benefit from such an organization, which can help connect them with local 
food establishments and with the consumer through an event such as the Annual Food 
and Farm Open house held in early fall. 
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Agricultural Education and Market Research Coordination 
The Freeholders, CADB and OLP are aware of the need for farmers to keep up to date 
with the latest information on agricultural practices and new market opportunities, as they 
strive to maximize their profitability and achieve their farming goals. Ways these 
organizations can help include:  
 

• Coordinate with Rutgers Extension and NJDA to research and market agricultural 
education; and 

• Seek grants to fund farmer education. 

New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station (NJAES) and Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
(RCE) 
According to the NJAES website Jersey Fresh Information Exchange,64 Rutgers 
Cooperative Extension launched an innovative produce distribution and merchandising 
pilot project in 2004 to help New Jersey farmers get their products into new retail 
locations, such as white-table restaurants and grocery chains. Less than a month after a 
kickoff meeting that brought New Jersey growers face-to-face with noted New Jersey 
chefs, national chain grocers and multi-state distributors, these new relationships had 
already turned into critically needed new sales. 
 
The RCE, Freeholders, CADB and OLP could join hands in an attempt to activate a 
similar program that would include Gloucester County growers, food outlets and 
restaurants.  
 
In addition, the NJAES website offers a wealth of information relating to animal 
agriculture, farm management and safety, pest management, plant agriculture and other 
elements of interest to those involved in commercial agriculture. 
 
The Gloucester County RCE traditionally has been a sponsor of workshops, often funded 
through grants secured by the RCE, and a helpful resource for local farmers in many 
other ways. 

Rutgers School of Environmental and Biological Sciences 
The Freeholders, CADB and OLP can touch base periodically with Rutgers regarding any 
opportunities for farm research, test/experimental projects that might be appropriate for 
County farms. The RCE in Gloucester County can keep farmers abreast, through the 
Gloucester Growers News and the RCE website, of any upcoming special workshops or 
information or appropriate continuing education curriculum. The Freeholders also can 
issue press releases and publish information on the County website about these 
opportunities. 

Other 
The Freeholders, CADB and OLP can reach out to Gloucester County College regarding 
the feasibility of introducing agricultural curriculum, add continuing education 
workshops/courses for County agricultural operators or serve as a host location or 
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sponsor, perhaps in concert with Rutgers Extension to keep farmers up to date on best 
practices, new technologies, and market trends. The suggestion of an agricultural 
curriculum has been included in the draft 2007 Gloucester County Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Project Inventory, which lists working with 
Gloucester County College to 1) establish a food science and food processing technology 
program, which “would complement the County’s agricultural and food processing 
industries and help ensure sustainability” and 2) create an Equine Science Associate 
Degree Program, which would “support agritourism and broaden the based of the 
agricultural industry.” Another proposed project is to invest in partnerships with the 
Rutgers Food Innovation Center, which “has the potential to benefit the food processing 
industry throughout the South Jersey Region.”65 

Businesses 

Input Suppliers and Services 
Gloucester County farmers obtain farm supplies from a number of sources in and near the 
County. The RCE in Salem County has compiled a list of service providers for the 
agricultural community, which it publishes in the “Green Pages” section of its website.66 
The listings for Gloucester and nearby counties are included in the Appendix to this 
document.  
 
Seed and chemicals – For seed supplies, many farmers use Seigers, in Mickleton; Stokes 
Seed in Vineland, Cumberland County; and Harris Seed Company in Maryland. For 
fertilizers, there’s Growmark in Swedesboro and the South Jersey Farmers Exchange in 
Woodstown, Salem County. Two major chemical companies that deal with fertilizers, 
pesticides, seed and crop consulting are Helena Chemicals in Swedesboro and 
Woodstown and UAP (United Ag Products) in Malaga. Lee Rain, just over the County 
border in Vineland, Cumberland County, and Elmer, Salem County, has a large sales 
force that services irrigation needs. 
 
For equipment and repairs, Peach Country Ford Tractor in Glassboro supplies most of 
the nursery and tree fruit industry. Pole Tavern Equipment, a major John Deere dealer 
and Farm Rite, a Case International dealer are both located in Elmer, Salem County. 
Most farmers do their own minor repairs and maintenance, but if it’s something they 
cannot handle, the dealers are fairly close by. (Michelle Infante-Casella) 
 
Feed and hay supplies for livestock and equine often come from the farm itself or from 
other farms in the County. In its 2006 Directory of Facilities,67 the NJDA New Jersey 
Equine Advisory Board offers three listings in Gloucester County for saddle shops and 
feed supply: Garoppo’s Feed & Animal Supply, Newfield; Horse’n Around Tack Shop, 
Sewell; and Sparkle Horse Supplies, Mantua. Horse’n Around is also listed in the Guide 
to Gloucester County Farm Products. On the Salem RCE Green Pages, one large animal 
vet is listed for Gloucester County, in Mickleton, two in Woodstown, Salem County, and 
three more in Alloway, Penns Grove and Norma, Salem County, and the 2006 Directory 
of [Equine] Facilities lists six equine practitioners in the County.  
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Two Gloucester County operations are listed on the Jersey Grown website as certified 
suppliers of nursery product and the New Jersey Nursery & Landscape Association’s 
“Grow New Jersey” locator map lists 15 growers and retail establishments in Gloucester 
County.  

Product Distributors and Processors 
Field and forage crops – Hay and other forage crops are generally sold locally, to other 
farms and equine operations, to landscapers, nurseries and farmstands as baled straw, or 
kept for the farmer’s own livestock and other uses. About 80% of the hay that’s grown in 
the County stays in the County; the rest goes to neighboring counties, except for a small 
amount of round bales, which go to Kennett Square in Pennsylvania for mushroom 
compost. Most farmers sell directly from the farm. 
 
The large growers of grain crops such as corn and soybeans contract to price with Perdue, 
trucking their product to a drop-off station in Bridgeton, Cumberland County. Operations 
with a larger inventory of livestock, of which there are five in the County, generally grow 
their own feed, but some grain crops are also sold locally to small farmers with a few 
animals. (Michelle Infante-Casella)68 
 
Produce – One farmer in the County has a processing operation, and a commercial 
operation for processing peppers, one of the largest crops, is located in Swedesboro, but 
the majority of the product goes to the Vineland Produce Auction in Cumberland County 
for processing and marketing. Approximately 20% of produce is transported to brokers at 
the Philadelphia Terminal Market; and a small percentage (5% to 8%) is sent to the 
Bronx Terminal in New York. Several growers ship and market their own produce up and 
down the East Coast, sending out wholesale tractor-trailer loads of product to large chain 
stores, and one or two work with East Coast Growers in Cumberland County, which 
markets as far away as Kansas. At least one grower, Schober Orchards, retails product at 
four community markets, Woodbury, Gloucester; West Cape May, Cape May; 
Collingswood, Camden; and Lansdowne, PA, plus their home market. There is also a 
freezing house, Seabrook Brothers, in Salem County. (Michelle Infante-Casella) Some of 
the larger peach growers belong to the New Jersey Peach Promotion Council, which 
helps connect buyers and merchandisers with growers and shippers. Several have 
hydrocooled storage facilities and ship directly to buyers.69  
 
Livestock – For livestock sales, there’s Cowtown, in Pilesgrove, Salem County.  

Anticipated Agricultural Trends 

Product Demand 
From a historical perspective, livestock sales declined in 2002 back to 1987 levels. 
However, crop sales, representing the overwhelming majority of total agriculture sales in 
the County, have increased by almost $20 million, or 47%. Vegetables represented 43% 
of all crop sales, followed by nursery, greenhouse and sod at with 35% and fruit at 18%. 
Looking forward, these three segments of the agricultural industry should continue to be 
healthy and viable sectors since they serve the needs of the burgeoning population of 
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homes and businesses in the greater Philadelphia metropolitan area and in the State of 
New Jersey that make use of these products and services.  
 
Value-added products can bring additional income to farms involved in direct marketing 
through farmstands and websites. Direct marketers can capitalize on the advantages of 
selling at retail rather than wholesale, selling from their own location rather than having 
to pay transport costs, and of generating additional income by developing value-added 
products such as pies, cheeses, jams, honey, and other products that serve the increasing 
numbers of customers who want the advantages of ready-made and the appeal of items 
“home made” by someone else. 
 
If biofuel processing becomes a reality in New Jersey, this should serve the County well, 
since it would serve as an additional outlet for the grain sector.  
 
Hay farms and yield both show a significant rise in recent years, perhaps because it is a 
permanent, low-intensity crop that requires little in the way of fertilizers or irrigation. 
Growers may find additional outlets in the nursery sector and in the growing equine 
sector. The opening of DREAM Park also could bring economic benefits not only to the 
agricultural sector but to overall tourism in the County.  
 
The livestock sector has seen declines in overall inventory numbers, but sheep and goat 
inventory appears to be increasing. Sheep and goats may offer the advantages of value-
added marketing opportunities, in the form of goat cheese and products made from 
sheep’s wool. Another opportunity for expansion may be in the area of supplying goat 
meat, which has seen a rise in demand in New Jersey due to the growing ethnic 
populations. Another avenue for diversifying in this sector is to look into exotic animals, 
which are marketable from an agritourism perspective as part of “looking” or “petting” 
zoos and whose byproducts, such as alpaca fur, can provide value-added direct marketing 
products, e.g., the sheared wool itself or clothing and other products made from that 
wool.  
 
Increased demand for organic products may encourage farmers to adopt more natural 
farming methods. Since federal certification requires a three-year commitment, many 
farmers may lean toward “natural” rather than strictly organic processes, such as grass-
fed beef raised without hormones or antibiotics and food crops that use natural farming 
methods. Already there is at least one farm in Gloucester County that uses natural or 
organic methods for its produce crops but is not certified. 
 
Another avenue to explore is to determine the viability of increasing wine production in 
the County to supply the state’s growing wine industry, and to capitalize on opportunities 
for agritourism through wine tastings and other special events. 
 
Other avenues to explore include: 

• Changing the Farm Operation’s Mix of Products 
o Consider using FinPac, a computer program that allows the operator to enter 

his/her production and expense data, then try various alternatives to achieve 
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more profitability; many participants are surprised that what previously 
appeared to be the logical choice is not the most effective; some have saved 
thousands of dollars by acting on the analysis. The County could seek funding 
to underwrite the cost of a one- or two-day workshop for up to eight farmers, 
which could be hosted at the Gloucester County RCE complex. Contact: Dave 
Lee, Salem County RCE, 856-769-0090. 

o Consider new crop opportunities being promoted/researched by the NJDA, the 
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station and the New Jersey Farm 
Bureau: tree nut crops, organic or low input produce or meat products, 
aquaculture, biotechnical and pharmaceutical use of farm products or animals 
(this concept should be introduced to the Department of Economic 
Development), and ethanol production (the construction of an ethanol plant in 
New Jersey is being actively pursued by a working group that includes the 
state and the Farm Bureau and is a project being considered by the County 
Office of Economic Development in their 2007 Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategies). 

• Value-adding 
o Marketing livestock as dressed meat on a retail basis; and  
o Fresh herbs, sold at retail, in bunches or as potted plants. 

• Economic Development through Preservation – Selling a development right is 
cashing in a non-performing asset which can create new options for the farm, 
including transferring property to the next generation, creating new markets, 
improving the existing operation, or expanding into new ones; a farmer might, for 
example, use the money from the sale of easements to carry the farm through the 
three-year period needed to certify for organic production; or a farmer might use 
the funds to change a dairy operation to grass-fed, increase vegetable production 
or build a farmstand for direct marketing. 

• Agricultural Enterprise District (AED) – This concept began in Cumberland 
County and is included in the Cumberland County Farmland Preservation Plan as 
a potential preservation mechanism. Modeled after Urban Enterprise Zones, the 
AED provides economic development advantages, particularly to preserved farms 
and uses taxes from farmland assessed land to seed the formation of an economic 
development corporation and development of a program. It can be created by a 
County or a municipality and is designed by farmers, run by farmers, and 
provides a mechanism to do specially conceived agricultural economic 
development. The list of resources and benefits is developed through the 
identification of needs by the full agricultural community. Currently, a regional 
partnership (Tri-County Agriculture Retention Partnership) has proposed to 
undertake a Pilot Agricultural Enterprise District (PAED) project whose goal is to 
encourage the State of New Jersey Legislature and Governor to enact legislation 
creating a PAED designed to retain and enhance the agricultural economy and 
resources, farmland and farmers in Gloucester, Salem and Cumberland 
Counties.70 The PAED concept has been formally supported by the Cumberland 
and Salem CADBs and Boards of Agriculture. However, at the present time, the 
Gloucester CADB has passed a resolution not to endorse the PAED, which it feels 
is too conceptual as this point, but does not dismiss it as a possibility for the 
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future, with further consideration given to administrative and management issues 
of staffing, funding of the oversight organization(s).71  

Market Location 
Certainly from a market location perspective Gloucester County is in a strong position. 
It’s the sixth fastest growing County in New Jersey and is considered part of the 
metropolitan Philadelphia area. It’s mean household income in 2004 was $59,516, higher 
than the state median of $57,338. Population increased 10.3% between Apri1 1, 2000 and 
July 2, 2006, to 282,031.72 In 2006, the County Freeholders adopted a budget that 
reflected a 5.1 cent tax rate decrease, making it the lowest tax rate in the County since 
1967. According to Freeholder Director Stephen Sweeney, the freeholders dedication to 
stabilizing the tax rate has “generated success in job creation and economic 
development…and is a direct reflection on our ability to promote Gloucester County’s 
attributes to business, industry and new residents while preserving our land and 
improving the quality of life.”73 Plans are afoot to develop port facilities in Paulsboro, 
“the most distressed of Gloucester County’s municipalities.”74 An added strategy is to 
expand the infrastructure to enhance water to land freight transfer. This could certainly 
aid the agricultural sector by opening up alternative outlets through expanding 
transportation alternatives for shipping products. 

Agricultural Support Needs 

The American Farmland Trust considers a full time agricultural economic development 
effort within a farmland preservation program essential to ensure the viability of farm 
operations into the future, finding ways to assist farmers to diversify, change crops, 
develop business plans and help them incorporate new or value-added crops and direct 
marketing, encouraging the continued development of agritourism and focusing on ways 
to reduce the costs of production. Fortunately, in New Jersey the state and the RCE are 
actively involved in this process and, often times, the role of the Freeholders, CADB and 
OLP may be to find ways to bring farmers together with resources, to get the word out 
that help and alternatives are available.  

Agricultural Facilities and Infrastructure 
Perhaps the infrastructure the farmers most need is on the regulatory and technical 
assistance side: municipalities, residents and consumers that look favorably on 
agriculture and understand the economic and quality of life advantages it brings to the 
County; municipal support through flexible land use regulations and ordinances that take 
into consideration the special needs of the agricultural operations; and help with financial 
and planning matters through workshops and other educational and counseling services 
provided by the state, RCE, the CADB and the federal government. One avenue that 
could be pursued by the Gloucester County Department of Economic Development is to 
consider the possibility of agricultural suppliers to the Life Sciences Industry, a sector 
that the County is trying to attract through the development of technology and business 
parks (CEDS Project Inventory). Another issue of utmost importance to the viability of 
agriculture in the County is for government at all levels to work together to find solutions 
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that will ensure adequate water resources to meet the needs of County farmers now and in 
the future. 

Flexible Land Use Regulations 
State level – The 2006 Agricultural Smart Growth Plan for New Jersey, prepared by the 
NJDA, identified flexibility in government regulation as an important component relative 
to farm viability. (Agricultural Smart Growth Plan 2006) The Gloucester County 
agriculture community, working with the NJDA, and through advocacy groups such as 
the New Jersey Farm Bureau and Gloucester County Board of Agriculture, can ensure 
regulatory flexibility to the greatest extent possible. Examples where regulatory 
flexibility is important are the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s 
Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act Rules” (N.J.A.C. 7:7A-et. seq.), which grant 
exemptions for agricultural activities, and the Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules 
(N.J.A.C. 7:13). The latter, when readopted, should include numerous agricultural 
permits-by rule and general permits, which would allow the continuation of agriculture 
activities in otherwise regulated areas. 
 
Municipal level – The County can work with local municipalities toward understanding 
the importance of agriculture to the economy of the County and the importance of an 
agriculture-friendly environment at the municipal level in support of the agricultural 
sector of the community. Right to Farm, accommodations for agricultural vehicle 
movement, and building an awareness of and provisions supportive of agriculture into 
municipal master plans and zoning ordinances go a long way towards the kind of support 
agriculture needs in order to be an economically viable sector.  
 
Other areas where municipal sensitivity to the land use needs of agriculture can be 
helpful include consideration of the following issues when creating municipal ordinances 
and regulations: 
 

• Setting specific buffer standards for non-farm development adjacent to working 
farms that help to limit trespassing and littering and also protect the residential 
landowner from dust and spray materials spread during farming activities, thus 
minimizing potential Right to Farm conflicts; 

• Code or ordinance provisions requiring developers to notify purchasers of the 
proximate existence of active agriculture; 

• Exemptions for certain farm structures from building height restrictions; 
• Allowing additional principal dwelling units on farms in order to meet the needs 

of farmers for additional housing for their children or for farm managers; 
• Exemptions from setback requirements when farmers seek to expand an existing 

nonconforming structure; 
• Flexible fencing ordinances that make allowances for types of fencing on farms 

that might not be desirable in residential zones, in consideration of the farmers 
needs to prevent wildlife damage; and 

• Construction fee reduction for agricultural buildings. 
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Planning and zoning to maintain and enhance agricultural viability is critical to 
preserving both farmland and agricultural operations. Toward this end, the SADC 
website includes a link to a checklist communities can use to rate themselves, called “Is 
Your Town Farm Friendly?” developed by The New Hampshire Coalition.75 

Agriculture Representation in Economic Development Organizations 
The following Gloucester County organizations deal with issues of economic 
development: 
 

• Gloucester County Board of Freeholders – the Board has recognized that 
agriculture remains a major industry in the County and that the window to 
preserve this way of life is rapidly closing. Deputy Director Robert M. 
Damminger oversees the OLP, the CADB and the RCE and Director Stephen 
Sweeney is a driving force behind the creation of the equestrian DREAM Park. 
“Our farmers want to farm,” notes Damminger, “they don’t want to be bought out 
by developers. Our program allows our farmers to continue making Gloucester 
County the agricultural leader in New Jersey.”76  

• Department of Economic Development – Current support includes a website that 
includes references to the County’s Agricultural Products. The Department is also 
involved in drafting a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 
that includes several projects targeted to support the agricultural sector, including 
investing in alternative energy development such as ethanol, establishing a food 
science and food processing technology program at Gloucester County College 
(GCC), creating an Equine Science Associate Degree Program at GCC, and 
investing in partnerships with the Rutgers Food Innovation Center (to benefit the 
food processing industry) and developing a port at Paulsboro. While there is no 
designated staff person at the Department with responsibility economic 
development issues relating to agriculture, the Department coordinates with both 
the OLP and the RCE when addressing such issues. 

Agricultural Support Implementation  

Some suggestions for future agricultural support have been sprinkled through this chapter 
and document, including workshops and other educational opportunities at the state and 
County level that may require funding through the many grant opportunities available 
from state and federal programs. In addition, unlike in some other areas of New Jersey, 
Gloucester County farmers have access to a healthy amount of support services as 
sources of supply to their operations and as outlets for their product.   
 
Economic development in Gloucester County as it relates to agricultural viability and 
visibility has been and will be effected mainly through coordination between the Office 
of Economic Development and the Rutgers Cooperative Extension, with input and 
inspiration from the County Board of Freeholders and the Office of Land Preservation. 
Recently, the Freeholders have been instrumental in the development of DREAM park, 
the new equestrian facility that will bring visibility to this sector of the agricultural 
community, and several regional partnerships are working towards the preservation not 
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only of agricultural lands but of agriculture as an industry. In addition, the County Office 
of Economic Development is clearly considering agricultural vitality and viability as one 
of its concerns and goals, as evidenced in the draft Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategies, which includes recommendations for: 
 

2007 Gloucester County CEDS Project Inventory78 - Agriculture Related Projects 
Proposed Project Economic Benefits 
Invest in Alternative Energy Development 
such as ethanol, liquified natural gas 
(LNG), and other clean energy options 

Clean energy options, including a new 
ethanol plant in Gloucester County would 
not only provide alternative energy, but 
would also be an investment in the 
agricultural economy that is so important to 
the County. 

Invest in the development of the DREAM 
Park – the Delaware River Equestrian 
Agricultural and Marine Park in Logan 
Township. 

The equine industry is a growing aspect of 
Gloucester County agriculture. An equine 
park would provide an outlet for both 
tourists, breeders, and recreationalists to 
interact with the animals, trainers, and 
other professionals in the field. 

Promote a Countywide Transfer of 
Development Rights Program 

A Countywide TDR Program would 
provide many opportunities to develop and 
redevelop the County while maintaining 
the County’s historic landscapes and 
agricultural base. 

Establish a food science and food 
processing technology program at 
Gloucester County College 

Such a program would complement the 
County’s agricultural and food processing 
industries and help ensure sustainability. 

Create an Equine Science Associate Degree 
Program at Gloucester County College. 

This project will enhance the College’s 
support of agribusiness in the County. 

Invest in partnerships with the Rutgers 
Food Innovation Center. 

The Rutgers Food Innovation Center has 
the potential to benefit the food processing 
industry throughout the South Jersey 
Region and enhance a traditional sector of 
the area’s industrial base. 

Provide ongoing support for Farm Markets Promoting agritourism is one of the 
County’s primary objectives and a way to 
build its tourism base. 
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CHAPTER 7: NATURAL RESOURCE 
CONSERVATION 

 
 
Preservation of farmland is the cornerstone of the New Jersey Department of 
Agriculture’s (NJDA) Agricultural Smart Growth Plan, and the State and County’s 
Farmland Preservation Program. However, there is more to farmland preservation than 
the retirement of development rights or the outright purchase of farms. One of the 
cornerstones of a successful, long term Farmland Preservation Program is the 
conservation of natural resources on farms, without which the long term sustainability 
and viability of New Jersey’s preserved farmland would be in doubt. The Gloucester 
County Agriculture Development Board (CADB) and Office of Land Preservation (OLP) 
recognize the conservation of these natural resources as a long term goal, and a necessary 
part of farmland preservation. When monitoring preserved farms, the OLP takes 
advantage of the opportunity to discuss the importance of natural resource conservation 
and the organizations and programs available to help achieve this goal 
 
Natural Resource Protection Agencies 

There are numerous entities, both public and private, that administer, fund and provide 
technical guidance for Gloucester County farmers relative to natural resource 
conservation. These entities are in place to assist farmers with natural resource 
conservation issues and to assist in the management of the land and water upon which 
their farms depend. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

An important partner in support of natural resource conservation for the agricultural 
community is the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). The NRCS “provides assistance to private land owners 
[including farmers] in the conservation and management of their soil, water, and other 
natural resources. Local, state and federal agencies and policymakers also rely on [its] 
expertise.” The NRCS can provide technical assistance suited to the natural resource 
issues that are specific to a farmer’s needs, with ample opportunity for cost shares and 
financial incentives for conservation programs such as the Wildlife Habitat Incentive 
Program (WHIP) and Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) (both discussed 
later in this chapter). (Information For Farmers)1 
 
The local NRCS office serving Gloucester and Salem Counties is located at 51 Cheney 
Road, Suite 2, Woodstown, Salem County. Gloucester County farmers may contact this 
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NRCS office for technical assistance with conservation issues (see contact information 
below). NRCS personnel also will reach out directly to landowners if they know of a 
farmer who is in need of assistance or can use the guidance of the NRCS staff.  
 
The Conservation Plan is a written record of management decisions and conservation 
practices planned for the farm and larger tracts of privately held property.  The local 
NRCS office helps to prepare Conservation Plans for Gloucester County farmers. After 
soil, water, air, plant and animal resources on the property are inventoried and evaluated, 
the NRCS Soil Conservationist will review several alternatives for the landowner’s 
consideration. The alternatives the landowner chooses to implement are recorded in the 
Conservation Plan. This written plan becomes a primary tool for better management of 
the natural resources on the property and can be used to direct the landowner to available 
programs, such as the Farm Bill Programs, designed to help implement conservation on 
private lands. (Mona Peterson)2 
 
Within one year of selling their development easement, owners of preserved farms are 
required to enter into a Conservation Plan. A Conservation Plan is also required in order 
to apply for natural resource conservation programs such as the WHIP and EQIP. The 
local NRCS office administers these conservation programs, which offer financial 
incentives to support conservation projects, including riparian buffers and wildlife 
habitat. Administration of these programs includes field visits to prepare the 
Conservation Plans, preparation of program contracts, assistance with installation of 
contract conservation practices, and inspection of farms to verify contract conservation 
practices are implemented and maintained. The Gloucester County Soil Conservation 
District approves all Conservation Plans and program contracts. (Mona Peterson) 
 
The phone number for the local NRCS office is 856-769-1126, x3. The District 
Conservationist is Mona Peterson, who can be reached at mona.peterson@nj.usda.gov. 
Ms. Peterson and her staff (listed below) can be contacted by Gloucester County farmers 
for assistance, and more information on the availability of NRCS programs in the 
County. 
 
Barile, Hillary Agricultural Resource Specialist (NJDA) 856-769-1126 x227 
Brown, Dan SCD Ag Resource Specialist 856-769-1126 x242 
Gooch, Mary Program Assistant 856-769-1126 x251 
Mull, Dan Resource Conservationist 856-769-1126 x241 
Peterson, Mona District Conservationist 856-769-1126 x233 
Steager, Claire Civil Engineering Technician 856-205-1225 x232 
Stimpson, Bryan Soil Conservation Technician 856-769-1126 x243 
 
An additional resource for Gloucester County farmers is the “Field Office Technical 
Guide” (Guide), which is published by NRCS. It contains technical information detailing 
the development and implementation of soil, water, air, flora, and fauna resource 
conservation practices, and is used to develop conservation and resource management 
plans. Technical guides used in each field office are localized so that they apply 
specifically to the geographic area for which they are prepared. (eFOTG)3 These 
conservation practices improve water and soil quality, improve plant condition, and in 
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some instances can improve air quality. Conservation practices discussed in the Guide 
that are pertinent for, and used in, Gloucester County include: 
 

• Riparian buffers, including necessary buffer widths and appropriate plant species; 
• No till and minimum till practices; 
• Prescribed grazing and pasture rotation; 
• Grassed waterways;  
• Nutrient management, including manure and fertilizers; and, 
• Animal waste control, including heavy use area concrete protection pads, which 

keep animal waste off the ground, and animal waste storage facilities, both of 
which minimize manure contact with soils, groundwater and surface water. 
(Mona Peterson) 

Gloucester County Soil Conservation District 

An additional partner in the conservation of agricultural resources is the  NJDA Division 
of Agricultural and Natural Resources. Among its responsibilities, the Division 
implements natural resource conservation programs administered by the State Soil 
Conservation Committee (SSCC). These programs “provide engineering services and 
regulatory guidance to soil conservation districts, homeowners, engineers, planners and 
virtually all development activities. The Division provides technical standards applicable 
to construction and mining sites regulated by the Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Act 
program.” (NJDA Agricultural and Natural Resources)4 
 
The SSCC coordinates and supports the work of the state’s 15 local soil conservation 
districts (SCD), one of which is the Gloucester County SCD. The Gloucester County 
SCD is charged with implementing natural resource conservation and assistance 
programs and services, which include agricultural conservation planning assistance, 
agricultural conservation cost-sharing programs, application of organic materials on 
agricultural land, agricultural water supply and management, soil erosion and sediment 
control, stormwater discharge authorization, and soil surveys. (NJDA Agricultural and 
Natural Resources) To that end the SCD was responsible for implementing four major 
programs in 2006, including the Conservation Assistance Program (CAP) (Gloucester 
County SCD 2006 Annual Report)5 
 
CAP is a joint venture with NJDA and USDA-NRCS. Its goal is to promote best 
management practices (BMPs) for soil erosion and sediment control, animal waste, 
nutrient management, water quality improvement and other natural resource management 
concerns. District CAP employees work side-by-side with USDA-NRCS employees to 
assist local farmers in conserving natural resources on their farms,6 including providing 
technical and administrative support for the Federal Farm Bill Conservation Programs 
(see later in this chapter). Projects in 2006 included installing waterways to control 
erosion, upgrading irrigation systems to provide more efficient water application, and 
installing filter strips and buffer strips to improve water quality. (SCD 2006 Annual 
Report) 
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Gloucester County farmers may approach this local SCD office (as well as the local 
NRCS office) with a Request for Assistance (RFA) to apply for funds from natural 
resource conservation programs such as WHIP and EQIP. If approved, the RFA is 
forwarded to the local NRCS office in Woodstown, Salem County, for processing. The 
administration of the RFA includes preparation of a Conservation Plan and program 
contract, as previously described. The Gloucester County SCD is involved in review of 
Conservation Plans and program contracts and must give final approval to both. 
 
The Gloucester County SCD office is located at 14 Parke Place Blvd., Suite C, Sewell. 
The phone number is 856-589-5250, and the District Manager is Victor DeVasto. He can 
be reached at victor-devasto@gloucesterscd.org. The SCD Agricultural Resource 
Specialist is Dan Brown, who is located at the NRCS Woodstown Service Center in 
Salem County and can be reached at 856-769-1126 x242 or dan.brown@nj.usda.gov. 
 
Two of the issues of largest concern for Gloucester County are: 
 

• Open space that’s acquired but not managed or maintained; particularly when 
adjacent to farmlands, these overgrown land can harbor wildlife that become a 
nuisance for farmers; 

• Other development pressure, bringing more neighbors and thus more issues with 
neighbors, regarding dust, noise, trespassing on the farmers private property; and 

• Water allocation –  many farmers have gone to drip irrigation or employ other 
conservation measures to reduce water usage, but increased pressures brought on 
by the water needs of new developments in combination with many of the farms 
being located in a state-designated critical area where water usage has been 
reduced, plus the increasing difficulty in getting water allocation permits at the 
DEP level makes getting the water necessary to farm a serious issue for many 
Gloucester County farmers.7 
(Victor DeVasto and Dan Brown) 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Gloucester County 

The Rutgers Cooperative Extension (RCE) of Gloucester County, established in 1917, 
provides both field and technical research that is focused on BMPs for farmers, to ensure 
the long term viability of both the agricultural economy and the natural resources upon 
which it is based. 
 
Relative to natural resource conservation, the RCE offers Agriculture and Natural 
Resource Management, under which RCE personnel implement programs, conduct 
research and offer technical assistance and education on the subjects of field crops, fruit, 
vegetables, nursery and landscaping, home horticulture and natural resources. (N.J. 
Agricultural Experiment Station)8 Staff members offer programs that are, among other 
things, designed to reduce environmental impact. Their goal is “to preserve farmland and 
farmers, as well as the natural resources they manage.” One example is the Fruit 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program that saves growers money and reduces 
pesticide use, for a healthier environment. In 2006, more than 1,300 acres of tree fruit 
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were enrolled in the program and field scouting impacted over 2,700 acres for 17 
growers, representing 18% of the peach and apple acreage in Gloucester County. The 
program saves up to $80 an acre by substituting mating disruption for insecticide 
application. A second example is the Vegetable IPM Program, which services five 
Gloucester County farms, helping to reduce pesticide sprays on 420 acres. A 
demonstration project affecting butternut squash production, which saved farmers 65% in 
pesticide costs, was presented at two grower meetings, resulting in increased usage of the 
methodology. (SCD 2006 Annual Report)9  
 
The RCE of Gloucester County is located in the Offices of Government Services, 1200 
N. Delsea Drive, Clayton. Extension agents include Jerome Frecon, Agricultural Agent, 
specializing in fruit trees and nursery; Michelle Infante-Casella, Agricultural Agent, 
specializing in vegetables and field crops; Mary Cummings, Program Associate, 
Agriculture and Resource Management; and David Schmitt, Program Associate, Fruit 
Integrated Pest Management. They may be contacted by email at 
goucester@rce.rutgers.edu or by phone at 856-307-6450 with any questions or concerns, 
or for information on educational programs or services. David Lee, of the Salem County 
RCE at 51 Cheney Road in Woodstown, provides assistance to Gloucester County in the 
areas of livestock and dairy.10 He can be reached at 856-769-0090 or 
dlee@njaes.rutgers.edu.  
 
The SSCC, NRCS, Gloucester County SCD, and Rutgers Cooperative Extension (RCE) 
of Gloucester County, are part of the New Jersey Conservation Partnership. This 
partnership of agencies strives to further soil and natural resource conservation efforts.11 
(National Resources Conservation Service) 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)’s Division of Parks 
and Forestry oversees the “Private Lands Management Program.” The aim of this 
program is to foster and ensure wise stewardship and management on 1.54 million acres 
of forest lands owned by 88,700 private landowners and the retention of these lands in 
contiguous and productive forests. (Private Lands Management Program)12 This includes 
the private woodlands currently under Farmland Assessment, which totaled 394,754 acres 
in 2006. Many properties in Gloucester County that are farmland assessed include 
extensive woodland tracts. Such tracts were added as “farm products” in the 1970s, but 
there are two classifications: appurtenant (or attached) woodlands and non-appurtenant 
(or unattached) woodlands. Requirements for non-appurtenant woodland tracts are listed 
in N.J.A.C. 18:15-2.7. Properties must be utilized by the farmer as a sustainable 
“product” and require Woodland Management Plans (WMPs) in order to qualify for 
reduced local property taxes accorded properties in the farmland tax assessment program. 
(Jim Barresi)13  
 
The NJDEP’s Division of Parks and Forestry, Bureau of Forest Management (BFM), 
reviews farmland assessment applications that include WMPs prepared for farmers by 
private consultants. The BFM maintains a list of foresters approved for this purpose. 
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Once a WMP is in place, a Woodland Data Form (WD-1) must be submitted with the 
farmland assessment application yearly to certify compliance with the WMP. However, 
the NJDEP/BFM also is required to inspect each site once every three years to verify 
compliance. (Jim Barresi) Since reduced local property taxes are often critical in keeping 
active agricultural lands economically viable, the NJDEP/BFM is an important partner 
for Gloucester County’s farmland preservation efforts. 
 
Non-appurtenant woodlands are woodland acreage on a farm over and above total farmed 
acreage (tilled and pasture). For example, if 50 acres of a farm are tilled or pastured, and 
there are 125 acres of woodlands on the farm, 75 acres of woodlands would be non-
appurtenant (125 woodland acres minus 50 farmed acres). In Gloucester County in 2006 
there were 9,438 acres of non-appurtenant (or unattached) woodland acres in farmland 
assessment, down slightly from 2004 when there were 9,444 acres. (Jim Barresi) These 
figures are almost double the 5,017 acres reported in 1990. (Gloucester County 
Agricultural Profile)14  
 
Appurtenant woodlands are woodland acreage on a farm, less than or equal to, farmed 
acreage. In the preceding example, 50 of the 125 woodland acres would be appurtenant. 
Appurtenant woodland acres do not require a WMP to qualify for farmland assessment. 
(Jim Barresi) Appurtenant (or attached) woodland acreage in farmland assessment has 
steadily declined since 1983, when there were 15,204 acres. (Gloucester County 
Agricultural Profile) By 2006, this had decreased to 9,274 acres. (Jim Barresi) 
 
Also, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s Nongame and 
Endangered Species Program administers the Landowner Incentive Program (LIP). LIP 
works to improve habitat, habitat management, and habitat protection for threatened and 
endangered species on private lands, some of which are agricultural lands. The property 
must provide a suitable habitat for at risk animal species and/or federally listed plant 
species. Project durations must be for a minimum of five years, and the property owner 
contributes a minimum 25% cost share. (Landowner Incentive Program pamphlet)15  
 
In Gloucester County, Conserve Wildlife Foundation (CWF) received an LIP grant to 
provide funding for CWF’s small grants program. Five landowners, not necessarily 
farmers, have applied for LIP funding through the CWF program. Three were declined, 
one is currently deciding on whether to accept a grant offer to manage 60 acres for 
grassland habitat, and one contractor has entered into an agreement to manage a small 
wetland area. LIP was established in New Jersey in 2004 and project implementations 
began in 2005. LIP is a voluntary, competitive program. (Kim Korth)16  

USDA, Forest Service’s Forest Stewardship Program 

The United States Forest Service sponsors the Forest Stewardship Program, administered 
locally by the NJDEP’s New Jersey Forest Service. This program supports landowners 
whose property has a WMP that recognizes and manages the wetlands, wildlife, 
aesthetics, soil and water in addition to the woodlands on the property. This program, 
when fully funded, offers landowners cost-share initiatives to allow the landowners to 
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fully follow the guidelines in their WMP. In New Jersey, the state farmland tax program 
and the U.S. Forest Service program have merged to allow one planning document for the 
landowner where the stewardship plan meets the state tax code and eliminates conflicts 
between the two. Increasing enrollment of landowners in this merged state-federal 
program will ensure increased protection of the natural resources for an extended period. 
The minimum is a ten-year management plan. This does not ensure preservation of the 
land in perpetuity, but it does allow recognition of the importance of the land value and 
stewardship of the property for a longer period of time. (Forest Stewardship Program)17 
 
In Gloucester County, as of 2007 there are 7,110 acres of farmland assessed woodlands 
on 100 different properties enrolled in the Forest Stewardship Program. This has 
increased since 2003, when there were 5,280 acres on 68 properties. According to David 
Finley, Regional Forester for the Southern Region of the New Jersey Forest Service, not 
everyone in the farmland assessment program chooses to go into the FSP, so there are 
woodland managed farms in Gloucester County outside the program. In addition, while 
most of the acreage in the FSP is non-appurtenant woodland, a few participating 
properties also have appurtenant woodland. (David Finley)18 

Private Nonprofit Groups and Local Community Support 

Agriculture needs not only the broad support of state, county and local governments to 
help preserve agriculture resources, but also the help of private nonprofit groups and local 
citizens. Indeed, without their support, government programs and support for agriculture 
would fall short of what is needed to protect the natural resource base of the agricultural 
landscape. These individuals spend countless hours providing and sharing their expertise, 
as well as raising and contributing money. They are an invaluable asset for Gloucester 
County’s agricultural community and landscape, including natural resource conservation 
and stewardship. 
 
Gloucester County has the support of a variety of organizations, including the Gloucester 
County Board of Agriculture, New Jersey Farm Bureau, 4-H (including the annual 4-H 
Fair), and Future Farmers of America. 
 
Local, regional and statewide nonprofit organizations also contribute to the permanent 
protection of farmland. These groups include Morris Land Conservancy, The Nature 
Conservancy, New Jersey Audubon Society, New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
(NJCF), South Jersey Bayshore Coalition, South Jersey Land and Water Trust, and South 
Jersey Resource Conservation & Development Council. 
 
Some regional initiatives include: 
 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation (NJCF) initiatives include South Jersey’s Tri-
County Farm Belt, one of New Jersey’s most valuable agricultural communities and one 
of the Delaware Bay’s most fertile farm belts, located in Cumberland, Gloucester and 
Salem Counties. NJCF has received $2.75 million in state and federal farmland 
preservation grants to protect this vital area, where it is currently working to preserve 
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some 800 acres of agricultural lands, including farms in the Oldmans and Raccoon Creek 
watersheds in Gloucester County, home to many working family farms.19   
 
South Jersey Bayshore Coalition (SJBC) recently worked in concert with Rutgers 
University’s Center for Remote Sensing & Spatial Analysis (CRSSA) to prepare an 
extensive environmental resource inventory of South Jersey Bayshore to help with land-
use planning and developing protection strategies for the region’s exceptional resources, 
including agricultural lands.20 SJBC is a group of 17 nonprofit organizations whose 
mission is to “preserve the cultural heritage and environmental integrity of the South 
Jersey Bayshore.” Among its key issues are promoting sustainable agriculture industry, 
preserving wildlife habitat and protecting ground and surface water quality and 
quantity.21 
 
South Jersey Land and Water Trust (SJLWT) is contracted to implement the farmland 
preservation plan in Woolwich Township and currently has several prospective 
preservation projects in the farming communities of Gloucester County, including South 
Harrison, Harrison and East Greenwich. SJLWT fields questions from individual 
residents as well as assisting state, county and local entities, such as environmental 
commissions, in open space planning, farmland preservation, acquisition and 
management.22  
 
South Jersey Resource Conservation & Development Council, Inc. (SJRCDC) has set up 
a sophisticated water conservation program for farms and suburban users based on 
EvapoTranspiration values from a system of weather stations. SJRCDC is dedicated to 
promoting agricultural lands and creating wildlife habitats.23  
 
Tri-County Agricultural Retention Partnership (TARP) has proposed to undertake a pilot 
agricultural enterprise district (PAED) project whose goal is to encourage the State of 
New Jersey Legislature and Governor to enact legislation creating a PAED designed to 
retain and enhance the agricultural economy and resources, farmland and farmers in 
Gloucester, Salem and Cumberland Counties.24 TARP was initiated in 2005 by NJCF to 
better understand the issues facing farmers in Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem 
Counties. TARP is composed of farmers, government officials and academic leaders.  
 
In addition, the bi-state Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC), in 
addition to encompassing the County in its long range planning, works directly with 
various municipalities, including East Harrison, Harrison, Logan, Mantua and Woolwich, 
to help them with farmland preservation, open space and conservation design 
initiatives.25 
 
Sustainable Agriculture 

“Sustainable agriculture” can mean something different to every farmer in the agriculture 
community. The issue was first referenced in the 1990 Farm Bill, which defined it in 
terms of an integrated system of plant and animal practices having site-specific 
applications. Practices such as Integrated Pest Management (IPM), Rotational Grazing, 
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Soil Conservation, Cover Crops, Planting Riparian Buffers, Management of Agriculture 
Impervious Cover, and Crop/Landscape Diversity are some methods to help farmers 
protect the quality of the environment and conserve the resources that sustain agriculture. 
A nationwide Sustainable Agriculture and Education Report points outs that “sustainable 
agriculture” is more than a set of prescribed practices, since a “key goal is to understand 
agriculture from an ecological perspective – in terms of nutrient and energy dynamics 
and interaction of plants, animals, insects and other organisms in agri-ecosystems, and 
then balance it with profit, community and consumer needs.” (SARE 2003) 
 
Sustainable agriculture is also grounded in the premise of creating an environment that is 
supportive of agriculture as an industry by blending: 
 
 Value-added farming, through product diversity, both in terms of what is grown and 

how it is grown; 
 Innovative marketing strategies, such as buy local programs and community 

supported agriculture; and 
 Good comprehensive planning, economic development and natural conservation 

practices.  
 
Strategies in use at the local level by various Gloucester County communities include 
agriculture-friendly zoning, clustering and Transfer of Development Rights. The County 
and its municipalities also can incorporate agriculture into their economic development 
plans by engaging and integrating agriculture into traditional business-support systems 
through local Chambers, downtown district management organizations, the Gloucester 
County Department of Economic Development, the Gloucester County Chamber of 
Commerce and by creating economic development incentives to support farm-related 
businesses (see Chapter 6 for proposed initiatives). 
 
Resource Protection Programs and Funding 

2002 and 2007 Farm Bills 

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (2002 Farm Bill) is landmark 
legislation, with much of its focus on conservation funding and environmental issues. 
Conservation provisions are designed to assist farmers in being good stewards of the land 
through grants and technical assistance. Voluntary programs relevant to New Jersey, and 
Gloucester County, include the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), 
Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG), Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP), Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program (FRPP), Grassland Reserve Program 
(GRP), Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), and Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 
(WHIP). (NRCS Conservation Programs)26 These programs, administered by the local 
NRCS office in Woodstown and the Gloucester County SCD, are discussed in this 
section. The 2002 Farm Bill legislation formally ended at the end of the federal fiscal 
year on September 30, 2007. However, a continuing resolution was voted to keep the bill 
in effect pending passage of the 2007 bill. 
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As of early November 2007, the U.S. House of Representatives had passed a version of 
the 2007 Farm Bill and the Senate was debating theirs. Once passed, the two bills will be 
reconciled in a conference committee and single bill will emerge. The House and Senate 
bills have similarities and differences and the exact makeup of the final bill—how 
programs will operate and funding amounts—is difficult to predict. Some of the current 
parameters and possibilities are described below. 
 
The House and Senate Bills will most likely contain about $4 billion nationally to protect 
natural resources through conservation programs similar to those mentioned above. The 
House bill has somewhat more money than the Senate bill is likely to contain. It puts 
more funding into EQIP and FRPP (see below for program descriptions) and less into the 
Conservation Security Program (CSP), which rewards farmers in qualifying watersheds 
for producing environmental benefits on working lands, while the Senate bill is the 
reverse.27 (Jim Baird, American Farmland Trust) 
 
The Mid-Atlantic region, of which New Jersey is part, is generally underserved by 
federal farm programs, including the 2002 Farm Bill. The Northeast/Mid-Atlantic region 
receives on average less than two cents in commodity payments for every dollar in farm 
sales, in stark contrast to over fifteen cents in some mid-western and western states. With 
smaller than average farms, lower profit margins, varied crops, and development 
pressure, New Jersey has unique farm and food policy needs, which do not match other, 
larger agricultural states who receive the bulk of commodity payments. (American 
Farmland Trust)28 However, there will be a new option in the commodity payment 
system under which farmers could choose to enroll in revenue support, which would 
provide payments when projected revenues (price times yield) for specific crops are not 
met. Revenue support could make sense for Gloucester County farmers, since it would 
help specialty crops and niche markets receive their far share of commodity payments. 
(Jim Baird) 
 
The following is a synopsis of the natural resource conservation programs funded by the 
2002 Farm Bill. They are implemented by NRCS, the Gloucester County SCD, and the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA), also part of USDA. These programs are the backbone of 
natural resource conservation efforts in Gloucester County. 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) 

Through CREP and CRP, agricultural producers voluntarily retire land to protect 
environmentally sensitive areas, decrease soil erosion, provide and restore wildlife 
habitat, and protect ground and surface water. (NRCS Conservation Programs) Examples 
of conservation practices include riparian buffers and filter strips for water quality, 
grassed waterways, and contour buffer strips to reduce soil erosion. With incentive 
payments for farmers to fully implement a CREP contract, payment for this program can 
be fully funded by FSA and NJDA. Gloucester County has five current CREP contracts 
and one pending contract. (Mona Peterson) 
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Though funded with $100 million since 2004, it is reported that only $12 million of this 
has been spent, and the remaining $88 million will revert back to the federal government 
if not spent by the end of 2007 (such spending is unlikely). There may be numerous 
reasons for this sub-optimal use of CREP and CRP funding. However, one of the main 
reasons is because certain other USDA farm land payment programs require a minimum 
number of acres in active agricultural production to receive USDA payments. CREP and 
CRP acres do not count towards these “base acres,” and therefore farmers may be 
reluctant to enter in CREP or CRP since they may lose funding for the agriculture 
production programs. (John Parke, New Jersey Audubon Society) 29 

Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) 

The aim of the CIG is to stimulate the development and adoption of innovative 
conservation approaches and technologies in conjunction with agricultural production. 
Funds are awarded as competitive 50-50 match grants to non-governmental 
organizations, tribes, or individuals. (NRCS Conservation Programs) Gloucester County 
does not have a CIG. However, an example of such a grant is the 2007 CIG for precision 
agriculture awarded to the Cumberland-Salem Soil Conservation District.  

Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) 

EQIP is a conservation program in which farmers receive financial and technical 
assistance with structural and management conservation practices that address soil, water 
and grazing land concerns. (NRCS Conservation Programs) EQIP is the most widely 
used conservation program in Gloucester County, and is the most well funded of all the 
programs, receiving approximately $4 million statewide on an annual basis. Nationally, 
the 2007 Farm Bill could raise authorized EQIP funding to $1 billion. However, more 
funding is needed in the Senate bill to arrive at appropriate increases in the conference 
debate. (Jim Baird) In Gloucester County, between 2005 and 2007 there are 948 
contracted acres, with 13 active contracts. There was a decline in enrolled acreage from 
2005 to 2006, but an increase from 2006 to 2007. (Mona Peterson) 

Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program (FRPP) 

FRPP provides up to 50% matching funds to purchase development rights and 
conservation easements to keep farm and ranchland in agricultural use. The USDA does 
not work with the farmer directly30 (Janice Reid) but partners with state, tribal, or local 
governments, and non-governmental organizations. (NRCS Conservation Programs) 
Farmers accepting funds through this program must adhere to strict impervious surface 
limitations. In New Jersey, this program receives approximately $500,000 to $1 million 
annually. (Kent Hardmeyer)31 The local NRCS office prepares the Conservation Plans 
used in the Program, which is then administered by the NJDA.  To date, 210 acres in 
Gloucester County are enrolled in this program. (Janice Reid) Though the House version 
of the 2007 Farm Bill would raise authorized FRPP funding to $300 million, the Senate 
version has no increase. (Jim Baird) 
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Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) 

GRP offered landowners the opportunity to protect, restore and enhance grasslands on 
their property, which play a vital role in protecting water quality and providing wildlife 
habitat. This program was coordinated through several federal agencies. (NRCS 
Conservation Programs) There are no contracts in Gloucester County. (Mona Peterson) 
The proposed 2007 Farm Bill would provide only minimal funding for GRP. (Jim Baird) 

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 

WRP offers farmers payments for restoring and protecting wetlands on their property that 
previously had been drained for agricultural use. Wetlands help reduce flooding, filter 
pollutants from water, provide critical wildlife habitat, and protect open space. (NRCS 
Conservation Programs) There are no contracts in Gloucester County. (Mona Peterson) 

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 

WHIP provides technical and financial assistance for creating, enhancing and 
maintaining wildlife habitat. The State Technical Committee for WHIP in New Jersey 
awards project contracts for designated wildlife habitat categories. Since its inception in 
1998, WHIP has been a popular program for non-federal landowners interested in 
wildlife habitat management in New Jersey. (NRCS Conservation Programs) In 
Gloucester County, there is one completed WHIP contract, and one active contract 
covering 30 acres. (Mona Peterson) 

SADC Soil and Water Conservation Grants 

The NJDA State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) has in the past provided 
soil and water conservation grants to farms that are permanently preserved, or are 
enrolled in the eight year preservation program, with priority for preserved farms. The 
purpose of the grants and the eight year program is to protect Gloucester County 
agricultural lands from soil erosion. 
 
These grants fund soil and water conservation projects approved by the Gloucester 
County SCD, with the program administered by both the district and the local NRCS 
office in Woodstown, Salem County. Once the SCD deems the conservation project 
necessary and feasible, applications are forwarded to the New Jersey State Soil 
Conservation Committee, which recommends projects to the SADC for funding 
approvals. (Soil and Water Conservation Grants)32 Generally, 50% of the approved costs 
for a project, based on a established cost tables, are paid with grant funds. The program 
has been popular in Gloucester County, but with the reduction in funding within the last 
year, farmers are not applying. The SCD hopes the program will be refunded in 2008. 
(Dan Brown)33  It is important that a permanent source of funding be put in place in order 
to ensure that farmers can continue to participate in these beneficial programs. 
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The types of soil and water conservation projects funded by SADC include soil erosion 
and sediment control systems (terrace systems); control of farmland pollution (stream 
protection, sediment retention, erosion or water control systems; animal waste control 
facilities; and agri-chemical handling facilities), the impoundment, storage and 
management of water for agricultural purposes (diversions, water impoundment 
reservoirs, irrigation systems and drainage systems), and management of land to achieve 
maximum agricultural productivity (land shaping or grading). (Soil and Water 
Conservation Grants) 
 
Water Resources  

The Importance of the Water Resource 

The protection of water resources as they relate to agriculture and farmland preservation 
in Gloucester County cannot be overstated. Quite simply, without a consistent, plentiful, 
adequate and clean water source, agriculture cannot exist. In addition, farms are critical 
as open space areas to provide aquifer water recharge. To a certain extent, some aspects 
of ensuring clean and plentiful water can be controlled at the individual farm level. These 
include: 
 

• Minimizing the use of synthetic chemicals such as fertilizers, herbicides, 
pesticides, and fungicides so as to lessen impacts to groundwater; 

• Providing riparian buffers along watercourses, so as to protect streams from the 
above mentioned synthetic chemicals, and from soil erosion; 

• When possible, practicing organic farming methods; 
• Practicing appropriate timing of chemical application, so as to minimize its use;  
• Practicing water conservation techniques, such as drip irrigation and water re-use 

for certain types of farming where feasible, such as smaller scale vegetable and 
fruit operations. 

 
According to the SJRCDC, “one of the most critical issues facing South Jersey is a 
dwindling water supply. In the past twenty years the population of South Jersey increased 
by 22%. At the same time irrigated cropland acreage has increased by over 10%.”34 
Gloucester County has experienced only a slight rise in irrigated land between 1982 and 
2002 as reported on the US Census of Agriculture (from 10,789 acres to 11,522), and the 
number has dropped from a high of 13,664 reported in 1987. Residential building permits 
increased from 1,007 in 1980 to a high of 2,075 in 2004, but tapered off significantly in 
2006 to 1,170, probably as a result of the slow-down in the real estate market. 
(Gloucester County Agricultural Profile) Nonetheless development pressure and the 
concomitant demands on water supply, is being felt by Gloucester County farmers. 
Increased development exacerbates water supply not by increased water usage but also by 
creating more impervious surface, causing more stormwater water runoff and less 
opportunity for aquifer recharge. Lack of sufficient water recharge areas means less water 
stays in the area and more water flows away to other areas, such as the river, the bay and 
the ocean, potentially making less water available for everyone. Management of the water 
supply is a critical issue in Gloucester County. 
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Due to the increased demand for water, New Jersey designated a Critical Water Supply 
area (Critical Area No. 2) on January 15, 1993, covering portions of Burlington, Camden, 
Gloucester, Atlantic, Cumberland, Salem, Monmouth and Ocean Counties. Most of 
Gloucester County, except for the extreme western portion on the border of Salem 
County, falls within this Critical Area. Allowed water usage in the PRM aquifer within 
this area has been reduced by 22%. (see Aquifers below) (NJDEP) 
 
Gloucester County manages its stormwater by watershed rather than by municipality. As 
of December 2005, it was the only county in the state to have done so. “By coordinating 
the preparation of NJDEP required plans by each of our 24 municipalities, we will not 
only save time and money, but better control non-point source pollution to improve the 
water quality throughout Gloucester County.” In addition, the County has launched a 
website35 with information and tools for both residents and officials to understand how 
urbanization affects water supply and quality and what they can do to help. 

Water Allocation 

Obtaining access to water in Gloucester County that is adequate and necessary for 
farming is challenging in several ways:  
 Obtaining permits for new wells from the NJDEP, and then approval from 

municipalities, is becoming increasing difficult. This is a limiting factor for farmers 
who may want to diversify their operations on existing acreage from field to nursery 
crops, or who may be renting, leasing or purchasing farmland formerly used for crops 
that did not require irrigation and seeking to introduce crops that require irrigation;  

 Farmers must now file to obtain water allocations for existing water uses, estimating 
anticipated usage over a five-year period. According to the SCD 2006 Annual Report, 
there are some 249 water allocations for agriculture in the county, and the 
increasingly complex information being requested about agricultural water use is 
putting increasing demands on both the farmers and the workload of the agricultural 
support system, i.e., the RCE, the SCD and the NRCS; and 

 Farmers are competing with a growing residential base for existing water resources  
 
The NJDEP Division of Water Supply, Bureau of Water Allocation requires that an 
Agricultural Water Usage Certification or Agricultural Water Use Registration be 
obtained from the County agricultural agent “if a person has the capability to withdraw 
ground and/or surface water in excess of 100,000 gallons per day for agricultural, 
aquacultural or horticultural purposes.” In addition, because Gloucester County is in 
Critical Water Supply Area 2, the NJDEP can not issue approvals for any new or 
increased diversions from a critical area affected aquifer, “unless it involves the approval 
of a base allocation transfer pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:19-8.6 or if the diversion is used for 
an exception listed in N.J.A.C. 7:19-8.3(i)”36 (NJDEP) 
 
Gloucester County farmers must use water wisely and conserve wherever possible, but as 
an important and vital part of the County’s economy and cultural fabric, they must also 
be allocated sufficient amounts of water to operate their farming business. 
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To that end, the NJDA is working with the RCE, the NRCS, the United States Geological 
Survey, the NJDEP and the farm community to assess the water needs of agriculture and 
to assist in the development of essential and manageable rules, policies and guidelines to 
ensure an adequate water supply to meet the current and future needs of the agricultural 
industry.” (2006 Agricultural Smart Growth Plan)37 

Physical Features and Water Aquifer Supply Characteristics 

The physiographic and geologic layout of Gloucester County dictates water supply, 
availability and recharge, as well as location of agriculture. Gloucester County is located 
in the Coastal Plain of New Jersey, which underlies more than 60% of the state. It is 
primarily flat to gently rolling and, hence, is subject to flooding with wetlands located 
along its waterways. In 2001, about 27% of the County was cultivated grassland, 19% 
was wetlands and 17% upland forest.(Center for Remote Sensing and Spatial Analysis)38  

Watersheds 
Within Gloucester County there are eight watersheds, which fall into three of the 
NJDEP’s twenty watershed management areas: 
 WMA 15 – Great Egg Harbor, Tuckahoe 
 WMA 17 – Maurice, Salem, and Cohansey, and 
 WMA 18 – Lower Delaware Tributaries 

 
Six of the watersheds flow into the Delaware River: 
 Big Timber Creek watershed 
 Woodbury Creek watershed 
 Mantua Creek watershed 
 Repaupo Creek watershed 
 Raccoon Creek watershed, and 
 Oldmans Creek watershed. 

 
The remaining two, which are in the southern part of the County, encompass the 
headwaters of two large river systems and occupy 131.6 square miles, or 39.2% of the 
County’s land area. They are: 
 
 Great Egg Harbor watershed, which flows southeast into the Atlantic Ocean, and 
 Maurice River watershed, which flows south into Delaware Bay. 

 
Both the Great Egg Harbor River and the Maurice River have been classified by the U.S. 
National Park Service as National Scenic and Recreational Rivers, which makes it all the 
more important to protect their waters. (GCIA) 

Aquifers 
The geology of Gloucester County resembles a “tilted layer cake,” with different layers, 
or strata, of gravels, sands, silts and clays.” The saturated gravel and sand layers have 
large pore spaces, promoting permeability; these are the aquifers from which water is 
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drawn through wells. The less permeable silt and clay layers, which impede the 
movement of water, are confining beds, or layers. When confining layers overlay the 
more permeable layers they protect aquifers from contamination that might seep down 
into the groundwater from the land surface.” (Gloucester County Improvement Authority 
[GCIA])39 
 
Three major aquifers serve Gloucester County, the Potomac–Raritan–Magothy (PRM) to 
the north, followed by the Mount Laurel–Wenonah (MLW), and then the Kirkwood–
Cohansey. The first two are confined aquifers, with layers of less permeable material silt 
and clay generally isolating the water-bearing layers from each other. The PRM yields 
the most water of the three aquifers, but the state has mandated reduced usage for this 
aquifer. It is the primary water supply for industrial and commercial operations that 
service residents near the Delaware River. The MLW, in central Gloucester County, has 
seen increased use as an alternative to the PRM and yields of private wells that tap the 
MLW have declined as a result. Large agricultural areas in Woolwich, East Greenwich 
and Harrison Townships rely on the MLW for irrigation water. The Kirkwood–Cohansey 
outcrop covers a large portion of southern Gloucester County, and the aquifer is close to 
the surface in its eastern sector. Because it is unconfined, rainwater can get into it easily 
and re-supply (recharge) the aquifer. This also makes it more vulnerable to surface 
contamination. (GCIA) (See Chapter 1 for more detailed discussion.)  
 
As more development occurs, the increased impervious surfaces prevents waterfall from 
soaking into the ground, causing more runoff into the streams and rivers of the watershed 
and diminishing the capacities of the area’s aquifers to recharge. Since the aquifers 
provide both the residential and agricultural water supplies, they are essential to all 
aspects of life in Gloucester County, making it important to balance development with 
capacity of the natural resources to serve the area’s needs now and in the future.  
 
In the County’s rural areas, where private wells and agriculture water diversions are 
common, the protection of aquifers and their recharge areas is “particularly important 
since these are often depending on ground water recharge.” (1997 Farmland Preservation 
Study) 

Water Conservation Strategies 

An adequate water supply is important to successful agriculture operations in Gloucester 
County. Droughts in recent years have highlighted the precarious nature of the agriculture 
(and general) water supply, and the need for water conservation systems and regimens.  
 
The SADC, through its Agricultural Smart Growth Plan, encourages farmers to “… work 
to accelerate the use of efficient water conservation technologies, such as drip irrigation, 
and identify and promote new and efficient methods to conduct water distribution on 
farms, utilizing farm ponds and water reuse options.” (2006 Agricultural Smart Growth 
Plan) 
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The dominant field crops in Gloucester County are soybeans, hay and wheat. These crops 
rely on rain and some groundwater for water needs, and as such, water conservation 
strategies are difficult to implement. Vegetables, fruit (especially peaches) and nursery 
also represent strong contributors to the County’s agricultural economy. With nursery and 
greenhouse, sod, and vegetable farming, it is possible to implement conservation 
strategies such as drip irrigation, or watering crops in the cooler parts of the day so as to 
minimize evaporation. Many farmers in Gloucester County have turned to drip irrigation 
and some have made use of a new pumping system engine that reduces water use. (Victor 
DeVasto) 
 
The RCE and the SCD can encourage more farmers to consider conversion from 
traditional overhead irrigation, or traveling gun, systems to drip or center pivot systems. 
The same amount of water applied using the three systems, say 100,000 gallons per day, 
or 70 gallons per minute (the level at which permitting is required), would cover 15 acres 
using drip irrigation, 14 acres using a center pivot and 10 acres using a traveling gun. The 
efficiency ratings for the three systems are 90%, 85% and 60% respectively. (Dan 
Brown)  
 
The RCE distributes a bulletin from the NJ Agricultural Experiment Station, “Irrigation 
Management Options for Containerized-Grown Nursery Crops.” It includes tips for 
maximizing irrigation efficiency, such as optimizing irrigation scheduling, selecting 
appropriate growing mediums, planning and installing irrigation systems that provide 
efficient water use, managing stormwater runoff, and collecting and recycling irrigation 
water.40 Some of the more progressive farmers in the County have turned to 
containerization, which is a very intensive way of growing crops and trees. One such 
farmer has implemented a sophisticated water recovery system. Water re-use may also be 
an option in other types of operations. (Jerome Frecon) 
 
For livestock, floats and timers in watering troughs can conserve water by negating the 
need for constantly running water to keep troughs full. 
 
The nonprofit South Jersey Resource Conservation & Development Council, Inc. 
(SJRCDC), developed an innovative program called R.I.S.E. (Resource Information 
Serving Everyone) that farmers may use. The program is based on a network of 20 
weather stations installed throughout South Jersey that record temperature, wind speed 
and direction, rainfall, relative humidity, and solar radiation. Subscribers to the network 
receive this information daily to assist with irrigation water scheduling, pest 
management, stormwater modeling and water company pumping. The first station in a 
20-station network now covering eight counties was installed in Bethel Mill Park in 
Gloucester County in 1993. There are also stations in South Harrison Township and 
Piney Hollow. As an example of what can be accomplished, United Water of Toms River 
has reduced water usage by close to one half million gallons per day through the use of 
this system. (SJRCDC)41 
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Waste Management and Recycling 

Management of livestock waste has serious implications for the quality of ground and 
surface waters. Unchecked, or poorly managed, these wastes can cause serious water 
quality problems by the introduction of unwanted microorganisms into natural systems. 
Poor management of animal waste also can cause disease among farm animals. Proper 
animal waste management not only is required but also is a sign of good environmental 
stewardship, as is recycling of farm by-products whenever possible. 
 
Livestock farmers in Gloucester County may opt to participate in SCD/NRCS 
conservation programs that cost share the creation of animal waste facilities on their 
farms. By building these temporary holding tanks, usually concrete, the farmer 
accomplishes two purposes: preventing the waste from mixing with runoff and polluting 
streams and other water bodies and providing a ready source of manure or fertilizer for 
farm fields. When convenient, the waste can be removed from the temporary storage 
facilities and applied to the fields, following best management practices (BMPs). (Dave 
Brown) 

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs), Animal Feeding Operations 
(AFOs) & Self Certified Plans 

CAFOs and AFOs have the potential to cause water pollution through the collection of 
large amounts of animal waste in relatively small areas. Mismanagement of the animal 
waste has the potential to cause soil and groundwater contamination via introduction of 
the bacteria, fecal coliform, a known contaminant from animal farming operations. 
Proper management is essential.  
 
Since 1972, the federal Clean Water Act has identified concentrated animal feeding 
operations (CAFOs) as “point sources” of pollution, which are prohibited from 
discharging pollutants into the nation’s waterways without a permit.42 (NJDEP 
Compliance Update) CAFOs can be generally defined as animal feeding operations that 
have more than 1,000 animal units (one unit equals 1,000 pounds of body weight) or that 
have more than 300 animal units and directly discharge pollutants into state waterways 
either through a manmade ditch, flushing system or other similar manmade device or as a 
result of water passing over, across or through the facility or having direct contact with 
confined animals.43 
 
The NJDEP has outlined a statewide strategy to manage and regulate these animal 
feeding operations. The strategy calls for NJDEP to administer CAFO permits, and 
NJDA to administer the appropriate measures for AFOs and self certification plans. 
(2006 Agricultural Smart Growth Plan)  These measures require development and 
implementation of comprehensive waste management plans, utilizing “animal waste 
standards,” slated by NJDA for proposal in late 2007. (Monique Purcell)44 The strategy 
emphasizes the use of cost-effective voluntary measures, limiting the need for permits. 
(2006 Agricultural Smart Growth Plan) Once the NJDA adopts these animal waste 
standards, farms will be required to have waste management plans to ensure that animal 
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wastes are properly managed. In addition, any livestock operation receiving EQIP funds 
must have a waste management plan. Self certified waste management plans will be 
coordinated through the RCE, unless otherwise specified in the aforementioned “animal 
waste standards.” 
 
Currently, stormwater permitting for these operations is implemented through the New 
Jersey Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NJPDES) general permit (NJ0139631) 
according to NJPDES Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:14A-2.13).45 The permit authorizes new and 
existing discharges from CAFOs, designated AFOS and any AFO that voluntarily 
submits a request for authorization. The NJDA, State Soil Conservation Committee, 
NRCS and SCDs have partnered with NJDEP to implement the general permit as part of 
a statewide strategy to control pollution from CAFOs. (New Jersey Discharger)46  

Recycling 

The Gloucester County Improvement Authority (GCIA) has limited specific recycling 
opportunities specifically related to agriculture. It does accept agricultural plastics at its 
landfill, but not as a recycling operation. There are currently no plans to implement an 
agricultural plastics recycling program in the County. However, because of its close 
proximity, many Gloucester County farmers make use of the Cumberland County 
Improvement Authority’s agricultural plastics recycling facility at the Cumberland 
County Solid Waste Complex in Deerfield. This facility is open to all New Jersey farmers 
and accepts collections year round. There is another agricultural plastics recyling facility 
in Maryland. According to the New Jersey Agriculture 2006 Annual Report, Agricultural 
Statistics, “In 2006, growers sold almost 400,000 pounds of used greenhouse film, 
nursery pots, plug trays and flats directly to a plastics recycler in Maryland.47 Instead of 
paying almost $15,000 in landfill tipping fees, growers were able to generate almost 
$8,000 in revenue by selling directly to the plastics firm.” (Agriculture 2006 Annual 
Report)48  
 
The County has held a tire amnesty program each year since 2001 and the GCIA’s Office 
of Recycling will work with farmers one on one to facilitate the process. Farmers 
traditionally use tires to hold down their plastic tarpings, but due to the need for mosquito 
control, the NJDEP determined that the tires pose a threat. The GCIA has worked 
specifically with the farmers in regard to stockpiled tires, but not all farms have depleted 
their stockpiles. In March 2007, Tire Amnesty Month, County farmers could dispose of 
up to 25 passenger car and pick-up tires at no cost. Appointments could be scheduled for 
larger loads. The GCIA contracted with a company to grind the tires, which were to be 
used for a variety of landfill construction projects. Since the program began, more than 
132,350 tires have been recycled. (2007 Recycling Guide) 49 
 
The landfill also schedules hazardous waste dates specifically for farmers, as 
opportunities to dispose of pesticides and, again, the Office of Recycling will work with 
farmers on a one-to-one basis to facilitate the process. Plus, they have a convenience 
center for types 10 and 13 household non-hazardous construction and demotion debris 
where County residents, including farmers, can dispose of their materials.50 
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For household special waste (HSW), the GCIA/Office of Recycling sponsored eight 
collection days for residents (commercial businesses prohibited), one of the largest 
programs in New Jersey. The collected materials are recycled and reused (e.g., batteries, 
motor oil, gas cylinders) or disposed of in an environmentally sound manner (e.g., 
solvents, fertilizers, weed killers, pesticides). (2007 Recycling Guide) In addition, the 
landfill is open one Saturday a month through the spring, summer and fall. (Ken 
Atkinson) 
 
Some counties accept household waste in their landfills and use the resulting methane to 
generate power. However, the Gloucester County landfill does not take household waste, 
which goes instead to a resource recovery facility (Ken Atkinson). 
 
On-farm recycling is, of course, an important consideration too, and can include 
composting, recycling of leaves on the property, using the culled product from vegetable 
harvesting and other food waste to feed the soils or animals, and collecting animal waste 
in temporary waste containers (to prevent it from polluting runoff into water bodies) and 
using it as fertilizer. (Jerome Frecon/Dan Brown) 
 
Energy Conservation 
Energy conservation makes economic sense for Gloucester County’s agriculture 
businesses. The less energy a farmer uses, the less money spent on energy, and the more 
money that can be invested elsewhere, or realized as profit. However, energy 
conservation and the use of alternate technologies also make environmental sense. They 
help keep the air, water and soil clean, and minimize or eliminate further pollution to 
these critical agricultural resources. Also, with the impending threat of global warming 
due to excessive carbon dioxide emissions into the atmosphere, energy conservation and 
the use of alternate energy sources can help to slow this warming trend. 
 
The GCIA, in concert with the Office of Land Preservation, the Rutgers Cooperative 
Extension and the Natural Resource Conservation Service, can reach out to the farm 
community and work with the State Department of Agriculture and industry experts to 
address questions regarding energy usage, methods to reduce energy consumption and 
other energy-related strategies. There are also a number of promising alternatives ranging 
from solar to wind turbines, that provide farmers a balance of economic and 
environmental benefits. Identifying which technologies make the most sense for 
Gloucester County farms, educating farmers, and encouraging their application are 
important implementation action steps. Creating a stable and predictable regulatory 
environment, both at the state and local level, is also critical and one that the County can 
strongly promote. 
 
In its 2006 Agricultural Smart Growth Plan, the  NJDA emphasizes the importance of 
energy conservation and alternative energy use. The Plan indicates that it is important to 
“promote the use of innovative technologies, recycling, energy conservation and 
renewable energy systems on New Jersey’s farms” and to “promote, provide technical 
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assistance for and inform the agricultural community about new and existing energy 
conservation and renewable energy programs by promoting the financial and 
environmental benefits of implementing these programs.” Also, the NJDA indicates that 
“Through [these] numerous efforts coordinated between the state and federal levels, New 
Jersey’s agricultural community is proving itself to be an important player in protecting 
our state’s natural resources. Clearly, there is more work to be done, and the agricultural 
community has shown initiative in pursuing alternative energy sources, such as solar, 
wind and bio-gas in running farm operations, and by being a leader in the pursuit of 
ethanol and bio-diesel fuel markets.” (2006 Agricultural Smart Growth Plan)  
 
The SADC does not have a formal policy for the use of wind and solar energy on 
commercial farms. However, discussions with the SADC indicate: 
 

• SADC is supportive of solar and wind energy use on commercial farms as long as 
the main purpose of the produced energy is for use on the farm. This does not 
preclude the sale of excess energy production back to the power grid; and, 

• Installation of solar panels, wind turbines and other appurtenant equipment must 
not negatively impact production of the agricultural land, and agricultural land 
must not be taken out of production. 

(Steve Bruder)51 

Solar Energy 

Solar energy can be harnessed via the installation of solar panels. This harnessed or 
stored energy can then be used to create electricity and provide heat. If excess electricity 
is generated, it can be sold back to the electric grid for a profit. The overall use of solar 
panels has greatly increased in New Jersey. (Agriculture and Green Energy)52 The EQIP 
will offer incentives payments for electricity generated by solar panels, but does fund 
installation of the panels. (Dan Brown) 
 
Other programs available to help agricultural producers take advantage of this technology 
include U.S. Department of Energy, “Solar Energy Technologies Program,” 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/solar/ and the “Solar Energy for New Jersey Agriculture” 
work and information sheet at: 
http://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/pdf/solarenergyguide.pdf. (Agriculture and Green 
Energy)   
 
Solar energy is one of the fastest growing sectors in the alternative energy market, and 
Gloucester County farmers can take advantage of this energy and money saving 
technology. 

Wind Energy 

The power of a strong wind can be captured by turbines or windmills, turning such power 
into electricity. Expanding and evolving technology is making this option more attractive 
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to farmers as a way to cut energy costs, but adequate wind speeds are requisite to make 
this successful alternative. 
 
Rowan University in Glassboro is involved with the New Jersey Wind Program, 
including a program to provide anemometers to gauge wind-energy viability. Currently, 
there are no participants in Gloucester County, although there are a few sites, including 
farms, in neighboring Salem, Cumberland and Cape May Counties. The Wind Power 
Program surveyed New Jersey municipalities with wind power of greater than 5.5 m/s to 
determine potential clients for the anemometer loan program. According to a map on the 
Clean Energy Program website, no Gloucester County municipality had wind speeds 
greater than 5.5 m/s. This may indicate that wind power is not a likely energy alternative 
for Gloucester County farmers. (Rowan University)53 

Ethanol 

Ethanol is a renewable fuel “made by distilling the starch and sugar in a variety of 
plants.” (Agriculture and Green Energy) It can then be blended into gasoline as an 
“oxygenate,” reducing air pollution. Its use also may reduce dependence on foreign oil 
and the harmful environmental effects of oil drilling. Also, unlike the gasoline additive 
MTBE, ethanol will not contaminate groundwater. (Agriculture and Green Energy) Corn, 
used to produce ethanol, is not the dominant crop in Gloucester County, ranking sixth 
behind soybeans, vegetables, orchards, hay and winter wheat, at 2,063 acres in 2002.54 
(2002 Census) However, in 2004, the number of farmland assessed acres devoted to corn 
had increased to 2,883 acres of corn for grain and 1,478 acres of corn for silage. Prices 
for corn have increased, perhaps because of the spreading movement towards ethanol-
blended fuels. Gloucester County farmers’ increased their corn production may be in 
response to increased prices, but for the most part, they continue to sell most of their corn 
to Perdue for chicken feed.55 (Michelle Infante-Casella)  

Bio-diesel 

Petroleum diesel is an emitter of sulfur emissions, a major air pollutant. Bio-diesel, made 
from the oils of soybeans, is an alternative to petroleum diesel. This organic fuel can be 
blended and used in diesel engines without modification. The result is a significant 
reduction of the harmful fumes produced by pure petroleum diesel. (Agriculture and 
Green Energy) In 2004, 9,397 acres of soybeans, the number one crop in acreage in the 
County, were farmland assessed in Gloucester County, up from 8,165 as reported on the 
2002 Census of Agriculture. This may indicate that farmers are aware of and capitalizing 
on the increased market for this product; however, once again, most Gloucester County 
farmers continue to sell their soybean crops to Perdue through the drop-off station in 
Bridgeton, Cumberland County. 
 
Gloucester County has prepared a draft Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy, 
which suggests that the County “invest in alternative Energy Development such as 
ethanol, liquefied natural gas (LNG), and other clean energy options.” One of the 
economic benefits is that this would be “an investment in the agricultural economy that is 
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so important to the County.” (Gloucester County Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy [CEDS])56   
 
At the state level, a multi-agency working group (New Jersey Agriculture 2006 Annual 
Report)57 is carrying forward an NJDA initiative to create a biofuels plant. The NJDA 
sees biofuels – ethanol, biodiesel and biogas – as an excellent opportunity for farmers in 
New Jersey to develop new markets for their agricultural products, byproducts and waste-
stream items. (CEDS)58 
 
If either of both of these projects come to fruition, it could present additional outlets for 
Gloucester County agricultural products. Also noteworthy from the standpoint of 
resource conservation is that incentive payments for using biofuels are available through 
conservation programs such as EQIP. (Dan Brown) 

Renewable Energy Grant Programs 

The NJDA provides the following information on renewable energy grant programs, 
which can help encourage the use of these energy sources: 
 
New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program: Administered by the New Jersey Board of Public 
Utilities, this program provides financial incentives to install clean energy systems, 
including fuel cells, solar energy, small wind and sustainable biomass equipment. 
Financial incentives are in the form of rebates, grants and loans. Additional information 
is at www.njcep.com.59 
 
Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements Program: As part 
of the 2002 Federal Farm Bill, this program “funds grants and loan guarantees to 
agricultural producers for assistance with purchasing renewable energy systems and 
making energy efficiency improvements.” Final rules for loans and grants were adopted 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture in July 2005. The proposed 2007 Farm Bill would 
reportedly continue this funding. Additional information can be found at the following 
websites:  
www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/index.html60 and 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/ 
_s.7_0_A/7_0_1UH?contentidonly=true&contentid=2007/01/0019.xml61  
 
Biomass Research and Development Initiative Grants: The United States Departments 
of Agriculture and Energy support development of biomass energy. Grants are available 
for research, development and demonstrations on bio-based products, bio-energy, bio-
fuels, bio-power and additional related processes. In the recent past, grants have focused 
on development and demonstration projects that lead to greater commercialization. 
Additional information is available at the following website:  
http://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/news/ 
hottopics/topics060222.html. (Agriculture and Green Energy)62 
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CHAPTER 8: AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY 
SUSTAINABILITY, RETENTION, AND 
PROMOTION 
 

  
 
Existing Agricultural Industry Support 

Right to Farm 

To ensure farmers have the ability to continue accepted agricultural operations, the Right 
to Farm Act was enacted by the State Legislature in 1983 and amended in 1998. The Act 
provides “protection of commercial farm operations from nuisance action, where 
recognized methods and techniques of agricultural production are applied, while, at the 
same time, acknowledging the need to provide a proper balance among the varied and 
conflicting interests of all lawful activities in New Jersey.” (4:1C-2)  Another critical 
piece of legislation in support of agriculture was the 1983 Agriculture Retention and 
Development Act. This Act created the State Agriculture Development Committee 
(SADC), and authorized counties to create County Agriculture Development Boards 
(CADBs) to establish agriculture retention and development programs. At present, there 
are eighteen CADBs. Both the SADC and CADB implement the Right to Farm Act on 
the State and local levels. (Right to Farm Program)1 
 
The SADC works to maximize protections for commercial farmers under the Right to 
Farm Act by developing Agricultural Management Practices (AMPs), tracking right to 
farm cases, offering a conflict resolution process, and reviewing rules proposed by other 
state agencies to assess the impact they may have on agriculture. In order to qualify for 
Right to Farm protection, a farm must meet the definition of a “commercial farm” in the 
Right to Farm Act; be operated in conformance with federal and state law; comply with 
AMPs recommended by the SADC, or site-specific AMPs developed by the Gloucester 
County Agriculture Development Board (CADB) at the request of a commercial farmer. 
It must not be a direct threat to public health and safety; and must be located in an area 
where agriculture was a permitted use under municipal zoning ordinances as of 
December 31, 1997, or thereafter; or, must have been an operating farm as of July 2, 
1998. (Eligibility Criteria for RTF Act Protection)2  
 
When developing site-specific AMPs, Gloucester County mirrors the guidelines of the 
SADC, referencing the Right to Farm language in the SADC regulations. (Ken Atkinson)3 
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When a Right to Farm issue surfaces, the Gloucester County CADB first encourages the 
parties to use the State’s Agricultural Mediation Program through which the SADC will 
provide mediation or conflict resolution at no cost to the participants. If a complaint is 
filed with the CADB and it concerns a type of issue the CADB has not heard before, the 
CADB may send it to the SADC for a determination as to whether the farm falls within 
the parameters established by the Act for Right to Farm protection. Once either the 
SADC or the CADB has determined that the complaint falls with Right to Farm 
parameters, and any additional fact finding and technical review takes place, the issue is 
given a public, quasi-judicial hearing at the county level. After all information has been 
considered, the CADB will make a determination as to whether the agricultural activity is 
protected by the Right to Farm Act or whether changes to the operation will be required. 
If the issue is not resolved by the Gloucester CADB determination, either party in the 
dispute may take the matter for a subsequent appeal first to the SADC and then to the 
New Jersey Superior Court, Appellate Division. (Resolving Agricultural-Related 
Conflicts)4 The Gloucester CADB has not yet developed a County-level “Policy for 
Public Hearings Involving Right to Farm Conflicts.” To date, the CADB has found the 
Right to Farm Act language clear and satisfactory, but the CADB has considered the 
possibility of creating such a policy in the future. (Ken Atkinson) 
 
The CADB is contacted with between five and ten Right to Farm cases each year. Some 
of these cases are settled through the Agricultural Mediation Program, but the CADB 
conducts hearings about five times a year. The CADB began hearing Right to Farm cases 
with the implementation of the Right to Farm Act and has seen the number of cases 
increase over the years, as development has encroached on agricultural areas. In the past 
six years, only three cases have been elevated to the appellate level.  
 
Specific examples of Right to Farm cases include: 

 A resident complained about air cannons on neighboring farmland, and the farmer 
sought protection under Right to Farm. This case was settled through the 
Agricultural Mediation Program. 

 Neighbors complained about a farmer’s management practices regarding cattle 
manure, claiming that the farmer was not using generally accepted agricultural 
management practices. The CADB determined for the farmer. The complainants 
appealed, and the appellate court and the SADC upheld the CADB’s 
determination. 

 A landowner operating a horse farm was denied farmland assessment by the 
municipality. The CADB sided with the landowner, but the Township appealed, 
and on appeal, the appellate court went against the CADB’s determination and 
sided with the Township. 

 A farmer complained about municipal zoning issues and sought protection under 
Right to Farm. The CADB decided in favor of the farmer, and the municipal 
zoning office did not appeal. 

 
Municipalities can limit the number of right to farm complaints and encourage farming as 
an industry by: 
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• Adopting comprehensive Right to Farm ordinances as outlined by the SADC; 
• Making agriculture a permitted use in all appropriate zones; 
• Requiring buffers between new non-agricultural development and adjacent 

existing farmlands; and 
• Requiring notification of homeowners purchasing a home in a new subdivision 

where active agriculture occurs on adjacent property. 
 
Right to Farm Ordinances are necessary for municipalities that wish to enter into the 
farmland preservation program. Therefore, all municipalities within Gloucester County 
with commercial farms are encouraged to adopt a Right to Farm Ordinance, and to update 
their existing ordinances to be consistent with the SADC model ordinance. If a 
municipality has a Right to Farm ordinance on file with the CADB, that ordinance is 
referenced during any Right to Farm hearings. If the municipality does not have such an 
ordinance, the CADB references the State’s language. The CADB contacts County 
municipalities on a periodic basis regarding Right to Farm ordinances. Those who have 
an agricultural base but do not yet have a Right to Farm ordinance are encouraged to 
create one. For those who do have a Right to Farm ordinance, the CADB checks to make 
sure the copy it has on file is the municipality’s most current one. (Ken Atkinson) 
 
Nine of the twenty-four municipalities in Gloucester County have established a Right to 
Farm Ordinance. Other towns that could benefit from a Right to Farm ordinance are 
Mantua Township and Greenwich; certain other municipalities such as Washington and 
West Deptford might benefit by having one, but to a lesser degree since their agricultural 
land bases are minimal. (Ken Atkinson) 
 
The model ordinance, as developed by the State Agriculture Development Committee, is 
included in the Appendix. (Model Right to Farm Ordinance)5  
 
The sections of the state model ordinance are listed below, along with a brief analysis of 
how the Gloucester County municipal Right to Farm ordinances align with the model 
ordinance: 

A. Definitions -- Most of the municipal ordinances do not include the model’s 
definitions of farm market, commercial farm, farm management unit or pick-your-
own operation. 

B. Recognition of Right to Farm as Permitted Use in All zones, including a list of 17 
noninclusive practices and activities -- Most municipal ordinances are not as 
specific or comprehensive in their permitted uses as section B. For example, they 
do not address the operation of farm markets as part of their RTF code or 
reference the Standard Industry Classification for agriculture. While many address 
numerous farm laborers; only a few specifically address farm labor housing. 
Many address farm equipment, but most do not specifically addresses slow-
moving farm machinery over roads within the municipality. 

C. Recommendation that farm operators adhere to generally accepted agricultural 
management practices -- Most municipalities reference accepted agricultural 
management practices, although not in the detail or using the language of the 
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model ordinance. Some reference country wide farming practices or local farming 
practices. 

D. Conformance to applicable State and Federal law – Most municipalities do not 
pick up this item as stated, although several reference conformance to state, 
federal and/or municipal laws, rules, statues or regulations. 

E. Allows permitted uses on holidays, weekdays, weekends, day or night, including 
attendant or incidental noise, odors, dust and fumes – All municipalities except 
Monroe include a version of this item although one municipality places a 
prohibition on air cannons prohibited between sundown and sunrise. 

F. Recognizes benefits of farming -- The majority include a version of this item. 
G. Complaint process through CADB or SADC -- Only two municipalities, 

Woolwich and Franklin, include this process  
H. Agricultural Mediation Program – Only Woolwich mentions this program. 
I. Notice to purchasers and users of adjacent property - Two of the nine 

municipalities include a notice requirement, although they may not directly follow 
the model ordinance language. 

 
Buffers, while not part of the model RTF ordinance, have been recommended as a way to 
mitigate RTF complaints, and several of the Townships, do address agricultural buffers in 
other sections of their code. 
 
The following table lists municipalities within Gloucester County that have Right to Farm 
ordinances, along with summary information on the ordinance, its date of enactment, 
where known, and a comment on its consistency with the model ordinance developed by 
the State Agriculture Development Committee. 
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Municipal Right to Farm Ordinances 

Township RTFO (letter in parentheses indicate where ordinance topic coincides 
with SADC model ordinance) 

East 
Greenwich 
 
Code#: 
16.58.050 
 

Where Zoned and Where Existing. (b) The right to farm is recognized 
to exist and is ordained a permitted use regardless of zoning and of 
specified and permitted uses stated elsewhere, subject only to 
restrictions/regulations regarding intensive fowl or livestock farms, 
health and sanitary codes. Permitted uses include irrigation pumps and 
equipment, aerial and ground seeding/spraying, large 
tractors/equipment, large numbers of farm laborers, application of 
fertilizers/pesticides/herbicides; grazing, and (e) concomitant noise, 
odor, dust and fumes. (e) Protected activities may occur on holidays, 
Sundays, weekdays, day and evening, (c) when conducted in accord 
with generally accepted agricultural practices.  
Notes: The Code also contains the following sections:  
Definitions (16.02.030) -- includes definitions of Farm, accessory 
uses; Farm building; and Farm, principal uses 
Commercial piggeries (16.12.020) -- grandfathers piggeries in 
operation on 12/5/149 and allows no piggeries; 
Buffers separating farm use (16.28.040) -- requires a buffer of 50 feet 
(min), or a 6-foot-high opaque fence, or a 25-foot wide landscaped 
area for residential development abutting farm use  
Consistency. The permitted uses in this ordinance generally cover 
farming uses without being as specific and comprehensive as the list 
in the model ordinance. It does not incorporate the definitions and 
reference to N.J.S.A. 54:4-23 from section (a), conformance with state 
and federal law (d), benefits (f), the complaint process (g, h) or require 
notice (i). 
Enactment. The Codebook states that it reflects ordinances through 
12/2007. Specific ordinances were not available from the Township 
website.  
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Township RTFO (letter in parentheses indicate where ordinance topic coincides 
with SADC model ordinance) 

Elk  
 
Code#: 
96-58 
 
 
 

Everywhere. (b) The right to farm is recognized to exist and is 
ordained a permitted use regardless of zoning and of specified and 
permitted uses stated elsewhere, subject only to 
restrictions/regulations regarding intensive fowl or livestock farms, 
health and sanitary codes. Protections include irrigation pumps and 
equipment, aerial and ground seeding/spraying, large 
tractors/equipment, large numbers of farm laborers, application of 
fertilizers/pesticides/herbicides; grazing, and (e) concomitant noise, 
odor, dust and fumes. (e) Protected activities may occur on holidays, 
Sundays, weekdays, day and night, (c) when conducted in accord with 
generally accepted agricultural practices . Prohibited: use of carbide 
cannons after sundown and before sunrise. (g) Zoning board has right 
to decide reasonable and necessary uses, after consulting with County 
agricultural agent. (f). Benefits more than offset nuisance. (a) Subject 
to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 54:4-23.1 et seq. 
Notes: 
Buffers. No specific agricultural buffer provisions currently exist, but 
the Environmental Commission has proposed that this be considered.6 
Consistency. This Right to Farm ordinance speaks to the intent of the 
Model Ordinance while not including it in its entirety. It does not 
include the definitions from (a), nor some of the more specialized 
permitted uses from (b), conformance with state and federal law (d) or 
notice to purchasers (i). It does not mention the complaint process (g, 
h). 
Enactment. Right to Farm was part of the Unified Development 
Ordinance adopted in September 2000 and was incorporated into the 
Township’s Codebook in August 2004.7 
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Township RTFO (letter in parentheses indicate where ordinance topic coincides 
with SADC model ordinance) 

Franklin 
 
Code#: 
253-101 
 

Where Zoned or pre-existing. (b)The right to farm is recognized to 
exist in the Township everywhere farming is permitted by zoning or 
where existing farms are protected by 253-95. Protections include 
irrigation pumps and equipment, aerial and ground seeding/spraying, 
large tractors, large numbers of farm laborers, housing, application of 
fertilizers (but not biosolids) and pesticides; grazing (subject to zoning 
district restrictions); (e) and concomitant noise, odor, dust and fumes. 
(e) The protected activities may occur on holidays, Sundays, 
weekdays, day or night, (c) when conducted in accord with generally 
accepted agricultural practices. (f). Benefits more than offset nuisance. 
(g) Grievances to CADB or SADC. (i) In addition, disclosure of 
protected activities is required to purchasers and users of property 
adjacent to, or near, commercial farms.  
Notes. RTF section also requires buffers of 50' side/100' rear; major 
subdivisions 200' wide vegetated strip along boundary with farmland 
assessed property. 
Consistency. This ordinance does not include definitions from (a). It 
specifically excludes biosolids in its list of permitted uses (b), which is 
less comprehensive than in the model ordinance. While mentioning 
the CADB/SADC complaint process (g), it does not mention the 
Agricultural Mediation Program (h). It does address the other 
elements of the model. 
Enactment. Right to Farm was added to Code 7/23/1980, with sections 
amended in 2001. No information on date of original ordinance. 

Harrison 
 
Code#: 
100; 451 

Everywhere. (b) Amends section 101.1 of 1978 zoning ordinance to 
“assure right to farm all land everywhere in township as permitted use, 
without regard to specified or prohibited zone-specific uses elsewhere 
in ordinance.” Adds 10th zone: right to farm land everywhere in 
township. Adds 451, Right to Farm District. Permits farm machinery, 
supplies, materials (including manures, fertilizers, insecticides, etc.), 
laborers, animals, aerial/ground spraying; (e) exempts dust, noise, 
odors, smoke/fumes from farming, including but not limited to 
production and marketing of fruits and vegetables, hatching and 
raising fowl, cattle breeding/keeping dairy cattle, livestock grazing 
and all other types, (c)in accordance with the usual farming practices 
of the area. (e) Protects such activities on Sundays and holidays, day 
and night. (f). Benefits supersede nuisance. (a) Defines “right to farm” 
Consistency. One of the few municipal RTF ordinances that includes 
marketing. Does not address (i) notice, (g, h) complaint process, (c) 
generally accepted agricultural management practices or (a) 
definitions, including reference to N.J.S.A. 54:4-23.1. Scope of 
permitted uses broad, but not as comprehensive as model ordinance. 
Enactment. Ordinance 01-1981.  
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Township RTFO (letter in parentheses indicate where ordinance topic coincides 
with SADC model ordinance) 

Logan 
 
Code#: 
90 

Where Zoned or Pre-Existing .(a) Referencing N.J.S.A. 54.4-23.3, 
23.4 , 23.5 and 23.11, defines farming to include (b) growing and 
harvesting of crops, housing for seasonal workers, barns and storage 
facilities, but not processing facilities and  b) recognizes RTF where 
permitted by zoning ordinance or where farming exists, at adoption of 
chapter, as nonconforming use and (f) its benefits. (b) Permits 
methods and practices (c) in accord with generally accepted 
agricultural practice throughout the country, including (b) (1) roadside 
markets, (13) replenishment of soil nutrients, (7) control of pests and 
diseases, (14 and 1) harvesting of timber, clearing of woodlands, use 
of (9) irrigation pumps and equipment, (15) on-site handling/disposal 
of organic wastes, (9) aerial and ground seeding and spraying, (2) 
temporary housing facilities for farm workers and (3) erection of 
essential agricultural buildings. (e, c) noise and odor permitted when 
in accord with generally accepted agricultural practice. (e) May occur 
on holidays, Sunday, weekends and at night as well as during normal 
working hours. (d) Subject to applicable federal, state and township 
statutes, regulations and ordinances 
Consistency. This ordinance includes 10 of the 17 uses specified in the 
model ordinance. It does not incorporate the definitions and reference 
to N.J.S.A. 54:4-23 from section (a) or the complaint process (g, h) or 
require notice (i). 
Enactment. RTF Ordinance adopted 11/10/1982.8 

Monroe 
 
Code#: 
175-90 

Where Permitted. (f) Recognizes benefits. Protects owners who 
conduct agricultural activities (c) in conformance with agricultural 
management practices set forth in this section and (d) all relevant state 
or federal law. (b) Permits (1) agricultural production as described in 
the standard industrial classification, (10) packaging, (11, 12) 
wholesale and retail marketing, (13) replenishment of soil nutrients, 
(7) pest and disease control, (14) clearing of woodlands, and (15) on-
site disposal of organic agricultural waste. (c) Spells out standards, 
including those set by the SADC, NJDA, Soil Conservation Service 
and Rutgers Agricultural Experiment Station.  
Notes:  
Buffers. 175-93. H. Specifies special buffers of min. 50 feet in width 
for property abutting a property line of any lot in AG district. 
Consistency. The definitions section of the code defines (a) 
agricultural commercial establishment, agricultural employee housing, 
agricultural or horticultural purpose or use, agricultural products 
processing facility, farm accessory uses, building and principal uses. 
Chapter 90 references (b) 8 of the 17 permitted uses, including 
marketing, but does not reference (g, h) a complaint process or (i) 
require notice to purchasers, nor does it address (e) time of operation. 
Enactment. Chapter 175 adopted 6/6/1984, Ordinance #O-7-84. 
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Township RTFO (letter in parentheses indicate where ordinance topic coincides 
with SADC model ordinance) 

Newfield 
 
Code#: 
90-5 

Where Zoned. Ordinance (b) prioritizing agriculture use of land within 
agricultural zoned areas (legitimizing use of equipment, sprays, 
fertilizers and other incidental rights and activities) and requiring (i) 
landowner notification to purchasers re agricultural zone.  
Consistency. Very briefly addresses Right to Farm and, therefore, does 
not have the scope or comprehensiveness of the model RTF 
ordinance. 
Enactment. July 10, 1990 (Ordinance #90-5) 

South 
Harrison 
 
Code#: 
90-5-36 

Everywhere. Regardless of nonconforming designations/regulations in 
Part 5, Zoning. (a) Defines farm, and residential agriculture. (b) 
Protected uses include (b) irrigation pumps/equipment, aerial/ground 
seeding/spraying; large tractors; farm laborers; 
fertilizers/insecticides/herbicides; livestock grazing/raising, subject to 
state/federal restrictions for intensive fowl and livestock farms. (e) 
Permitted weekdays, weekends, holidays.  
Consistency. Does not include definitions from (a) or many of the uses 
outlined in (b), or sections (c), (d), (f), (g), (h) or (i) or mention 
incidental noise, odors, dust and fumes in its statement about 
permitted times (e(. 
Enactment. The Code of the Township of South Harrison was adopted 
July 12, 1995 by Ordinance 0-3-95. Amendments are noted where 
applicable. 

Woolwich 
 
Code#: 
203-18 

Everywhere. Mirrors the model ordinance, sections A-H. 
Buffers. Article XIII Agricultural Buffers requires a 100-foot buffer, 
with vinyl-coated chain link and vegetative fencing to insulate 
residential uses from agricultural uses. 
Consistency. Picking up the language of the model ordinance, this 
municipal RTF ordinance is the most consistent, although it does not 
include section (i) requiring notice to purchasers. 
Enactment. Chapter 203: Zoning was adopted 11/30/1992. There have 
been several amendments to the Right to Farm section. The earliest 
date is 3/21/1994 and the most recent date is 3/21/2005. It does not 
mention the original date of enactment of the RTF provision. 

 
In its conversations with municipal officials, the CADB can encourage municipalities that 
don’t have Right to Farm ordinances to adopt them and encourage municipalities that do 
to review their ordinances against the state model ordinance with an eye to strengthening 
their ordinances by incorporating additional aspects of the model ordinance. 

Farmland Assessment 

The Farmland Assessment program is a tax incentive that reduces property taxes on 
active commercial farmed land, thereby assisting farmers with a critical financial aspect 
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in helping to keep land in farms. This tax incentive is made possible by the Farmland 
Assessment Act of 1964, N.J.S.A. 54:4-23.1 et seq. 
 
Basic eligibility requirements include: 
 

• The applicant must own the land; 
• The property owner must apply annually for Farmland Assessment on or before 

August 1 of the year immediately preceding the tax year; 
• Land must be devoted to agricultural and/or horticultural uses for at least two 

years prior to the tax year; 
• Land must consist of at least five contiguous farmed and/or woodland 

management plan acres. Land under or adjoining a farmhouse is not counted 
towards the minimum five acres; 

• Gross sales of products from the land must average at least $500 per year for the 
first five acres, plus an average of $5.00 per acre for each acre over five. In the 
case of woodland or wetland, the income requirement is $.50 per acre for any 
acreage over five. Dependent on the agricultural or horticultural products being 
produced, the farmer also can offer clear evidence of anticipated yearly gross 
sales, payments, or fees within a reasonable period of time; and 

• The property owner must represent that the land will continue in agricultural or 
horticultural use to the end of the tax year. 

(New Jersey’s Farmland Assessment Act)9 
 
The Farmland Assessment program does not, however, apply to farm structures, such as 
barns and storage facilities. It has been proposed that additional tax incentives are 
necessary that encourage farmers to maintain their buildings in good working order as 
part of active farm operations, and that do not financially penalize them for renovating, or 
replacing, old or unsafe structures. Maintained buildings not only are critical to the 
farmer but also add to farm “aesthetics” for the larger community, helping to support 
agritourism, an important element of agricultural sustainability in Gloucester County. 
 
Gloucester County is 336.7 square miles, or 215,471 acres. Of this, 64,988 acres, or 30% 
of the County, was under farmland assessment in 2004. General trends indicate a 
downward trend in overall farmland assessed acreage since 1983: 
 
 Active Agricultural Acreage 

• Harvested cropland in farmland assessment was 59,736 acres in 1983, and has 
steadily decreased to a 2004 figure of 41,117 acres (-31%);  

• Pastured cropland in farmland assessment was 2,696 acres in 1983, decreasing 
steadily to 1,570 acres in 2004 (-42%); 

• Permanent pasture acreage in farmland assessment increased from a 1983 figure 
of 3,706 acres to 4,283 acres in 1995 before beginning a steady decrease to 3,098 
acres in 2004 (-16% overall);  

• The Active Agriculture subtotal decreased correspondingly, from 66,138 acres in 
1983 to 45,785 acres in 2004 (-31%); 
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 Woodlands and Equine 
• Equine acreage in farmland assessment has had an overall increase of 35% since 

it was first measured in 2000, from 195 acres to 264 acres in 2004; 
• Unattached woodland acres rose more than 100% from 5,017 acres when first 

reported in 1990 to a high of 10,977 acres in 2001, followed by a 14% decline to 
9,444 acres by 2004; 

• Attached woodland acres have declined steadily from a high of 15,204 acres in 
1983 (this figure also included wetlands), or 13,714 in 1990, to 9,495 in 2004 
(-38% and -31% respectively); 

• Net woodland acres in 2004, at 18,939, show a slight increase over 1990, when 
there were 18,731 acres (+1%), but a downward trend from the high reported in 
1995 of 22,392 (-17%); 

 Totals 
• Overall active agricultural acreage in farmland assessment decreased from 66,138 

acres in 1983 to 45,785 acres in 2004 (-31%); while  
• The total County farmland assessed acreage (including active agricultural use, 

woodlands and equine) decreased less dramatically, with decreases in active 
agricultural use offset by increases in equine and unattached woodland. In 1983 
there were 81,273 acres, compared to 64,988 acres in 2004, a 20% decrease of 
farmland assessed acreage. 
(Gloucester County Agricultural Profile)10 

 
It is important to sustain and expand tax incentives such as Farmland Assessment to keep 
land in farms, and to encourage the development or extension of other tax incentives for 
the agricultural industry. By making agriculture more profitable and viable, tax incentives 
will help ensure a steady, permanent source of agricultural lands for the County’s 
farmland preservation efforts. 
 
Additional Strategies to Sustain, Retain, and Promote 
Agriculture in Gloucester County 

Regulatory Flexibility 

Municipalities play a key role in the preservation of farming as an industry. Without 
strong and active support from municipal governments, farming can be too costly and 
burdensome to be profitable or worthwhile. In towns with a sizable acreage of assessed 
farmland, zoning powers can be utilized to require buffers between agriculture and other 
uses to minimize conflict. The aforementioned Right to Farm Ordinances are active 
examples of municipalities’ support for agriculture. However, the support of municipal 
governments must not only be on paper but also be actively practiced so that agriculture 
is seen as an important and permanent part of the community.  
 
For the most part, Gloucester County municipalities with an agricultural base want to 
keep their farmers in business. South Harrison, Elk and Woolwich Townships are 
examples of municipalities that tend to be farm friendly with issues that come before 
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them. “We know from talking with municipal officials,” says Ken Atkinson, “that they 
have taken efforts to try to make sure the farmers are able to farm in a growing 
community.” Elk Township, for example, has been proactive on their farmers’ behalf, 
encouraging the County to post farm-friendly signs such as “Slow Tractor Crossing” on 
some County roads. Farmers are complaining not primarily because the traffic has 
increased due to development, but because the cars are moving fast. (Ken Atkinson) 
 
A few other municipalities have created problems for farmers over zoning issues, 
particularly with down zoning. When it comes to financial assistance, the value of 
farmland is determined by how many houses can be built on it. Down zoning from a one 
acre to a five acre lot, or a three acre to a ten acre lot, means fewer houses can be built, 
thereby devaluing the land in the eyes of the bank or other financial institution and 
making it harder for farmers to use their land as collateral in obtaining loans. Other issues 
are signage, building codes, health issues, and disputes with homeowners on property 
lines, fences, spraying and noise. These are issues where the municipality can help by 
having farm friendly ordinances in places and by having a strong definition section 
written into their code to make a clear interpretation easier. (Ken Atkinson/Jerome 
Frecon)11 
 
The viability of farming in New Jersey is impacted by many issues, including 
government regulation, development pressures and the economics of the marketplace. 
While land preservation is vital for maintaining a sufficient land base suitable for 
farming, sustaining Gloucester County’s strong agricultural base requires support on 
many fronts, one of which is flexibility in government regulation. (Agricultural Smart 
Growth Plan 2006)12  The Gloucester County Planning Board, CADB, Board of 
Agriculture, County Freeholders, County Office of Land Preservation, Soil Conservation 
District, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Rutgers Cooperative Research & 
Extension, municipal planning and zoning boards, chambers of commerce, regional 
planning organizations such as the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, and 
private and nonprofit farm preservation groups such as the South Jersey Land & Water 
Trust, South Jersey Bayshore Coalition, Tri-county Agriculture Retention Partnership 
(TARP), and other interested entities and individuals, can work together to present a 
united front in issues regarding government regulation and permits. The New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture (NJDA) 2006 Agricultural Smart Growth Plan for New Jersey 
identified the following as important relative to regulatory flexibility and priority, which 
can also serve as goals toward which the aforementioned entities can work to ensure 
proper advantage for agriculture in Gloucester County:  
 
Positive and supportive public policy: This includes legal protection (right to farm), 
priority in decisions on taxation (farmland assessment), regulation exemptions, and 
financial incentives (Planning Incentive Grants). These need to be strengthened and 
modified if, and when, necessary; 
 
Exemptions: State, county and municipal regulations must be responsive to the needs of 
farmers. Minor changes to, or exemptions from, certain local and state regulations, rules 
and ordinances help to buffer agricultural operations from burdensome costs, thereby 
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creating a farmer-friendly environment. Pertinent examples include the Right to Farm 
Ordinances in eight of the twenty-four municipalities within the County. At the state 
level, the Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) “Freshwater Wetlands 
Protection Act Rules” (N.J.A.C. 7:7A-et. seq.) and “Flood Hazard Area Control Act 
Rules” (N.J.A.C. 7:13) grant exemptions, permits-by-rule, or general permits for 
agricultural activities. The Gloucester County agriculture community must work to 
ensure that exemptions are adequate and reasonable; 
 
Flexibility: State agencies such as the NJDEP, Department of Transportation, 
Department of Community Affairs, Department of Labor, and New Jersey Commerce 
Commission, can consider the NJDA 2006 Agricultural Smart Growth Plan for New 
Jersey when making important decisions regarding existing and proposed infrastructure, 
developing and amending regulations and programs, and protecting environmental and 
historic resources. These agencies can coordinate with the NJDA to ensure that 
regulations and programs are attuned to the needs of Gloucester County farmers; 
 
Agriculture-Friendly Zoning: This refers to a comprehensive land use practice that 
coordinates zoning and land use policy in a proactive way. The desired result is that it 
encourages agribusiness, while at the same time reducing the incidence of farmer-
homeowner nuisance issues. In other words, it seeks to harmonize potentially conflicting 
land use policies. This strategy would be done mostly at the local and county levels. 
(Agricultural Smart Growth Plan 2006)  Examples of such zoning include: 
 
• Agriculture as a permitted use either in an entire municipality or at least in a large 

enough portion of it to ensure agricultural viability; four of the eight towns with Right 
to Farm ordinances allow agriculture as a permitted use throughout the town; in the 
other four, agriculture is allowed where zoned or previously existing; 

• Farmland Cluster or Open Lands Ratio zoning, which gives a bonus density for 
clustering development on a small portion of large tracts of developable land, either 
contiguous or noncontiguous, while leaving a high percentage as open land (often 
65%-75% to be eligible for the density bonus) and deed restricting that land to ensure 
that it continues in agricultural use; in Gloucester County, cluster development has 
been done in Harrison and Washington (although it has only a small agricultural 
base), and Elk Township is in the process of considering such a development; and 

• Transfer of Development Rights (TDR), which allows development credits to be 
transferred from a sending area to higher density receiving area, thus protecting lands 
in certain areas from being developed, while encouraging development in areas 
targeted for growth; in Gloucester County, Woolwich Township has a TDR plan that 
is currently awaiting plan endorsement by the Office of Smart Growth. 

Agriculture Vehicle Movement 

In recent years, with many portions of the rural New Jersey landscape becoming 
developed with residential subdivisions and shopping malls, the lifestyles of farmers and 
suburban residents sometimes clash. Gloucester County farmers need to move heavy, 
slow moving agricultural equipment over local, county and sometimes state roads to 
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access unconnected fields and barns.. The County’s residents also need to commute to 
workplaces, or drive to area destinations for shopping, town sports and social activities, at 
a pace much faster than the slow moving agricultural equipment. These different paces 
can, and do, cause conflict between Gloucester County’s farmers and suburban dwellers. 
They also can create unsafe road conditions as residents and farmers “compete” for road 
space.  
 
Since many farm vehicles travel over local municipal roads, municipalities should 
continue to support local agricultural businesses’ right to do so. The SADC model Right 
to Farm ordinance recognizes as a specific right the operation and transportation of large, 
slow moving equipment over roads. Of the eight Gloucester municipalities with Right to 
Farm Ordinances, five specifically protect the right to transport tractors and slow moving 
farm equipment on local roads (Elk, Franklin, Harrison, South Harrison, Woolwich). The 
remaining three towns with Right to Farm Ordinances could consider changing their 
ordinance to specifically protect the movement of farm equipment on local roads (Logan, 
Monroe, Newfield). In addition, where feasible, Gloucester County and local road 
departments can consider creating “farm travel lanes” by widening shoulders on key 
roads used by farmers to transport farm equipment.  
 
Signage alerting fast moving cars to the possible movement, and road crossing, of slow 
moving farm vehicles is an additional, effective tool to protect farmer (and automobile 
passenger) safety. Signage also informs the public at large that agriculture is an 
important, equal and permanent fixture of Gloucester County life. Where absent or 
inadequate, appropriate signage can be posted. Local Gloucester County governments 
may consult with farmers as to what adequate signage is, and where it should be posted, 
and as in the case of Elk Township, mentioned previously, contact the County to request 
signage for the County roads in their municipalities, where needed.  
 
State motor vehicle regulations also affect of farmers. The RCE includes on its website a 
link to an Overview of Motor Vehicle Statutes and Regulations Impacting NJ Farmers,13 
which includes a contact at the USDA, Karen Kritz, 609-984-2506 or 
Karen.Kritz@ag.state.nj.us, who can handle questions farmers may have. 

Farm Labor in Gloucester County 

An adequate labor supply is integral to harvesting vegetables, fruits and berries 
(produce). Produce represents a substantial portion of active agriculture production in 
Gloucester County — 32.4% of harvested acres in 2004, versus 67.4% for nursery, field 
and cover crops (Gloucester County Agricultural Profile), and more than 60% of total 
sales (almost $38 million) in 2002. (2002 Census of Agriculture) Produce requires a 
disproportionately larger labor force. While harvesting of field crops is highly 
mechanized, large labor forces are necessary for produce production and harvesting.  
 
The U.S. Census of Agriculture figures for 1987 through 2002 show that farm labor costs 
in Gloucester County have hovered between 30% and 33% of total farm production 
expenses (see the chart below). In that 15-year time period, labor costs have risen 63%, to 
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$17.5 million, while overall production expenses rose 65%, from $36.3 million to $55.8 
million. (Ag Census)14 These figures suggest that labor costs, are a significant factor, 
representing about a third of overall expenses when averaged across all farms. However,  
labor costs can be up to 60-65% of the total cost of producing the more intensive crops, 
such as produce. With a minimum wage of $7.15 per hour, New Jersey has one of the 
higher per hour base rates of any state in the country, putting farmers here at a 
profitability disadvantage against farmers in other regions of the country. Because of the 
high costs of wages and housing some farmers have chosen to move away from labor-
intensive crops to those products that allow more mechanization. (Jerome Frecon) 
 

Gloucester County Farm Labor 
As a Percentage of Production Costs

Source: US Census of Agriculture
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Much of Gloucester County’s farm labor is seasonal, making labor supply a major factor 
for many County farmers. Some farmers attract day laborers who commute from nearby 
Philadelphia and Camden, Salem and Vineland. Farmers who use labor year-round may 
recruit their own labor. Farmers with large operations have more problems. The U.S. 
Department of Labor’s H2A temporary agricultural program establishes a means for 
agricultural employers who anticipate a shortage of domestic workers to bring 
nonimmigrant foreign workers to the U.S. to perform agricultural labor or services of a 
temporary or seasonal nature. The H2B program serves the same purposes for temporary 
non-agricultural workers.15 A number of farmers rely on a seasonal labor pool from 
Puerto Rico that has been coming for 50 years; other laborers come in from the South or 
from Mexico. This creates an added demand – and an added expense for farmers – the 
need to provide places for these workers to stay. Providing temporary housing for 
seasonal laborers can be difficult because there often are conflicts with municipalities 
over building codes and other regulations for maintaining labor housing. (Jerome Frecon) 
 
The RCE provides resources to farmers for labor issues by posting a page listing 
important farm labor phone numbers on its website. It also sponsors a seminar on farm 
labor every spring, in conjunction with the New Jersey Farm Bureau. The seminar brings 
farmers up to date on new issues regarding regulations.  
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State Initiatives Regarding Farm Labor 

Even with New Jersey’s disproportionately high wages, hired farm workers continue to 
be one of the most economically disadvantaged groups here as in the United States. Most 
of the labor force is Hispanic; the percentages of non-Hispanic and youth labor are small. 
Wages are low relative to other occupations, employment is often seasonal, and these 
workers often have limited participation in the non-farm labor market. Therefore, as an 
important statewide resource to the agricultural industry, the New Jersey Department of 
Labor recommends that more must be done to ensure a well-trained, educated farm labor 
workforce that has adequate living and working conditions, and is trained in worker 
safety. (Agricultural Smart Growth Plan 2006)  
 
The New Jersey Department of Labor recommends the following to address farm labor 
issues at the state and local levels: 
 
• Work with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Rural Development 

program to reexamine program criteria to enable New Jersey’s rural communities to 
qualify for more programs related to farm labor. The current focus of the program, 
such as rural area infrastructure, is not applicable to Gloucester County (and New 
Jersey); 

• Link neighborhood revitalization efforts with housing opportunities for farm workers 
and, where appropriate, establish on-site housing, to ensure a safe and stable 
workforce; 

• Develop and promote comprehensive and ongoing training opportunities for farm 
workers; 

• Work with the New Jersey Department of Labor, the RCE and others to provide farm 
safety training; and 

• Join other agricultural stakeholders in supporting ongoing efforts at the federal level 
to streamline and modernize the immigration process. 

  (Agricultural Smart Growth Plan 2006) 
 
In January 2006, the “Agriculture Transition Policy Group” (Group), composed of 
government and agriculture industry representatives, submitted a report to then 
Governor-elect Jon Corzine, with recommendations to keep agriculture strong and viable 
in the Garden State. The Group reported many serious problems facing New Jersey farm 
employers. Two of these are the impacts of the new state minimum wage (now $7.15 per 
hour versus the federal minimum wage of $5.15 still used by some other states), and the 
ever looming issue before the U.S. Congress regarding immigration and undocumented 
workers. The Group reports that the sponsor of the minimum wage legislation has 
promised to “re-visit the issue for agriculture to find some off-sets that will protect farm 
viability and keep the industry at a competitive level.” (Agriculture Transition Policy 
Group)16  The cost of labor in New Jersey is a significant issue for some farming sectors 
such as produce, and one that needs further consideration for its effect on agriculture in 
Gloucester County and New Jersey. This is because as labor costs increase, so does the 
cost to farmers of producing commodities. Though a farmer may wish to raise his/her 
prices to cover increased production costs, this is many times not feasible due to 
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competition from neighboring states with lower labor and other production costs. The 
result is lower profits for Gloucester County and New Jersey farmers, making the 
business of farming less profitable, and therefore more difficult. 

Agriculture Education and Training 

To sustain a modern, diverse and stable food and agricultural industry, education and 
progressive, ongoing training for farmers will promote a more efficient and productive 
business environment. This includes programs covering “farmer risk management 
education, labor education including worker safety, agricultural leadership training, 
secondary school and college agricultural education.”  (Agricultural Smart Growth Plan 
2006) 
 
One educational link for Gloucester County agricultural land owners and operators is to 
collaborate with the Rutgers Cooperative Extension (RCE) of Gloucester County 
(associated with the School of Environmental and Biological Sciences, Rutgers 
University). There is not a minimum or maximum size farm to which the RCE will lend 
assistance, so long as it is farmland assessed. During the growing season, RCE of 
Gloucester County can provide one-on-one, on-site consultations with farmers to assist 
with control of insect infestations and plant diseases for fruits, vegetables, greenhouse 
nurseries and ornamentals, Christmas trees, and also for field crops. Similar farm animal 
consultation can be provided on a year round basis. During these one-on-one 
consultations, technical scientific research is relayed to the farmer in a useful and 
applicable manner.  
 
Also during the growing season, RCE of Gloucester County coordinates with other RCE 
offices in southern New Jersey to conduct on-site farm meetings regarding a range of 
agricultural issues including vegetable growing, safe operation of farm equipment, and 
programs to certify and recertify farmers for pesticide application licenses.  
 
Jerome Frecon refers to his on-farm meetings as “twilight” or “evening meetings.” He 
has found that holding them after 5 p.m. boosts attendance. Sometimes he will hold an 
all-day meetings on a farm, for example a pruning workshop, but generally, the longer 
meetings are held in the County offices where the RCE is housed, or at a research station, 
such as Upper Deerfield in Cumberland County. 
 
In all, the Gloucester County RCE hosts about 25 meetings annually, serving different, 
targeted groups with topics such as farm labor, pruning, blueberry pest management, or 
trellising and training wine grapes. A lot of times these meetings draw a regional 
audience. For example, peach workshops will often draw from Pennsylvania and Long 
Island because they do not have similar expertise there. In exchange, Gloucester County 
farmers sometimes attend meetings in other areas if the topic is of interest. Additionally, 
the RCE occasionally hosts a meeting in cooperation with another agency. If warranted, 
they will rent a facility and charge a fee to cover costs. (Jerome Frecon) 
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RCE of Gloucester County also provides practical assistance to farmers. Examples 
include:  
 

• Assistance with obtaining water certification and registration permits from the 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, for groundwater and/or 
surface water allocations; 

• Soil testing for fields and pastures; 
• Assistance with obtaining farmer certificates for N.J. Division of Motor 

Vehicle registrations; 
• Assistance with applications for “Outstanding Young Farmer” (OYF) 

nominations. OYF is a state award given annually by the NJDA which 
“recognizes the outstanding achievements of a young person engaged in 
farming in New Jersey” (Outstanding Young Farmer’s Award)17; 

• Assistance with grant applications to the NJDA for various types of economic 
assistance. Examples include “Jersey Fresh” grants to advertise; 

• Distribution of “Jersey Fresh” and “Jersey Grown” promotional material such 
as bumper stickers, banners and t-shirts; 

• Assistance to connect owners of farmland with tenant farmers, so that land 
may stay in farmland assessment; 

• Assisting new farmers with various regulatory requirements, and acquaintance 
with various farmer organizations; 

• Providing outreach through the RCE of Gloucester County Website, and at the 
annual 4-H Fair (also see Public Outreach later in this chapter); and, 

• Publication of the bimonthly Gloucester Growers News, which is mailed to 
County farmers, and is also available at the RCE website 
(http://gloucester.njaes.rutgers.edu/ag/index.html). The newsletter covers 
news and issues for Gloucester County farmers. 

 
The RCE of Gloucester County performs applied research on area farms to further 
knowledge on a wide range of issues pertaining to agricultural plants and animals. 
Results of any research are used to advise local farmers on an as needed basis. Example 
includes varietal and cultural studies on vegetables. The RCE also competes for USDA 
grants. The results of these studies often form the basis for updates to an annual statewide 
guide that provides recommendations on varieties to grow, pesticide use and growing 
techniques. The publication is approved by the SADC as providing Right to Farm best 
management practices (BMPs). (Michelle Infante-Casella) 
 
All of the aforementioned available programs and assistance offer an individual farm 
operator the opportunity to gain the latest information on numerous and pertinent 
agriculture topics that are important to agricultural sustainability. 
 
Gloucester County College at present offers no agriculture education courses. However, 
the draft 2007 Gloucester County CEDS (Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy) Project Inventory proposes working with the College to (1) establish a food 
science and food processing technology program, which “would complement the 
County’s agricultural and food processing industries and help ensure sustainability” and 
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(2) create an Equine Science Associate Degree Program, which would “support 
agritourism and broaden the based of the agricultural industry.”18 
 
Rowan University in Glassboro does not offer any agriculture-related courses of study,19 
but the University is involved with the New Jersey Wind Program, including a including 
a program to provide anemometers to gauge wind-energy viability.20 While this program 
may not be applicable to Gloucester County farmers due to low wind speeds in the area, 
anemometers have been placed on farms in other South Jersey counties. 
 
Through its Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources Natural Resources 
Conservation Program, the NJDA offers technical, financial and regulatory assistance, 
and provides educational outreach to landowners throughout the state. The Department 
also offers, in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), farm risk 
management and crop insurance education programs to assist farmers in understanding 
what assistance is available to reduce agricultural risks. (Agricultural Smart Growth Plan 
2006) 
 
Agriculture labor education and training funding may be available through the New 
Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development Programs. These programs can 
help to assist in upgrading the skills and productivity of the agricultural workforce. 
(Training)21  Some of the programs that may be applicable include Customized Training 
Initiative, Basic Skills Program, and Occupational Safety and Health Training Program. 
 
Finally, as a form of “education,” government agencies at the state and county level can 
provide continuous outreach information to farmers, to ensure they take full advantage of 
all federal and state loan, grant, education, and technical assistance programs. This is 
especially important since these programs are meant to aid the farming business to thrive 
and survive. Due to the complexity and vast array of the programs, they may be unknown 
to many farmers. 

Youth Farmer Education Programs 

Due to the aging farmer population in Gloucester County (53.9 years in 2002, as 
compared to 51.6 years in 1982), the next generation of the County’s farmers needs to 
become interested in, and exposed to, the business of agriculture, and be prepared to enter 
the industry. (Gloucester County Agricultural Profile)22  Education programs in 
agriculture offered as an optional and viable opportunity for the youth of Gloucester 
County, can assist those who are interested in pursuing such careers. Creating new 
opportunities via secondary and post secondary education programs in Agriculture, Food 
and Natural Resources can reassure students that opportunities exist for them in 
Gloucester County. (Agricultural Smart Growth Plan 2006) 
 
At the post-secondary level, Gloucester County College does not offer an agriculture 
track, but colleges in two neighboring counties do: Camden County College offers a 
program in animal science and Cumberland County College offers programs in 
production agriculture, ornamental horticulture, floriculture and landscape technology.23 
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In addition, the School of Environmental and Biological Sciences at Rutgers, the State 
University of New Jersey, offers courses of study in agriculture sciences, animal science 
and plant science, among others.24 Plus, as mentioned above, there is talk of instituting a 
food sciences and an equine program at Gloucester County College. 
 
The National Future Farmers of America (FFA) Organization “operates under a Federal 
Charter granted by the 81st Congress of the United States, and is an integral part of 
public instruction in agriculture.” (National FFA Organization)25  The National FFA 
Organization was founded in 1928, and currently has 7,242 chapters and nearly 500,000 
members. (National FFA Organization)  According to the 2006-2007 Directory of New 
Jersey Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Education Programs and Related 
Organizations, there are two FFA chapters in Gloucester County. One is at Delsea 
Regional High School in Franklinville, which also offers a course in general horticulture, 
and the second is at Bankridge Regional School in Sewell, which serves special needs 
students. The Gloucester County Institute of Technology does not currently host an FFA 
chapter or offer agricultural courses.26 Nancy Trivette is the State FFA Advisor and State 
Program Leader for Agricultural Education and can be reached at (877) 243-3332 for 
information. The Gloucester County Agriculture Community can look to expand 
agriculture education to more schools, perhaps introducing, or reintroducing agriculture-
related courses at the GCIT, so that more youth are exposed to agriculture, and may 
become interested in it as a future career. 
 
Youth agriculture education classes or programs are not offered at any elementary 
schools within the County, but are an opportunity to cultivate young people’s interest in 
the field of agriculture. The National Agriculture in the Classroom program helps K-12 
students become aware of the importance of agriculture.  
 
4-H is an informal, practical educational program for youth that gets high participation in 
Gloucester County and which assists young people interested in farm animals through 
livestock projects. The New Jersey Agricultural Society’s Agriculture Leadership 
Program provides young professionals in agriculture with leadership development skills 
and opportunities. (Agricultural Smart Growth Plan 2006) 
 
In addition, the New Jersey Department of Agriculture offers an “Agricultural Education” 
program. This is “a systematic program of instruction available to students desiring to 
learn about the science, business, and technology of plant and animal production and/or 
about the environmental and natural resources systems. A complete Agricultural 
Education program is composed of three components: class/lab instruction, supervised 
agricultural experience (SAE), and FFA, which provide a well-rounded and practical 
approach to student learning.” (Agricultural Education)27 

Public Outreach 

Over the last 50 years, New Jersey has transformed from a largely rural and agricultural 
landscape to a more urban and suburban landscape. However, farming remains strong and 
viable in many portions of the state, including Gloucester County. If the County’s 
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remaining agricultural areas are to survive and prosper, the non-farming public needs to 
be aware of, and financially supportive of, the continuing economic, cultural, scenic and 
agricultural contributions made by Gloucester County’s farming community. And they 
must realize that if they want to continue to enjoy the scenic vistas, fresh produce, clean 
air and limited traffic congestion that Gloucester County’s agriculture provides, they 
must be tolerant of the farming community. Public education and outreach can increase 
the recognition of the farm industry’s importance to the non-agriculture resident, and 
should be continued and expanded whenever possible.  
 
Marketing, advertising and agritourism initiatives by individual farmers all provide 
visibility for the agricultural community and are positive forms of public outreach. This 
outreach can be supported and built on by County, state and municipal-level 
organizations that promote the farming community as a whole.  Expansion of agriculture 
and agritourism-related signage at the municipal and county levels is one way to increase 
visibility. Another is to promote an agricultural presence at fairs, festivals and other 
community events by having agricultural organizations set up informational tables or 
cooperative farmstands. These initiatives would complement and expand on what is 
already happening, such as the annual Gloucester County 4-H Fair and NJ Peach Festival 
and the Seeds to Success Youth Farmstand Program. (See Chapter 6 for a more detailed 
discussion.) 
 
Local, county and state government can advertise the contributions of the farming 
community via public outreach at local schools as well. Education in the schools is a 
good starting point to make young people aware of agriculture and farming as a way of 
life. According to Jerome Frecon, while the RCE has an active 4-H program and a junior 
master gardener program, there is not much done directly in the schools to promote 
agriculture to youth. (Jerome Frecon)28 Some farms in Gloucester County offer on-farm 
tours to school groups, bringing youth to the farms, but more farmers could be 
encouraged to do this, or a broader, organized program or schedule of school tours might 
be implemented. Farmers and the RCE also could bring farming to the school, similar to 
a program in Lawrenceville Township, Mercer County, sponsored by the Northeast 
Organic Farming Association-NJ (NOFA-NJ) (NOFA-NJ website)29  

Management of Nuisance and Crop Damaging Wildlife 

Management of nuisance and crop damaging wildlife is critical to the short and long term 
sustainability of Gloucester County’s agriculture industry. Crop damage from wildlife 
leads to economic loss for the farmer and/or land owner. Deer, turkeys and groundhogs 
are major contributors to the ever-increasing problem. So is development, which narrows 
the habitat for both the nuisance animals and their predators, increasing densities of the 
unwanted animals and pushing the predators to seek other territory. At present, hunting is 
about the only method available to farmers. Although many of the farmers are avid 
hunters and a few do apply for depredation permits that allow them to hunt out of season, 
even hunting is becoming a less available solution. The development that takes away 
territory for these animals also limits the farmers’ ability to hunt. As farms become 
smaller and more developments are built adjacent to farmers, areas can no longer be 
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hunted, even by the farmers who own the land, because they would be hunting too close 
to a neighboring dwelling. The deer fencing program available to farmers on a cost-
sharing basis (see Chapter 7) has not had many Gloucester County participants, 
particularly among farmers with large crop areas such as corn and soybeans, since they  
feel that it is not cost effective.  (Michelle Infante-Casella)   
 
State, county, and local government units must be sensitive to the negative economic 
impacts caused by crop damage, and support efforts to control it through education, 
technical and financial assistance, and regulatory flexibility. Gloucester County farmers 
can continue to work with the NJDEP and NJDA, as well as counties and municipalities, 
to develop and implement wildlife control strategies on privately and publicly owned 
land. (Agricultural Smart Growth Plan 2006) 
 
Insects are another nuisance causing crop damage. The pesticides used to control them 
can cause other kinds of damage, possible health concerns for the end user of the product, 
pollution of the County’s water supply. At the County level, studies undertaken by the 
RCE, like the perimeter trap study on insects and pumpkins mentioned earlier in this 
chapter, and the IPM resources already available through the RCE, are attempts to help 
solve these problems in ways that work for both the farmer and the environment. 
 
At the state level, the NJDA’s Division of Plant Industry works to safeguard New 
Jersey’s plant resources from injurious insect and disease pests. The Division implements 
several programs for detection, inspection, eradication and control of insect pests, which 
helps to ensure that the public can enjoy high quality, pest-free agricultural products. 
(Programs)30  In addition, the Division “oversees programs that certify plant stock for 
interstate and international shipments, protects forested communities from tree loss 
caused by the gypsy moth and Asian longhorned beetle, inspects honeybees for harmful 
bee diseases and pests, regulates the quality of plant seeds, and produces and releases 
beneficial insects to reduce crop and environmental damage and decrease dependence on 
chemical pesticides.” (Programs)  Protection of forest resources is important to 
Gloucester County farmers who harvest wood as part of woodland management plans on 
their farmland assessed properties; close to 19,000 out of the 64,988 acres farmland 
assessed for agricultural use in Gloucester County in 2004 were woodland acres. 
(Gloucester County Agricultural Profile) 
 
One important example of the Division of Plant Industry’s work is in control of the gypsy 
moth. The gypsy moth is considered the most destructive defoliation forest insect pest in 
New Jersey. The Division’s Gypsy Moth Suppression Program is a voluntary cooperative 
program involving local governments, county and state agencies, as well as the USDA 
Forest Service. The Division promotes an integrated pest management approach, which 
“encourages natural controls to reduce gypsy moth feeding and subsequent tree loss.” 
(Gypsy Moth Suppression)31  However, aerial spray treatments of the chemical insecticide 
Bacillus thuringiensis are utilized when gypsy moth cycles are at a peak and natural 
controls are not sufficient to control defoliation. Although no aerial spraying took place 
in Gloucester County in 2007, the 2007 New Jersey Gypsy Moth Aerial Defoliation 
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Survey Results reported 1,967 acres of heavy to severe defoliation in the County, 
including 1,260 acres in Franklin Township. (Gypsy Moth Suppression) 
 
The federal government is a key partner in supporting Gloucester County agriculture. 
There are several federal programs that support, or could support, the agricultural 
industry in Gloucester County. As such a discussion of each is warranted, and follows 
below. 

USDA Rural Development Program 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has an extensive array of loans and 
grants, known as the Rural Development Program, to assist residents in rural areas of the 
country to support essential public facilities and services such as water and sewer 
systems, housing, health clinics, emergency service facilities, and electric and telephone 
service. Through the program, the USDA offers technical assistance and information to 
agricultural cooperatives, as well as to communities, for empowerment programs. With a 
multi-billion dollar portfolio of loans, loan guarantees and grants, the USDA is an 
effective partner to assist the agricultural community. (Rural Development)32 
 
Grants and loans are available in three key areas: Rural Business-Cooperative Service, 
Rural Housing Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Unfortunately, many of New Jersey’s 
rural municipalities may not qualify for many of the program’s loans and grants because 
most are unavailable to cities with more than 50,000 residents, or municipalities with 
more than 10,000 residents. While the population criteria for these programs may make 
sense in a large portion of the country, they do not make sense for New Jersey. 
(Agricultural Smart Growth Plan 2006) 
 
The New Jersey Department of Agriculture, State Agriculture Development Committee, 
and Gloucester County Agriculture Development Board, along with other relevant 
Gloucester County agriculture entities, can work with and lobby the USDA to reexamine 
program criteria to enable New Jersey’s rural communities to qualify for more program 
dollars. 

Income Averaging for Farmers 

The U.S. Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, administered by the U.S. Department of 
Treasury’s Internal Revenue Service, includes a provision that is meant to smooth out 
economic disparities that farmers experience from year to year due to the cyclical nature 
of agriculture. It is known as Farm Income Averaging and can be used by qualifying 
farmers when farm income for the current year is high and taxable income from one or 
more of the three prior years was low. Substantial tax dollars can be saved by income 
averaging. (Internal Revenue Service)33 
 
The New Jersey Legislature is considering a bill would provide income averaging similar 
to the federal program described above.  New Jersey Senate Bill S1425 was introduced 
on February 27, 2006, and referred to the Senate Economic Growth Committee, while the 
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identical bill in the Assembly, A1692, was reported out of the Assembly’s Agriculture 
and Natural Resources with Amendments on January 27, 2006, and referred to the 
Assembly Appropriations Committee.34  No further action has been reported on these 
bills. The New Jersey Department of Agriculture, State Agriculture Development 
Committee, Gloucester County Freeholders, and Gloucester County Agriculture 
Development Board can work with, and encourage, the New Jersey Legislature to adopt 
income averaging legislation. This would greatly assist Gloucester County farmers, and 
farmers statewide, to remain economically viable. 

USDA Farm Service Agriculture Program 

Farming is a business that can be cyclical and unpredictable, with factors that are not in 
the farmer’s control, such as weather and market conditions, affecting crops and 
profitability. Farmers often need short-term assistance to make ends meet, to stay 
profitable, and to stay in business. Many times federal government loan programs are 
available, and Gloucester County farmers can take advantage of these loans as a tool in 
running their farm business.  
 
The USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) enables “Guaranteed” farm ownership and 
operating loans to beginning farmers, family-size farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain 
commercial credit from a bank, Farm Credit System institution, or other lender,” often 
due to financial setbacks from natural disasters, or whose resources are too limited to 
maintain profitable farming operations. These loans “provide lenders (e.g., banks, Farm 
Credit System institutions, credit unions) with a guarantee of up to 95 percent of the loss 
of principal and interest on a loan.” (Farm Loan Programs)35 
 
The FSA also makes “Direct” farm loans. These loans include supervision and credit 
counseling for farmers so they have a better chance for success. Farm ownership, 
operating, emergency and youth loans are the main types of loans available, but there are 
also minority applicant and beginning farmer loans. (Direct Farm Loans)36  
 
FSA loans can be used for most agriculture necessities such as purchasing land, livestock, 
equipment, feed, seed, supplies, and also for construction of buildings, or to make farm 
improvements.  
 
In Gloucester County, not many farmers have opted to use this program. There were only 
two loans in fiscal year 2007, with an average loan of $175,000. They were used for 
annual operating expenses. No loans were reported for Gloucester County in fiscal year 
2006. (Robert Maxwell) 37  

 
Robert Maxwell is the Farm Loan Manager serving South Jersey. He operates out of the 
Cumberland County FSA service center at: 
 1317 South Main Road, Suite 3A, Vineland, NJ 08360-6511 
(856) 205-1225 x118 or robert.maxwell@nj.usda.gov. 
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Gloucester County’s Vision for Farmland Preservation 
 
The Mission Statement of the Gloucester CADB: 
 
The Gloucester CADB is dedicated to the preservation of the County’s productive 
farmlands, farms, and farmers.  To that end, the CADB is committed to preserving 
additional farmland, providing the economic infrastructure and support of the farming 
community in Gloucester County.   
 
Goals of the Gloucester CADB:  
 
With nearly 51,000 acres of agricultural lands in Gloucester County and 10,559 acres of 
farmland permanently protected, it is the goal of the CADB to increase the amount of 
preserved farmland in the County by an additional 10,000 acres within ten years.  The 
Gloucester CADB will achieve this goal by working in partnership with our farmland 
owners, local municipalities and the State Agriculture Development Committee.      
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County of Gloucester 
 

Farmland Preservation Plan 
 

Public Meeting:  
A Vision for Farmland Preservation in Gloucester County 

 
Auditorium, Gloucester County Building of Government Services 

1200 North Delsea Drive, Clayton 
 

Tuesday, November 20, 2007 - 7:30 pm 
 

Hosted by Gloucester County Board of Chosen Freeholders  
and Gloucester County Agriculture Development Board 

 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
Ken Atkinson, Director, Gloucester County Office of Land Preservation 
Russell Marino, Chairman 
Gloucester County Agricultural Development Board 

 
 
II. The Farmland Preservation Plan:   

What is it and why is Gloucester County doing it? 
  Barbara Heskins Davis, Morris Land Conservancy 

 
 

III. The Farmland Preservation Program in Gloucester County:  
A Conversation 
Barbara Heskins Davis, Morris Land Conservancy 

 
 

IV. Concluding Remarks 
Russell Marino, Chairman  
Gloucester County Agricultural Development Board  
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A service of the Gloucester County Board of Chosen Freeholders 
Stephen M. Sweeney, Director 

Gloucester County Agriculture Development Board 
 

Invites the Public 
 

To Provide Comment on the  
 
Gloucester County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan  
 

 
Thursday, March 13, 2008 

7:30 pm 
 

Auditorium 
Gloucester County Building of Government Services 

1200 North Delsea Drive, Clayton 
  
 

Agenda 
 
 

• Goals of Preservation Plan and Public Meeting 
 

• Overview of the Gloucester County Farmland Plan and Maps 
 

• Identification of Project Areas and Land Preservation Goals 
 

• Issues impacting Gloucester County’s Farmland Initiative 
 

• Public Comment on Draft Plan and Maps 
 
 
Hosted by: 
Russell Marino, Chair, Gloucester County Agriculture Development Board 
 
Freeholder Liaison: 
Robert M. Damminger - Deputy Freeholder Director 
Gloucester County Board of Chosen Freeholders 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Facilitated by Morris Land Conservancy  
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FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
 

RANKING CRITERIA 
 

Applicant: __________________________________________________________ 
Block(s)/ Lot(s): __________________________________________________________ 
Municipality: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Density or Contiguous Properties (maximum of 10 points)  
Add 2 points for the subject farm:    ____________ 
Add 2 points for each permanently farm indicated:  ____________ 
Add 1 point for each 8-Year farm indicated:   ____________ 
Sub Total for this Category:      ________________ 
  
Boundaries and Buffers (multiply percentage as indicated) 
Deed Restricted Farmland (permanent) x .20:  ____________   
Deed Restricted Wildlife Areas x .18:   ____________ 
Streams (perennial) and Wetlands x .18:   ____________  
Cemeteries x .16:      ____________  
Parks (limited public access) x .14:    ____________  
Military Installations x .14:    ____________ 
Golf Course (public) x .14:    ____________  
8 year programs/EP Applications x .13:   ____________  
Highway (limited access) or Railroads x .10:   ____________   
Farmland (unrestricted) x .06:    ____________   
Woodlands x .06:      ____________  
Parks (high use) x .05:     ____________  
Residential Development x .00:    N/A  
Residential (< 5 acres w/o infrastructure) x .00:  N/A  
Commercial x .00:     N/A 
Industrial x .00:      N/A   
Schools x .00:      N/A 
Sub Total for this Category:      ________________ 
 
Tillable Acres (multiply percentage as indicated) 
Cropland Harvested x .15:     _____________  
Cropland Pastured x .15:     _____________  
Permanent Pasture x .02:     _____________  
Woodlands x .00:      N/A   
Wetlands x .00:      N/A  
Other x .00:      N/A 
Sub Total for this Category:      ________________ 
  
Soils (multiply percentage as indicated) 
Prime x .15:      _____________  
Statewide x .10:      _____________  
Unique x .125:      _____________  
Locals x .05:      _____________   
Other x .00:      N/A  
Sub Total for this Category:      ________________ 
 
Imminence of Change or Conversion 
If the premises is in an estate situation add 3 points:  ______________ 
If the owner has filed for bankruptcy add 4 points:  ______________ 
If subdivison approval has been granted add 2 points:  ______________ 
Sub Total for this Category:      ________________ 
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Local Commitment (maximum of 20 points) 
If any question 2a through 2e is “yes” add 5 points:  ______________ 
If there is no sewer/water indicated add 3 points:  ______________ 
If preservation is supported by State/local plans add 2 points: ______________ 
If there is an active CADB liaison add 1 point:  ______________ 
If planning board actions support preservation add 1 point: ______________ 
If municipal actions support preservation add 1 point:  ______________ 
If any 8-Year municipal programs exist add 1 point:  ______________ 
If any easements have been purchased in the town add 1 point: ______________ 
If the town has a Right-to-Farm ordinance add 4 points: ______________ 
If the RTF ordinance requires builder notification add 1 point: ______________  
Sub Total for this Category:      ________________ 
 
County Ranking 
If the property is the County’s top ranked farm add 10 points: ______________ 
Sub Total for this Category:      ________________ 
 
General Applicant Information 
Up to 10 points can be added to the ranking score depending  
on the net acres to be preserved in comparison to the average  
size of a farm in the county.  The formula for determining point  
value for the Size Criterion is:   
10 x net acres to be preserved 
---------------------------------------  
2 x average farm size in county  
(73 acres - from the 2002 U.S. Census of Agriculture) 
Points based on above formula:    ______________ 
Sub Total for this Category:      ________________ 
 
Exceptions 
If exception sum is more than 10% of farm subtract 1 point: ______________ 
If the exception is severable subtract 2 points:  ______________ 
If the landowner does not agree to restrict the exception 
to one house, subtract the number of units in excess of the 
local zoning requirements:     ______________ 
      
Sub Total for this Category:      ________________ 
 
Amount of all Sub Totals:      ________________ 
 
 
Final Ranking 
Amount of farms submitted in round:     ________________ 
 
Ranking of property based on farms submitted in round:   ________________ 
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Appendix F: Agricultural Support and Services in Gloucester 
County 
 
This document, from the “From Our Farms” program, provides information about the 
agricultural resources in Gloucester County including directories of farms and 
agricultural products, horse farms and agricultural availability guide. 
 
 
Aerial Applications 
 
Carter Aviation & Aero Service LLC 
256 S Tuckahoe Rd, Williamstown, NJ 08094 
Phone: (856) 629-6699 
 

Grieves Aerial Ag Service 
Salem Quinton Rd, Salem, NJ 08079 
Phone: (856) 935-3272 

Diorio Aero Service 
14 Briarwood Lane, Bridgeton, NJ 08302 
Phone: (856) 455-3990 
 

Oakland Farms Crop Service 
223 Minches Corner Rd, Bridgeton, NJ 08302 
Phone: (856) 451-8224 

Downstown Aero Crop Service 
339 Harding Highway, Vineland, NJ 08360 
Phone: (856) 697-3300 
 

 

 
Animal Removal 
 
M&R Wildlife Removal, Inc. 
908 Cinnaminson Ave, Palmyra, NJ 08065 
Phone: (856) 786-6623 
 

Merola’s Dead Animal Removal 
59 N Golfwood Ave, Penns Grove, NJ 08069 
Phone: (856) 299-1044 
 

 
BeeKeeping Supplies 
 
Harvey R D Beekeeper 
State Route 40, Monroeville, NJ 08343 
Phone: (856) 358-1010 
Fax: (856) 358-1166 
 

Whitetail Apiary Supplies 
1701 S East Blvd, Vineland, NJ 08360 
Phone: (856) 696-3491 
 

 
Certified Crop Advisors 
 
Timothy Hahn 
891 Main St, Salem, NJ 08079 
Phone: (856) 769-0147 
Fax: (856) 769-4011 
E-mail: Thahn1@mindspring.com 
 
 
 
 

Wayne Knerr 
872 Centerton Road, Pittsgrove, NJ 08318 
Phone: (856) 769-0147 
Fax: (856) 769-4011 
E-mail: knerrw@helenachemical.com 
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Robert Moore 
204 Woodstown-Daretown Rd, Pilesgrove, NJ 
08098 
Phone: (856) 769-0147 
Fax (856) 769-4011 
E-mail: moorejag@mindspring.com 
 

 

 
Christmas Tree Farms 
 
Battles Tree Farm, Richwood  
620 Mullica Hill Road 
Phone: 856 589-7348  
Species: Douglas Fir and White Pine.  
Open the day after Thanksgiving until near 
Christmas from 9-4 p.m.  
 

Belly Acres Christmas Tree Farm,  
665 Royal Ave. Franklinville 
Phone: 856-694-0350  
Species: Blue Spruce, Norway Spruce, 
Douglas-fir, Concolor Fir, Serbian Spruce  
Open 10-4 (daily), Nov. 11 - Dec. 18.  
 

Cedar Ridge Tree Farm, Mullica Hill  
320 Clems Run.  
Phone: 856-478-6305  
Species: Douglas Fir and White Pine  
Christmas gift shop is also open.  
 

Deans Evergreens, Monroeville, NJ  
542 Elk Road  
Phone: 856-881-3496  
Large planting of all types of trees.  
Open weekends between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  
 

Exley's Christmas Tree Farm, Sewell  
1535 Tanyard Rd.  
Phone: 856-468-5949  
1,000 trees  
Species: Blue Spruce, Norway Spruce, White 
Pine, Douglas Fir, Fraser Fir.  
 

Groff's Mill Pond Nursery, Pitman  
1350 North Delsea Drive  
Phone: 856 589-8397  
This is a full line garden center and they also 
grow their own trees.  
Open 7 days a week until Christmas.  
 

Hogbin's Nursery and Landscape Co. 
Williamstown  
4415 S. Black Horse Pike  
Phone: 856 229-1185  
They grow and sell their own Christmas Trees. 
 

Scattered Acres, Monroeville  
759 Elk Road  
Phone: 856-881-5339  
They will be open weekends after 
Thanksgiving until Christmas.  
 

Stecher's Country Store  
Township Line Road 
Phone: 856-467-2208  
This is a full line gift store and garden center 
with plantings behind the store. 
Open 7 days per week. 

 

 
Compost Planting Mix 
 
Emerald Grow Products 
Compost Leaves 
Phone: (856) 455-7500 
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Construction 
 
Unlimited Structures, Inc. 
Rep: Jim Sannino 
Phone: (800) 858-7297 
Phone: (856) 358-0040 
 

 

 
Crop Insurance Agents 
 
Grace Wheeler-Crop Growers Insurance 
Services 
151 Bridgeton Rd, Mullica Hill, NJ 08062 
Phone: (856) 478-6576 
Phone: (800) 234-7012 
 

Sloan Insurance 
33 2nd Street, Elmer, NJ 08318 
Phone: (856) 358-8161 
 

 
Equine Auction and Sales 
 

 

D & D Stables 
279 Pancoast Mill Road, Buena, NJ 08310 
Phone: (856) 697-6317 
Fax: (856) 697-2090 
 

 

 
Equipment 
 
Borrie’s Outdoor Power Equipment 
659 Swedesboro Rd, Gibbstown, NJ 08027 
Phone: (856) 423-6499 
 

Donald Scheese 
369 Cohansey-Friesburg Rd, Elmer, NJ 08318 
Phone: (856) 455-3462 
Phone: (856) 769-4025 
 

Fred Harz & Son 
US Hwy 40, Elmer, NJ 08318 
Phone: (800) 694-8473 
Fax: (856) 358-8506 
Website: www.fredharz.com 
 

Graham’s Trailer Sales 
North Gulfwood Ave, Penns Grove, NJ 08069 
Phone: (856) 299-3670 
 

Ledden’s Garden Center and Nursery 
195 Center St, Sewell, NJ 08080 
Phone: (856) 468-1000 
 

Pole Tavern Equipment Sales Corp. 
670 Route 40, Elmer, NJ 08318 
Phone: (800) 924-0381 or (856) 358-2880 
Fax: (856) 358-0922 
 

Lee Rain Inc. 
Massey Ferguson Dealer 
2079 E. Wheat Road, Vineland, NJ 08361 
Phone: (856) 691-4030 
 

Lee Rain Inc 
Massey Ferguson Dealer 
1 Deerfield Road, Elmer, NJ 08318 
Phone: (856) 451-8376 or 1 (877) 538-7878 
E-mail: www.leerain.com 
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Owen Supply (A division of Farm-Rite) 
Route 40, Woodstown, NJ 08098 
Phone: (856) 769-0308 
Phone: (800) 848-5051 
Website: www.Farmrite.com 
 

Peach Country Ford Tractor Inc. 
749 Mullica Hill Rd, Richwood, NJ 08074 
Phone: (856) 589-3953 
Fax: (856) 582-9682 
E-mail: PCFT.neil@verizon.net 
 

Roorks Farm Supply, Inc. 
163 Route 77, Elmer, NJ 08318 
Phone: (856) 358-3100 
 

 

 
Farmers Markets 
 

 

Moods Farm Market 
Rt. 77, Mullica Hill, NJ 08062 
Phone: (856) 478-2500 
 

Woodbury Farmers' Market 
Cooper & E. Barber St, Woodbury, NJ 
Phone: (856) 845-1300, ext. 123 
Open: June 28 - October 25, Saturdays, 9 - 1 
 

 
Food Processors 
 
B & B Poultry Co. Inc. 
P.O. Box 307, Norma, NJ 08347 
Phone: (856) 692-8893 
 

Cumberland Dairy 
Landis & Kenyon Ave 
P.O. Box 308, Rosenhayn, NJ 08352 
Phone: (856) 451-1300 ext 3315 
 

Grasso Foods Inc. 
Sharptown Road, Swedesboro, NJ 08085 
Phone: (856) 467-2222 
 

Violet Packing 
123 Railroad Ave, Williamstown, NJ 
Phone: (856) 629-7428 
 

Seabrook Farms 
Frozen vegetable processing 
85 Finley Road, Seabrook, NJ 08302 
Phone: (856) 455-8080 
Phone: (856) 455-9282 
 

 

 
Grain Buyers 
 
Perdue Farms Incorporated 
73 Silver Lake Road, Bridgeton, NJ 08302 
Phone: (856) 455-1166 
 

Farm-Rite Inc. 
122 Old Cohansey Road 
P.O. Box 29, Shiloh, NJ 08360 
Phone: (856) 451-1368 
 

South Jersey Farmers Exchange Inc. 
101 East Ave. 
P.O. Box 245, Woodstown, NJ 08098 
Phone: (856) 769-0062 
 

Campbell Soup Company 
Campbell Plaza 
Box 29D, Camden, NJ 08103-179 
Phone: (856) 342-4800 
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Greenhouse & Nursery Supplies 
 
Geiger 
1240 Highway 77, Bridgeton, NJ 
Phone: (856) 451-5170 
 

Mayerfield Supply 
PO Box 249, Norma, NJ 
Phone: (856) 692-1313 
Phone: (800) 925-0018 
 

Pipe Engineering Corp. 
Atlantic Ave, Clayton, NJ 08312  
Phone: (856) 881-5880 
 

Rode’s Greenhouses 
26 Paulsboro Rd, Swedesboro, NJ 08085 
Phone: (856) 467-5865 
 

 
Hoof Trimmers and Farriers 
 
Mike Baker 
421 Burlington Road, Elmer, NJ 08318 
Phone: (856) 358-4241 
 

Joe Bell 
262 Quaker Neck Road, Salem, NJ 08079 
Phone: (856) 935-5186 
 

Horse Shoeing By Bernie 
1453 Glassboro Rd, Williamstown, NJ 08094  
Phone: (856) 881-9304 
calfroper@aol.com 
 

 

 
Irrigation 
 
Coleman Irrigation 
129 Watson’s Canhouse Rd, Elmer, NJ 08318 
Phone: (856) 358-4740 
Fax: (856) 358-0167 

Lee Rain Inc. 
2079 E. Wheat Rd, Vineland, NJ 08361 
Phone: (856) 691-4030 
Website: www.leerain.com 
 

Lee Rain Inc. 
1 Deerfield Road, Elmer, NJ 08318 
Phone: (856) 451-8376 or  1 (877) 533-7878  
 

Eastern Drilling Company, Inc 
781 Main Street, Barnsboro, NJ 08080 
Phone: (856) 464 8700,  (856) 464-6927,  or 
(856) 878 1446 
 

Farm-Rite 
122 Old Cohansey Rd. 
Shiloh, NJ 08353 
Phone: (856) 451-1368, (800) 752-6373, or 
(800) 848-5051 
E-mail: info@farm-rite.com 
Website: www.farmrite.com 
 

Rainman Custom Sprinklers 
Phone: (856) 769-3989 
 

 
Large Animal Vets 
 
Beier 
Mickleton, NJ 
Phone: (856) 467-1036 
 

DeGarmo 
Fox Farm Veterinary Services 
Penns Grove, NJ 
Phone (856) 351-1414 
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Foxfire Mobile Veterinary Services 
Alloway, NJ 08001 
Phone: (856) 935-5600 
 

Dr. Platt 
Medford, NJ 08055 
Phone: (856) 461-4461 
 

Dr. Robert P. Stephens, VMD 
745 Gershal Ave, Norma, NJ 08347 
Phone: (856) 692-6300 
 

Dr. P. M. Varnold 
Tri-County Veterinary Clinic 
816 State Highway 45, Woodstown, NJ 08098 
Phone: (856) 769-0165 
 

Dr. Richard P. Decktor 
Decktor Veterinary Hospital & Clinic 
174 Pierson Road, Woodstown, NJ 08098 
Phone: (856) 769-1142 
 

 

 
Livestock Artificial Insemination 
 
Select Sire Power Inc. 
Phone: (856) 358-3933 or (856) 769-0598 
 

 

 
Livestock Auctions 
 
Cowtown Auctioneers, Inc. 
780 Rte 40, Pilesgrove, NJ 08098 
Phone: (856) 769-3000 (Tuesday) 
 

 

 
Poultry 
 
Game Creek Hunting Farms 
1013 Kings Highway, Woodstown, NJ 08098 
Phone: (856) 769-0035 
Website: www.gamecreek.com 
 

M + M Hunting Preserve and Game Farm 
3 Winslow Rd, Pennsville, NJ 08070 
Phone: (856) 935-1230 
 

 
Produce Cooperatives 
 
Vineland Cooperative Produce Auction 
Association 
1088 N. Main Road, Vineland, NJ 08360 
Phone: (856) 691-0721 
 

Cedarville Cooperative Marketing Association 
Inc 
P.O. Box 245, Cedarville, NJ 08311 
Phone: (856) 447-4585 
 

Jersey Fruit Cooperative Association, Inc 
800 Ellis Street, Glassboro, NJ 08028 
Phone: (856) 863-9100 
Fax: (856) 863-9490 
E-mail: sales@jerseyfruit.com 
Website: www.jerseyfruit.com 
 

Landisville Cooperative Association, Inc 
P.O. Box 303, North Boulevard 
Landisville, NJ 08326 
Phone: (856) 697-2271 
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South Jersey Produce Cooperative, Inc. 
4470 Italia Avenue, Vineland, NJ 08360 
Phone: (856) 692-6600 
 

 

 
Seed Producers 
 
Jersey Asparagus Farms, Inc. 
Porchtown Rd, Elmer, NJ 08318 
Phone: (800) 499-0013 
Fax: (856) 358-6127 
E-mail: jafarms@jnlk.com 
Website: www.jerseyasparagus.com 
 

Seeton Turf Warehouse, LLC 
120 Kings Highway, Suite 404 
Maple Shade, NJ 08052 
Phone: (856) 273-5939 
 

South Jersey Farmers Exchange, Inc. 
101 East Avenue, Woodstown, NJ 08098 
Phone: (856) 769-0062 
 

 

 
Sheep Shearers 
 
Bob McArdle 
Elmer, NJ  
Phone: (856) 358-2329 
 

 

 
Slaughter Houses 
 
Bringhurst Meats 
Jeff Bringhurst 
38 W. Taunton Road, Berlin, NJ 08009 
Phone: (856) 767-0224 
Buyer: Yes 
 

Bonhams Butcher Shop 
219 Columbia Highway 
Bridgeton, NJ 08302 
Phone: (856) 455-6459 
Buyer: No 
 

Niblocks Pork Products 
RD2 Jericho Road, Salem, NJ 08079 
Phone: (856) 935-2233 
Buyer: No 
 

Salem Packing Co, Inc. 
Tony Bonaccurso 
697 Quinton Road, Salem, NJ 08079 
Phone: (856) 935-1206 
Buyer: Yes 
 

Burlington Beef 
Old Burlington Road, Monroeville, NJ 08343 
Phone: (856) 358-2321 
 

Marcacci Meats 
Ted Marcacci 
1910 Vine Road, Vineland, NJ 08360 
Phone: (856) 691-4848 
Buyer: No 
 

Bierig Brothers, Inc. 
3539 Reilly Court, Vineland, NJ 08360  
Phone: (856) 691-9765 
Buyer: No 
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Starter Plant Sources 
 
Kernan Greenhouses 
25 Burlington Rd, Monroeville, NJ 08343 
Phone: (856) 358-8169 
 

Rick’s Country Produce 
187 Richwood Rd, Monroeville, NJ 08343 
Phone: (856) 358-7450 
 

 
Vegetable Auctions 
 
Vineland Produce Auction Association, Inc 
1088 N. Main Rd, Vineland, NJ 08360 
Sales daily 10:00am except Sunday 
Phone: (856) 691-0721 
Fax: (856) 794-2301 
 

Swedesboro Vegetable Auction 
Anderson Ave, Swedesboro, NJ 08085 
Phone: (856) 476-0313 
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STATE AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
MODEL RIGHT TO FARM ORDINANCE 

 
 A. As used in this ordinance, the following words shall have the following meanings: 
 

“Commercial farm” means: 
1. A farm management unit of no less than five acres producing agricultural or 
horticultural products worth $2,500 or more annually, and satisfying the 
eligibility criteria for differential property taxation pursuant to the Farmland 
Assessment Act of 1964, N.J.S.A. 54:4-23.1 et seq.; or 
2. A farm management unit less than five acres, producing agricultural or 
horticultural products worth $50,000 or more annually and otherwise satisfying 
the eligibility criteria for differential property taxation pursuant to the Farmland 
Assessment Act of 1964,  N.J.S.A. 54:4-23.1 et seq. 

 
“Farm management unit” means a parcel or parcels of land, whether contiguous or 
noncontiguous, together with agricultural or horticultural buildings, structures and 
facilities, producing agricultural or horticultural products, and operated as a single 
enterprise. 

 
“Farm market” means a facility used for the wholesale or retail marketing of the 
agricultural output of a commercial farm, and products that contribute to farm income, 
except that if a farm market is used for retail marketing at least 51 percent of the 
annual gross sales of the retail farm market shall be generated from sales of 
agricultural output of the commercial farm, or at least 51 percent of the sales area shall 
be devoted to the sale of the agricultural output of the commercial farm, and except 
that if a retail farm market is located on land less than five acres in area, the land on 
which the farm market is located shall produce annually agricultural or horticultural 
products worth at least $2,500. 

 
“Pick-your-own operation” means a direct marketing alternative wherein retail or 
wholesale customers are invited onto a commercial farm in order to harvest 
agricultural, floricultural or horticultural products. 

 
 
B.        The right to farm is hereby recognized to exist in this [Township, Borough, City] and  

is hereby declared a permitted use in all zones of this [Township, Borough, City].       
This right to farm includes, but not by way of limitation: 

 
(1) Production of agricultural and horticultural crops, trees, apiary and 

forest products, livestock, poultry and other commodities as described 
in the Standard Industrial Classification for agriculture, forestry, 
fishing and trapping. 

(2) Housing and employment of necessary farm laborers. 
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(3) Erection of essential agricultural buildings, including those dedicated 
to the processing and packaging of the output of the commercial farm 
and ancillary to agricultural and horticultural production. 

(4) The grazing of animals and use of range for fowl. 
(5) Construction of fences. 
(6) The operation and transportation of large, slow-moving equipment over 

roads within the [Township, Borough, City]. 
(7) Control of pests, including but not limited to insects and weeds, 

predators and diseases of plants and animals. 
(8) Conduction of agriculture-related educational and farm-based 

recreational activities provided that the activities are related to 
marketing the agricultural or horticultural output of the commercial 
farm and 
permission of the farm owner and lessee is obtained.   

(9)  Use of any and all equipment, including but not limited to: irrigation 
pumps and equipment, aerial and ground seeding and spraying, tractors, 
harvest aides, and bird control devices. 

(10) Processing and packaging of the agricultural output of the commercial 
farm. 

(11)     The operation of a farm market with attendant signage, including the     
            construction of building and parking areas in conformance with             
            [Township, Borough, City] standards.   
(12)     The operation of a pick-your-own operation with attendant signage. 
(13) Replenishment of soil nutrients and improvement of soil tilth. 
(14) Clearing of woodlands using open burning and other techniques, 

installation and maintenance of vegetative and terrain alterations and 
other physical facilities for water and soil conservation and surface 
water control in wetland areas.   

(15) On-site disposal of organic agricultural wastes. 
(16) The application of manure and chemical fertilizers, insecticides and      

       herbicides. 
(17) Installation of wells, ponds and other water resources for agricultural    

     purposes such as irrigation, sanitation and marketing preparation. 
 

Commercial farm operators may engage in any other agricultural activity as 
determined by the State Agriculture Development Committee and adopted by rule or 
regulation pursuant to the provisions of the “Administrative Procedure Act,” P.L. 
1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.). 

 
C.  Commercial farm operators are strongly advised to adhere to generally accepted          

     agricultural management practices that have been: 
(a) promulgated as rules by the State Agriculture Development Committee; 
(b) recommended as site-specific agricultural management practices by the 
county agriculture development board;  
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(c) approved by the local soil conservation district in the form of a farm 
conservation plan that is prepared in conformance with the United States 
Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG), revised April 20, 1998, as amended and 
supplemented; or 
(d) recommended by the Rutgers Agricultural Experiment Station. 

 
D.  The foregoing activities must be in conformance with applicable Federal and State 

law. 
 
E. The foregoing practices and activities may occur on holidays, weekdays and weekends 

by day or night and shall include the attendant or incidental noise, odors, dust and 
fumes associated with these practices. 

 
F.  It is hereby determined that whatever nuisance may be caused to others by these 

foregoing uses and activities is more than offset by the benefits of farming to the 
neighborhood community and society in general. 

 
G. Any person aggrieved by the operation of a commercial farm shall file a complaint       

 with the applicable county agriculture development board, or the State Agriculture       
 Development Committee in counties where no county board exists, prior to filing an    
 action in court.   

 
H. To help parties resolve conflicts involving the operation of commercial farms, the State 

Agriculture Development Committee has also established an Agricultural Mediation 
Program.  Mediation is a voluntary process in which a trained, impartial mediator helps 
disputing parties examine their mutual problems, identify and consider options, and 
determine if they can agree on a solution.  A mediator has no decision-making 
authority.  Successful mediation is based on the voluntary cooperation and 
participation of all the parties.  

 
I.        An additional purpose of this ordinance is to promote a good neighbor policy by            
          advising purchasers and users of property adjacent to or near commercial farms of         
           accepted activities or practices associated with those neighboring farms.  It is intended 
            that, through mandatory disclosures, purchasers and users will better understand the    
             impacts of living near agricultural operations and be prepared to accept attendant        
             conditions as the natural result of living in or near land actively devoted to                  
              commercial agriculture or in an Agricultural Development Area, meaning an area      
               identified by a county agriculture development board pursuant to the provisions of    
               N.J.S.A.4:1C-18 and certified by the State Agriculture Development Committee.   
 

The disclosure required by this section is set forth herein, and shall be made a part of, 
the following disclosure form: 
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REAL ESTATE TRANSFER DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
 
This disclosure statement concerns the real property situated in the [Township, Borough, 

City] of [        ] described as Block _______, Lot ______.  This statement is a disclosure of 

the conditions of the above described property in compliance with Ordinance No. ______ of 

the [Township, Borough, City] of [        ].  It is not a warranty of any kind by the seller(s) or 

any agent(s) representing any principal(s) in this transaction, and is not a substitute for any 

inspections or warranties the principal(s) may wish to obtain.   

I.  

Seller’s Information   

The seller discloses the following information with the knowledge that even though 

this is not a warranty, prospective buyers may rely on this information in deciding whether 

and on what terms to purchase the subject property.  Seller hereby authorizes any agent(s) 

representing any principal(s) in this transaction to provide a copy of this statement to any 

person or entity in connection with any actual or anticipated sale of the property.  The 

following are representations made by the seller(s) as required by the [Township, Borough, 

City] of [        ] and are not the representation of the agents, if any.  This information is a 

disclosure and is not intended to be part of any contract between the buyer and seller.  

The [Township, Borough, City] of [        ] permits the operation of generally accepted 
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agricultural management practices within the municipality.  If the property you are purchasing 

is located near land actively devoted to commercial agriculture or in an Agricultural 

Development Area, meaning an area identified by a county agriculture development board 

pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A.4:1C-18 and certified by the State Agriculture 

Development Committee, you may be affected by these agricultural activities or practices.  

The effect of these activities or practices may include, but are not limited to: noise, odors, 

fumes, dust, smoke, insects, operation of machinery (including aircraft) during any 24 hour 

period, storage and disposal of manure and compost, and the application by spraying or 

otherwise of fertilizers, soil amendments, herbicides and pesticides.  One or more of the 

effects described may occur as the result of any agricultural operation which is in 

conformance with existing Federal and State laws and regulations and accepted customs and 

standards.  If you live near an agricultural area, you should strive to be sensitive to the needs 

of commercial farm operators, as their presence is a necessary aspect of an area with a strong 

rural character and a strong agricultural sector.   The State Agriculture Development 

Committee has established a formal complaint process as well as an informal Agricultural 

Mediation Program to assist in the resolution of any disputes which might arise between 

residents of the [Township, Borough, City] of [        ] regarding the operations of commercial 

farms. 
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Seller certifies that the information herein is true and correct to the best of seller=s 

knowledge as of the date signed by the seller.   

 

Seller _________________________________  Date___________________ 

Seller _________________________________  Date___________________ 

 

II.  

Buyer(s) and seller(s) may wish to obtain professional advice and/or inspections of the 

property and to provide for appropriate provisions in a contract between buyer and seller(s) 

with respect to any advice/inspections/defects.  

 

I/We acknowledge receipt of a copy of this statement. 

Seller ________________ Date _____________ Buyer _______________ Date__________   

Seller ________________ Date _____________ Buyer _______________ Date__________ 

Agent representing seller ____________________ By ________________ Date__________  
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    E3-E 
  

DEED OF EASEMENT 
                                   
                         STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
          AGRICULTURE RETENTION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
 
 
 
This Deed is made _____________________________ , 20 _______. 
 
BETWEEN                                            , whose address is                                   and is 
referred to as the Grantor; 
 
AND                                              , whose address is                           and is referred to as 
the Grantee and/or Board. 
 
The Grantor, Grantor's heirs, executors, administrators, personal or legal representatives, 
successors and assigns grants and conveys to the Grantee a development easement and 
all of the nonagricultural development rights and credits on the Premises, located in the 
Township of                                  , County of                         , described in the attached 
Schedule A, and, for the limited purpose of the restrictions contained in Paragraph 13(b), 
the tract of land described in the attached Schedule C, which schedules are incorporated 
by reference in this Deed of Easement, for and in consideration of the sum of 
_________________ Dollars.   
 
Any reference in this Deed of Easement to "Premises" refers to the property described in 
Schedule A, and, for the limited purpose of the restrictions contained in Paragraph 13(b), to 
the tract of land described in Schedule C. 
 
The tax map reference for the Premises is: 
 
Township  of   
Block    , Lot  
 
WHEREAS, the legislature of the State of New Jersey has declared that the development 
of agriculture and the retention of farmlands are important to the present and future 
economy of the State and the welfare of the citizens of the State; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Grantor is the sole and exclusive owner of the Premises; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Grantee believes that the retention and preservation of agricultural lands is 
beneficial to the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of                   County; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, THE GRANTOR, GRANTOR'S HEIRS, EXECUTORS, 
ADMINISTRATORS, PERSONAL OR LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES, SUCCESSORS AND 
ASSIGNS PROMISES that the Premises will be owned, used and conveyed subject to, and 
not in violation of the following restrictions: 
 
     1.   Any development of the Premises for nonagricultural purposes is expressly 
prohibited. 
 
     2.   The Premises shall be retained for agricultural use and production in compliance 
with N.J.S.A. 4:1C-11 et seq., P.L. 1983, c.32, and all other rules promulgated by the State 
Agriculture Development Committee, (hereinafter Committee). Agricultural use shall mean 
the use of the Premises for common farmsite activities including, but not limited to:  
production, harvesting, storage, grading, packaging, processing and the wholesale and 
retail marketing of crops, plants, animals and other related commodities and the use and 
application of techniques and methods of soil preparation and management, fertilization, 
weed, disease and pest control, disposal of farm waste, irrigation, drainage and water 
management and grazing. 
 
3.   Grantor certifies that at the time of the application to sell the development easement to 
the Grantee and at the time of the execution of this Deed of Easement the nonagricultural 
uses indicated on attached Schedule (B) existed on the Premises.  All other nonagricultural 
uses are prohibited except as expressly provided in this Deed of Easement. 
 
 
 
Prepared by:   ___________________________________________ 
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     4.  All nonagricultural uses, if any, existing on the Premises at the time of the 
landowner's application to the Grantee as set forth in Section 3 above may be continued 
and any structure may be restored or repaired in the event of partial destruction thereof, 
subject to the following: 
 
    i.   No new structures or the expansion of pre-existing structures for 

nonagricultural use are permitted; 
 
    ii.  No change in the pre-existing nonagricultural use is permitted; 
 
   iii. No expansion of the pre-existing nonagricultural use is permitted; and 
 
   iv.  In the event that the Grantor abandons the pre-existing nonagricultural use, the 

right of the Grantor to continue the use is extinguished. 
 
     5.  No sand, gravel, loam, rock, or other minerals shall be deposited on or removed from 
the Premises excepting only those materials required for the agricultural purpose for which 
the land is being used.  
 
     6.  No dumping or placing of trash or waste material shall be permitted on the Premises 
unless expressly recommended by the Committee as an agricultural management practice. 
 
     7.  No activity shall be permitted on the Premises which would be detrimental to 
drainage, flood control, water conservation, erosion control, or soil conservation, nor shall 
any other activity be permitted which would be detrimental to the continued agricultural use 
of the Premises. 
 

 i.  Grantor shall obtain within one year of the date of this Deed of Easement, a 
farm conservation plan approved by the local soil conservation district. 

 
 ii.  Grantor's long term objectives shall conform with the provisions of the farm 

conservation plan. 
 
     8.  Grantee and Committee and their agents shall be permitted access to, and to enter 
upon, the Premises at all reasonable times, but solely for the purpose of inspection in 
order to enforce and assure compliance with the terms and conditions of this Deed of 
Easement.  Grantee agrees to give Grantor, at least 24 hours advance notice of its 
intention to enter the Premises, and further, to limit such times of entry to 
the daylight hours on regular business days of the week. 

 
     9.   Grantor may use the Premises to derive income from certain recreational activities 
such as hunting, fishing, cross country skiing and ecological tours, only if such activities do 
not interfere with the actual use of the land for agricultural production and that the activities 
only utilize the Premises in its existing condition.  Other recreational activities from which 
income is derived and which alter the Premises, such as golf courses and athletic fields, 
are prohibited. 
                
     10.  Nothing shall be construed to convey a right to the public of access to or use of the 
Premises except as stated in this Deed of Easement or as otherwise provided by law. 
 
     11.  Nothing shall impose upon the Grantor any duty to maintain the Premises in any 
particular state, or condition, except as provided for in this Deed of Easement. 
 
     12.  Nothing in this Deed of Easement shall be deemed to restrict the right of Grantor, to 
maintain all roads and trails existing upon the Premises as of the date of this Deed of 
Easement.  Grantor shall be permitted to construct, improve or reconstruct any roadway 
necessary to service crops, bogs, agricultural buildings, or reservoirs as may be necessary. 
 
     13(a).  At the time of this conveyance, Grantor has        existing single family residential 
buildings on the Premises and          residential buildings used for agricultural labor 
purposes.  Grantor may use, maintain, and improve existing buildings on the Premises 
subject to the following conditions: 
 

i.   Improvements to agricultural buildings shall be consistent with agricultural 
uses; 

      
ii.  Improvements to residential buildings shall be consistent with agricultural or 

single and extended family residential uses.  Improvements to residential 
buildings for the purpose of housing agricultural labor are permitted only if the 
housed agricultural labor is employed on the Premises; and 

      
iii.  Improvements to recreational buildings shall be consistent with agricultural or 

recreational uses. 
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13(b).  Grantor, their heirs, executors, administrators, personal or legal 

representatives, successors and assigns may use and maintain the Exception Area, as 
described in the attached Schedule C, conditions: 
 
sample conditions: 
 

a. the Exception Area shall not be severed or subdivided from the Premises 
 

b. the Exception area may be severed and subdivided from the Premises 
 

c. the Exception Area shall be limited to one residential unit  
 

d. (Right to Farm Language if Exception is Non-Severable) 
 

Grantors, grantor’s heirs, executors, administrators, personal or legal 
representatives, successors and assigns or any person who is occupying or 
residing on the Exception Area as well as the heirs, executors, administrators, 
personal or legal representatives, successors and assigns of all such persons are 
hereby notified and made aware that the Exception Area is adjacent to a parcel 
(“Premises”) permanently deed restricted under the Agriculture Retention and 
Development Act, N.J.S.A. 4:1C-11 et seq.  Such persons occupying or residing on 
the Exception Area are notified and made aware that agriculture is the accepted 
and preferred use of the adjacent Premises and that the adjacent Premises shall 
continue in agricultural use as defined in Section 2 of the Deed of Easement. 
 

e. (Right to Farm Language if Exception is Severable) 
 

Grantors, grantor’s heirs, executors, administrators, personal or legal 
representatives, successors and assigns or any person to whom title to the 
Exception Area is transferred as well as the heirs, executors, administrators, 
personal or legal representatives, successors and assigns of all such persons are 
hereby notified and made aware that the Exception Area is adjacent to a parcel 
(“Premises”) permanently deed restricted under the Agriculture Retention and 
Development Act, N.J.S.A. 4:1C-11 et seq.  Such persons taking title to the 
Exception Area are notified and made aware that agriculture is the accepted and 
preferred use of the adjacent Premises and that the adjacent Premises shall 
continue in agricultural use as defined in Section 2 of the Deed of Easement. 

 
 
     14.  Grantor may construct any new buildings for agricultural purposes.  The 
construction of any new buildings for residential use, regardless of its purpose, shall be 
prohibited except as follows: 
 

i. To provide structures for housing of agricultural labor employed on the 
Premises but only with the approval of the Grantee and the Committee.  If 
Grantee and the Committee grant approval for the construction of agricultural 
labor housing, such housing shall not be used as a residence for Grantor, 
Grantor's spouse, Grantor's parents, Grantor's lineal descendants, adopted or 
natural, Grantor’s spouse’s parents, Grantor’s spouse’s lineal descendants, 
adopted or natural; and  

      
ii. To construct a single family residential building anywhere on the Premises in 

order to replace any single family residential building in existence at the time 
of conveyance of this Deed of Easement but only with the approval of the 
Grantee and Committee. 

 
 

iii. __________________ residual dwelling site opportunity(ies) have been 
allocated to the Premises pursuant to the provisions of N.J.A.C. 2:76-6.17, 
"Residual Dwelling Site Opportunity".  The Grantor's request to exercise a 
residual dwelling site opportunity shall comply with the rules promulgated by 
the Committee in effect at the time the request is initiated.  

 
In the event a division of the Premises occurs in compliance with deed 
restriction No. 15 below, the Grantor shall prepare or cause to be prepared a 
Corrective Deed of Easement reflecting the reallocation of the residual 
dwelling site opportunities to the respective divided lots.  The Corrective 
Deed shall be recorded with the County Clerk.  A copy of the recorded 
Corrective Deed shall be provided to the Grantee and Committee. 

 
In the event a residual dwelling site opportunity has been approved by the 
Grantee, the Grantor shall prepare or cause to be prepared a Corrective 
Deed of Easement at the time of Grantee's approval.  The Corrective Deed of 
Easement shall reflect the reduction of residual dwelling site opportunities 
allocated to the Premises.  The Corrective Deed shall be recorded with the 
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County Clerk.  A copy of the recorded Corrective Deed shall be provided to 
the Grantee and Committee.      

 
                                   (OR) 

                          
iii. No residual dwelling site opportunities have been allocated pursuant to the 

provisions of N.J.A.C. 2:76-6.17.  No residential buildings are permitted on 
the Premises except as provided in this Deed of Easement. 

      
     For the purpose of this Deed of Easement: 

 
"Residual dwelling site opportunity" means the potential to construct a residential 
unit and other appurtenant structures on the Premises in accordance with N.J.A.C. 
2:76-6.17. 

 
"Residual dwelling site" means the location of the residential unit and other 
appurtenant structures.   

 
"Residential unit" means the residential building to be used for single family 
residential housing and its appurtenant uses.  The construction and use of the 
residential unit shall be for agricultural purposes.  

      
"Use for agricultural purposes" as related to the exercise of a residual dwelling site 
opportunity and the continued use of the residential unit constructed thereto, means 
at least one person residing in the residential unit shall be regularly engaged in 
common farmsite activities on the Premises including, but not limited to: production, 
harvesting, storage, grading, packaging, processing and the wholesale and retail 
marketing of crops, plants, animals and other related commodities and the use and 
application of techniques and methods of soil preparation and management, 
fertilization, weed, disease and pest control, disposal of farm waste, irrigation, 
drainage, water management and grazing. 

 
     15.  The land and its buildings which are affected may be sold collectively or individually 
for continued agricultural use as defined in Section 2 of this Deed of Easement.  However, 
no division of the land shall be permitted without the joint approval in writing of the Grantee 
and the Committee.  In order for the Grantor to receive approval, the Grantee and 
Committee must find that the division shall be for an agricultural purpose and result in 
agriculturally viable parcels.  Division means any division of the Premises, for any purpose, 
subsequent to the effective date of this Deed of Easement. 
 

i.   For purposes of this Deed of Easement, "Agriculturally viable parcel" means 
that each parcel is capable of sustaining a variety of agricultural operations 
that yield a reasonable economic return under normal conditions, solely from 
each parcel's agricultural output. 

 
     16.  In the event of any violation of the terms and conditions of this Deed of Easement, 
Grantee or the Committee may institute, in the name of the State of New Jersey, any 
proceedings to enforce these terms and conditions including the institution of suit to enjoin 
such violations and to require restoration of the Premises to its prior condition.  Grantee or 
the Committee do not waive or forfeit the right to take any other legal action necessary to 
insure compliance with the terms, conditions, and purpose of this Deed of Easement by a 
prior failure to act. 

 
     17.  This Deed of Easement imposes no obligation or restriction on the Grantor's use of 
the Premises except as specifically set forth in this Deed of Easement. 

 
     18.  This Deed of Easement is binding upon the Grantor, the Grantor's heirs, executors, 
administrators, personal or legal representatives, successors and assigns and the Grantee; 
it shall be construed as a restriction running with the land and shall be binding upon any 
person to whom title to the Premises is transferred as well as upon the heirs, executors, 
administrators, personal or legal representatives, successors, and assigns of all such 
persons. 
 
     19.  Throughout this Deed of Easement, the singular shall include the plural, and the 
masculine shall include the feminine, unless the text indicates otherwise. 
 
     20.  The word 'Grantor' shall mean any and all persons who lawfully succeed to the 
rights and responsibilities of the Grantor, including but not limited to the Grantor's heirs, 
executors, administrators, personal or legal representatives, successors and assigns. 
 
     21.  Wherever in this Deed of Easement any party shall be designated or referred to by 
name or general reference, such designation shall have the same effect as if the words, 
‘heirs, executors, administrators, personal or legal representatives, successors and 
assigns’ have been inserted after each and every designation. 
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     22.  Grantor, Grantor's heirs, executors, administrators, personal or legal 
representatives, successors and assigns further transfers and conveys to Grantee all of the 
nonagricultural development rights and development credits appurtenant to the lands and 
Premises described herein.  Nothing contained herein shall preclude the conveyance or 
retention of said rights by the Grantee as may be permitted by the laws of the State of New 
Jersey in the future. In the event that the law permits the conveyance of said development 
rights, Grantee agrees to reimburse the Committee (______) percent of the value of the 
development rights as determined at the time of the subsequent conveyance. 

 
     23.  That portion of the net proceeds, representing the value of the land only (and not 
the value of the improvements), of a condemnation award or other disposition of the 
Premises following termination of this Deed of Easement, as permitted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
4:1C-11 et seq., P.L. 1983, c.32, shall be distributed among the Grantor and the Grantee in 
shares in proportion to the fair market value of their interests in the Premises on the date of 
execution of this Deed of Easement.  For this purpose, the Grantee's allocable share of the 
proceeds shall be the net proceeds multiplied by a fraction, the numerator of which is the 
fair market value of the development easement as certified by the Committee at the time of 
the initial acquisition and the denominator of which is the full fair market value of the 
unrestricted Premises as certified by the Committee at the time of the initial acquisition, 
which is identified as (          /          ).   
 
Furthermore, the Grantee's proceeds shall be distributed among the Grantee and the 
Committee in shares in proportion to their respective cost share grants on the date of 
execution of this Deed of Easement.  The Grantee shall use its share of the proceeds in a 
manner consistent with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 4:1C-11 et seq., P.L. 1983, c.32. 
 
 
 
 24.  No historic building or structure located on the Premises may be demolished by 
the grantor or any other person without the prior approval of the State Agriculture 
Development Committee.  Historic building or structure is a building or structure that, as of 
the date of this Deed of Easement, has been included in the New Jersey Register of 
Historic Places established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:1B-15.128 et seq. 
 
The Grantor signs this Deed of Easement as of the date of the top of the first page.  If the 
Grantor is a corporation, this Deed of Easement is signed and attested to by its proper 
corporate officers, and its corporate seal, if any, is affixed. 
 
 
___________________________________(L.S.) 
 
___________________________________(L.S.) 
 
___________________________________          (Corporate Seal) 
                         Secretary 
(For use by corporations only) 
 
                                                
 

(INDIVIDUAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT) 
 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, COUNTY OF _______________________ SS.: 
 
 I CERTIFY that on ________________________________ , 20 ____, 
 
___________________________________________________ personally came before 
me and acknowledged under oath, to my satisfaction, this that person (or if more than one, 
each person):  

(a) is named in and personally signed this DEED OF EASEMENT; 
(b) signed, sealed and delivered this DEED OF EASEMENT as his or her act and 

deed;  
(c) made this DEED OF EASEMENT for and in consideration of mutual obligations 

and benefits to each party; and  
(d) the actual and true consideration paid for this instrument is $_______________.  

 
 
     _______________________________________ 
                             Print name and title below signature 

 
 

                    (CORPORATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT) 
 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, COUNTY OF _____________________________ SS.: 
 
     I CERTIFY that on ___________________ 20 ___, the subscriber 
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____________________________________________________ , personally appeared 
before me, who, being by me duly sworn on his or her oath, deposes and makes proof to 
my satisfaction, that he or she is the Secretary of 
___________________________________________, the Corporation named in the within 
Instrument; that ______________________ is the President of said Corporation; that the 
execution, as well as the making of this Instrument, has been duly authorized by a proper 
resolution of the Board of Directors of the said Corporation, that deponent well knows the 
corporate seal of said Corporation; and that the seal affixed to said Instrument is the proper 
corporate seal and was thereto affixed and said Instrument signed and delivered by said 
President as and for the voluntary act and deed of said Corporation, in presence of 
deponent, who thereupon subscribed his or her name thereto as attesting witness; and that 
the full and actual consideration paid to purchase a development easement as evidenced 
by the DEED OF EASEMENT is $ ________________ and the mutual obligations and 
benefits contained herein. 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, the date aforesaid 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
                         Print name and title below signature 
                
 
 

 
 

 
(COUNTY AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD) 

 
THE UNDERSIGNED, being Chairperson of the ________________ County Agriculture 
Development Board, hereby accepts and approves the foregoing restrictions, benefits and 
covenants. 
 
ACCEPTED AND APPROVED this _________ day of _____________, 20 __. 
 
 
 
                                   ______________________________ 
                                             Chairperson 
 
                                   ____________County Agriculture Development Board 
 
 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, COUNTY OF ______________________ SS.: 
 
     I CERTIFY that on ______________________________ , 20 ___, 
 
____________________________________________________ personally came before 
me and acknowledged under oath, to my satisfaction that this person: (a) is named in and 
personally signed this DEED OF EASEMENT, (b) signed, sealed and delivered this DEED 
OF EASEMENT as the Board's act and deed; and (c) is the Chairperson of the 
____________________ County Agriculture Development Board. 
 
   ____________________________________ 
          Print name and title below signature       
 
 
 

            (STATE AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE) 
 
 
The State Agriculture Development Committee has approved the purchase of the 
development easement on the Premises pursuant to the Agriculture Retention and 
Development Act, N.J.S.A. 4:1C-11 et seq., P.L. 1983, c.32, and has authorized a grant of 
____% of the purchase price of the development easement to _______________ County 
in the amount of $ ________________. 
 
          _____________________________________       ___________ 
          Gregory Romano, Executive Director                    Date 
          State Agriculture Development Committee 
 
 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, COUNTY OF __________________________ SS.: 
 
     I CERTIFY that on ____________________ , 20 ______ , 
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_____________________________________________________ personally came before 
me and acknowledged under oath, to my satisfaction, that this person:  

(a) is named in and personally signed this DEED OF EASEMENT, 
(b) signed, sealed and delivered this DEED OF EASEMENT as the Committee's act 

and deed, and  
(c) is the Executive Director of the State Agriculture Development Committee. 

 
 
   ____________________________________ 
       Print name and title below signature 
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Farm Parcels Meeting the SADC Minimum Eligibility for Soils and Tillable Land

Acres Percent Acres Percent
CLAYTON BOROUGH 502 4 28.56 28.56 100.00 27.80 97.36
CLAYTON BOROUGH 502 6 11.90 11.90 100.00 8.76 73.64
CLAYTON BOROUGH 502 7 9.76 9.76 100.00 8.00 81.99
CLAYTON BOROUGH 1901 7 5.00 5.00 100.00 4.73 94.41
CLAYTON BOROUGH 1902 8 9.73 9.73 100.00 7.25 74.47
CLAYTON BOROUGH 1902 9 13.80 13.80 100.00 12.90 93.50
CLAYTON BOROUGH 1902 10 22.11 22.11 100.00 21.22 95.99
CLAYTON BOROUGH 1902 24 9.90 8.76 88.43 9.30 93.89
CLAYTON BOROUGH 1904 10 10.01 8.55 85.46 8.96 89.52
CLAYTON BOROUGH 2105 24 27.11 27.11 100.00 22.68 83.66
CLAYTON BOROUGH 2105 25 13.27 13.27 100.00 13.08 98.56
DEPTFORD TWP 2 9 9.57 8.80 91.91 6.70 69.95
DEPTFORD TWP 15 1 2.25 2.18 96.84 1.70 75.48
DEPTFORD TWP 15 2 2.08 2.02 97.00 2.08 100.00
DEPTFORD TWP 23 2 2.15 2.15 100.00 2.11 98.51
DEPTFORD TWP 24 2 2.53 2.35 92.74 2.53 99.93
DEPTFORD TWP 86 27 9.48 9.48 100.00 5.59 59.00
DEPTFORD TWP 199 5 4.41 4.41 100.00 3.80 86.10
DEPTFORD TWP 233 32 28.25 25.30 89.55 19.43 68.77
DEPTFORD TWP 233 39 10.52 5.90 56.09 5.60 53.26
DEPTFORD TWP 387 17.01 5.80 5.64 97.13 5.22 89.97
DEPTFORD TWP 387 19 7.89 7.41 94.01 6.23 78.98
DEPTFORD TWP 387 20 8.02 6.84 85.24 5.63 70.17
DEPTFORD TWP 397 20 1.05 1.05 100.00 1.05 99.98
DEPTFORD TWP 399 7 88.16 70.39 79.84 43.07 48.86
DEPTFORD TWP 417 8 22.64 20.67 91.29 21.11 93.26
DEPTFORD TWP 418 1 23.59 21.23 90.00 19.11 81.00
DEPTFORD TWP 418 2 18.43 18.43 100.00 17.93 97.29
DEPTFORD TWP 420 4 24.95 22.35 89.60 20.13 80.70
DEPTFORD TWP 422 4 11.25 6.06 53.83 5.79 51.43
DEPTFORD TWP 422 38 21.89 14.31 65.40 16.06 73.36
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 101 1 23.99 15.79 65.84 15.98 66.60
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 101 10 11.78 11.78 100.00 11.56 98.10
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 102 7 18.36 16.61 90.48 11.65 63.47
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 102 8 24.74 20.97 84.76 17.39 70.28
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 102 9 14.30 14.30 100.00 12.40 86.68
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 102 11 13.62 13.61 99.98 7.47 54.88
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 102 16 22.42 22.42 100.00 20.39 90.92
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 102 17 23.70 23.70 100.00 16.12 68.01
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 103 2 25.41 20.31 79.92 13.53 53.22
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 103 6 19.73 13.11 66.42 11.46 58.05
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 103 7 29.16 29.16 100.00 22.95 78.71
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 103 12 40.09 34.75 86.67 23.90 59.62
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 103 13 7.62 7.37 96.75 6.53 85.74
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 103 13.01 32.39 32.39 100.00 19.49 60.19
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 103 16 70.36 62.24 88.46 35.30 50.16
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 103 20 49.21 41.67 84.69 37.95 77.13
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 103 21 57.43 52.74 91.84 42.45 73.92
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 104 2 50.77 50.76 99.98 34.38 67.72
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 104 4 16.36 16.18 98.90 12.37 75.60
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 105 3.01 7.85 7.12 90.70 5.75 73.31
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 105 13 62.37 61.64 98.83 39.38 63.14
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 201 2 55.24 50.49 91.39 51.16 92.62
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 201 3 2.16 2.16 100.00 2.16 100.00
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 201 5 36.96 29.31 79.29 26.97 72.97
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 201 15 38.64 32.10 83.06 29.19 75.53
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 204 34 23.40 23.14 98.89 20.00 85.49
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 205 5 12.90 12.90 100.00 6.72 52.07

Agricultural Soils Tillable Land
Farm Parcels Meeting SADC Minimum Eligibility Criteria for

Municipality Block Lot
Total 
Acres
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Agricultural Soils Tillable Land
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EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 205 8 6.59 6.59 100.00 6.52 98.81
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 205 12 18.93 18.93 100.00 16.20 85.56
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 206 6 13.84 12.74 92.04 7.80 56.36
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 206 10 73.25 73.25 100.00 57.48 78.47
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 206 11 16.82 15.27 90.77 13.84 82.29
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 206 14 25.26 23.02 91.13 23.72 93.92
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 206 20 38.27 37.95 99.14 26.17 68.37
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 401 14 16.11 11.69 72.58 9.72 60.37
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 401 24 20.45 20.45 100.00 20.18 98.65
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 402 1 29.32 29.32 100.00 28.47 97.10
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 402 4 9.87 9.86 99.97 5.85 59.31
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 707 39 9.93 6.82 68.72 7.48 75.35
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1001 1 18.49 13.21 71.47 10.88 58.83
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1001 2 69.38 40.33 58.13 38.72 55.81
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1004 5 118.93 63.63 53.50 60.51 50.88
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1004 31 10.17 9.82 96.57 8.22 80.81
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1004 32 6.35 6.35 100.00 6.19 97.46
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1004 33.01 16.12 13.89 86.16 14.55 90.24
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1004 33.02 25.82 21.49 83.23 21.97 85.07
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1005 1 9.12 8.21 90.03 7.88 86.37
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1005 2.01 20.76 20.76 100.00 20.29 97.72
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1005 7 19.35 19.35 100.00 18.89 97.65
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1005 7.01 11.97 11.97 100.00 9.19 76.83
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1005 9.08 9.91 9.91 100.00 5.75 58.05
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1005 11 18.04 18.04 100.00 13.49 74.79
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1102 1 19.44 19.44 100.00 16.88 86.83
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1102 2 34.21 34.21 100.00 33.01 96.49
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1102 2.01 2.90 2.90 100.00 2.90 100.00
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1102 2.02 5.87 5.87 100.00 5.86 99.84
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1102 3 40.81 40.81 100.00 39.20 96.06
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1102 3.01 5.68 5.68 100.00 4.28 75.31
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1102 3.02 6.43 6.43 100.00 6.43 100.00
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1102 7 7.92 7.92 100.00 7.37 93.10
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1106 3.01 6.13 6.13 100.00 5.32 86.70
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1106 5 9.19 9.19 100.00 7.43 80.83
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1106 5.06 6.08 6.08 100.00 5.43 89.31
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1106 6 16.35 16.35 100.00 16.20 99.09
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1107 4 59.40 43.59 73.39 31.68 53.33
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1107 5 8.63 8.63 100.00 8.46 98.04
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1107 6 21.33 21.17 99.25 20.54 96.30
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1107 11 9.64 9.64 100.00 9.52 98.77
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1107 12 6.19 6.19 100.00 6.19 100.00
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1107 16 9.61 6.84 71.17 6.09 63.33
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1107 17 8.70 5.86 67.30 5.89 67.69
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1107 18 14.50 10.85 74.82 11.02 75.97
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1202 4 51.89 41.96 80.86 40.10 77.27
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1202 7 52.07 44.80 86.04 41.13 78.99
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1202 8 35.04 35.01 99.91 32.56 92.91
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1203 3 33.14 20.89 63.03 21.06 63.56
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1203 5 7.63 6.64 87.06 5.21 68.22
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1204 2 6.36 6.36 100.00 5.04 79.12
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1204 4 20.66 20.58 99.62 18.41 89.09
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1204 5 18.06 18.06 100.00 13.51 74.81
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1205 1 62.30 42.95 68.93 48.40 77.68
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1205 2 3.85 3.85 100.00 3.85 100.00
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1205 4 11.38 11.38 100.00 11.37 99.94
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1206 1 10.70 10.70 100.00 8.65 80.79
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1207 6 68.53 56.94 83.09 54.98 80.24
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EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1207 7 12.19 12.19 100.00 12.16 99.79
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1207 10 72.52 56.97 78.56 58.53 80.72
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1208 1 3.50 3.50 100.00 3.50 100.00
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1208 2 46.46 46.46 100.00 46.46 100.00
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1301 1 48.49 36.83 75.96 37.44 77.20
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1301 2 21.24 20.05 94.38 17.39 81.88
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1302 1 36.38 35.77 98.33 33.44 91.94
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1302 2 29.78 29.58 99.36 29.57 99.32
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1303 1 27.31 25.69 94.06 25.02 91.63
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1303 5 29.02 29.02 100.00 25.43 87.65
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1303.036 1.05 1.05 100.00 0.91 86.08
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1304 7 21.34 15.89 74.45 17.86 83.70
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1304 8 46.18 35.60 77.10 34.85 75.48
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1304 11 63.78 56.42 88.47 54.43 85.35
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1305 2 12.22 12.22 100.00 11.09 90.75
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1305 3 4.19 4.19 100.00 3.29 78.59
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1306 2 6.88 6.88 100.00 6.88 100.00
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1401 2 44.01 42.68 96.98 42.14 95.73
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1401 5.01 27.32 21.95 80.34 21.84 79.93
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1602 1 9.75 8.82 90.42 8.89 91.20
EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 1602 2 5.17 4.62 89.47 4.14 80.11
ELK TOWNSHIP 5 1 34.17 34.17 100.00 33.39 97.72
ELK TOWNSHIP 5 7 10.91 10.91 100.00 5.74 52.63
ELK TOWNSHIP 5 9 10.74 10.74 100.00 7.86 73.18
ELK TOWNSHIP 6 27 1.09 1.09 100.00 1.09 100.00
ELK TOWNSHIP 7 1 28.79 28.61 99.39 26.08 90.60
ELK TOWNSHIP 9 3 21.62 21.62 100.00 20.56 95.12
ELK TOWNSHIP 9 7.01 22.98 22.98 100.00 21.05 91.62
ELK TOWNSHIP 10 11.01 35.68 35.68 100.00 31.27 87.64
ELK TOWNSHIP 11 7 15.13 15.13 100.00 14.24 94.15
ELK TOWNSHIP 11 10 8.97 8.97 100.00 6.66 74.23
ELK TOWNSHIP 12 1 15.23 15.23 100.00 15.23 100.00
ELK TOWNSHIP 12 10 9.50 9.50 100.00 6.69 70.43
ELK TOWNSHIP 15 3 12.58 12.58 100.00 10.91 86.71
ELK TOWNSHIP 15 5 4.71 4.71 100.00 4.61 97.86
ELK TOWNSHIP 17 1 16.88 16.88 100.00 15.07 89.32
ELK TOWNSHIP 18 24 50.07 45.36 90.59 37.09 74.06
ELK TOWNSHIP 18 28 27.77 27.32 98.38 23.78 85.62
ELK TOWNSHIP 18 29 5.93 5.93 99.92 4.67 78.66
ELK TOWNSHIP 18 30.01 9.69 8.13 83.87 5.87 60.55
ELK TOWNSHIP 18 31 12.34 12.27 99.42 6.44 52.17
ELK TOWNSHIP 18 47 11.20 11.20 100.00 10.36 92.51
ELK TOWNSHIP 18 48 34.75 34.75 100.00 30.95 89.08
ELK TOWNSHIP 19 1 10.31 8.19 79.44 8.48 82.26
ELK TOWNSHIP 19 12 43.63 43.63 100.00 40.22 92.20
ELK TOWNSHIP 19 14 41.81 41.81 100.00 39.69 94.94
ELK TOWNSHIP 24 4 12.18 9.45 77.61 7.00 57.50
ELK TOWNSHIP 27 1.01 14.12 12.71 89.99 8.72 61.75
ELK TOWNSHIP 27 2 16.75 16.00 95.49 14.07 83.96
ELK TOWNSHIP 27 3.01 6.02 6.00 99.70 5.38 89.44
ELK TOWNSHIP 27 3.01 1.66 6.00 99.70 5.38 89.44
ELK TOWNSHIP 28 15.01 67.32 66.93 99.42 54.51 80.97
ELK TOWNSHIP 29 4 14.47 14.47 100.00 7.61 52.60
ELK TOWNSHIP 29 5 30.53 29.01 95.01 26.66 87.32
ELK TOWNSHIP 29 24 27.10 27.10 100.00 22.47 82.91
ELK TOWNSHIP 29 29 77.25 77.25 100.00 75.45 97.68
ELK TOWNSHIP 31 2.02 4.78 4.78 100.00 4.64 97.02
ELK TOWNSHIP 31 5.01 40.99 40.90 99.80 35.66 87.01
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ELK TOWNSHIP 31 7 60.41 60.30 99.82 39.77 65.84
ELK TOWNSHIP 31 8 68.84 68.84 100.00 61.05 88.68
ELK TOWNSHIP 31 14 26.52 26.46 99.77 24.82 93.60
ELK TOWNSHIP 32 1 24.92 24.92 100.00 24.01 96.32
ELK TOWNSHIP 32 3 1.00 1.00 100.00 1.00 100.00
ELK TOWNSHIP 32 4 73.03 73.03 100.00 58.99 80.77
ELK TOWNSHIP 32 6 55.14 55.14 100.00 52.17 94.60
ELK TOWNSHIP 33 12.03 25.49 25.49 100.00 18.42 72.25
ELK TOWNSHIP 33 12.13 31.37 31.37 100.00 31.18 99.38
ELK TOWNSHIP 34 1.05 16.84 16.84 100.00 16.13 95.80
ELK TOWNSHIP 35 2 20.33 20.33 100.00 14.94 73.50
ELK TOWNSHIP 36 7 9.51 9.51 100.00 9.42 99.01
ELK TOWNSHIP 36 8 6.49 6.49 100.00 4.97 76.60
ELK TOWNSHIP 37 12.03 0.89 0.89 100.00 0.85 96.28
ELK TOWNSHIP 38 2 15.86 15.86 100.00 15.51 97.80
ELK TOWNSHIP 38 5 3.46 3.46 100.00 2.91 84.30
ELK TOWNSHIP 39 1 20.70 20.70 100.00 20.51 99.09
ELK TOWNSHIP 39 2 21.07 21.07 100.00 19.60 93.05
ELK TOWNSHIP 40 1 127.57 127.57 100.00 69.47 54.46
ELK TOWNSHIP 40 8 9.18 9.18 100.00 6.03 65.65
ELK TOWNSHIP 40 18 83.72 83.72 100.00 41.33 49.36
ELK TOWNSHIP 41 2 20.70 20.70 100.00 17.08 82.49
ELK TOWNSHIP 41 10 9.71 9.71 100.00 5.77 59.47
ELK TOWNSHIP 41 14 15.65 15.65 100.00 10.40 66.44
ELK TOWNSHIP 41 16 2.86 2.86 100.00 2.34 81.75
ELK TOWNSHIP 41 17 20.14 20.14 100.00 11.92 59.21
ELK TOWNSHIP 41 27 40.99 40.92 99.81 25.35 61.83
ELK TOWNSHIP 42 7 56.22 56.22 100.00 43.00 76.49
ELK TOWNSHIP 42 9 23.51 23.51 100.00 12.83 54.56
ELK TOWNSHIP 42 10 6.27 6.27 100.00 5.27 84.05
ELK TOWNSHIP 42 18 7.13 7.13 100.00 5.56 78.03
ELK TOWNSHIP 43 1 142.28 142.27 99.99 116.07 81.58
ELK TOWNSHIP 43 2 18.49 18.49 99.98 15.21 82.24
ELK TOWNSHIP 43 4 111.28 111.28 100.00 43.61 39.19
ELK TOWNSHIP 44 4 82.63 82.63 100.00 51.04 61.77
ELK TOWNSHIP 44 6 58.85 58.85 100.00 41.57 70.64
ELK TOWNSHIP 44 8 10.86 10.86 100.00 9.14 84.08
ELK TOWNSHIP 44 16 35.17 35.17 100.00 25.31 71.95
ELK TOWNSHIP 45 22 28.59 28.59 100.00 28.35 99.17
ELK TOWNSHIP 45 23 35.97 35.97 100.00 32.94 91.58
ELK TOWNSHIP 46 2 6.63 6.63 99.94 5.73 86.44
ELK TOWNSHIP 46 7 33.93 33.93 100.00 32.72 96.44
ELK TOWNSHIP 51 2 2.64 2.64 100.00 2.52 95.37
ELK TOWNSHIP 52 1.01 6.88 6.88 100.00 6.58 95.73
ELK TOWNSHIP 52 7 5.66 5.66 100.00 4.49 79.39
ELK TOWNSHIP 52 12.02 9.40 9.40 100.00 9.15 97.33
ELK TOWNSHIP 54 6 21.36 21.36 100.00 14.39 67.37
ELK TOWNSHIP 54 17 14.00 14.00 100.00 11.74 83.88
ELK TOWNSHIP 54 20 111.90 111.90 100.00 63.10 56.39
ELK TOWNSHIP 54 21 19.74 19.74 100.00 18.07 91.55
ELK TOWNSHIP 55 18.02 10.01 10.01 100.00 8.92 89.08
ELK TOWNSHIP 58 1 20.42 20.42 100.00 19.45 95.25
ELK TOWNSHIP 62 3.01 43.23 43.23 100.00 29.01 67.12
ELK TOWNSHIP 62 3.03 19.78 19.71 99.64 17.42 88.09
ELK TOWNSHIP 63 2.01 1.02 1.02 100.00 0.92 89.59
ELK TOWNSHIP 63 2.02 89.52 89.52 100.00 75.07 83.86
ELK TOWNSHIP 65 4.02 10.14 10.14 100.00 5.49 54.18
ELK TOWNSHIP 65 5 68.47 68.30 99.74 53.02 77.42
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ELK TOWNSHIP 67 21 9.89 9.89 100.00 7.85 79.42
ELK TOWNSHIP 68 10 64.60 64.60 100.00 49.20 76.16
ELK TOWNSHIP 172 6 14.44 14.44 100.00 11.42 79.07
ELK TOWNSHIP 172 7 26.68 26.68 100.00 25.55 95.79
ELK TOWNSHIP 175 1 31.50 31.14 98.86 29.32 93.09
ELK TOWNSHIP 175 7 30.25 30.25 100.00 25.44 84.10
ELK TOWNSHIP 175 11 7.47 7.47 100.00 6.51 87.10
ELK TOWNSHIP 175 12 8.72 8.72 100.00 5.15 59.12
ELK TOWNSHIP 175 12.01 5.86 5.86 100.00 5.84 99.75
ELK TOWNSHIP 175 12.02 4.89 4.89 100.00 4.89 99.92
ELK TOWNSHIP 176 3 11.80 11.38 96.44 7.02 59.52
ELK TOWNSHIP 217 1 45.96 45.96 100.00 35.17 76.53
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 103 3 6.08 6.08 100.00 4.78 78.67
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 104 42 28.09 28.09 100.00 19.74 70.28
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 402 44 4.99 4.99 100.00 4.81 96.29
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 702 14 53.35 53.35 100.00 49.40 92.60
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 702 14.01 31.12 31.12 100.00 27.94 89.79
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 702 42 15.88 15.88 100.00 13.05 82.20
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 702 44 3.11 3.11 100.00 3.11 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 802 20 17.81 17.81 100.00 13.69 76.83
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 1001 74 24.85 24.85 100.00 18.12 72.91
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 1101 49 8.87 8.87 100.00 5.61 63.29
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 1101 52 7.58 7.58 100.00 5.46 72.01
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 1201 12 2.23 2.23 100.00 2.23 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 1201 28 10.97 10.23 93.28 9.63 87.74
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 1401 95 28.97 20.63 71.19 20.26 69.92
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 1401 98 7.72 7.39 95.76 6.66 86.30
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 1401 99 0.79 0.79 100.00 0.79 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 1903 1 22.62 22.62 100.00 16.06 71.02
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2001 11 60.81 60.65 99.74 34.66 57.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2002 28.01 10.74 10.74 100.00 10.41 96.91
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2102 20 41.82 41.82 100.00 21.54 51.50
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2302 30 53.96 53.89 99.87 45.80 84.87
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2401 1 12.84 12.69 98.83 6.65 51.79
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2404 10 14.22 14.22 100.00 14.20 99.89
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2404 12 3.00 3.00 100.00 2.94 97.86
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2404 18 24.79 23.28 93.92 17.31 69.83
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2501 2 61.62 61.62 100.00 40.61 65.90
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2601 3 8.32 8.32 100.00 8.15 97.98
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2601 6 21.97 21.97 100.00 21.97 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2701 17.01 11.26 11.26 100.00 10.56 93.78
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2702 7 4.99 4.99 100.00 4.98 99.83
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2702 25 67.24 67.24 100.00 64.49 95.92
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2703 23 4.30 4.30 100.00 4.30 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2704 1 1.47 1.47 100.00 1.47 99.99
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2704 2 1.95 1.95 100.00 1.95 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2801 43 21.14 21.14 100.00 18.89 89.35
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2801 49 6.00 6.00 100.00 5.80 96.67
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2801 50.01 23.10 23.10 100.00 22.21 96.16
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2801 51 41.61 36.96 88.83 40.66 97.72
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 2801 52 38.53 37.94 98.47 37.30 96.81
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 3101 4 9.85 9.85 100.00 8.92 90.52
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 3101 6 3.50 3.50 100.00 3.43 97.77
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 3101 31 34.83 34.83 100.00 22.29 63.98
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 3103 1 1.46 1.46 100.00 1.45 99.68
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 3103 2 1.49 1.49 100.00 1.49 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 3802 11 7.27 7.27 100.00 7.14 98.16
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 4204 3 8.16 8.16 100.00 7.71 94.42
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Acres Percent Acres Percent
Agricultural Soils Tillable Land
Farm Parcels Meeting SADC Minimum Eligibility Criteria for

Municipality Block Lot
Total 
Acres

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 4903 2 2.39 2.39 100.00 2.33 97.50
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 4903 3 12.12 12.12 100.00 7.97 65.75
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 4903 3.01 1.08 1.08 100.00 1.08 99.73
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5002 6 3.87 3.87 100.00 3.87 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5101 4 15.38 15.02 97.66 13.55 88.11
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5101 5 20.67 20.09 97.19 15.41 74.55
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5501 22 2.84 2.84 100.00 2.76 97.41
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5501 23 2.73 2.73 100.00 2.73 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5501 24 13.80 13.80 100.00 13.80 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5601 17 5.59 5.59 100.00 4.61 82.53
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5601 18 8.96 8.96 100.00 8.67 96.80
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5601 32 8.09 8.09 100.00 7.48 92.51
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5602 25 2.32 2.18 94.12 1.87 80.78
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5602 28 5.95 5.95 100.00 5.95 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5602 30 4.24 4.24 100.00 3.58 84.42
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5602 32 16.18 16.18 100.00 14.30 88.41
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5602 44 14.76 14.76 100.00 13.87 94.03
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5602 59 12.60 12.60 100.00 12.29 97.58
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5602 61 9.76 9.76 100.00 9.56 97.92
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5701 12 8.29 8.29 100.00 8.29 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5701 13 14.69 14.69 100.00 13.60 92.57
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5701 16 17.90 17.90 100.00 17.90 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5701 44 28.97 28.97 100.00 18.32 63.24
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5702 71 31.54 31.54 100.00 23.45 74.36
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5801 49 9.54 9.54 100.00 9.52 99.77
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5802 21 88.24 88.24 100.00 66.18 75.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5901 8 6.14 6.14 100.00 5.17 84.18
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5901 88 19.01 19.01 100.00 17.47 91.90
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5901 91 23.44 23.44 100.00 12.39 52.85
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5901 94 8.57 8.57 100.00 8.19 95.49
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5901 95 15.72 15.72 100.00 15.12 96.16
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 5901 96 7.99 7.99 100.00 7.59 94.98
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6002 67 50.40 50.40 100.00 39.56 78.49
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6401 72 19.94 19.80 99.31 12.57 63.08
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6402 19 12.97 12.97 100.00 8.71 67.16
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6402 19.01 14.66 14.66 100.00 11.27 76.89
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6402 22 15.90 15.90 100.00 14.72 92.58
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6402 25 20.01 20.01 100.00 17.55 87.71
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6402 45 5.45 5.45 100.00 4.91 90.07
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6502 8 53.50 53.50 100.00 47.32 88.45
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6503 6 39.68 39.68 100.00 20.26 51.07
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6503 17 11.18 11.18 100.00 10.62 95.07
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6503 25 18.79 18.79 100.00 12.77 67.94
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6601 2 10.91 10.91 100.00 10.91 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6601 3 9.31 9.31 100.00 7.77 83.42
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6601 4 22.88 22.88 100.00 15.44 67.46
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6601 25 3.90 3.90 100.00 3.90 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6601 26 3.55 3.55 100.00 3.55 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6602 9 85.78 85.12 99.23 52.09 60.73
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6602 15 20.46 20.46 100.00 19.02 92.96
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6701 4 3.54 3.54 100.00 3.18 89.80
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6701 16 12.01 12.01 100.00 11.51 95.87
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6701 17 11.76 11.76 100.00 11.17 95.01
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6701 18 5.31 4.60 86.62 5.14 96.73
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6702 1 2.23 1.71 76.77 1.68 75.24
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6702 50 4.86 4.86 100.00 4.23 87.14
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6802 18 12.78 12.39 96.93 10.42 81.53
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6803 1 4.74 4.74 100.00 4.68 98.70
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Agricultural Soils Tillable Land
Farm Parcels Meeting SADC Minimum Eligibility Criteria for

Municipality Block Lot
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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6803 6.01 5.84 5.84 100.00 5.84 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6803 8 8.52 8.52 100.00 5.96 69.95
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6803 18 9.35 9.35 100.00 8.69 92.90
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 7 12.34 12.34 100.00 12.31 99.76
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 12 4.99 4.99 100.00 4.99 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 18 1.39 1.13 81.59 1.13 81.58
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 20 8.88 8.08 90.97 8.06 90.74
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 22 10.02 10.02 100.00 10.02 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 23 14.28 14.28 100.00 14.18 99.28
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 40 16.86 16.86 100.00 11.65 69.12
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 41 1.04 1.04 100.00 1.04 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 47 7.11 7.11 100.00 7.08 99.58
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 48 2.63 2.63 100.00 2.63 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6804 49 3.44 3.44 100.00 3.44 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6805 1 22.02 22.02 100.00 13.20 59.94
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6805 9 22.19 22.19 100.00 19.46 87.70
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6805 25 31.04 31.04 100.00 30.42 98.02
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6805 25 21.99 31.04 100.00 30.42 98.02
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6805 26 11.53 11.53 100.00 7.02 60.89
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6805 27 9.13 9.13 100.00 8.54 93.50
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6805 28 39.88 39.88 100.00 30.01 75.25
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6805 29 18.43 18.43 100.00 18.43 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6805 30 31.26 31.26 100.00 28.23 90.30
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 6902 64 0.51 0.51 100.00 0.45 87.50
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7001 22 3.39 3.39 100.00 3.22 95.02
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7004 41 21.07 21.07 100.00 13.76 65.28
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7004 65 11.97 11.97 100.00 10.52 87.87
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7101 50 12.42 12.42 100.00 9.66 77.78
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7101 53 37.44 37.44 100.00 37.44 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7101 57 5.00 5.00 100.00 5.00 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7101 59 4.10 4.10 100.00 4.10 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7101 60 9.02 9.02 100.00 9.02 100.00
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7101 63 96.34 96.34 100.00 85.08 88.31
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7101 83 120.38 115.84 96.23 43.04 35.75
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7102 7 22.27 22.27 100.00 20.68 92.90
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7102 8 22.78 22.78 100.00 20.28 89.02
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7102 18 8.20 8.20 100.00 6.84 83.43
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7201 5 13.93 13.93 100.00 12.13 87.09
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7202 7 16.13 16.13 100.00 10.74 66.59
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7203 22 5.83 5.83 100.00 5.76 98.75
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7203 37 16.35 16.35 100.00 15.84 96.91
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 7203 38 1.63 1.63 100.00 1.63 99.61
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 195 1 7.17 5.12 71.37 5.39 75.16
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 195 2 6.65 6.28 94.48 5.88 88.53
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 196.01 15 25.42 24.17 95.10 15.02 59.11
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 197 1 23.35 23.35 100.00 20.65 88.45
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 197 2.03 22.53 22.51 99.91 17.76 78.85
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 197 12 29.19 26.82 91.86 22.82 78.16
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 198 2 40.00 36.73 91.82 34.65 86.63
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 198 3 1.96 1.96 100.00 1.86 94.84
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 198 7 3.00 3.00 100.00 3.00 100.00
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 333 1 34.70 29.87 86.09 18.20 52.46
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 355 1 4.27 4.26 99.72 4.04 94.57
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 355 2 0.66 0.66 100.00 0.66 99.92
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 359 1.01 7.75 7.75 100.00 7.63 98.46
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 360 1.01 4.73 4.73 100.00 4.71 99.39
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 361 3 14.36 13.78 95.94 12.98 90.35
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 409 14 3.34 2.96 88.44 3.21 96.09
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GLASSBORO BOROUGH 413 3 11.64 11.64 100.00 7.01 60.22
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 413 11 9.19 9.19 100.00 6.69 72.79
GLASSBORO BOROUGH 414 4.02 4.97 4.97 100.00 4.25 85.63
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 105 3.04 4.22 4.22 100.00 4.19 99.26
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 169 3 5.66 5.10 90.05 5.11 90.28
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 169 11 38.55 37.86 98.21 34.27 88.88
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 169 21 0.30 0.30 100.00 0.28 93.93
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 169 22 0.44 0.44 100.00 0.44 100.00
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 169 28 7.14 7.14 100.00 5.44 76.22
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 171 3 5.97 5.93 99.41 4.81 80.58
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 171 3.01 11.92 11.84 99.33 6.44 54.05
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 225 1 1.91 1.91 100.00 1.86 97.70
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 234 1 8.91 7.86 88.31 6.19 69.48
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 234 2 10.48 8.54 81.52 9.79 93.38
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 242 5 12.48 12.48 100.00 7.62 61.09
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 244 1 3.71 3.71 100.00 3.47 93.56
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 244 2 12.90 12.90 100.00 12.45 96.47
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 248 1 57.18 45.27 79.18 37.77 66.05
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 252 2 126.78 123.55 97.45 78.55 61.95
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 255 1.02 9.26 9.26 100.00 5.57 60.11
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 255 2 10.70 9.92 92.77 8.65 80.88
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 257 1 21.69 21.69 100.00 11.59 53.44
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 259 1.01 28.84 26.88 93.22 21.17 73.42
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 260 1 43.25 38.99 90.16 23.98 55.45
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 260 2 27.38 25.30 92.41 16.16 59.02
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 260 3 21.71 21.71 100.00 21.71 100.00
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 261 3 59.24 51.70 87.27 45.23 76.35
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 262 3 37.37 37.37 100.00 25.05 67.04
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 263 7 23.61 18.66 79.02 18.50 78.36
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 264 2 44.25 42.33 95.67 34.67 78.34
GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 265 1 18.20 14.61 80.31 15.50 85.15
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 2.01 3 2.15 2.02 93.60 2.15 99.88
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 2.01 4 0.41 0.41 100.00 0.41 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 3 1 57.71 57.71 100.00 56.99 98.75
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 3 2 88.97 88.97 100.00 78.29 88.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 3 4 98.11 93.17 94.96 96.85 98.72
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 4 3 0.78 0.78 100.00 0.78 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 1 8.52 8.52 100.00 7.10 83.41
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 6 20.92 17.44 83.33 17.22 82.29
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 7 26.05 25.99 99.75 25.92 99.50
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 8 43.63 24.80 56.84 36.93 84.65
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 10 77.62 64.19 82.70 65.53 84.43
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 11 29.73 24.19 81.36 25.71 86.47
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 13 44.28 28.78 64.99 24.52 55.38
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 15 1.95 1.95 100.00 1.95 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 6 5 49.01 48.80 99.56 42.03 85.75
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 7 2 21.88 20.40 93.22 14.49 66.23
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 9 1 17.18 16.52 96.17 12.70 73.96
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 10 2 17.63 17.63 100.00 10.09 57.23
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 10 3 7.04 7.04 100.00 5.09 72.27
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 10 12 7.76 7.76 100.00 6.32 81.44
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 10 21 15.87 15.87 100.00 9.38 59.09
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 10.02 3.07 10.11 10.11 100.00 7.50 74.20
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 10.02 5.02 4.14 3.40 82.26 3.84 92.90
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 11 1 18.51 18.51 100.00 11.99 64.76
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 6 13.20 13.20 100.00 8.47 64.18
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 15 5 10.04 10.04 100.00 6.43 64.02
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 1 138.68 102.47 73.89 83.08 59.91
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HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 2 21.90 18.20 83.13 17.95 81.96
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 4 23.18 23.18 100.00 22.85 98.59
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 6 21.74 20.72 95.31 21.25 97.76
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 7.01 19.62 16.22 82.70 16.76 85.41
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 9 25.38 21.90 86.30 15.86 62.49
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 18 1 125.78 103.65 82.40 101.09 80.37
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 19 1 27.04 27.04 100.00 26.25 97.08
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 19 2 35.50 35.50 100.00 34.02 95.82
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 19 3 50.38 50.38 100.00 49.45 98.16
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 20 1 42.54 42.54 100.00 40.85 96.03
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 22 12 18.22 18.06 99.09 17.02 93.40
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 22 15 4.04 4.04 100.00 3.96 97.99
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 24 2 8.85 8.85 100.00 8.78 99.26
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 24 3 17.21 16.94 98.44 16.24 94.35
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 24 4 8.63 8.63 100.00 8.46 98.08
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 24 17 0.09 0.09 100.00 0.09 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 1 2.72 2.41 88.89 2.49 91.63
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 1 1.12 2.41 88.89 2.49 91.63
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 1 1.12 2.41 88.89 2.49 91.63
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 1 1.03 2.41 88.89 2.49 91.63
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 1 1.01 2.41 88.89 2.49 91.63
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 2 12.85 8.85 68.88 7.44 57.89
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 3 2.27 2.27 100.00 2.27 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 29 3 31.99 31.99 100.00 29.32 91.64
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 29 4 9.31 9.28 99.60 9.31 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 29 6 39.78 39.78 100.00 38.94 97.89
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 29 9.06 1.52 1.52 100.00 1.16 76.84
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 29 10 53.80 53.80 100.00 51.99 96.64
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 30 1 20.49 20.49 100.00 20.49 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 31 1 14.26 13.95 97.81 8.23 57.72
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 31 1.19 5.02 5.02 100.00 4.78 95.13
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 31 11 48.49 47.14 97.20 45.35 93.52
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 31 11.04 1.02 1.02 100.00 0.97 95.17
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 32 4 4.22 4.22 100.00 3.96 93.95
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33 1 67.32 59.20 87.93 66.90 99.38
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33 2 56.39 48.94 86.78 52.88 93.77
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33 2.05 0.07 0.06 83.37 0.07 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33 4 29.99 20.02 66.75 18.32 61.07
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33 5 24.20 24.14 99.72 23.47 96.96
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33 6 46.84 42.85 91.47 28.11 60.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33 10 7.49 7.22 96.43 5.75 76.77
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33 10.03 7.96 7.88 98.98 5.37 67.37
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33 11.02 12.64 9.37 74.18 9.47 74.94
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33 15 57.83 43.84 75.81 45.36 78.44
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33.01 1 0.16 0.16 100.00 0.14 85.18
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33.01 5 12.09 12.09 100.00 11.91 98.53
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33.01 5.04 1.01 1.01 100.00 1.01 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 33.01 5.05 1.00 1.00 100.00 1.00 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 34 2 16.73 16.73 100.00 15.24 91.05
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 34 30 1.99 1.99 100.00 1.79 89.97
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 34 33 0.92 0.92 100.00 0.88 94.89
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 34 43 25.98 25.98 100.00 22.45 86.41
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 36 2.02 13.10 12.79 97.59 13.06 99.71
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 36 5.01 0.17 0.17 100.00 0.15 86.49
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 36 16 19.72 17.31 87.82 11.06 56.09
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 36 16.02 27.74 22.15 79.86 21.73 78.34
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 37 3 42.19 42.19 100.00 35.94 85.18
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 37 6 15.99 15.43 96.48 10.50 65.65
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HARRISON TOWNSHIP 41.01 1 9.07 6.17 68.02 7.76 85.52
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 44 0 0.47 0.44 94.38 0.39 84.69
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 44 1 13.26 10.27 77.45 12.71 95.86
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 44 2 42.46 35.48 83.55 38.14 89.83
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 44 4 21.66 19.04 87.89 13.62 62.90
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 45 5 15.44 13.78 89.28 13.78 89.26
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 45 8 11.95 8.81 73.75 7.71 64.48
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 45 10 28.71 22.73 79.16 23.61 82.22
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 45 11 97.49 96.97 99.47 93.45 95.86
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 45 16 64.17 63.47 98.90 54.35 84.69
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 45 19 1.07 1.07 100.00 1.03 95.94
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 45.01 3 7.93 7.93 100.00 7.93 99.95
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 46 1 61.23 45.06 73.60 39.06 63.79
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 46 2 19.99 17.79 89.00 17.91 89.59
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 46 3.01 5.54 5.07 91.49 4.67 84.24
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 46 3.02 6.47 6.04 93.31 6.36 98.28
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 46 3.03 8.62 8.57 99.39 8.05 93.38
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 46 4 67.17 67.07 99.86 65.34 97.28
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 46 5 19.39 19.39 100.00 19.10 98.52
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 47 1 35.38 35.38 100.00 35.39 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 47 2 3.70 3.70 100.00 3.70 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 47 3 12.31 12.31 100.00 12.23 99.35
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 47 4 0.55 0.55 100.00 0.55 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 48 1 0.65 0.65 100.00 0.53 80.83
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 49 1 21.88 20.58 94.04 20.98 95.88
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 49 1.06 2.04 1.75 85.64 1.54 75.22
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 49 1.08 2.17 1.96 90.56 1.71 79.09
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 49 3 64.40 53.86 83.64 50.81 78.89
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 49 5 45.06 45.06 100.00 27.81 61.72
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 49 6 90.27 71.00 78.66 68.79 76.21
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 50 2.01 18.72 16.09 85.95 12.06 64.41
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 50 2.02 28.56 17.28 60.51 16.46 57.65
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 51 1 101.72 65.35 64.25 62.66 61.61
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 52 11 55.48 51.17 92.22 50.93 91.80
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 52 17 0.12 0.12 100.00 0.12 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 52 25 0.11 0.11 100.00 0.11 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 52 26 0.55 0.55 100.00 0.50 90.03
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 52 27 0.11 0.11 100.00 0.10 95.85
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 52 28 0.05 0.05 100.00 0.05 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 52 29 0.11 0.11 100.00 0.11 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 53 2 40.79 28.02 68.69 26.45 64.84
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 53 7 3.08 3.08 100.00 3.08 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 53 8 13.17 8.18 62.13 8.15 61.89
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 54 1 97.34 67.77 69.62 69.36 71.26
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 56 3 93.13 85.81 92.15 67.18 72.14
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 56 4.01 9.30 9.30 100.00 9.30 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 56 4.02 19.99 19.99 100.00 17.14 85.72
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 56 4.03 10.48 9.47 90.32 8.69 82.86
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 56 5 100.51 91.34 90.89 92.87 92.40
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 56 6 61.49 61.49 100.00 59.67 97.03
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 56 11 20.01 20.01 100.00 15.67 78.35
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 57 1 4.55 4.55 100.00 3.98 87.38
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 57 15 108.15 71.74 66.33 81.41 75.27
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 57 22.02 5.14 4.95 96.41 5.14 100.00
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 59.19 40 15.72 15.72 100.00 11.64 74.02
HARRISON TOWNSHIP 64 2 36.14 31.86 88.17 31.75 87.85
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 201 6 169.83 63.06 37.13 55.48 32.67
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 502 6 69.14 67.12 97.08 35.80 51.78
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Agricultural Soils Tillable Land
Farm Parcels Meeting SADC Minimum Eligibility Criteria for

Municipality Block Lot
Total 
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LOGAN TOWNSHIP 605 3 50.75 49.73 98.00 28.25 55.68
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 605 9 3.50 3.50 100.00 3.14 89.82
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 605 11 68.94 67.08 97.30 38.89 56.41
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 701 1 7.61 7.61 100.00 6.75 88.66
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 701 3 19.60 19.60 100.00 14.50 74.00
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 701 12 44.35 44.35 100.00 33.59 75.75
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 701 19 12.44 12.44 100.00 7.82 62.92
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 701 20 43.01 43.01 100.00 33.56 78.04
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 702 7 46.20 46.20 100.00 43.64 94.47
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 702 10 62.54 45.11 72.14 39.35 62.92
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 702 11 52.78 34.07 64.56 27.49 52.09
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 703 1 41.45 41.45 100.00 40.94 98.78
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 703 2 103.52 103.52 100.00 70.72 68.32
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 703 4 42.05 42.05 100.00 28.57 67.94
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 703 5 46.15 46.15 100.00 32.93 71.36
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 703 11 37.26 37.26 100.00 36.71 98.52
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 703 12 1.03 1.03 100.00 1.03 100.00
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 703 13 1.09 1.09 100.00 1.06 97.20
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 703 15 23.31 23.31 100.00 21.07 90.37
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 801 1 98.75 98.75 100.00 70.48 71.37
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 801 31 112.23 112.23 100.00 58.97 52.54
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 801 32 36.58 36.58 100.00 26.76 73.15
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 801 36 47.31 47.31 100.00 40.29 85.16
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 801 55 29.35 29.35 100.00 21.60 73.61
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 801 56 35.44 35.44 100.00 21.26 59.97
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1002 2 14.74 14.71 99.75 14.18 96.16
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1002 3 37.34 36.09 96.65 22.60 60.54
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1002 4 11.60 11.60 100.00 10.55 90.92
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1002 5 15.96 15.96 100.00 15.91 99.70
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1002 6 0.81 0.81 100.00 0.81 100.00
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1002 7 34.55 31.16 90.20 29.78 86.20
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1003 2 46.24 37.22 80.50 34.03 73.60
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1003 7 38.02 38.02 100.00 36.53 96.09
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1003 8 123.31 123.31 100.00 77.47 62.83
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1003 10 99.73 91.33 91.58 56.42 56.57
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1003 13 12.65 12.65 100.00 8.42 66.57
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1004 1 10.54 9.06 86.01 7.90 74.95
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1004 4 64.92 64.92 100.00 39.20 60.39
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1004 5 58.76 58.76 100.00 34.48 58.69
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1004 9 37.09 37.09 100.00 30.27 81.62
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1101 1 13.49 13.47 99.87 11.54 85.52
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1102 15 19.26 19.25 99.90 16.52 85.77
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1102 17 18.40 15.93 86.57 9.58 52.04
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1102 18 30.38 30.38 100.00 18.18 59.83
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1102 19 21.88 20.79 95.01 15.83 72.33
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1501 5 56.87 56.25 98.90 47.86 84.16
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1502 6 58.15 42.08 72.37 50.98 87.66
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1502 10 20.13 15.58 77.40 13.56 67.37
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1502 12 90.17 89.91 99.72 67.33 74.67
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1503 1 29.55 26.05 88.16 21.84 73.92
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1503 5 49.42 41.34 83.65 27.36 55.36
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 1702 15 51.57 42.34 82.11 38.66 74.96
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2301 8 50.26 47.86 95.23 36.45 72.53
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2303 2 8.50 8.50 100.00 8.22 96.71
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2303 8 21.45 18.93 88.25 16.16 75.36
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2304 1 10.08 9.96 98.87 6.41 63.59
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2304 3 11.44 11.29 98.71 10.29 89.97
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2801 27 37.55 37.05 98.66 33.43 89.01
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LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2801 30 46.46 44.52 95.83 27.86 59.96
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2801 35 76.47 34.22 44.75 28.53 37.30
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2803 1 114.70 114.23 99.59 87.41 76.21
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2803 4 43.35 43.35 100.00 31.29 72.19
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2803 8 50.17 50.17 100.00 46.01 91.72
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2803 12.02 18.34 18.34 100.00 10.21 55.68
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2804 1 11.06 10.36 93.67 10.12 91.48
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 2901 20 98.52 58.72 59.60 26.69 27.09
LOGAN TOWNSHIP 3102 5 62.24 59.51 95.62 35.79 57.50
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 1 1 19.16 19.16 100.00 19.15 99.97
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 1 3 20.15 19.92 98.86 19.62 97.37
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 1 4 6.45 6.45 100.00 5.31 82.43
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 1 5 23.37 20.73 88.69 23.24 99.43
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 2 4 80.56 52.13 64.71 42.25 52.45
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 2 5 7.37 6.66 90.48 6.92 93.92
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 2 9 22.44 22.15 98.69 18.56 82.70
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 2 10 47.87 38.34 80.09 34.85 72.81
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 3 1 5.32 5.32 100.00 5.32 100.00
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 1 8.53 8.22 96.37 7.35 86.19
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 4 40.82 38.56 94.46 33.62 82.36
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 7 50.15 49.93 99.55 49.01 97.73
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 7.01 16.23 16.23 100.00 13.48 83.04
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 13 36.11 26.89 74.46 26.60 73.66
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 14.03 11.05 6.75 61.10 5.69 51.47
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 15 18.35 18.35 100.00 15.36 83.70
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 17 10.68 10.68 100.00 7.73 72.37
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 19 41.54 36.14 87.00 31.36 75.49
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 22 5.47 5.47 100.00 4.40 80.52
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 4 26 17.62 16.60 94.17 9.37 53.14
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 5 1 3.36 3.36 100.00 3.36 100.00
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 5 3 53.27 30.67 57.56 27.91 52.39
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 5 4 28.29 28.29 100.00 23.58 83.33
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 5 10.03 10.11 9.90 97.97 5.34 52.87
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 5 14 13.37 13.37 100.00 13.28 99.38
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 5 16 31.51 30.47 96.72 30.43 96.59
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 6 5.02 26.02 18.82 72.32 18.10 69.53
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 6 5.17 1.35 1.35 99.59 1.27 93.87
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 52 1 16.82 16.46 97.85 14.33 85.21
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 52 2 32.55 31.95 98.16 25.07 77.01
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 54 4 33.50 24.67 73.63 24.52 73.18
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 158 4 18.88 10.62 56.27 11.40 60.37
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 158 4.05 22.47 18.89 84.08 14.15 62.97
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 158 4.06 9.82 9.80 99.79 7.69 78.30
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 160 8 60.41 47.91 79.31 25.34 41.95
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 170 3 24.12 24.03 99.63 21.28 88.26
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 172 6 32.40 25.47 78.60 21.42 66.11
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 172 6.05 7.99 6.91 86.47 5.07 63.47
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 195 1.02 18.73 9.71 51.84 11.30 60.36
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 198.03 1 15.92 13.82 86.82 8.39 52.72
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 242 6 23.87 20.70 86.75 14.21 59.54
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 242.01 1 51.64 42.33 81.97 38.88 75.29
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 243 1 39.72 24.81 62.45 22.34 56.24
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 248 2 16.03 12.55 78.27 10.75 67.05
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 248 2.02 11.68 7.90 67.63 6.22 53.28
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 254 5.01 8.75 8.26 94.42 5.95 68.05
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 256 5.02 11.20 11.20 100.00 8.03 71.70
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 260 4 38.73 38.67 99.85 38.50 99.39
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 260 4.02 6.53 6.40 97.99 6.53 100.00
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MANTUA TOWNSHIP 260 13 13.38 13.38 100.00 10.01 74.86
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 260 15 83.05 83.05 100.00 62.08 74.75
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 260 15.01 9.00 9.00 100.00 5.65 62.79
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 260 16 17.20 17.20 100.00 17.17 99.84
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 261.01 14 4.40 4.40 100.00 4.40 100.00
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 261.01 15.02 1.07 1.07 100.00 1.03 96.78
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 261.01 16 5.24 5.24 100.00 5.24 100.00
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 261.01 16.03 3.38 3.38 100.00 3.38 100.00
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 261.01 16.04 7.55 7.55 100.00 7.43 98.38
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 261.01 17 5.91 5.91 100.00 4.47 75.73
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 263 3 9.04 9.04 100.00 6.99 77.33
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 263 3.01 16.97 14.36 84.59 10.82 63.73
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 263.01 4.03 41.76 34.47 82.56 33.05 79.15
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 265 1 100.63 77.65 77.17 63.08 62.69
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 265 2 67.40 65.82 97.65 61.79 91.67
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 272 1.04 24.91 18.37 73.74 17.34 69.60
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 272 17 17.06 17.06 100.00 16.76 98.24
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 2.02 5.12 4.03 78.62 4.47 87.30
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 3 29.37 25.30 86.14 22.91 78.01
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 19.05 6.23 4.78 76.69 5.04 80.88
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 19.09 3.04 3.04 100.00 3.04 100.00
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 19.10 3.34 3.34 100.00 3.32 99.60
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 20 111.69 70.32 62.96 69.94 62.62
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 22 62.13 49.21 79.21 51.20 82.41
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 23.02 17.22 12.66 73.50 9.05 52.58
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 25 33.48 29.81 89.04 31.02 92.66
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 26.01 20.17 20.17 100.00 17.28 85.69
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 26.02 26.07 24.05 92.28 17.40 66.77
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 273 26.03 4.87 4.84 99.42 3.95 81.14
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 274 1 123.06 111.61 90.69 79.20 64.35
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 274 7.02 10.09 8.11 80.42 5.83 57.74
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 276 1.05 9.12 8.82 96.72 6.79 74.47
MANTUA TOWNSHIP 276 20 26.53 26.53 100.00 20.38 76.81
MONROE TOWNSHIP 101 2 36.68 36.60 99.79 25.66 69.95
MONROE TOWNSHIP 101 12 4.88 4.88 100.00 4.62 94.79
MONROE TOWNSHIP 101 39 27.44 27.44 100.00 19.65 71.59
MONROE TOWNSHIP 2201 20 4.91 4.91 100.00 3.94 80.26
MONROE TOWNSHIP 2201 21 0.93 0.93 100.00 0.91 97.53
MONROE TOWNSHIP 2501 7 9.25 9.25 100.00 5.81 62.77
MONROE TOWNSHIP 2501 8 14.93 14.93 100.00 11.95 80.02
MONROE TOWNSHIP 2702 23 0.55 0.55 100.00 0.51 92.19
MONROE TOWNSHIP 2702 26 16.15 16.15 100.00 13.71 84.91
MONROE TOWNSHIP 2702 32 9.58 9.58 100.00 8.92 93.17
MONROE TOWNSHIP 2702 33 16.96 16.96 100.00 14.56 85.82
MONROE TOWNSHIP 2802 9 7.28 7.28 100.00 6.11 83.89
MONROE TOWNSHIP 2901 20 8.43 8.43 100.00 7.65 90.67
MONROE TOWNSHIP 3101 10 7.56 7.42 98.27 5.70 75.38
MONROE TOWNSHIP 3503 5 6.08 5.48 90.05 5.07 83.30
MONROE TOWNSHIP 3801 3 2.45 2.45 100.00 2.41 98.36
MONROE TOWNSHIP 3801 31 2.11 2.11 100.00 1.90 90.28
MONROE TOWNSHIP 3801 32 2.25 2.25 100.00 2.23 98.94
MONROE TOWNSHIP 3901 20 58.19 58.19 100.00 46.14 79.29
MONROE TOWNSHIP 4001 26 19.49 19.49 100.00 16.39 84.11
MONROE TOWNSHIP 4103 31 13.67 13.67 100.00 11.79 86.22
MONROE TOWNSHIP 4401 29 9.79 9.79 100.00 9.50 97.03
MONROE TOWNSHIP 4701 8 7.87 6.37 80.93 5.04 64.08
MONROE TOWNSHIP 5002 9 3.96 3.96 100.00 3.22 81.27
MONROE TOWNSHIP 5002 10 6.37 6.37 100.00 6.16 96.79
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MONROE TOWNSHIP 5501 17 35.94 35.94 100.00 20.67 57.51
MONROE TOWNSHIP 6101 8 11.44 6.45 56.33 10.54 92.15
MONROE TOWNSHIP 6901 10 20.76 20.76 99.96 18.37 88.48
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8001 7 1.99 1.99 100.00 1.99 100.00
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 17 3.42 3.42 100.00 3.16 92.56
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 18 3.72 3.72 100.00 3.63 97.68
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 19 7.49 7.49 100.00 7.40 98.81
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 42 10.25 8.93 87.18 6.11 59.66
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 43 2.85 2.47 86.64 2.39 83.88
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 44 7.70 7.70 100.00 5.00 64.97
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 61 7.31 7.31 100.00 6.92 94.62
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 62 7.24 7.24 100.00 6.62 91.46
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 67 1.65 1.65 100.00 1.61 97.52
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 68 3.53 3.53 100.00 3.53 100.00
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 74 3.67 3.67 100.00 3.61 98.30
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 75 3.71 3.71 100.00 3.71 100.00
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8101 76 3.70 3.70 100.00 3.70 99.92
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8201 1 23.69 21.62 91.29 14.06 59.37
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8201 2 10.76 10.76 100.00 8.10 75.30
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8401 10 88.89 88.89 100.00 73.02 82.15
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8601 1 6.54 6.21 94.84 5.79 88.50
MONROE TOWNSHIP 8601 3 17.39 16.70 96.00 12.06 69.33
MONROE TOWNSHIP 9901 1 10.89 10.89 100.00 9.32 85.63
MONROE TOWNSHIP 9901 1.01 9.30 9.11 97.98 8.08 86.89
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10301 2 14.98 14.98 100.00 13.06 87.21
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10301 11 39.86 39.85 99.97 20.27 50.85
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10301 12 76.51 76.51 100.00 59.45 77.70
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10501 1 106.45 106.45 100.00 35.88 33.71
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10801 18.01 52.34 51.52 98.44 29.30 55.97
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10801 18.02 10.92 10.92 100.00 6.43 58.87
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10801 18.03 10.65 10.65 100.00 8.05 75.55
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10801 18.04 9.69 9.69 100.00 5.37 55.43
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10901 1 4.14 4.14 100.00 4.14 100.00
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10901 4 15.55 15.55 100.00 13.71 88.19
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10901 13 75.79 75.79 100.00 73.42 96.87
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10901 17 35.13 34.56 98.38 25.41 72.33
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10901 25 8.45 8.45 100.00 7.89 93.37
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10901 32 8.57 8.57 100.00 7.47 87.14
MONROE TOWNSHIP 10901 41 4.75 4.75 100.00 4.38 92.22
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12201 7 9.39 9.39 99.99 8.36 89.07
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12301 1 8.14 8.14 100.00 6.38 78.48
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12401 21 20.94 20.94 100.00 17.46 83.36
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12503 12 2.77 2.77 100.00 2.72 98.27
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12503 14 22.60 22.60 100.00 12.54 55.50
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12601 22 10.94 10.94 100.00 7.59 69.34
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12601 95 7.42 7.42 100.00 6.08 81.92
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12601 97 7.71 7.71 100.00 6.68 86.64
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12601 98 5.38 5.38 100.00 4.46 83.01
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12601 99 2.36 2.36 100.00 2.36 100.00
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12601 101.02 3.79 3.79 100.00 3.70 97.40
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12601 101.03 39.87 39.87 100.00 39.50 99.08
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12601 102 8.69 8.69 100.00 8.69 100.00
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12701 18 6.71 6.71 100.00 6.46 96.16
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12701 19 19.61 19.61 100.00 19.49 99.40
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12702 1 34.08 34.08 100.00 32.96 96.70
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12801 9 7.56 7.56 100.00 6.08 80.49
MONROE TOWNSHIP 12801 10 28.78 28.78 100.00 26.78 93.04
MONROE TOWNSHIP 13001 16 35.79 35.79 100.00 26.65 74.47
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MONROE TOWNSHIP 13001 18 9.66 9.66 100.00 8.13 84.13
MONROE TOWNSHIP 13801 19.01 2.25 2.25 100.00 2.07 91.97
MONROE TOWNSHIP 13801 19.02 3.12 3.12 100.00 2.73 87.58
MONROE TOWNSHIP 13901 16 13.08 13.08 100.00 10.02 76.61
MONROE TOWNSHIP 13902 21 29.54 29.54 100.00 23.73 80.32
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14001 13 20.21 20.21 100.00 12.96 64.11
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14001 16 100.11 100.11 100.00 42.62 42.58
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14301 10 15.30 15.18 99.25 12.29 80.33
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14401 11 9.30 7.60 81.70 6.18 66.48
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14801 10 12.77 12.77 100.00 12.41 97.15
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14801 11 19.89 19.89 100.00 19.89 100.00
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14801 13 44.59 44.59 100.00 44.59 100.00
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14801 42 22.92 22.92 100.00 22.41 97.74
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14901 8 1.97 1.97 100.00 1.84 93.33
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14901 10 7.17 7.17 100.00 6.25 87.16
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14901 44 5.85 5.85 100.00 5.07 86.62
MONROE TOWNSHIP 14901 45 5.85 5.85 100.00 5.34 91.31
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15001 4 6.09 6.09 100.00 5.52 90.68
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15001 5 21.24 21.24 100.00 17.12 80.60
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15001 10.01 8.35 8.35 100.00 7.47 89.53
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15001 10.04 8.50 8.50 100.00 6.78 79.74
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15202 7 16.01 16.01 100.00 8.17 51.02
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15303 2 21.65 21.65 100.00 18.79 86.79
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15401 11 6.28 6.28 100.00 5.10 81.24
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15401 12 18.21 18.21 100.00 16.32 89.61
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15401 30.02 5.88 5.88 100.00 5.37 91.21
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15402 5 4.17 4.17 100.00 3.17 76.04
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15402 6 3.96 3.96 100.00 3.95 99.72
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15402 7 4.03 4.03 100.00 4.03 100.00
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15402 14 3.22 3.22 100.00 3.22 100.00
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15402 15 3.22 3.22 100.00 3.09 96.20
MONROE TOWNSHIP 15402 17 2.92 2.92 100.00 2.77 95.07
NEWFIELD BOROUGH 402 1 32.25 32.25 100.00 22.36 69.32
NEWFIELD BOROUGH 700 17 10.02 10.02 100.00 9.31 92.91
NEWFIELD BOROUGH 700 24 18.96 18.16 95.79 13.99 73.83
NEWFIELD BOROUGH 1000 3 28.40 28.40 100.00 26.17 92.16
NEWFIELD BOROUGH 1000 4 8.41 8.41 100.00 6.49 77.14
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 1 2 14.94 13.41 89.73 13.65 91.36
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 1 3 41.31 40.79 98.76 38.03 92.08
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 1 6 11.59 11.59 100.00 11.52 99.32
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 1 7 5.05 5.05 100.00 4.83 95.63
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 1 8 5.75 5.75 100.00 4.77 83.05
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 2 3 22.37 22.37 100.00 22.25 99.47
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 2 7 2.83 2.83 100.00 2.21 78.04
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 3 6 68.93 36.85 53.47 26.66 38.68
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 3 14 9.67 7.12 73.55 6.52 67.40
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 3 15 9.51 9.28 97.58 7.26 76.37
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 4 14 8.44 8.44 100.00 6.34 75.07
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 4 25 5.48 5.48 100.00 4.77 87.07
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 2 7.01 7.01 100.00 5.48 78.24
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 3 0.31 0.31 100.00 0.30 98.07
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 4 30.74 30.17 98.14 30.38 98.84
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 5 55.60 40.75 73.29 34.29 61.66
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 8 21.10 21.10 100.00 17.94 85.03
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 9 14.96 14.96 100.00 10.86 72.64
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 5 11 129.64 108.83 83.94 90.52 69.82
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 6 1.01 9.10 9.10 100.00 6.90 75.88
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 6 4 19.93 11.91 59.75 14.28 71.66
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Farm Parcels Meeting SADC Minimum Eligibility Criteria for

Municipality Block Lot
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SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 6 6 18.18 18.18 100.00 13.86 76.23
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 6 13 41.09 35.58 86.59 29.08 70.76
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 7 1 94.81 73.98 78.03 80.46 84.86
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 7 8 12.39 10.62 85.73 9.16 73.95
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 7 8.01 9.05 7.48 82.66 5.71 63.13
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 8 6 7.71 7.71 100.00 6.77 87.82
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 8 7 37.78 37.78 100.00 37.02 98.00
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 8 19.01 10.16 7.73 76.11 6.93 68.28
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 9 4 120.92 112.96 93.42 110.25 91.17
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 9 5 66.36 50.02 75.38 64.68 97.47
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 9 6 52.02 42.33 81.36 26.06 50.10
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 9 7 11.86 11.86 100.00 11.83 99.76
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 9 8 43.13 31.67 73.43 38.51 89.29
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 9 9 118.87 102.36 86.11 112.65 94.77
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 11 30 8.50 7.87 92.55 8.39 98.69
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 13 5 26.05 26.05 100.00 23.12 88.75
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 13 5.02 6.58 6.58 100.00 6.58 100.00
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 13 7 5.79 5.79 100.00 4.79 82.83
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 6 32.11 32.11 100.00 29.80 92.82
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 7 70.25 70.25 100.00 59.60 84.84
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 10 10.04 10.04 100.00 7.03 70.05
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 12 9.93 9.93 100.00 7.09 71.44
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 13 60.82 60.82 100.00 56.27 92.51
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 16 8.21 8.21 100.00 5.11 62.27
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 20 8.22 8.22 100.00 6.71 81.64
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 24 9.28 9.28 100.00 7.48 80.68
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 30.02 11.70 11.70 100.00 11.00 93.98
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 31 34.52 34.52 100.00 29.92 86.67
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 14 32 10.19 10.19 100.00 5.85 57.48
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 15 3 18.54 18.54 100.00 15.32 82.62
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 15 26 9.02 9.02 100.00 8.48 94.05
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 15 91 33.25 29.95 90.06 28.08 84.45
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 15 93 1.64 1.64 100.00 1.64 100.00
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 1 16.71 16.66 99.69 16.38 98.03
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 2 111.01 87.37 78.71 82.63 74.44
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 3 17.14 16.36 95.43 13.62 79.47
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 7 6.27 5.33 85.04 5.10 81.38
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 8 37.49 37.48 99.98 35.73 95.30
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 9 10.69 8.11 75.87 8.38 78.36
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 17 17 10.50 10.45 99.50 10.00 95.24
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 18 1 91.77 52.93 57.68 46.28 50.43
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 18 2 96.71 86.02 88.94 83.87 86.72
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 18 3 34.78 34.78 100.00 34.77 99.98
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 18 3.01 18.59 14.72 79.21 11.48 61.77
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 18 3.03 32.15 31.86 99.09 31.32 97.41
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 18 3.04 6.28 6.23 99.27 4.89 77.94
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 19 1 30.56 26.73 87.47 28.08 91.88
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 19 2 43.09 41.32 95.87 43.09 100.00
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 19 3 10.26 10.26 100.00 7.73 75.37
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 20 2 125.50 125.50 100.00 116.75 93.03
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 20 3 7.08 7.08 100.00 6.90 97.42
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 20 3.03 31.50 25.50 80.94 29.09 92.35
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 20 4 28.50 28.47 99.87 27.43 96.24
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 20 5 4.40 4.40 100.00 4.40 100.00
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 20 7 19.36 19.36 100.00 19.29 99.63
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 24 22 5.86 5.86 100.00 4.48 76.55
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 24 73 10.30 10.30 100.00 5.85 56.77
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 27 4 69.51 43.73 62.91 51.09 73.50
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SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 2 9.72 9.72 100.00 9.61 98.92
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 3 138.92 129.59 93.28 98.39 70.83
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 4 32.90 31.22 94.92 31.48 95.71
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 9 40.16 39.21 97.63 24.37 60.68
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 11 42.96 42.96 100.00 36.01 83.81
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 26 1.85 1.85 100.00 1.85 100.00
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 28 31 3.02 3.02 100.00 2.88 95.50
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 29 4 38.73 26.25 67.76 23.96 61.86
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 31 7 9.92 6.86 69.16 6.30 63.50
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 31 8 19.88 18.30 92.05 17.21 86.57
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 32 3 15.52 10.53 67.81 10.56 68.03
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 32 3.01 15.31 15.31 100.00 9.27 60.55
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 32 3.02 15.59 15.59 100.00 9.87 63.29
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 32 4 32.40 32.40 100.00 25.07 77.37
SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP 34 7 8.71 7.71 88.55 5.51 63.21
SWEDESBORO BOROUGH 50 1 4.12 4.07 98.81 4.01 97.39
SWEDESBORO BOROUGH 52 1 14.41 10.92 75.78 8.21 56.98
SWEDESBORO BOROUGH 52 13 11.63 9.62 82.71 8.04 69.11
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 7 1.02 3.35 3.35 100.00 2.95 87.93
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 7 1.04 4.32 4.32 100.00 3.88 89.71
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 7 4 5.30 5.30 100.00 4.13 78.02
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 15 12 5.56 5.56 100.00 4.97 89.31
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 15 12.09 5.41 5.41 100.00 5.36 99.02
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 16 1.01 15.84 15.84 100.00 15.81 99.83
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 16 4.08 11.59 11.02 95.02 11.32 97.64
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 16 7 18.38 18.13 98.66 17.28 93.99
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 16 8 45.93 30.14 65.61 26.41 57.49
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 20 3 53.90 25.23 46.81 25.54 47.40
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 26 1 17.43 13.53 77.64 11.56 66.32
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 84.08 1 6.43 6.43 100.00 5.32 82.70
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 84.11 1 7.92 7.92 100.00 6.11 77.12
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 86 1 34.82 34.82 100.00 30.85 88.60
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 86 8 12.78 12.78 100.00 6.92 54.15
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 86 10 7.49 7.49 100.00 7.49 99.95
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 109.23 4.01 14.83 14.83 100.00 14.66 98.85
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 115 3.01 33.57 33.57 100.00 31.95 95.17
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 115 6 26.10 25.50 97.73 21.41 82.04
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 198 11 9.72 6.61 68.04 6.88 70.75
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 198 12 12.26 11.36 92.71 7.80 63.60
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 326 5 25.20 19.92 79.05 14.64 58.11
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 328 1 98.09 66.49 67.78 63.41 64.64
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 328 1.01 179.46 84.68 47.19 55.55 30.95
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 328 5 163.13 147.38 90.34 33.20 20.35
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 328 6 99.00 32.96 33.29 83.13 83.97
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 344 2 78.98 54.08 68.47 30.56 38.70
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 346.07 19.01 0.49 0.49 100.00 0.41 84.09
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 346.07 20 22.73 22.73 100.00 15.84 69.67
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 346.07 22.01 9.49 9.49 100.00 7.32 77.13
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 346.07 24 8.29 8.29 100.00 7.36 88.79
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 346.07 26 7.90 7.90 100.00 5.95 75.33
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 350.04 35 302.82 246.35 81.35 31.93 10.54
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 351 7.11 16.77 15.63 93.22 13.55 80.81
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 351.12 4.02 4.25 3.33 78.39 3.24 76.11
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 352 3 24.82 19.80 79.77 17.31 69.74
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 353 1 10.10 8.44 83.59 5.35 52.95
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 353 2 7.74 6.96 89.90 5.35 69.05
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 353 2.02 12.99 12.05 92.74 8.56 65.93
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 354 1 8.35 8.07 96.63 7.96 95.37

Gloucester County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan - April 2008 - Appendix I Page 17 of 20



Farm Parcels Meeting the SADC Minimum Eligibility for Soils and Tillable Land

Acres Percent Acres Percent
Agricultural Soils Tillable Land
Farm Parcels Meeting SADC Minimum Eligibility Criteria for

Municipality Block Lot
Total 
Acres

WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 354 2 4.23 4.23 100.00 4.13 97.73
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 356.26 3.01 73.99 72.55 98.05 39.72 53.68
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 374 1 76.86 56.15 73.06 54.06 70.35
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 375 2 41.05 37.83 92.17 32.58 79.38
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 375 3 40.69 37.65 92.52 28.01 68.83
WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP 375.01 7 7.47 7.47 100.00 5.92 79.21
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 1 2 74.55 69.44 93.15 51.70 69.34
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 1 3 119.94 96.37 80.35 95.96 80.01
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 1 4 130.16 90.98 69.90 83.94 64.49
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 1 8 121.36 107.51 88.59 90.08 74.22
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 1 11 9.44 9.44 100.00 7.56 80.11
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 2 8 265.10 183.41 69.19 151.61 57.19
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 3 1 52.36 31.36 59.89 25.28 48.27
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 3 6 30.91 22.93 74.17 17.79 57.56
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 4 3 9.83 9.76 99.29 9.35 95.17
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 4 4 18.73 18.73 100.00 18.52 98.88
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 5 4 89.02 38.38 43.11 40.31 45.28
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 5 5 9.89 9.59 96.97 6.99 70.72
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 5 6 96.84 60.13 62.09 48.20 49.77
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 6 6 95.32 71.09 74.58 67.14 70.44
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 7 2 57.80 38.98 67.44 30.17 52.20
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 7 4 36.40 35.61 97.81 33.63 92.38
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 7 5 75.80 57.09 75.31 53.28 70.29
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 9 5 5.42 5.42 100.00 5.42 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 9 6 2.85 2.85 100.00 2.85 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 10 4 29.11 20.99 72.11 14.94 51.32
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 11 1 33.17 33.17 100.00 31.99 96.42
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 11 2 15.00 12.86 85.76 9.62 64.12
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 11 6 7.16 7.16 100.00 5.60 78.22
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 11 7 2.90 2.90 100.00 2.54 87.76
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 11 21 42.27 36.92 87.33 26.57 62.86
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 12 2 16.28 15.02 92.21 16.13 99.07
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 12 3 42.09 41.82 99.37 39.30 93.39
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 12 6 47.90 47.40 98.96 46.58 97.24
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 13 2 53.97 53.97 100.00 44.51 82.48
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 13 2.02 15.69 15.69 100.00 13.37 85.20
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 13 3 19.46 19.46 100.00 18.02 92.61
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 13 4 16.72 16.72 100.00 16.72 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 13 5 11.76 11.76 100.00 9.63 81.91
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 13 5.01 26.38 26.38 100.00 26.38 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 14 3 62.94 59.91 95.19 57.56 91.46
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 14 5 7.00 7.00 100.00 6.81 97.24
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 14 5.01 42.40 34.22 80.72 31.03 73.18
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 14 9 7.57 7.57 100.00 6.96 91.97
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 14 12 56.45 56.39 99.89 52.97 93.83
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 14 13 81.46 71.80 88.15 54.42 66.81
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 14 16 2.38 2.32 97.55 2.38 99.99
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 14 17 58.21 50.44 86.65 46.68 80.20
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 14 28 16.44 13.26 80.62 11.15 67.84
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 14 29 6.95 6.08 87.51 5.81 83.59
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 15 2 12.16 12.16 100.00 9.86 81.03
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 16 5 20.36 13.49 66.25 20.08 98.62
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 17 6 62.32 62.32 100.00 57.14 91.67
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 18 4 117.17 111.45 95.11 111.03 94.76
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 19 1 24.63 21.43 87.00 18.65 75.72
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 19 4 30.00 24.57 81.91 16.47 54.88
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 19 5 2.83 2.83 100.00 2.59 91.30
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 20 1 27.44 22.37 81.53 21.46 78.18
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WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 20 3 17.00 15.10 88.84 11.97 70.44
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 20 4 43.83 36.24 82.68 22.32 50.92
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 22 2 34.05 34.05 100.00 33.46 98.25
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 22 4 56.63 53.24 94.01 49.69 87.74
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 24 2 22.89 21.27 92.94 18.89 82.54
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 27 3.04 5.63 5.63 100.00 5.10 90.60
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 27 3.12 5.58 5.58 100.00 4.39 78.76
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 28 1 40.74 39.46 96.87 36.74 90.19
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 28 3 40.95 30.17 73.68 27.73 67.72
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 28 4 29.76 28.81 96.83 18.66 62.72
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 28 5 22.16 17.62 79.54 16.92 76.35
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 28 7 77.07 77.07 100.00 71.11 92.27
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 28 11 8.19 8.19 100.00 8.19 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 28 13.01 38.19 36.73 96.17 34.84 91.21
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 28 14 86.58 81.40 94.02 68.58 79.21
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 28 15 34.29 30.38 88.58 23.89 69.67
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 28 16 77.11 60.41 78.34 67.79 87.92
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 31 3.01 50.18 50.07 99.77 33.99 67.73
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 32 1 14.66 14.57 99.41 14.19 96.80
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 32 3 4.33 4.00 92.31 4.33 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 35 5.04 5.42 5.42 100.00 4.42 81.59
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 36 10 11.40 9.55 83.74 9.65 84.68
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 36.01 2 5.42 5.42 100.00 5.34 98.50
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 38 5.02 5.63 5.53 98.18 5.53 98.14
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 39 1 10.29 8.56 83.25 10.17 98.83
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 39 2 12.03 11.68 97.08 12.03 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 39 3 12.31 12.31 100.00 12.31 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 39 4 15.00 15.00 100.00 15.00 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 39 5 18.67 18.67 100.00 18.03 96.56
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 41 1 45.33 45.33 100.00 45.23 99.77
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 41 1.01 9.58 9.58 100.00 5.01 52.31
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 41 4.03 6.89 6.31 91.59 5.08 73.73
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 41 8 43.51 42.92 98.64 40.60 93.31
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 42 1 11.75 6.25 53.23 11.30 96.18
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 42 2 35.11 25.56 72.82 22.05 62.82
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 43 3 14.90 14.37 96.44 12.50 83.89
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 43 5 9.84 6.02 61.25 9.01 91.61
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 43 9 8.03 7.56 94.14 6.08 75.66
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 43 10 40.44 36.90 91.27 29.88 73.89
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 43 14 125.58 117.16 93.29 114.92 91.51
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 43 15 24.94 20.20 81.00 19.21 77.04
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 44 7 56.51 51.86 91.78 33.16 58.68
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 44 8 63.99 55.60 86.90 43.97 68.71
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 45 9 79.85 56.02 70.15 57.05 71.45
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 45 9.01 6.87 6.55 95.33 6.68 97.15
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 45 10 33.14 23.12 69.76 23.03 69.51
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 45 11 14.67 8.51 58.02 13.69 93.30
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 46 3.01 77.20 63.45 82.19 57.74 74.80
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 46 6 27.03 26.44 97.80 21.39 79.13
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 46 11 40.94 40.15 98.06 38.82 94.83
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 46 12 6.19 6.19 100.00 6.19 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 46 12.01 16.85 16.85 100.00 15.94 94.62
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 47 2 29.04 29.04 100.00 25.97 89.43
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 47 2.01 10.09 10.09 100.00 10.09 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 47 4 26.58 20.28 76.30 25.94 97.61
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 47 5.02 25.90 18.80 72.57 22.87 88.27
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 49 2 60.24 49.48 82.15 47.15 78.27
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 50 2 21.49 21.49 100.00 21.23 98.78
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WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 50 3 9.37 9.37 100.00 9.19 98.16
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 50 4 14.60 14.60 100.00 14.60 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 55 1 80.44 59.39 73.83 51.46 63.97
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 55 3 18.73 16.29 86.95 15.62 83.42
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 55 4.02 9.01 8.09 89.74 7.98 88.47
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 55 7 74.91 58.76 78.45 50.75 67.75
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 56 1 110.13 76.48 69.45 73.11 66.39
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 56 3 23.45 16.56 70.62 16.15 68.86
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 57 3 30.09 27.98 92.99 29.75 98.86
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 57 5 47.10 37.48 79.58 33.63 71.41
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 57 7 26.68 26.68 100.00 22.84 85.61
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 57 8 22.62 22.62 100.00 21.29 94.10
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 57 9 16.46 16.46 100.00 13.41 81.52
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 59 7 6.47 6.47 100.00 4.98 76.94
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 59 8 41.43 41.36 99.84 39.95 96.44
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 59 10 10.88 9.33 85.82 8.74 80.37
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 60 1 7.83 7.83 100.00 7.83 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 60 2 25.91 25.91 100.00 22.12 85.40
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 60 3 26.21 26.12 99.63 24.65 94.02
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 60 4 18.40 18.40 100.00 18.40 100.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 60 5 28.07 28.07 100.00 27.79 99.00
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 61 1 72.51 64.35 88.75 60.68 83.68
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 61 2 58.10 42.31 72.83 48.91 84.19
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 61 6 80.96 80.61 99.57 61.08 75.44
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 61 7 36.24 34.77 95.93 34.52 95.25
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP 62 2 15.38 15.38 100.00 15.38 100.00
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Policy P-14-E 
Effective: 9/25/97 

 
 

STATE AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

POLICY 
 

PRIORITIZATION OF PROJECT AREAS AND INDIVIDUAL APPLICATIONS 
 
 

I. Purpose 
 

To establish a priority ranking of individual applications to direct the expenditure of 
farmland preservation bond funds dedicated for the purchase of development 
easements. 

 
II. Authority 

 
N.J.A.C. 2:76-6 
N.J.S.A. 4:1C-31 

 
III. Supersedes 

 
 

Policy:  P-14-A dated 12/15/88 
Policy:  P-14-A dated   9/21/89 
Policy:  P-14-A dated   1/18/90 
Policy:  P-14-B dated   3/25/93 
Policy:  P-14-C dated   9/28/95 
Policy:  P-14-D dated 12/19/96 

 
IV. Definition 

 
As used in this Policy, the following words and terms shall have the following 
meanings. 

 
“Agricultural Development Area, hereafter referred to as ADA, means an area 
identified by a board pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 4:1C-18 and certified by 
the State Agriculture Development Committee. 

 
“Exceptions”, means portions of the applicant’s land holdings which are not to be 
encumbered by the deed restriction contained in N.J.A.C. 2:76-6.15. 
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“Project area” means an area identified by a board or the Committee which is located 
within an ADA and is comprised of one or more development easement purchase 
applications approved by the board and received by the Committee, lands where 
development easements have already been purchased, other permanently deed 
restricted farmlands, farmland preservation programs and municipally approved 
farmland preservation programs. 

 
“The degree to which the purchase would encourage the survivability of the 
municipally approved program in productive agriculture” means the degree to which 
the purchase of a development easement on the farm would encourage the 
survivability of the project area in productive agriculture. 

 
V.      Summary Policy for Ranking Individual applications and Project Areas 

 
Utilizing the criteria in N.J.A.C. 2:76-6.16 individual applications will be ranked in 
order of highest to lowest statewide by the State Agriculture Development 
Committee.  This ranking will be based on a numeric score, hereafter referred to as 
the “quality score” which evaluates the degree to which the purchase would 
encourage the survivability of the municipally approved program in productive 
agriculture and the degree of imminence of change of the land from productive 
agriculture to a nonagricultural use.  The Relative Best Buy criterion will also be 
used as a factor to determine which applications will receive a higher funding 
priority.  Although this policy contains the procedure for ranking project areas, the 
Committee will only utilize the criteria that pertains to ranking “individual” 
applications to determine the applicant’s quality score. 

 
The factors used to determine the degree to which the purchase would encourage the 
“survivability of the municipally approved program, in productive agriculture” and 
“degree of imminence of change of the land from productive agriculture to a 
nonagricultural use,” will be evaluated at least 30 days prior to the Committee’s 
certification of a development easement value. 

 
The “relative best buy formula” to determine the applicant’s formula index will be 
calculated at the time of the Committee’s final review.  The formula index will be 
factored with the applicant’s quality score to establish the applicant’s final score.  
The application will be ranked by the Committee from the highest to lowest to 
determine a funding priority subject to available funds.  

 
The general philosophy will be to acquire development easements on “key” farms 
which result in a stabilization of agriculture in that project area or act as a catalyst 
to encourage future program participation in the project area. 
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The Prioritization Policy is organized in accordance with statutory requirements 
identified in the Agricultural Retention and Development Act N.J.S.A. 41C-11 et 
seq. and criteria described in N.J.A.C. 2:76-6.16.  Listed below is a summary of the 
major criteria with their relative weights. 

 
A. FACTORS WHICH DETERMINE THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE 

PURCHASE WOULD ENCOURAGE THE SURVIVABILITY OF THE 
MUNICIPALLY APPROVED PROGRAM IN PRODUCTIVE 
AGRICULTURE (N.J.S.A. 4:1C-31b. (2)) 

 
1.0 SOILS      Weight 15 
1.1 TILLABLE ACRES    Weight 15 
2.0 BOUNDARIES AND BUFFERS  Weight 20 
3.0 LOCAL COMMITMENT   Weight 20 
4.0 SIZE AND DENSITY   Weight 20 
5.0 CADB PRIORITIZATION    

(HIGHEST RANKED APPLICATION) Weight 10 
 

B. DEGREE OF IMMINENCE OF CHANGE OF THE LAND FROM 
PRODUCTIVE AGRICULTURE TO NONAGRICULTURAL USE 

(N.J.S.A.  4:1C-31b. (3)    Weight 10 
 

C. RELATIVE BEST BUY (N.J.S.A.  4:1c-31b.  (1)) 
 

VI. Specific Methodology for Ranking Project Areas and Individual Applications. 
 

A. FACTORS WHICH DETERMINE THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE 
PURCHASE WOULD ENCOURAGE THE SURVIVABILITY OF THE 
MUNICIPALLY APPROVED PROGRAM IN PRODUCTIVE 
AGRICULTURE. 

 
1.0 SOILS Weight 15 

 
The New Jersey Important Farmlands Inventory prepared in 1990, by the 
U.S.D.A., Natural Resource Conservation Service is used as the reference to 
identify soil quality  -Prime, Statewide, Unique or Locally Important.  A 
percentage figure for each of these four soil  categories is calculated for both 
the individual application and the project area. 
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The acreage of each Important Farmland Classification shall be to the 
rounded to the nearest whole number. 

 
Formula: 

 
% Prime soils x 15= _____________________ 
% Statewide soils x 10= __________________ 
% Unique soils x (0 or 12.5*) = _____________ 
% Local soils x 5 = _______________________ 
 
Total weight = the sum of the categories. 

 
* If a designated “unique” soil is not being used for its unique purpose, no 
points will be assigned.  If points are to be awarded for unique soils, the 
county must provide justification. 

 
1.1 TILLABLE ACRES     Weight 15 

 
The Committee shall evaluate tillable acres which emphasize the importance 
of land use and productivity.  Priority will be given to the proportion of land 
deemed tillable.  Factor to consider will be lands devoted to cropland, 
harvested, cropland pasture and permanent pasture.  The following weights 
have been allocated in the land use classifications below. 

 
Formula: 

 
% Cropland Harvested x 15 = _________________ 
% Cropland Pastured   x 15 = _________________ 
% Permanent Pasture x    2 = _________________ 

 
The following definitions shall be used for evaluating tillable acres. 
 
“Cropland harvested” means land from which a crop was harvested in the 
current year.  Cropland harvested shall include the land under structures 
utilized for agricultural or horticultural production. 
 
“Cropland pastured” means land which can be and often is used to produce 
crops, buts its maximum income may not be realized in a particular year.  
This includes land that is fallow or in cover crops as part of a rotational 
program. 

 
“Permanent pasture” means land that is not cultivated because its maximum 
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economic potential is realized from grazing or as part of erosion control 
programs.  Animals may or may not be part of the farm operation. 

 
2.0  BOUNDARIES AND BUFFERS:   Weight 20 

 
The weights reflect differences in both permanence and the buffers’ 
effectiveness in reducing the negative impacts of nonagricultural 
development. 
 
The following weights have been assigned: 

 
Deed restricted farmland (permanent)  20 
Deed restricted wildlife areas, municipal             18 
     county or state owned parcels 
Eight year programs and EP applications             13 
Farmland (unrestricted)      6 
Streams (perennial) and wetlands              18 
Parks (limited public access)               14 
Parks (high use)       5 
Cemeteries      16 
Golf course (public)                14 
Military installations                14 
Highways (limited access), Railroads              10 
Residential Development      0 
Other: (landfills, private golf courses)    * 

 
* Value to be determined on a case by case basis at the time of review. 

 
Formula: 

 
Weight of   x     % perimeter of        Total Weight 
buffer                 project area      =    per buffer 

                                                          affected by buffer 
 

Total of all the individual buffer scores = Total boundary and buffers 
score. 

 
2.1 Negative Consideration: 
 
EXCEPTIONS  Weight    (Up to -10) 

 
The Committee shall evaluate all exceptions. Factors for determining if 
there is an adverse effect to the applicant’s agricultural operation are as 
follows: 
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* Severability potential from the Premises 
* Number requested 
* Size 
* Percent of Premises 
* Right to Farm language 
* Location and use (negative impact) 

 
NOTE:     Each county is responsible for future monitoring of each exception for  
                 ensuring compliance with restrictions placed upon the exception. 

 
No negative points are assessed if one or both of the following pertain to the 
application. 

 
1. The exception is for county and/or municipal farmland preservation and/or 

open space purposes. 
 

2. The exception cannot be severed from the restricted premises unless 
associated with an agriculturally viable parcel pursuant to the terms of the 
Deed of Easement. 

 
If one (1) or two (2) above do not apply, proceed with the following: 

 
A. Number Requested: 

 
For each exception requested:       (-2 points) 

 
B. Size: 

 
The size of the individual exception exceeds local zoning requirements to 
construct one single family residential dwelling. 
 
For each building lot, or portion thereof, in excess of the local zoning 
requirements:                       (-1 point) 

 
Note:    If the exception exceeds the local zoning requirement but the   

                                                 landowner agrees to restrict the exception to permit only one   
                                                 residential dwelling, then no negative points shall be                  
                                                assigned. 
 

C. Percent of Premises: 
 

The total acreage of the exception(s) exceeds 10% of the total acreage.  (-1 
point) 
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D. Right to Farm Provisions: 
 

Approved Right to Farm language will be incorporated in the deed of the 
exception. (1 point) 

 
E. Location and Use: 

 
The location and/or use of the exception has a significant negative impact 
on the premises.  (Max. - 10 points) 

 
NOTE: Each county is responsible for ensuring compliance with 
restrictions placed upon exceptions. 

 
3.0 LOCAL COMMITMENT:         Weight      20 Max. 
 

Priority will be given where municipal, county, regional, and state policies 
support the long term viability of the agricultural industry.  Factors indicating 
support: 

 
3.1 Zoning requiring an average minimum lot of at least three acres with 

clustering and/or mandatory buffering to provide separation between 
development and existing agricultural operations and/or use of other 
measures such as transfer of development credits, sliding scale, very low 
density zoning and/or any other equivalent measures which discourage 
conflicting nonagricultural development. 

 
5 points 

 
3.2 There is sewer or other growth leading infrastructure serving the premises 

or within hook-up distance. 
 

Yes ____ 0 points 
No  ____ 3 points 

 
 

3.3 The purchase of a development easement is consistent with municipal, 
county, and state plans. 

 
Yes ___ 2 points 
No   ___ 0 points 
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3.4 Municipal commitment to actively participate in the Agriculture Retention 

and Development Program; 
 

A. Active Municipal Liaison with CADB 
B. Planning board actions regarding nonagricultural development       
             support farmland preservation.  (Ex. Planning board requests         
             CADB review of applications for subdivision approval within       
              ADAs.) 
C. Municipal governing body actions regarding nonagricultural           
            development support farmland preservation. 
D. Municipality has previously approved eight year programs. 
E. Development easements have already been purchased in the           
             community.  

 
1 point each  

 
3.5 Right to Farm ordinances 
 

A. A township that has a “Right to Farm” ordinance. 
 

4 points 
 

B. The Right to Farm ordinance requires a developer and/or landowner   
             who plans to build or sell a dwelling in an agricultural area to inform 
             through their agent, prospective purchasers of the existence of the      
             Right to Farm ordinance and the protection it grants to agricultural    
              operations.  This notification is included in the deed and recorded. 
 

1 point 
 

3.6 Community financial support for the project area/individual application. 
 

Financial support is construed as strong local commitment.  Generally, if 
municipal/private dollars are invested in a project, there is greater care taken 
by the community to protect the area from the negative effects resulting from 
the nonagricultural development.  The method to compare the many diverse 
municipalities with respect to their direct financial support for farmland 
preservation is to measure their total dollar contribution per thousand dollars 
of current equalized (100%) assessed value for the municipality. 

 
The local contributions include the total of all passed municipal bond 
referenda and/or allocations from the budget, private or corporate 
contributions, and funding from any other sources since January 1, 1980 with 
the exception of landowner donations, county, state, and federal 
contributions.  Landowner donations will be considered under the Relative 
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Best Buy criterion. 
 

The current Equalized Assessed Value for the municipality will be the one in 
effect on January 1 of the current year expressed in thousands of dollars. 

 
The assessment of points will be based on an index derived from the 
following ratio: 

 
Formula: 

 
Total locally committed dollars since Jan. 1980 = Index 
(State Equalized valuation/$1,000)* 

 
* for the specific municipality 

 
This Equalized valuation figure is listed in the most recent Annual Report of 
the Division of Local Government Services, prepared by the Department of 
Community Affairs or may be obtained by contacting the local tax office. 
 
Example 1. 

 
Benefit Township has committed $1.8 million toward Farmland within the 
past five years.  The State equalized valuation figure divided by 1,000 is 
80,120.  
 
 The index is calculated as follows: 

 
$1,800,00     
$ 80,120     = 22.47 

 
Based on the scale, listed below an index of 22.4 is awarded  
5 points. 
 
Example 2. 

 
In Harrow Township $150,000 has been set aside for Farmland Preservation. 
The state equalized valuation figure divided by 1,000 is $1,290,839. 

 
The index is calculated as follows: 

 
$150,000 
$1,290,939 = .12 

 
Based on the scale listed below, an index of .12 is awarded 1 point. 

 
Points will be allocated based on the following scale: 
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Index of greater than 10  5 points 
Index between 7 and 10  4 points 
Index between 5 and 7  3 points 
Index between 2 and 5  2 points 
Index greater than 0 but 

less than 2   1 point 
 

Discretion may be used in the assignment of points, based on whether or 
not actual funds have been expended for farmland preservation. 

 
4.0 SIZE AND DENSITY  Weight 20 Max. 

 
4.1 Individual Applications: 

 
Individual applications will be scored on both size and density with a 
maximum of 10 points awarded for density for a maximum total combined 
score of 20. 

 
4.1(2) Size  (Max. 10 points) 

 
Points are based on the size of each individual application relative to 
average farm size in the respective county according to the latest U.S. 
Census of Agriculture.  Points will be awarded for size up to a maximum 
of 10 as follows: 

 
Points   Size of Individual application 
Awarded =        10     X      (2 x county average farm size) 

 
The factor 2 encourages counties to enroll farms above average in 
size.  

 
4.1 (3) Density (Max. 10 points) 

 
The density score will be awarded based on the following: 
An application which is not reasonably contiguous (within one-half mile 
linear distance) with another development easement purchase application 
approved by the board and received by the Committee, lands where 
development easements have already been purchased, other permanently 
deed restricted farmlands, farmland preservation programs and municipally 
approved farmland preservation programs in the project area will receive (0) 
points.  One (1) point will be allocated for each reasonably contiguous 
(within one-half mile linear distance) farmland preservation program or 
municipally approved farmland preservation program. Two (2) points will be 
allocated for each of the other above noted lands in the project area which are 
determined to be reasonably contiguous (within one-half mile linear distance) 
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with the subject application and each other not to exceed a maximum score of 
 (10 points).   

 
Example 1:    Receives (0) points 
Example 2:    Receives (5) points 
Example 3:    Receives (10) points 

 
SP = Subject Property 
8YR  = 8-Year Program 
Blank Space = Easement Purchase Application or  

           Previously Deed Restricted 
 

 
5.0 CADB PRIORITIZATION 

 
Consideration will be given to the board’s highest ranked application to 
recognize local factors which encourage the survivability of the municipally 
approved program in productive agriculture and degree of imminence of 
change of the land from productive agriculture to a nonagricultural use.  The 
CADB’s highest ranked application will receive 10 points. 
 

B.  DEGREE OF IMMINENCE OF CHANGE OF THE LAND FROM 
PRODUCTIVE AGRICULTURE TO NONAGRICULTURAL USE 

Weight   (Max of 10) 
 

An application can receive up to (10) points where the Committee determines 
                                    that the imminent conversion of the farm (application) from an agricultural 
use                                     to a nonagricultural use would negatively impact the survivability of the    
                                          project area in productive agriculture. 
 

There are two aspects which shall be considered when evaluating the 
imminence of change: 1) factors which measure the degree of imminence of 
change of farmland to a nonagricultural use and 2) factors that evaluate the 
impact of the farmland conversion. 

 
I. Factors considered for evaluating the Degree of Imminence of Farmland 

Conversion 
 

County Comparisons (relative indices): 
 

1. Avg. certified county easement value for previous round: 
                                          (1 point max.) 

2. County Single Family Unit Permits (3 years): (1 pt. max) 
3. County Farmland Assessed cropland acre loss for 10 years: 

      (1 point max.) 
4. County Farmland Assessed cropland percent loss for 10 years: 

      (1 point max.)   
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Township Comparisons (relative indices): 
 

1. Township Single Family Unit Permits for 3 years: 
(1 pt. max.) 

2. Township Farmland Assessed cropland acre loss for 10 years: 
(1 pt. max.) 

3. Township Farmland Assessed cropland percent loss for 10 years: 
(1 pt. max.) 

 
Farm-specific indicators: 

 
1. Subdivision approval (final):             2 pts. 
2. Estate situation:   2 pts. 
3. Bankruptcy/Foreclosure:  2 pts. 

 
II. Factors considered for evaluation the impact of the farmland Conversion 

 
State Comparisons (relative indice): 
 
1.  Combined SADC Quality Scores for size, boundaries, and buffers and  
     density: (0.5 pt. max.) 
County Comparisons (relative indice): 

 
1.  Combined SADC Quality Scores for size, boundaries and buffers and  
     density: (0.5 pt. max.) 

 
MAXIMUM FOR CATEGORY:      (10 POINTS) 

 
The above indices will be updated annually and provided to CADB Staff. 

 
 

C.  RELATIVE BEST BUY (STATUTORY FORMULA) 
 

This criterion will only be evaluated at the time of final Committee 
review. 

 
Nonagricultural  agricultural  landowner formula 
development value   -    value          -     asking price              = index 
nonagricultural               agricultural 
development value         value 

 
“Landowner Asking Price” means the applicant’s per acre 
confidential offer for the sale of a development easement. 
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D.        FUNDING PRIORITY 
 

1. The Committee’s funding priority will be given to those applications 
which have a higher numeric values obtained by the application of 
the following formula: 

 
applicant’s 
quality score + (formula index x 200) = final score 

 
 
 
 
 
S:\POLICIES\P14e 
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